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On my mind . . . 

 

2018 comes to its conclusion . . . .  Thank you for the privilege of serving as your pastor under Christ this past 

year.  Honestly, I'm never quite sure what to include in my “Annual Report.”  Trying to condense and present 

an entire year of my life in a few paragraphs is impossible.  In one previous year's report I thanked by name 

numerous people in our church for the various ministries they had executed that year.  I thought that would  

be received positively but the only feedback I received was from one older, well intentioned member (now  

deceased) who told me my report was a bad idea because surely I had overlooked at least one person who also 

deserved to be thanked publicly and he/she would be unhappy about being overlooked.   Okay then . . . 
 

Here's an overview of what this pastor does . . .   I spend many hours every week preparing for Sunday  

worship — planning, reading, studying, praying, discussing, pondering, writing, rehearsing.  I consider  

preaching God's Word to be one of the most important of my duties.  Even if I have preached on a Scripture 

text in the past, I always start with a blank sheet of paper and write a new, original sermon.  (My sermons 

NEVER come off the internet or out of any book of sermons, etc.).  If the text is New Testament, I typically 

write out my own translation from Greek to English.  I read specific commentaries, consult Bible dictionaries, 

Greek tools, different English translations, and monographs and articles of biblical history and theology.  

I discuss the passage with my Wednesday morning Bible study (you all are invited any Wednesday!  No Bible 

background/knowledge necessary!).  And I listen to my Sunday School feedback group every week to hear 

your points of view.  Fridays and Saturdays are typically sermon-prep and writing days, but also often include 

a meeting at church and/or a hospital or home visit. 
 

Early every Sunday morning,  I (or Larry Bennett) unlock the front door of the church building.  I check the 

lights and heat (or A/C) and then “preach to the pews” (they are very attentive! And quiet!), so I can practice 

my delivery and hear my sermon “out loud.”  I go home for breakfast and to pick up Annie.  Then there is 

choir rehearsal and band practice before worship starts.  Sometimes I have a meeting before choir rehearsal 

(Men's Breakfast, Nominating Committee, etc.) and/or between worship and fellowship/Sunday School. 
 

What I haven't mentioned yet — a vital but unpredictable part of every Sunday — are all the one-to-one  

interactions.  On Sundays, various people (I never know who ahead of time) will come to me happy, sad,  

upset, confused, lonely, desperate, angry, nervous, uncertain, beseeching — you name it — and I do my best to 

listen and help as I can.  (If I sometimes seem distracted as I begin a worship service, it may be because I may 

have just heard a very upsetting story from someone a few moments before.) 
 

The first Sunday of every month is Communion Outreach to some of our home-bound members.  Immediately 

after Sunday School dismisses (and before lunch), Annie accompanies me EVERY time for Communion  

Outreach, as do one or two other church volunteers.  (Thank you, Shirley Kramer, for recruiting them!!).   

This is very rewarding but also exhausting after a long and busy morning in church.  Every second Sunday of 

the month I join the Board of Christian Education in its meeting immediately after Sunday School. 
 

Every first Tuesday evening of each month is the Finance Committee meeting, immediately followed by the 

monthly Diaconate meeting.  I participate in both.  This past year I also attended several of the monthly  

Trustee meetings on the second Tuesday evening of the month.                                                        
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Continued… 
 

Every Wednesday morning, I have breakfast with some of the men of the choir and then Bible Study at church.  

Every Tuesday morning for the past two years I have participated in the community Meditation Group (which 

includes other church members) that has been meeting weekly in our building for many years.  Immediately 

after Meditation each Tuesday, I go volunteer for three hours at the Food Cupboard at Winona (where I see 

Peggy Shrawder and Don Pursel!); I started volunteering there last July by helping Martha Sheehe and Kathy 

Lorelli with client registration, which is my regular job there now (where I use my limited computer skills!).  

Additionally, I sing with the choir and play bass with our Praise Band on Wednesday evenings and Sundays. 
 

