
What we want students to learn: That Jesus’ sacrifice on the cross makes holiness available to them.

What we want students to do with what they’ve learned: To articulate how this fact changes the way they see themselves.

Scripture Focus: Leviticus 20:26, Ephesians 1:3-8, Colossians 1:21-23

Overview: God is holy. And from His calling of Abram as the father of the Israelites to His call on Christ-followers today, 
God desires for His people to be holy as well. God wants a people who live in line with His character. This was the reason 
for giving the Israelites the Law so that they would be separated from the surrounding God-less nations. However, the Isra-
elites couldn’t perfectly obey God’s commands and neither can we. Our sin nature keeps us from holiness. But God knows 
this. Since the beginning, He’s had a plan in mind, and that plan was Jesus. Through Jesus’ sacrifice on the cross, all who 
believe in Him are made holy by God’s grace. And this fact changes everything. 

TEACHER PREP VIDEO 
Each Amplify lesson comes with a Teacher Prep Video. These are short videos designed to help you grasp the main 
point of the lesson as you prepare to teach.

To access your Holiness lesson 30 Teacher Prep Video, login to your Lesson Manager, navigate to lesson 30 and click on the 
“Background” tab. You’ll notice the Teacher Prep Video near the top of the Lesson Manager window.

BIBLE BACKGROUND
The Bible Background is designed to help you provide some context for the Scripture you’ll be studying. The Details 
gives you background info for each book, The Setting informs you what’s happening in and around the passage, and 
The Main Point gives you an overview of how the passage will be used in the lesson.
 
 • What do we mean by “context”? In every YM360 Bible study lesson, you’ll notice we make a point to 
    encourage you to provide the context for the passages you study. By “context” we mean at the very least 
    helping students know who wrote the book, when it was written, and why it was written. 
 
 • What’s the big deal? When we teach the Bible without giving context, students don’t get a “big picture” 
    understanding of the story of the Bible. But this view is vital to grasping the story of God’s plan of 
    redemption for humankind. As you teach, use the Bible Background to help summarize the context. 

THE DETAILS
Leviticus
 • Author: While there’s no specific author named in the text, Moses is the accepts author for Leviticus, with 
    some editing and additions done after his death (such as the account of his death.
 • Timeframe: The dating of the book of Leviticus is thought to be around the fifteenth or thirteenth century BC, 
    depending on when one dates the Hebrew exodus out of Egypt. 
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 • Purpose: The title “Leviticus” simply means “things concerning the Levite,” but the book is not just for those 
    concerned with priestly duties. It is considered to be a continuation of Exodus, and therefore a continuation 
    of the story of the Hebrew people and their relationship with God.
Ephesians 
 • Author: The Apostle Paul wrote the letters to the Ephesians. Of course, we know Paul as the one-time chief 
    enemy of the Church. After his miraculous conversion on the road to Damascus, Paul would go on to have a 
    position of great importance in the early Church and beyond. He wrote 13 of the 27 books of the New Testament. 
 • Timeframe: Ephesians was probably written by Paul from prison in the latter years of his life, sometime 
    around 60 or 61 AD.
 • Purpose: Paul had a very close relationship with the church in Ephesus. It seems as if the motivation for the letter 
    was simply that the church would know how he was faring in his imprisonment. But, true to form, Paul couldn’t help 
    but teach. The letter covers general teaching on the work of Christ to redeem believers, unity among believers, and 
    how believers are supposed to conduct themselves.
Colossians
 • Author: The Apostle Paul identified himself as the author of Colossians.
 • Timeframe: Most people believe Colossians was written sometime between A.D. 61 and 63, during Paul’s 
    first imprisonment in Rome (Acts 28:17-31). 
 • Purpose: Ultimately, this letter’s purpose is to emphasize the supremacy of Christ over everything. Paul was 
    writing to combat the spread of false teachings among the church at Colossae. The exact heresy being refuted 
    is not certain and may have been a blend of multiple influences. The legalism, mysticism, and asceticism 
    corrupting the pure faith in Colossae were moving attention away from Christ, placing it instead on self-discipline 
    and the awe of other spiritual things.

THE MAIN POINT
Leviticus 20 is used in the lesson to sort of bridge the gap from lesson 29, reminding students that 1) God is holy, and 2) 
that He calls us to be holy as well. We are God’s. And He wants us to live like it. We know that sin derails even the best 
attempts to be holy. And so the Ephesians and Colossians passages show us that through Jesus’ death on the cross, God 
made it possible for all who would believe in Him to become holy. Because we’re familiar with the Gospel, there’s a ten-
dency to become numb to the truly incredible nature of this truth. Jesus makes us holy in God’s sight! It’s a profound concept, 
one that has the power to radically change the way your students see themselves and their relationship with God.

