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On my mind . . . 

 
On Communion Sundays our tradition for many years in worship has been to read together our FEBC Mission 

Statement.  Lately I have occasionally substituted a different reading, one I call “The ABCs of FEBC.”  Let me 

explain my purpose in doing this . . . . 

 

I wrote the ABCs of FEBC as an attempt to express in “un-church-y” language (yep, I just made up that word) 

what I believe makes our church family distinctive and valuable as a community of caring followers of Jesus 

Christ.  In this I deliberately avoid words that one hears mostly in church or in Christian venues (words like  

salvation, sin, grace, resurrection, holiness, discipleship,etc.), not because these words are unimportant to me 

and to us, but because they are difficult to understand, especially for people who have no experience of a church 

or of Christian jargon.  Also, they are largely misunderstood or so variously understood as to be unclear and 

confusing, even for Christians. 

 

So, I asked myself, what are we trying to do and be here?  How do I say it in words most people understand 

with little or no explanation?  Since I visualize “church” as a verb more than a noun, I focus on verbs—what we 

do (as in, we advance, bear, create, discover, embrace, focus, etc.) as opposed to what we stand for. 

 

All of us, young and old, know “the ABCs,” so I chose to organize these statements as an alphabetic acrostic 

—that is, each line begins with the successive letter of the English alphabet from A to Z.  This is a very  

ancient poetic form and even appears in the Hebrew Bible (our Old Testament).  Several poems of the Bible 

(Psalms 9-10, 25, 34, 37, 111, 112, 119, 145; Proverbs 31: 10-31; Lamentations 1, 2, 3, 4) are alphabetic  

acrostics (following the order of ancient Hebrew letters), though this feature is lost in most English translations 

(one exception is the Knox translation). 

 

Why this A to Z format?  It is easy to follow, it may allow for easier 

memorization (very important in the  

ancient world when few people could read), and it suggests a complete-

ness,  “from A to Z” we might say. 

 

My ABCs of FEBC are certainly not complete or exhaustive.  In fact,  

below is my 13th revision as I think of new variations!  I'm sure you 

could create a good one yourself that is very different from mine!   

(Why not try it?) 

 

Although I hope it is mostly self-explanatory, in the version below  

I add a few words explaining what I had in mind as I wrote. 

 

The ABCs of FEBC 

 
We the members and friends of FEBC strive and aspire to . . .                           

Continued... 
 



Advance conversation and understanding—We talk with each other, not at each other.  Our goal is not 

to win an argument but to understand how we are thinking. Not much else can happen without this. 

 

Bear Jesus in our words and deeds—Jesus is our role model for living.  Both what we say and what we 

do are crucially important.  We reflect Jesus's life in how we live. 

 

Create caring connections in all directions—Human society is a network, a web of interlocking rela-

tionships.  How we connect (or disconnect) with each other determines the quality of our lives and our shared 

society.  Our world today requires a willingness to connect meaningfully and kindly with people different from 

ourselves—hence the phrase, “in all directions.” 

 

Discover and Develop God's creativity among us—God creates and so do humans.  Perhaps this is 

part of the image of God intended in Genesis 1.  FEBC is a community that values creativity in serving God 

and others. 

 

Embrace differences—Too often church is about conformity—everyone being the same.  Too often in 

churches what is different is also labeled bad, evil, or wrong, simply because it is non-conforming.  Jesus 

clearly embraced different kinds and styles of people.  That is what we do too. 

 

Focus faith forward—Three powerful words here—focus, faith, forward. (Yes, faith is a church-y word—

sorry!)  Here I aim to emphasize hope over regret, forgiveness over hardheartedness, tomorrow over yester-

day. 

 

Give good generously—Another three powerful words: give, good, generously.  Self-explanatory. 

 

Humble our heads and our hearts—Almost every Sunday we sing “Humble thyself in the sight of the 

Lord....  Head and heart means all of our being—thoughts and feelings. 

 

Inspire courageous imitation of Christ—To live in imitation of Jesus is not an easy choice.  We all need 

inspiration and encouragement to do and say what is right.  We are here to help each other in this. 

 

Judge no one—In the Bible, to judge means to condemn, to cross off, to eliminate.  That is not our job. 

 

Kindle kindness and compassion—This IS our job! Kindle is a fire word and the Holy Spirit is 

associated with fire and God's abiding presence that is kind and compassionate. 