Since Saturdays and Sundays are major work days for me, I try to honor Mondays and Thursdays as non-

church work days, but invariably I do work on both days—meetings, visitation, hospital calls, phone calls/

emails/texts, letter-writing, background reading for Bible study/sermons.  (I cannot tell you how many times  

I am asked by a funeral director to officiate a funeral and interment on a Monday or a Thursday.  I always  

say yes.). 
 

I attend the Outreach Team meetings and work their projects (cookie packing, visitation day, Red Cross Blood 

Drive, Esther's Closet, Bloomsburg Fair Ministry, etc.) as I am able.  I attend every Prayer Breakfast, sign 

cards, lead the songs and offer prayer.  I take major roles in Vacation Bible School every summer and lead 

adult membership gatherings as scheduled with the Deacons.  I write a monthly Family Times cover article.   

I pray for and with people.  I meet with whomever asks to talk with me.  I help the Lay Moderator with 

Advisory Board meetings.  Thanks to technology I am available as pastor virtually “24/7” and have been  

contacted and consulted even when away on vacation. 
 

I make acute hospital calls and sudden emergency contacts/visits a very high priority, even for people who are 

not members/friends of our church.  Whenever asked, I go.  That is what a pastor does. 

 

      Continued... 

What an amazing  group of workers we had, who showed so much love at the Community Meal on  

November 10th!  Thank you so much for all your help and donations… many hands make light the work!  

A BIG thank you to Doris Hock for keeping things organized!  (not pictured but great helpers:  

Ella and Joe Jones, Anne Van Houten, Emily Ruckle) We served over 80 happy meals!  



Continued… 
 

For over a decade, every week I deliver the recorded 

worship service to WHLM for the following Sunday's 

radio broadcast (many thanks to the Jones family for 

making this ministry possible for many years!).  I fre-

quently hear of people listening regularly to our service 

on the radio before going to their own church!  I make 

sure Becky Lowthert, our FEBC webmaster,  has sermon 

texts and titles for the posting of sermons on our FEBC 

web page.  (Thank you, Jen Powers and Travis Culver, 

our Facebook page editors, and Becky, for bringing us 

into the 21st Century of communication!). 
 

Regular physical exercise is very important to 

me; it helps me mentally, emotionally, and 

physically.  I used to run hills often—I have 

been a runner for 40 years.  But a joint problem 

in one toe prevents that now, so I swim, two or 

three times a week, a mile or more each time, at 

the Bloomsburg University pool.  Over the last 

almost three years of swimming there (since 

March 2016), I have made many community 

friends; there is a whole group of regular swim-

mers and most are older than I (I'm 61 this 

year).  The oldest are north of 90 years!  I have 

gotten to know University staff there, too, and 

they know I am a pastor.  We have regular con-

versations.  My exercise program has become a 

community outreach for me which I did not ex-

pect but which I have come to treasure in a spe-

cial way. 
 

What else does this pastor do? . . . Things I do which 

no one sees:  set up and take down tables and chairs 

for groups weekly, vacuum when needed, paint (the 

blue meeting room beside the church office is my 

and Annie's handiwork), monitor and program ther-

mostats (and change dead thermostat batteries), ad-

just A/C and heat throughout the building, clean and 

organize storage spaces, “water” the piano humidi-

fier, clean toilets/bathrooms when needed, lock and 

unlock the building for others, and turn off lights left 

on throughout our building when everyone else has 

vacated.  I mop leaks and report water damage, move 

trash bags into the dumpster, water flower/plants 

from the worship service or funeral services 

(sometimes delivering them to others). 
 

I do all my own word processing/typing (like this 

report, which by the way, I am writing on a Thurs-

day).  Always handwritten, never typed, are the per-

sonal welcome notes I write and send to worship 

visitors, sometimes  

                                                          Continued... 
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multiple times, to communicate our appreciation for their presence with us.  (I have a complete, ongoing log of 

my 18 years of correspondence with church members and visitors).  Many, many times do I compose, place and 

replace the roadside message (others do this too) on the outside church sign, though less often lately, which is 

why the sign, as I write, has been blank for weeks.  (This is a physically difficult task that consumes at least an 

hour each time I do it—you are welcome to try it.)  I pull weeds in the front flowerbeds and this fall, I dead-

headed the new rose bushes now there; I fill the outside fountain whenever I see that the water level is too low.  

