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On my mind . . . 

 

Ruth Dorothy “Dottie” Brooking 

September 10, 1929-May 12, 2019 

 

 

In honor and memory of a wonderful member of our church, Dottie Brooking, I thought I might use this 

space to share with you some of my words from the Memorial Service of Friday, May 17. 

 

What words can I find to describe a woman like Dottie Brooking? Loving, strong, courageous, hard- 

working . . . Determined, dedicated, strong-willed . . . Independent, brave, giving. Most all of you here 

have known Dottie far longer than I, so I'm sure you would have many more words—but somehow I'm  

at a loss to capture fully in any words my experience of Dot Brooking. And it is hard to talk about Dot 

without also talking about Charlie because there was rarely one without the other for me, and they just 

belong together in my mind. 

 

They were engaged 5 or 6 times before sealing the deal, but 71 years later, it was clearly a good choice! 

Their devotion to each other has been an inspiration to me and, I'm sure, to many of you. Not only did 

Dot and Charlie raise Chuck together and give him a loving home and family, but they also ran two 

restaurants together, worked auto races and demolition derbies together. Dot learned to love hunting  

and fishing because Charlie loves to hunt and fish, and she wanted to share that enthusiasm and time  

with him.   

 

They are both totally dedicated to First English Baptist Church. They were married by Rev. Whitney in 

the (then) church parsonage on 3rd Street by the meeting house. In recent years their health and more 

limited mobility have made regular church participation a challenge, but with Christina's help they have 

been present many Sundays recently—even the Sunday before Dot died! And remember, she had been  

on dialysis for the past 3 years! Still she came. 

 

Dot and Charlie both were always a pleasure to visit with! Always warm, kind, gracious, and friendly. 

And not once have I ever heard Dot, or Charlie, complain or gripe about anyone or anything. They have 

not been spared great life challenges either. Charlie is a PT Boat, World War II veteran, as you all know. 

Charlie later sustained a very serious back injury. Dottie endured a terrible accident with a lawn tractor. 

 

Last Saturday, as our Prayer Breakfast speaker, Charlie offered one of the most personal and moving 

testimonials about the power of prayer and God's faithfulness in his life—and his and Dot's life together 

—and he was very open about many personal challenges and obstacles he and Dot have faced. I wish the 

entire church had heard his witness! 

 

So many times the easy choice would have been to blame or complain or give up—and they chose to 

pray, to trust God, and to keep going and refuse to collapse into cynicism or bitterness. They are both an 

inspiration to me and I hope I can be like them in their positive attitude toward life and living. 

 

 

 

 



Continued… 
 

Dottie was a fighter. One of the toughest persons I think I have ever known. She would not give up. She loved  

life. She loved Charlie and Chuck and Christina and Amanda and Ashley and Jayden and Denise and all the people 

around her. 
 

But these bodies of ours here on earth are physical and mortal. They simply do not last forever. That's what the 

apostle Paul meant when he called his body a “tent,” a kind of temporary and impermanentshelter that lasts only 

for a brief time. 
 

As we age, we recognize how right he is and, if we are blessed with long life, as Dot was, the tent of our body  

simple wears out. Dot Brooking lived a very full mortal life—she wanted more but the body could not accommo-

date her desire. 
 

In our loss we grieve. And losing one so dear is a tremendous pain and hardship; nothing anyone can say or do can 

remove or lessen that pain, because it is the pain of love. But we know that Dot is no longer suffering and is safe 

and secure in the Lord's care now. As Paul reminds us, “We grieve, but not as thosewho have no hope.” 
 

We are always in Christ Jesus, whether in this world or the next. “Because He Lives,” we live too.  We hold on to 

that assurance in faith, because we know God is faithful, and we know Jesus lives, because He lives within us  

even now. 
 

Charlie requested that we might sing together one of their favorite hymns, “Because He Lives”--but first, I'd like to 

call on Charlie to come up and share a few words and a special prayer with us. (At this point in the service, Charlie 

came forward and shared very personal words which I will not attempt to paraphrase here, but after these, he read a 

written prayer of great importance to him called “The Unafraid Prayer,” author unknown, which appears below.) 
 

The Unafraid Prayer 
 

Lord, I know that when I feel afraid you 

want to calm my heart. Yet at this very  

moment, I'm not at peace about my  

condition. The enemy wants me to be  

consumed by fear. But Your word reminds me, 

“Yea, though I walk through the valley of the 

shadow of death, I will fear no evil,  

for Thou art with me”—My health may fail, and 

my spirit may grow weak, but God  

remains the strength of my heart; He is mine for-

ever. Thank you, my Lord God, that I can face my 

fears unafraid, knowing You are  

always and forever with me. Amen. 
 