Continued... 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

THANKSGIVING BASKETS  
The Diaconate Board is providing Thanksgiving Gift Food Baskets  

for selected families.  We are collecting non-perishable food items  

which can be placed at designated locations behind the  

pulpit from until Sun., November 18.   

A list of suggested items to donate are: 
 

Stuffing, Cranberry Sauce, Instant Mashed Potatoes, Yams,  

Canned Vegetables, Gravy, Applesauce (jar or individual cups),  

Pudding cups, Crackers, Gold Fish,  

Cold Cereals (individual serving size boxes), and Juice Boxes. 
 

Distribution will be Sun., November 18. 



Listen first and Look within—Back to “advancing conversation and understanding,” listening is a  

crucial and sometimes difficult act of love.  To look within applies to oneself and to others; it is our effort   

to understand the deeper impulses, motivations, desires, and fears that drive our attitudes, convictions,  

behaviors, and actions. 
 

Make amends quickly—Repairing relationships quickly is crucial for a church to thrive and live its  

mission.  This is another way of emphasizing forgiveness and reconciliation (church-y words). 
 

Nurture youth and maturity—FEBC is all ages, which is a great strength and virtue.  Our American  

society adores youth and scorns maturity.  But here we adore all ages and promote that in our life together. 
 

Open ourselves honestly to the Holy Spirit—God only enters by invitation.  Honest and open with God 

is how we want to be. 
 

Practice prayer—Yes, prayer is a church-y word, but inescapable.  There is no word like it.  I like the link  

of prayer with practice, which implies discipline, determination, persistence, patience, and skill-building.   

We take prayer very seriously here. 
 

Quest and question for quality—Q is an uncommon letter in English, but I like all three of these Q 

words: quest, question, quality.  Together they imply a journey, always looking ahead, expecting surprises, 

working for the best outcomes, never quite arriving . . . . sounds like church to me. 
 

Respect what we do not understand—Another way of saying none of us knows it all; each of us can be 

easily mistaken.  We give each other the benefit of the doubt and the gift of respect. 
 

Sing God's praises—Oh, for a thousand tongues to sing . . . amazing grace!  We love to sing to God! 
 

Teach tenacity and tenderness—Teaching and learning are at the center of all we do.  We focus on the 

Bible, but really we are building character.  Tenacity and tenderness are not words often seen side by side but 

I think they capture qualities of character that are necessary for people of faith. 
 

Undertake challenges with optimism—We strive to be positive and to see opportunity at every turn. 
 

Verbalize gratitude and hope—Thank you! and Yes! . . . Out loud. 
 

Worship God only—For a church this should go without saying, but this is the entire point and must be 

said . . . and said . . . and said . . . . 
 

eXamine our motivations honestly—I'm stretching here for an “X” word but self-examination cannot be 

overemphasized.  Honest self-examination can help us be our best selves with each other. 
 

Yearn to learn more—Learning is lifelong and the desire to learn keeps us humble and fun to be around. 
 

Zealously pursue only what is good.- 
-A summary of everything above. 
 

See you on Sunday! 

Pastor Lee Sunday, November 4, 5:30 p.m. 

Wear your Halloween costume (optional) one last time! 

Roast hot dogs and make S’mores over an open fire! 

Play some games!  Hear a ghost story or two! 

Come join the fun! 



 

The deadline for submissions for the 

December issue of The Family Times 

is Monday, November 26. 

Please send submissions to Carey  

by e-mail febc700@gmail.com  

or put on Carey’s desk. Questions call 

(570) 784-1241. 

Prayer Breakfast will be Saturday,  

November 10, at 8:30 a.m.   

Speaker and topic t.b.a.    

Join us for breakfast, hymns,  

and fellowship.   

With our dear  

Charlie Brooking hurt with  

broken ribs, Travis Culver 

brought Dennis Wolff, son of 

Chris Wolff to speak about 

his life and political hopes…

he is running for Congress 

this November,…”send a 

farmer to Washington”…

what a good man! It was a 

great prayer breakfast!  

The Bible Study Ladies have created a 

Cookbook full of family friendly recipes.  

 If you would liketo order a copy (or more) 

please call Anna Kashnerat (570) 784-0181, 

or email her at annak@ptd.net 
 

Cookbooks are $10.00 and the proceeds  

will benefit our blanket ministry.   