With Thelma I provide office coverage when Carey cannot be there.  I have personally washed, dried, folded, 

and returned to the drawers the used kitchen hand towels.  I do light cleaning in the kitchen if I ever see the 

need there.  I have mounted a whiteboard on a classroom wall, updated bulletin boards in the hallways, repaired 

inoperable door knobs, weeded the outdoor fire pit, and checked the baptistery plumbing for leaks (a bit com-

plicated). 
 

And I didn't just start doing these things in 2018; I have been doing such things for the past 18 years. I believe 

that if I see something that needs to be done for our church and I can do it, then it's my job. 
 

A major pastoral activity is my listening to people's complaints and unhappiness with life, with the church, with 

other people, with me.  This is not easy.  Sometimes I must bite my tongue.  I pray with people and for people 

often. 
 

This year has been difficult on many levels for me as a pastor.  I often feel very alone. 
 

Thank you for your kindness and understanding.  I believe we are a good, strong, faithful church and I tell  

people exactly that, repeatedly and emphatically, when I am about in the community.  Please forgive my  

numerous errors and mistakes.  Please let me know how I may serve you better. 
 

For Christ and Christ's kingdom, your servant 

Pastor Lee 



 

The deadline for submissions for the  

February issue of THE FAMILY TIMES  

is Thurs., January 24 by 10 a.m.  Please submit 

articles to Carey at the church office - preferably 

by e-mail at febc700@gmail.com   If you have 

any questions or need assistance  please do not 

hesitate to contact me at (570) 784-1241.   

 

THE FINANCE 

COMMITTEE  

will meet on January 7 

at 5:30 p.m.,  

to prepare the 

2019 Budget.  

It was a wonderful Christmas Pageant…the kids  

stole the show! Kristina and the Board of Christian  

Ed did such a super job directing the children.  

The luncheon afterwards was delicious, thanks to 

Linda Eifert for organizing this. Over 100 people  

attended and there was a surprise visitor…  

Santa Claus! A good time was had by all!  
 

Sunday School, Children’s Church, and Nursery  

Volunteers for January will be announced in future  

Sunday Bulletins. The next BCE Meeting - t.b.a.  

Thank you to 

Emily Ruckle 

for contributing  

pictures for  

 this newsletter.  

 

THANK YOU 
 

Dear Church Family, 
 

Thank you for your most generous holiday gift  

to us! We are most appreciative and grateful!   

Thank you also for a wonderful year of ministry  

together in 2018.  We count it a great blessing to 

be here with you all and are looking forward to  

serving with you in 2019.  Thank you for your  

faithfulness, care, kindness, and hospitality in 

Christ's name.  No one experiences these gifts  

more than we do.  Thank you. 
 

Happy New Year!! - Pastor Lee and Annie 

 

Linus Blanket Workshop:  Everyone is  

welcome to join us for our blanket making  

sessions which will be every Monday in  

January (beginning January 7) following 

Women’s Bible Study - 11 a.m.  We will  

meet depending on the weather, and if there is 

Bible Study.  Also, please bring sharp fabric 

scissors if you have your own.  Thank you.   



 

Our annual CONGREGATIONAL MEETING will be held 

January 20, 2019, following worship and fellowship time.   

There will be no Sunday School.  An organized event will be 

planned to keep the children entertained during the meeting.   

Please mark your calendars and plan on attending. 

- and- 

2018 Annual Reports for Boards and Committees need to be 

turned in to the church office by no later than Monday,  

January 8.  Please call Carey in the church office  

(570) 784-1241 if you need assistance to complete your report. 