LESSON PLAN
The Lesson Plan contains three elements: An introductory activity called The Lead In; the Bible study section called 
The Main Event; an application-focused segment called The Last Word.

THE LEAD IN
 
 • Goal: The idea is for students to realize the magnitude of what God did in sending Christ.
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 • Set-Up: For every student in your group you’ll need a Post-It Note. Use the list of gifts below to write a different 
    gift on each Post-It Note. If you have more than ten students, you’ll have duplicates of some (or maybe all) 
    of the gifts. This is OK, with one exception! For the game to work, you can only have 1 Post-It Note 
    with the gift, “10 Million Dollars” written on it. 

FIRST, explain to students that you’ll be playing a game where the goal is to see who can finish with the best gift. Each 
person will have a Post-It Note stuck to his or her forehead. You CANNOT look at your Post-It Note! You can only see 
other people’s. Explain that the group will have 30 seconds to search for the best gift by going from person-to-person 
and looking at other people’s Post-It Notes. If you like the gift on their note, you have the right to swap theirs with 
yours. You can swap with as many people as you choose, but remember, you are fair game too! The only rule is that 
you can’t take someone’s gift and immediately swap back. You have to make at least one swap with someone else first. 

The list of gifts is as follows: 10 Million Dollars, Old-School Scooter, Super-Cool Jeans, Half-Eaten Cookie, Sweaty 
Sock, Laptop Of Your Choice, Hot Pink Monster Truck, Your Neighbor’s Mean Cat, Grandmom’s Dentures, and A 
Dried-Up Pickle.

Make sure everyone understands the rules, then say, “go”! Allow the chaos to ensue as planned. Once 30 seconds 
are up, call “time” and instruct everyone to take his or her Post-It Notes off. Ask who thinks they have the best gift. (The 
person with the 10 Million Dollars will likely speak up.) Inform him or her that he or she is the winner and have every-
one return to his or her seats. 

NEXT, when order has been restored, explain that in reality, receiving some of the gifts would be fun, while receiving 
others would stink. Ask:
 • What is the best gift you’ve ever received? What is the worst gift you’ve ever received?
 • What is it about getting gifts that’s so fun? 

FINALLY, explain that this concept of receiving gifts works as a nice introduction to this lesson. Say something like:
 • The coolest thing about receiving a gift is that you rarely ever have to do anything to earn them. They    
  are simply given. There’s something exciting and fun about having someone surprise you with something  
    you maybe wouldn’t or couldn’t have done for yourself. We’re about to see that God did something 
    similar for us when He sent Christ to die on the cross. God did something for us that we couldn’t have 
    done for ourselves. It’s the most extravagant gift anyone has ever given. Let’s take a closer look.

THE MAIN EVENT

 • Goal: The idea is for students to understand how Jesus’ sacrifice on the cross makes holiness available to them. 
 • Set Up: No set-up needed.

FIRST, spend a moment reviewing what you learned in lesson 29. Ask if anyone can recall what you covered in your 
previous meeting. Use the bullet points below to help you flesh out the discussion:
 • God is uniquely holy.
 • God’s holiness means that He is set-apart. He is “other.” He is in a category all by Himself.
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 • When we consider how holy God is, and all of His works, it’s amazing that He chooses to make Himself 
    known to us. We should long to grow closer to Him out of sheer thankfulness that He’s made relationship a 
    possibility.

Once you’ve caught students up, transition into your time of Bible study. Remind students that one of the passages you 
looked at last week came from Leviticus. Explain that you’re going to read another verse from Leviticus to sort of set the 
stage for your discussion. Give the context of the verse by saying something similar to the following:
 • As we pick this passage up, God has delivered the Israelites from slavery in Egypt and is preparing them to 
    make their initial move toward the land He promised them.
 • God is speaking to Israel through Moses.
 • God is in the midst of teaching the Israelites the rules that He would command them to live by. 

When you’ve finished, read Leviticus 20:26 aloud. Then, ask:
 • We can learn two main truths here, one about God and one about us. What are the two truths?
  o Answer: God is holy. And He expects us to be holy.
 • This may be a review in some ways, but when God says He had set the Israelites apart as His own, what did 
    that have to do with how they lived their lives?
  o Answer: Marking the Israelites as God’s, in essence, setting them apart, means that God expected 
     them to live in such a way that they were identified with Him. This is the heart of what it means to be 
     holy as God is holy.
 • God expects the same thing from us today. God desires that, as His children, we live holy lives. So, raise 
    your hand if you live a perfectly holy life?
 • Why did no one raise his or her hand? What’s the problem with our efforts to live holy lives?
  o Answer: We have a sin nature. We can’t live perfectly set-apart from the world because we too often 
     slip back into living just like the world. 