Children’s Church 
11/4  x 

11/11 Becky Tappe 

11/18 Kristina Culver    

11/25 Michele Kashner 

 

NOVEMBER 

VOLUNTEERS 
 

Age 3 - K:  

Jenn Powers 
 

1st - 6th Grade:   

Kristina Culver 
 

7th - 12th: 

Travis Culver  

& Annie Barnhardt 

Next BCE Meeting:   

Sunday, November 18  

@ noon 

 



Forms also available in November bulletins, or call the church office. 

                                                      

 # of                                             Dedication Information: 
plants 
 

____    In Honor of ________________________________________________________________ 

   

 From ______________________________________________________________________ 

 
 ——- In Honor of ________________________________________________________________ 

 

 From ______________________________________________________________________ 

 
____    In Memory of ______________________________________________________________ 

 

 From ______________________________________________________________________ 

 
_____   In Memory of _____________________________________________________________ 

 

 From ______________________________________________________________________ 

 

ORDER YOUR 

POINSETTIAS 
 

Please Give Orders to: 

The Church Office  

(with payment attached) 

by December 2. 

 
Available colors:  

Red, White, and Pink  
 

 

COST: $9.00 each 

If you have paid for your order, please indicate  

your method of payment below:   
 

      ____  paid cash     ____  paid check #_______ 

   (Please order form and payment in an envelope.) 
 

Checks payable to: First English Baptist Church 

  Red _____ 

 White _____ 

 Pink _____ 
 

Total # of plants _____ 

             x $9.00  
 

Total Due $__________  

Purchaser Name:  

___________________________ 

 

Phone #:  

(_____) ______ - ___________ 

The Outreach Team is not  

collecting Shoebox gifts  

at the church this year.   

They encourage you to 

go online and build a box.   

It is super easy and  

shipping is done for you.   

Please help to continue  

this worthwhile mission.   

If you need assistance,  

visit Carey in the office,  

she would be happy to help. 

Orders due by December 2.  



 

Happy 70th, to a most endearing couple! Congratulations!!!  

Your “church family” loves you, Dot and Charlie!  



 

I want to say a huge THANK YOU to everyone who helped in any way to make  

Esther’s Closet a success.  Whether you helped with set up and displaying items  

or spent the morning with us while people shopped or assisted with clean up  

- please know how much your help was appreciated! The donations were  

overwhelming and the help was more than we could have ever hoped for!   

Bless you all! Thank you! Karen 



Wreath Product Description 
2018 

 

Our wreaths are made from freshly cut Pennsylvania grown Fraser fir.   

They are handmade by experienced local artisans.  Each wreath is given  

personal individual attention.  The outside diameters are as follows: 

 

   Small 24”  hand-delivered or mail-order 

   Medium  30”  hand-delivered only 

   Large 40”  hand-delivered only 

 

We offer several styles: 

#1  Simple, undecorated wreath 

#2  Wreath with handmade red (or burgundy) velvet weatherproof bow 

#3  Same as above with three clusters of pine cones added 

#6  Same as #3 replacing red ribbon with gold-backed burgundy ribbon 

 
 

HAND-DELIVERY 

All of the above styles and sizes can be picked up at the church on November 25. 

If you would like a later pick up date, or if you need your wreath delivered, 

please contact Anne Van Houten (570) 854-2058.  

 

MAIL-ORDER 

Special care is taken in packaging each of our 24” mail-order wreaths.   

We  enclose an optional gift card with a personal message from the sender.   

Each wreath is carefully boxed in a sturdy, attractive gift carton and delivered  

in plenty of time for the holiday season.  



 

Your name____________________________  Phone #________________  
 

ITEM     BB*    QUAN.    UNIT PRICE   TOTAL 

Small #1 _____    $20    ______ 

Small w/bow #2    ___     _____    $25    ______ 

Small w/bow #26**      _____    $26    ______ 

Small decorated #3   ___     _____    $30    ______ 

Small decorated #36**     _____    $32    ______ 

  

Medium #1       _____    $28    ______ 

Med. w/bow #2    ___     _____    $35    ______ 

Med. w/bow #26**      _____    $37    ______ 

Med. decorated #3   ___     _____    $43    ______ 

Med. decorated #36**      _____    $45    ______ 

 

Large #1        _____    $38    ______ 

Large w/bow #2    ___     _____    $46    ______ 

Large w/bow #26**      _____    $48    ______ 

Large decorated #3   ___     _____    $55    ______ 

Large decorated #36**     _____    $60    ______ 

 
                  Total amount of this order     ______ 

 
* Check to indicate Burgundy Bow, no gold back no extra charge 

**Replacing red with gold-backed burgundy bow 

 
 

PLEASE PREPAY ALL ORDERS BY CHECK OR EXACT CHANGE 

IN AN ENVELOPE AND LEAVE WITH  ANNE VAN HOUTEN,   

OR CAREY AT CHURCH OFFICE 
 

ORDER DEADLINE:  Thursday, November 22. 