2019 New Leaders Slate 

Position Out-Going 2019 Nominee Serves 

Through 

Deacon Suzanne Polinchock Marcy Kreischer 2021 

Deacon Ella Jones Mike Currey 2021 

Deacon Shirley Kramer Annie Barnhardt 2021 

Trustee Larry Bennett Mark Sweeney 2021 

Trustee Mike Currey Don Pursel 2021 

Trustee Brenda DeWire (open) 2021 

BCE Annie Barnhardt Madison Culver 2021 

BCE Brooke Lylo Brenda DeWire 2021 

BCE Carolyn Sweeney Kim McLaughlin 2021 

Lay Moderator  Dave Ford (2nd term) 2020 

Human Resources Kara Shultz Nancy Ford 2019 

Human Resources Joanne Pileski Mike Currey 2021 

Church Clerk  Jan Davis  2022 

Asst. Treasurer  Thelma Lowthert 2019 

Asst. Financial Sec.  Ginnie Kocher 2019 

Receipt Clerk Sue Clark Delores Bennett 2019 

Receipt Clerk  Bonnie Shoemaker 2019 

Receipt Clerk  Julie Lown 2019 

Endowment Mgr. Claude Renninger Michael Baer 2020 

 

2018 Nomination Committee:  Annie Barnhardt, Mary Clapp, Mike Currey,  

Dave Ford, Shirley Kramer & Pastor Lee 
 

Thank you to all of our outgoing officers  

who have finished their terms in 2018.   
 

Welcome and thank you to our incoming officers  

beginning their terms of office in 2019. 
 





Offering of Gratitude and Remembrance 
 

Thank you to everyone who participated in our Offering of Gratitude and Remembrance on December 23.  

Because of your generosity and the generosity of our anonymous donors, $13,369.00 in over and above gifts 

has been added to our General Undesignated giving!!! 
 

Our church family is blessed by your overwhelming response to this offering. Thank you for prayerfully taking 

the time to determine your gift and for your thoughtful listing of those who have made an impact on your life 

through their teaching, preaching, witness and daily walk with God.  
 

With our gifts, we have named and remembered the following men and women who have been a part of our 

faith journeys:   

Betty Fisher, Mary Lou John, Martha Smith, Bertha Carter, Mary Ruth Beagle, Jimmy Rupert, Dale Franklin, 

Rev. Vincent Siciliano, Earl Tarbox, Calfernia Tarbox. Ada Spencer, Rev. Davidson, Rev. Whitney,  

Frank Hunsinger, Rev. Dr. Lee & Annie Barnhardt, Irma & Elwyn VanHouten, Rev. Dr. Robert Slaughter, 

Rev. Dr. Richard Brown, Thelma Lowthert, Kristina & Travis Culver, Mr. Coleman, Reggie Ezell,  

Elva Sproehnle, Wilson Sproehnle, Don Sproehnle, Roy Sproehnle, Mikel Strickland, Rick Deugnan,  

Nancy Kingston, Bob Levan, Rev. Jay Dicks McKell, Rev. Dick Hunter, Rev. A. Allen Gardner,  

Rev. Dr. Ken Dean, Dr. John Ledbetter, Gwen Ledbetter, Sister Maloney, Janey Leone, Jim Bissett,  

Peggy Shrawder, Al & Helen Price Esther Franklin, Sally Morrison, Jeanette & Tom Holtzman,  

Char & Dave Outt, Sandie Yule, Michele Kashner, Lynwood Leverette, Darryl Battle, Terri Stowe,  

Dot & Ray Cronover, Madge & Doug Ensley, Rev. Dr. Bob Croyle, Rev. Walter Guigley,  

Paul & Louise Fisher, Warren Clemens, Shirley Clemens, Norma Benson, Mary & Gordon Clapp,  

Elmer & Wilma Paul, Grace Wallace, the Shaffer Family, Pastor Singer, Sally Anthony, Jack Johnson,  

Emily Ruckle, Mary Boyer, Hannah Smith, Rev. Robert Faatz, Thelma Gorman, Louisa Purcell,  

Natalie Reese, Paul & Louise Fisher, Lisa Kauffman and St. Peter’s United Methodist Church Family. 
 

May God continue bless our church family that we, too, may be witnesses for Jesus Christ and be a beacon for 

others to come to know and love Him. 
 

