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On my mind . . . 

 

Shipwrecked VBS:  Rescued by Jesus 
 

If you weren't there to participate in or to witness our 2018 Vacation Bible School,  

then you probably missed the highlight of our church's year! 

 
Over 40 children ages 4 through 6th grade just concluded a GREAT week of Vacation Bible School.   

Our intrepid VBS Shipwrecked Captain Kristina Culver and her able castaway crew of adults and teens led a 

five-evening offering which included:  Castaway Worship Songs and skit (featuring Madison Culver and  

Paul the Coconut!), Imagination Station, Ship Rec Games, Bible Discovery, KidVid™ Cinema, Tropical 

Treats, and a Sail. Away Sendoff.  Each evening children and adults could contribute to a special World Vision 

service project to purchase crop seeds for children in Haiti—we raised nearly $200!  (Every $10 gift will  

purchase enough seeds to provide a Haitian child with food for one year!!) 

 

The overall theme of the VBS, “Rescued by Jesus,” focused on ways in which our children may be  

anxious in these troubled times and always provided reassurance that “JESUS RESCUES!”  

from every test and trauma of life: 

 

Saturday evening:  When you're lonely . . . JESUS RESCUES! 

Sunday evening:  When you worry . . . JESUS RESCUES! 

Monday evening:  When you struggle . . . JESUS RESCUES! 

Tuesday evening:  When you do wrong . . . JESUS RESCUES! 

Wednesday evening:  When you are powerless . . . JESUS RESCUES! 

 

Annie and I taught the Bible Discovery for the older children.  We read and then acted out the parables of the 

lost coin, the lost sheep, and the lost son; Martha and Mary hosting Jesus in their home; Jesus calming the 

storm of the Sea of Galilee; Peter and John healing the man born lame.  The kids had a lot of fun, made new 

friends, exercised their bodies and their imaginations, witnessed true stories of actual children whom Jesus had 

specially rescued, enjoyed delicious treats, and learned new worship songs and Bible stories that emphasized 

Jesus' love for all people in distress and trouble. 

 

We hosted many children who had little or no prior relationship with our church, which was a delight to see.  

We also were served by a very loyal and dedicated group of teen and adult volunteers who prepared sets, 

games, and lessons, served as crew leaders, purchased, prepared and served edible goodies, cleaned up  

afterward, and generally loved those children in direct and indirect ways all week long.  THANK YOU!!   

YOU KNOW WHO YOU ARE!! 
 

Hopefully, you attended church on June 24th and/or July 1st  and were able to see the Shipwrecked set and 

decorations.  A special, heartfelt thank you to Kristina for her energy, enthusiasm, dedication, loyalty, and  

organizational skills!  And thank you, Lord, for bringing the children. 

 

See you on Sunday! 

Pastor Lee 



Serving the Community Meal @ Wesley - June 16 

 

Here are some pictures from the Community Meal…we served about  

70 grateful people.  Thank you to everyone who worked so hard to make this a 

wonderful day of food and fellowship!  Thank you too for all the donations of 

delicious food and money.  It was a special day of service to our community!  

You are the BEST! - Emily 



Dear Christian Friends:   

Oh thank you for such a perfect gift of Christian concern as I received your prayer list notes.  They were so  

uplifting, especially with my good friends, Clair and Doris Hock, involved in your congregation.  Please give 

them my live.  They are such good friends that bloomed during the winter months in FL during the last  

20 years.  My health during the last 9 months has not been stellar.  Something about heart failure and COPD.  

But, you know, I have been feeling better recently, surely due to Christian prayers like yours and of other 

friends and family.  God bless your congregation - Tommy L. Thompson 

First English Baptist Members, 

I just wanted to take a moment to thank everyone for their prayers, thoughts, concerns, and cards over the  

past year.  June 27, 2018 is one year from my bone marrow transplant and I am in remission and feeling great! 

It means a lot to me that you all pray for me and for my mom.  God is Great!   

Love you all, Beth Conner (Jeanne Coffman’s daughter) 

Dear Friends,  

Thank you SO much for the concern, care and prayers. I, very much, appreciate the prayers and cards you  

have sent.  Please pray for continued healing and that the retinal swelling subsides.  I am so thankful for you  

all and hope to see you soon.   -  In friendship, Marilyn Quick 

Dear Everyone,  

I can’t tell you how much your cards mean to me! Are you still signing them around the Prayer Breakfast table? 