If you want to give Charlie a call, he can be  

reached at 570-387-1254 or send a greeting 

to 330 W. 3rd St., Apt. 314, Bloomsburg,  

PA 17815. He would be grateful to hear  

from you. 
 

See you on Sunday! 
 

Pastor Lee 

 

*Pastor Lee and Annie will be in North Carolina  

visiting family from June 12-17.  In case of  

pastoral emergency, please contact a member  

of the Diaconate Board.  Kevin Morgan will be  

leading worship on June 16, and Charlene Outt  

will lead Children’s Moment.  

 

The family of Ruth Dorothy “Dottie” Brooking 

would like to take this opportunity to thank  

all you who attended her service, brought food,  

and sent flowers and sympathy cards.  And, a  

special thank you to the Kitchen Committee.   

With Grateful Appreciation, 

Charles J. Brooking & Family 

 

 

Thank you to my church family for the prayers, 

cards and concern during my recent illness.  

- Jean Coffman 



 

We will be serving the COMMUNITY MEAL  
at Wesley on Saturday, June 15.  Join the fun  

and fellowship from 9 a.m. -1:00 p.m. at  

Wesley United Methodist Church.  It’s a picnic 

lunch.  Thank you for your generous donations of 

food, time and money! It is greatly appreciated by 

the people who need a warm meal in our town. 

Men’s Breakfast 
Sunday, June 19, 8 a.m. 
Happy Father’s Day!!! 

 

SUMMER VISITATION PLANNED 
 

You are invited to participate in a summer  

experience that will be so beneficial to you  

and to others!  Join us on Tuesday, June 18th,  

when the Outreach Team visits church family  

shut-ins.  Everyone who has ever been involved 

with the visitations, has been happy they did.   
 

The group meets at the church at 10:00 AM  

and visits with partners to just one shut-in.   
 

Following the visits we all  

have lunch together  

to share our particular visit. 
 

If you would like to partici-

pate or have any questions,  

please see Doris Hock or Esther Franklin. 

We welcome into our church family a delightful couple,  

Dan and Karen Thrasher who have transferred their  

membership to First English Baptist Church. 

Charlie Brooking spoke at Prayer Breakfast in 

May about his life and how the Lord and Dot had 

brought him through the tough times.  It was such 

a heartfelt love story.   
 

Charlie’s daughter-in-law, Christina has been  

such an amazing help to them these past years as 

life has gotten more difficult. She has brought  

Dot and Charlie to church every Sunday they  

were able, which has been a joy for all of us 

 …  Charlie calls Chris his angel. 

 

All he ladies received beautiful flowers for 

Mother’s Day from the children of our church. 

 

Prayer Breakfast 
June 8, 8:30 a.m. Thelma Lowthert  

will be our guest speaker. 
Feed your spirit with inspiring words 

and fine fellowship! 



Next BCE Meeting June 16, at noon 
 

JUNE VOLUNTEERS 
 

SUNDAY SCHOOL  
 

1st - 6th grade:  Kristina Culver & Annie Barnhardt  
 

Jr/Sr High:  Bob Hardie & Jan Davis 
 

CHILDREN’S CHURCH  6/2 Madison Culver    

6/9 Michele Kashner  6/16 Father’s Day - Jen Powers 

6/23 Brooke Lylo   6/30 t.b.a. 

 

The choir is taking a break for summer.   

We are looking for special music  

volunteers to  perform each Sunday  

during the summer months.   

Please see Grace Wallace.   

YOUTH EVENT 
 

June 9th at noon - going to the movies to 

see The Secret Life of Pets 2  

Meet in the Oasis Room  

right after Sunday school. 

Having pizza for lunch  

and then out to AMC in  

Bloomsburg for the  

matinee.  We are  

covering cost of kids  

but adults are welcome  

to come along.  

Our “beary” special De Maneval surprised 

us with handmade adorable bears to give to 

all her night time Bible Study girls!  

Thank you, De! You are too sweet!  

will be June 2.  

Women’s Bible Study:  New study begins Mon., June 3, 9 a.m. & 6:30 p.m. 

“Borrowing from best-selling studies by Beth Moore, Priscilla Shirer,  

Lisa Harper, Kelly Minter, and Jennifer Rothschild, explore crucial  

moments in the lives of five Old Testament figures—Queen Esther,  

Gideon, Hosea, Malachi, and Nehemiah.  Strengthen your faith as you walk 

alongside these larger-than-life figures who all chose to obey God no matter 

the circumstances.”  Cost of the book is $15.00 payable at first week.   

 

Volunteers are needed to provide light refreshments for our Fellowship Time following worship each Sunday.  