Thelma M. Lowthert 

 

PRAYER BREAKFAST - Saturday, January 12, 8:30 a.m. 

Guest Speaker & topic :  t.b.a.  Food, Fellowship, Hymns and Card Ministry are also on the menu.   

Hope to see you there!!! 

We had an awesome Prayer Breakfast Saturday, 

December 8th.  Lynette Smith spoke about their 

families upcoming missionary trip to Haiti. 

(Brian was back in Meadville because his 

Grandma had a medical emergency.)  Lynette is  

so bubbly and excited for their new adventure and 

told us some of the things they were planning on 

doing while missionaries there.  Educating Haitian 

people about sanitation was one their main hopes. 

Dave and Nancy Ford hosted Lynette and her two 

sons, Ricky and Calen.  Anne Van Houten served 

delicious oatmeal with a gourmet assortment of 

toppings!  



Thank you to Thelma for 

leading the bell choir  

every Sunday through 

the Christmas season. 





JANUARY BIRTHDAYS 

1 Judy Snavely 

2 Matt Hunter 

3 Madison Mall 

4 Floyd Walters 

5 John Gordner 

 Harold Kashner, Jr. 

 Mark Sweeney 

6 Jeff Long 

7 Angela Storer 

8 Pam Lynn 

9 Steve Fritz 

 Christine Stewart 

10 Charlene Outt 

 Sherry Solomon 

11 Leigh Ann Hunter 

12 Jeanne Coffman 

      Sid Morgan 

13 Gary Hilderbrandt 

 Brock Bennett 

 Hannah Gray 

 

15 Chad Thomas 

17 Meghan Kinney 

18 Dave Outt 

20 Carol Venuto 

21 Emma Crawford 

22  Carol Martin 

23  Anne Williams 

30  Lois Stauder 

 

JANUARY ANNIVERSARIES 

13 Ruth and Mike Bair 

 

If you are celebrating a birthday or an  

anniversary and do not see your name,  

please contact the church office (784-1241)  

to provide your information, so we are sure 

to include you on all future lists.   

Thank you.  

 

JANUARY VOLUNTEERS  

 

Greeter:  Don Pursel  

 

Doorkeeper:  Jean Cleaver 

 

Ushers:  Beth Fenstermacher, 

Mary Clapp & t.b.a. 

 

Communion Outreach: 

Jan Davis & Joanne Pileski 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 2 3 4 5 7 

6 8 9 10 11 12 

13 14 15 16 17 18 19 

20 21 22 23 24 25 26 

27 28 29 30 31   

Prayer  

Breakfast 

8:30 a.m. 

 

 

 

 

choir 7 p.m. 

   

Trustees 6:00 p.m. 

 

Diaconate Bd.   

7:00 p.m. 

Annual  

Meeting    

after church         

2018 Annual 

Report due 
 

Women’s bible 

study 9 am.  

& 6:30 p.m. 
 

Linus Blanket  

11 a.m. 
 

Yoga 5:15 p.m. 
 

finance comm. 

5:30 p.m. 

quilters in 

bloom 

noon - 3 p.m. 

m. kreischer 

    Women’s bible 

    study 9 am.  

    & 6:30 p.m. 

Linus Blanket 

11 a.m. 

Yoga 5:15 p.m. 

newsletter  

deadline 

 

Pastor’s  

Bible Study  

9:30 a.m. 

 

choir 7 p.m. 

 

Pastor’s  

Bible Study  

9:30 a.m. 

 

choir 7 p.m. 

 

Pastor’s  

Bible Study  

9:30 a.m. 

 

choir 7 p.m. 

 

Pastor’s  

Bible Study  

9:30 a.m. 

 

choir 7 p.m. 

    Women’s bible 

    study 9 am.  

    & 6:30 p.m. 

Linus Blanket 

11 a.m. 

Yoga 5:15 p.m. 

    Women’s bible 

    study 9 am.  

    & 6:30 p.m. 

Linus Blanket 

11 a.m. 

Yoga 5:15 p.m. 

Pastor Lee Away 
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