DELIVERY DATE:   Sunday, November 25,  10 a.m. - 2 p.m. 
For alternate delivery inquiries, please call Anne at (570) 854-2058. 

♦ SEE REVERSE SIDE FOR MAIL-ORDERS ♦ 
 

                       

HAND-DELIVERED 

HOLIDAY WREATH ORDER FORM 

 2018 



 

Your Name:_______________________________________ 

 

Phone # _________/__________/___________________ 
 

 
 

 Item    BB* Quantity Total  
 

#1 Plain Wreath @ $45   _______ $_______ 

 

#2 Wreath with bow @ $53  ____ _______ $_______ 

 

#3 Wreath w/ bow & cones @ $60 ____ _______ $_______ 

 

 
    Totals  _______ $_______ 

Send to: 

Name:____________________________________________________ 

 

Address:__________________________________________________ 

 

               _________________________________________________ 

 

Phone #____________/____________/______________________ 
 

Gift card Message __________________________________________ 
 

_________________________________________________________ 

 

Requested ship date: _________________(December ___ - ___) 

 

*Burgundy bow instead of red, same price 

If you wish to have your 

wreath order mailed, please 

fill in the box to the right.   

Do not use a PO Box #.  

Please return this form along 

with check or money order to: 

Anne Van Houten, or 

Carey - Church Secretary.   

 

Make check or money order 

payable to:  

FIRST ENGLISH 

BAPTIST CHURCH 
 

No mail orders will be 

shipped without payment. 

 

ORDER NOW! 

Request your  

preferred ship date. 
 

FIRST SHIP DATE: 

DECEMBER 10 

LAST SHIP DATE: 

DECEMBER 14 

 

TO ORDER BY MAIL:  CUSTOMER TEAR OFF THIS PORTION  

                                                   AND KEEP FOR YOUR RECORDS 
 

Please make checks payable to FIRST ENGLISH BAPTIST CHURCH and mail 

along with the above form to 700 MILLVILLE ROAD, BLOOMSBURG, PA 17815 

 
AMOUNT PAID_____________________ CASH_____CHECK_____DATE__________ 

 

SENT TO (NAME OF RECIPIENT)____________________________________________ 

 

 2018 



Thank you to all who donated and volunteered.  



 

MISSION GIFT FAIR  

Friday, November 9, 4-8 p.m. 

Saturday, November 10, 10 a.m. - 2 p.m. 

Stillwater Christian Church 

39 McMichael Street, Stillwater 

Featuring handmade Fair Trade items 

from around the world.  Your purchases  

will provide support to women, children,  

and families in impoverished areas  

around the world.  Questions, call  

(570) 925-6226 or 925-2356 

It’s Budget Time - Friendly reminder to all Committee  

and Board Chairpersons:  2019 Budget Requests (bright orange) 

will be placed in your mailboxes on November 5 to be  

addressed and completed by your board or committee at your 

November meetings.  Please be on the lookout for them.   

All requests must be submitted to Thelma Lowthert  

by December 2. -  Thank you.  

 

 

Upcoming Events at Good Shepherd UMC  

101 E. 5th Street, Bloomsburg: 
 

Holiday Craft & Vendor Show  

November 10, 10 a.m. - 2 p.m.  
 

Breakfast with Santa 
December 8, 9 .am. - 12 p.m. - RSVP needed.   

 

*See bulletin board in Sunday School hallway for details. 

Proceeds benefit their Bundles of Blessings ministry.   

Reminder:   

FEBC is serving the 

Community Meal at Wesley 

on November 10. 
Please see the sign-up board in 

the narthex to donate items are 

volunteer to serve that day. 

 

 

Empty Bowls Banquet - November 11, 11 - 1:30 p.m. 

Kehr Union Ballroom, Bloomsburg University Campus 

Taste Fall Soups, Purchase locally created artwork and  

gourmet desserts, Live music by Steve Gilliland, 

Tickets are $25 for an artist bowl,  

$10 for adult admission, family prices available.   

Benefits the Bloomsburg Food Cupboard.  