This last year I had to sell my home “Sacred Spaces” and move to an upper flat in a town not far away. 

It was hard to let go of a home I created and the wonderful five acres of land that I gardened, roamed, and really 

enjoyed.   
 

Whenever I had doubts or was grieving the loss of my home, I would receive a card from your group! 

I have now happily moved to an upper above an acupressure/Reiki studio in downtown  

Montello!  It has been the best move of my life! Friends reached out and got me settled here.   

I have a balcony that overlooks the Montello River (here more like a creek).  
 

I try to keep in touch on Facebook to follow all that is happening to all of you. 

Please keep the cards coming to my new address: 
 

Rev. Marilyn Merrill 

PO Box 114 

Montello, WI  53949-114 
 

If you get to the Green Lake Conference Center, I am 

now only about one-half hour away… Let me know if 

you are out this way so we can get to see one another. 
 

Love to all, Marilyn 

 

SUMMER VISITATION PLANNED 
 

You are invited to participate in a summer  

experience that will be so beneficial to you  

and to others!  Join us on Tuesday, July 17th,  

when the Outreach Team visits church family  

shut-ins.  Everyone who has ever been involved 

with the visitations, has been happy they did.   
 

The group meets at the church at 10:00 AM  

and visits with partners to just one shut-in.   
 

Following the visits we all  

have lunch together  

to share our particular visit. 
 

If you have any questions,  

please see Joanne Pileski. 

The choir is taking a break  

for summer.   

We are looking for special  

music volunteers to  

 perform each Sunday during 

the summer months.   

Please see Grace Wallace.   

  



 

We celebrated our graduates on June 17.  Cole Gordner graduated from Dickinson College with a  

Bachelor degree in Political Science Law, and plans to continue with law school.  Glenzuriah Snyder  

graduated with honors from Commonwealth Charter Academy and will attend Mansfield College.   

Brock Bennett graduated with honors from Columbia Montour Vo-Teach, and is headed into the workforce.  

Maria Bachert graduated with honors from Bloomsburg Area High School, and will attend  

Bloomsburg University for pre-med.  Congratulations and best wishes to our graduates! 



Doorkeeper 
Michele Kashner 

 

Greeter 
Ella Jones 

 

Ushers 
Beth Fenstermacher, 

Esther Franklin 

Julie Lown 

& t.b.a. 
 

Communion Outreach 
Grace Wallace 

 

Sunday School  
11 - 11:45 a.m.   

1st - 6th Grade:  Kristina Culver,  

7th - 12th: Travis Culver  

& Annie Barnhardt 
 

Children’s Church 
7/1 X   

7/8 Michele Kashner 

7/15 Linda Eifert 

7/22 Pam Hardie 

7/29 Hannah Gray 

 

EXCITING NEWS! 

It’s time to schedule your picture 

appointment for our New Pictorial 

Church Directory.  Our dates  

for photography will be  

August 1 & 2, from 2 - 8:30 p.m.  

Please see the following page  

for scheduling instructions. 

 

PRAYER BREAKFAST - Upcoming Guest Speakers 
 

JULY 14, 8:30 a.m.   

Wayne and Katherine Niles, International 

Ministries.  Wayne serves as a seconded  

missionary to Interchurch Medical Assistance 

in Democratic Republic of Congo. He is  

involved in full-time service with IMA/ECC 

affiliated health and development activities in 

Congo. Wayne serves as the in-country liaison 

officer with IMA for financial and accounting 

matters. Additionally, Wayne has been helping Congolese people 

through a development project to grow more food. Among other  

activities, the project distributes new seeds, disease resistant varieties 

of crops, and offers women's groups small loans to purchase machines 

for hulling, milling, and producing oil. Katherine is working with a 

group of Congolese Christian professionals in training community 

leaders, urban and rural, to be promoters of health in their communities. 

The staff of a church-related health center in Kinshasa is also using her 

expertise to make their medical ministry more holistic as they care for 

urban poor people.  