The sign up sheet to volunteer is located downstairs in the social room on the beverage station countertop.   

Please note that two people can sign up together as a team for the same week to provide a sweet and/or savory,  

and beverages.  Thank you.  

Advisory Board Meeting 

Sunday, June 9, Noon 

All are welcome to attend!  



If you are celebrating a birthday or an anniversary and do not see your name, 

please contact the church office (570) 784-1241 to provide your information, so 

you will be included on all future lists. Thank you.  

ANNIVERSARIES 

5  Janet and Larry Bennett 

6  Kim and John McLaughlin 

8 Carey and Brian Stewart 

11 Joan and Paul Franklin 

16 Ralph and Eleanor Welliver 

18  Jon and Marie Tucker 

20 Sherry and Mark Solomon 

25 Joe and Ella Jones 

28  Doris and Clair Hock  

29  Emily and Steve Ruckle 

 

BIRTHDAYS 

2 Bobby & Brian Lloyd 

3  Anna Kashner 

5  Jordyn Mertz 

7 Jackson Lylo 

8  Bill Snavely 

9  Kristen Lown Forner 

 Brynn Karnes 

10  Brooke Lylo 

12 Polly Siciliano 

13 Chris Davis 

14  Jan Bryan-Davis 

 Jonathan Tucker 

16  Jean Cleaver 

 Olivia Crawford 

    Scott Kinney 

 Lillian McLaughlin 

18 Dick Martin 

19  Amanda Brooking 

21   Joan George 

      Sasha Strickland 

 Landon Yule 

23 Judah Emas 

 

 

VOLUNTEERS  
 

Doorkeepers 

Joanne Pileski & Esther Franklin  

 

GreeterS 

t.b.a. 
 

Ushers 

Terry Lehman, Ginnie Kocher, 

Esther Franklin & t.b.a. 
 

Communion  

Outreach 

Joanne Pileski 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 

2 3 4 5 6 7 8 

9 10 11 12 13 14 15 

16 17 18 19 20 21 22 

23 24 25 26 27 28 29 

30  

men’s breakfast 

8:00 a.m. 
 

bce - noon 
 

Kevin Morgan leading worship 

Char Outt - Children Moment 

febc serving 

community 

meal 

& Wesley 

Prayer  

Breakfast 

8:30 a.m. 

 

AGAPE DINNER 

Sandie - s rm. 

Pastor’s  

Bible Study  

9:30 a.m. 

 

Trustees  

6:30 p.m. 

Women’s bible 

study 9 am.  

& 6:30 p.m. 
 

Yoga 5:15 p.m. 

Finance Comm. 

5:30 p.m. 

 

Diaconate Bd.   

Pastor’s  

Bible Study  

9:30 a.m. 

Pastor’s  

Bible Study  

9:30 a.m. 

Pastor’s  

Bible Study  

9:30 a.m. 

Women’s bible 

study 9 am.  

& 6:30 p.m. 
 

Yoga 5:15 p.m. 

Women’s bible 

study 9 am.  

& 6:30 p.m. 
 

Yoga 5:15 p.m. 

Women’s 

bible study  

9 am. & 6:30 p.m. 
 

Yoga 5:15 p.m. 

father’s day! 

newsletter  

deadline 

25   Sabrina Hunsinger 

    Carol Robbins 

27 Bill Lowthert, IV 

29 Kyleigh Cullen 

 Cordell Tappe 

30 Carey Stewart 

Youth -  

Pizza & Movie 
 

Advisory board 

meeting - noon 
 

Baptism Sunday 

 

graduate  

Sunday 

summer  

visitation 

10 a.m. 



First English Baptist Church 
Rev. Dr. Lee Barnhardt 

700 Millville Road 

Bloomsburg, PA  17815 
 

Phone: 570-784-1241 

E-mail: febc700@gmail.com 

www.firstenglishbaptist.org 
OR CURRENT RESIDENT 

Supplies Needed: 
We need lots of stuff for our mission! 

If you are able to help, please see our display 

in the narthex, take a card  

with a needed item written on it  

and bring it back to us before VBS. 
 

Volunteers Needed: 
Blast off with us on a mission to Mars! 

Adults and teenagers are needed to 

be Shuffle Captains. 

 

Sign up today in the narthex or see Kristina 

Culver for more information! 

Even if you don’t volunteer, please stop by Mission Command during VBS.  You will be able to witness our kids 

(and volunteers) having lots of fun learning about the power of God.  It might even inspire you to join in the fun 

next year! 

For everyone ages 3  

and up! 
 

To register, visit our  

table in the narthex or call 

(570) 784-1241. 


