
First Baptist Church Big Spring, TX COVID-19 Response Plan 
 
Facility Guidelines 
 
1. Entering the facility is an assumption of risk as outlined in signs posted on 
doors.  Those entering assume the risk of possible infection with COVID19 or any 
other infectious disease despite FBC Big Spring’s increased cleaning and sanitation 
practices. 
2. Hand sanitizer is at entrances and in classrooms. 
3. Masks are encouraged, but not required, and are available at entrances. 
4. Both the front and back sections on the east side (piano side) of the sanctuary 
are “mask required” sections from August 15, 2021 going forward.  A mask must 
be worn if sitting in one of those two sections.  Social distancing must also be 
observed in those two sections.  The remaining eight sections of the sanctuary 
will remain mask optional. 
5. The offering plate will not be passed in the two “mask required” sections, 
offering boxes remain in place at exits. 
 
 
Notification 
 
1. First Baptist Church will encourage any member or attender to notify the 
church if they test positive for COVID19, but FBC cannot require it. 
 
2. If any individual test positive themselves or is aware of a person that attended 
an FBC on campus event or church sponsored event and tested positive, we are 
strongly requesting that Pastor Mark Lindsey or Administrator Jonathan Raffini be 
notified so the church can be notified and contact tracing can be done to the best 
of our ability.  Strict confidentiality will be maintained, and no names will be 
released without the express written permission of the individual.  Pastor Mark 
Lindsey or Administrator Jonathan Raffini will serve in the role as official church 
spokesperson to both the church and/or media if applicable.   
 
3. Pastor Mark Lindsey will contact that individual if name is provided and 
determine when that person was present in the church facility, in order to trace 
contacts. 
 



4. FBC will assist local health officials in contact tracing as applicable and legally 
allowable.  Strict confidentiality will be maintained, and no names will be released 
without the express written permission of the affected. 
 
7. FBC will directly inform, as best as possible, those that had close contact with 
the person that tested positive.  Close contact is defined by the CDC as “anyone 
who was within 6 feet of an infected person for at least 15 minutes starting from 
48 hours before the person began feeling sick until the time the infected person 
was isolated.”  Those individuals that are informed of that close contact should 
practice extra cautious awareness and prepare to self-isolate and refrain from 
attending any events on the church campus or sponsored by the church is any 
symptoms show.   
 
8. Any person who experiences symptoms of COVID19 should self-isolate for 10 
days or 7 days and testing negative after that 7 days, but not before until the 
following conditions are met unless: 

-the individual obtains a medical professional’s note clearing the individual 
for return to public based on an alternative diagnosis.  Example, a fever is a 
symptom of COVID19, but other illnesses as well. 
-the individual is fully vaccinated, although if exposure to a confirmed covid 
case, quarantine is not required, but the individual should receive a covid 
test 3-5 days after exposure, unless symptomatic, which will require 
quarantine. 
 

9. Disclosure of vaccination status will not be required of any member or attender 
of any FBC sponsored event.  Individuals willing to disclose that they have been 
fully vaccinated will fall under the more lenient quarantine and testing 
recommendations, but that information will not be asked for, only received if 
volunteered by the individual.  For the safety of others in the church, individuals 
not volunteering vaccination status information will be assumed to not be fully 
vaccinated and fall under the traditional quarantine policies as outlined earlier in 
this policy. 

 
10. In the case of an individual who has been diagnosed with a case of COVID19, 
the individual may return to the church campus or church sponsored events when 
ALL three of the following criteria have been met: 



-At least 24 hours have passed since recovery (resolution of fever without 
the use of fever reducing medications)  
-The individual has shown improvement in symptoms (cough, shortness of 
breath etc.) 
-At least 10 days have passed since symptoms first appeared. 
 

11. Any individual in the same household as a confirmed or diagnosed case of 
COVID19 who experiences any of the symptoms of COVID19, whether they test 
positive or not, should self-isolate for at least 10 days or 7 days if receiving a 
negative test after 7 days..  If no symptoms occur during that period the individual 
will be welcome to return to the church campus or church sponsored events.  
Fully vaccinated individuals will follow the policy listed above in item 9 as it 
relates to this. 
 
12. Any individual asked to self-quarantine by school or work should do the same 
related to church. 
 
13. FBC staff will see to the very best of their ability that these policies are being 
followed by all that attend any church campus events or church sponsored 
events.   