 

AUGUST 11, 8:30 a.m. 

Jennifer Billig, and her partner Jennifer 

Cope, Co-founders of Hand in Hand  

Family Resource Center of Columbia/

Montour Counties, will come to speak at our 

August breakfast.  They are truly amazing 

women... mothers themselves to special needs children.  
 

Hand in Hand aims to guide, empower, support and educate the  

caregivers of individuals with health concerns and special needs.   

They plan various events in the community to accomplish these goals.  

(Carey Stewart and family are familiar with Hand in Hand, and are 

grateful for the guidance, support and opportunities they offer.)  
 

Jennifer Billig is also an Inclusion Consultant at Include Me  

From The Start, which is a school based initiative for students with 

complex needs. They work in preschools and all grades throughout 

Pennsylvania. Learn more at www.includemepa.org  The goal of the 

project is to inclusively and meaningfully educate all students with 

complex needs in regular education classrooms. 

Next meeting: 

Tuesday, July 17, 6 p.m. 

Next meeting:    

July 15 at noon 

If anyone took pictures at VBS  

I would love to include them in  

August’s newsletter.   

Please forward them to me in jpg 

format at febc700@gmail.com 

OR you can drop off prints to the 

office for me to scan.   

Thank you - Carey 

http://www.includemepa.org/




July Anniversaries 

1 Sid and Janice Morgan 

3 Don and Bonnie Shoemaker 

6 Sandie and Dave Yule 

10 Phyllis and Bob Meldrum 

11 Jeff and Brooke Lylo 

12 Christine and Kyle Gordon 

 Dick and Carol Martin 

16 Meghan and Scott Kinney 

Please contact the church office ( 570 )  784-1241 to provide any additions or corrections. 

July Birthdays 

2 Joseph Polinchock 

 Alexis Bennett 

3  Jean Bialecki 

 Mark Tappe 

4 Ella Jones 

5  Mike Yerges 

7 Bill Johnson 

8 Joan Franklin 

9 Kimber Kashner 

 Zachary Stout 

 Viola Wolff 

10 Vincent Jones 

 Bob Van Houten 

12 Miranda Ford 

13 Jenn Albertson 

 Billy Crawford 

 Sandie Yule 

14 Kyle Gordon 

 Ashlyn Siciliano 

16 Brandon McCaffrey 

17 Dale Belles 

 Connor Morgan 

18 Art Franklin 

19 Stephanie Kashner 

20 Noah Jones 

 Shirley Kramer 

21 Dave Ford 

 Donna Lemon 

 Lexi Jasman 

24  Brenda Belles 

25  Rosalee McLaughlin 

      Trevor Young 

27  Corada Earlston 

31  Susan Ward 

 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 

8 9 10 11 12 13 14 

15 16 17 18 19 20 21 

22 23 24 25 26 27 28 

29 30 31  

BCE Meeting 

noon 

 

Diaconate Bd.   

7:00 p.m. 

Trustees 

7:00 p.m. 

Outreach  

Visitation 

10 a.m. 
 

Finance Comm. 

 6 p.m. 

Yoga 

5:15 p.m. 

Pastor’s  

Bible Study 

9:30 a.m. 

 

Pastor’s  

Bible Study 

9:30 a.m. 

Pastor’s  

Bible Study 

9:30 a.m. 

Prayer Breakfast 

8:30 a.m. 

Pastor’s  

Bible Study 

9:30 a.m. 



First English Baptist Church 
Rev. Dr. Lee Barnhardt 

700 Millville Road 

Bloomsburg, PA  17815 
 

Phone: 570-784-1241 

E-mail: febc700@gmail.com 

www.firstenglishbaptist.org 
OR CURRENT RESIDENT 

Please remember that hungry children 

do not receive free breakfast and lunch 

during the summer break….   

Families need help providing extra meals 

for their family.  Please consider  

donating kid-friendly items.  

Please place items in the marked bins  

in the elevator hallway.  Thank you. 

 

The Bloomsburg Food Cupboard 

 is asking for donations of coupons 

for cereal.  Please place your  

coupons in the marked box in the  

elevator hallway, along with your 

monthly food donations.  Thank you! 
 

 