See The Bloomsburg Food Cupboard Facebook Page. 

Protestant Campus Ministry  

Advent Banquet  

Friday, November 30, 6-8 p.m.   

Kehr Union Ballroom, BU Campus.   
 

RSVP by Nov. 21:  

Online at  

vocationexploration.org/annual-speaker event  

OR contact PCM office 

(570) 520-0878 

 pcm@bloomu.edu.   
 

$20. per person, $14 students, $140 table for 8 
 

Parking available at Tri-level (Penn & E 2nd St.) 

Speaker information posted on bulletin board  

in our Sunday school hallway.  



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 2 3  

4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

11 12 13 14 15 16 17 

18 19 20 21 22 23 24 

25 26 27 28 29 30  

Pastor’s Bible 

Study 9:30 a.m. 
 

Choir 7 p.m. 

Christmas  

Play Practice  

     Men’s Bkfst.  

8 am. 

BCE - Noon 
 

Christmas Play 
Practice p.m. 

 

Thanksgiving Basket  

Distribution 

 7:00 p.m. 

Women’s  

Bible Study 

9 a.m. & 6:30 p.m. 
 

Yoga 5:15 p.m. 

Finance  

Committee 

6 p.m. 
 

Deacons 7 p.m. 

Prayer Breakfast 

8:30 a.m. 
 

Community Meal 

@ Wesley 

Harvest Bonfire 

Party 5:30 p.m. 

TIME CHANGE... 

Turn clocks back  

before you go  

Christmas Play 

Practice  

11-11:45 p.m. 

Pastor’s Bible 

Study 9:30 a.m. 
 

Choir 7 p.m. 

Pastor’s Bible 

Study 9:30 a.m. 
 

Choir 7 p.m. 

Trustees   

6 p.m 

Christmas 

 Play Practice  

 

N. Ford 

Rotary  

Soc. Rm. 

 

BSA Venturing  

Lock-In - Soc. Rm. 

Nov. 2 - 3 

BCFund - Noon 

Wreath  

Orders Due 

Wreath Delivery  

to the church. 

Happy  

Thanksgiving! 

Women’s  

Bible Study 

6:30 p.m. 
 

Yoga 5:15 p.m. 

Women’s  

Bible Study 

9 a.m. & 6:30 p.m. 
 

Yoga 5:15 p.m. 
 

Newsletter Deadline 

Women’s  

Bible Study 

9 a.m. & 6:30 p.m. 
 

Yoga 5:15 p.m. 

Tree Fest  
Nov 23-25,  

Nov 30 - Dec 2 
 

Tea Fest 

Nov. 26, 1.p.m. 
 

Gift Card Bingo 

Nov. 28, 6 p.m. 
 

Santa’s  

Breakfast 

Dec. 1, 8:30 a.m. 
 

treefest.org 

1 Jen Powers 

2 Kevin Morgan 

 Andrea Solomon Tartaglia 

3  Brett Michael 

 Eliana Norton 

5   Beth Ann Connor 

6  Larry Faust 

 Drayton Kinney 

7 Rick Lown 

 Jan Walters 

8  Tod Fenstermacher 

 Philip Gray 

9 Cleota Levan 

13 Michael Bair 

14  Myra Johnson 

15  Taylor Sweeney 

 Diane Maneval 

1 Kristina and Travis Culver 

If you are celebrating a birthday or an anniversary 

and do not see your name, please contact the church 

office (784-1241) to provide your information, so we 

are sure to include you on all future lists.  Thank you.  

18 Brenda DeWire 

 Merricki Kashner 

19 Owen Hager 

22  Curt Clark 

24 Jessica Talanca 

25 Nancy Lindenmuth 

26 Mary Lunger  

26  Pam Hardie 

27  Jon Tucker 

29 Sandi Caspersen 

30 Rebecca Lowthert 

Dave & Charlene Outt 

 

Ralph & Eleanor Welliver 

 

Eileen Kovach,  

Brenda DeWire,  

Dave & Charlene Outt 

 

Shirley Kramer  

& Brenda DeWire 



Wednesday, November 21, 7:00 p.m. 
 

First English Baptist Church 
Rev. Dr. Lee Barnhardt 

700 Millville Road 

Bloomsburg, PA  17815 
 

Phone: 570-784-1241 

E-mail: febc700@gmail.com 

www.firstenglishbaptist.org 
OR CURRENT RESIDENT 

 