Explain that this fact wasn’t lost on God. Since before Adam and Eve first sinned, God knew how this would all shake 
out. He had a plan way back then to make a way for us to live perfectly holy lives. 

Instruct students to turn to Ephesians 1:3-8. While they’re turning, provide some context for Ephesians using the “De-
tails” section of your Bible Background. When you’ve finished, read or have a student read Ephesians 1:3-8. Then, 
lead students in a short discussion as you work through the passage. Ask something like:
 • Verse four says that before people were even created, God knew how He would look on His people. How 
    would He see them?
  o Answer: He would see them as holy.
 • That’s awesome! So, God watches people all of their lives, and when He sees that they’re pretty good people, 
    He decides to look at them as holy, right? Wrong! When does Paul say that God first decided to view His 
    children through the lens of holiness? 
  o Answer: Before the creation of the world!
 • Why is this such a meaningful and powerful stance for God to take? (HINT: What’s the alternative way God 
    might choose to see us?)
  o Answer: God’s desire to see His people as holy, even before they had been created, is profound 
     because He just as easily could have chosen to see us stuck in our sin. After all, He’d be justified in 
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     doing so. We are sinful.
 • When you think about it, how does it make you feel knowing that long ago, God chose to set a plan in motion 
    to eliminate the sin of His children and see us as something other than rebellious? 
  o Answers will vary.

Make sure your students grasp how amazing this truth is. Before the beginning of creation, God loved us enough to 
set in motion a plan for people to overcome their inability to live sinless lives. God knew our sin would separate us 
from Him. And yet, He made a way for our good standing to be restored. Explain that for the last portion of your Bible 
study, you’re going to focus on the means of gaining holiness. Instruct students to look back at verse five. Ask:
 • What does verse five say about the means God would use to make His people holy?
  o Answer: Through Christ.
 • Verse seven unpacks this. What does verse seven say about how Jesus provided holiness for us?
  o Answer: Through Jesus’ blood, i.e., His death on the cross, we are forgiven of our sins.

THEN, instruct students to head over to Colossians 1:21-23. Explain that this passage helps us clearly understand the 
only way we’re able to become holy in God’s eyes. Read or have a student read Colossians 1:21-23. When you’ve 
finished, ask the following:
 • Verse 21 and 22 describe a process or a progression of sorts. Describe the progression pictured here.
  o Answers: The progression pictured is our moving from a state of alienation from God because of our 
     sin, to a state of harmony and relationship. 
 • Just to make sure we’re on the same page, how is this reconciliation accomplished? 
  o Answer: By Christ’s “physical body, through death.”
 • In these verses, God is the agent of this process. God is the one doing all the work. Verse 22 Says God was 
    the one reconciling us to Himself. The end of Verse 22 says that God did this for what purpose? 
  o Answer: To present us to Himself as sin-free (without blemish) and guilt-free (without accusation).

FINALLY, help students understand how powerful this is. What great lengths God went to in order to make it so that we 
could be in relationship with Him! Not only did God set the plan in motion to send His perfect Son to bear our sins, But 
He also made it so that we didn’t have to earn the holiness Christ purchased for us. Close by saying something like:
 • It is remarkable that God would go to such great lengths to destroy the barrier our sin builds between Him 
    and us. But it’s even more amazing that He made salvation and holiness attainable by faith in Christ. Romans 
    10:9-10 says that if we believe that Jesus is who He says He is and did what He said He did, we’re saved. 
    This belief makes us holy and unlocks God’s blessings He had planned for us in Christ. It’s an amazing love!

Transition to The Last Word to wrap things up.

THE LAST WORD

 • Goal: The idea is for students to flesh out how God’s desire to make them holy should change the way they 
    see themselves.
 • Set-Up: If you have the means, create a slideshow featuring pictures of your students. (Use the provided 
    background images provided for a nice touch.) Arrange to show the slideshow near the end of the activity.
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FIRST, explain to students that there are quite a few things we can take away from this lesson. Some people in the group may 
have never entered into a saving relationship with Christ. This is a great time to strike up a discussion with them about God’s 
desire to present them as holy and blameless in His sight. For other students who already have a saving relationship with Jesus, 
this is a time to consider what it means that God had their holiness in mind before, in Paul’s words, “the beginning of creation.”

Ask your students how many of them would admit to feeling the burden our culture places on looking or acting a certain 
way. Challenge them to think about all the “messages” they receive each day (both verbalized and non-verbalized) about 
the importance of body image from advertising, media, and even their peers. Ask how many of them have felt overwhelmed 
by pressure to succeed, to perform, or to be the best. If your students are open to it, allow them to share some examples of 
where these “messages” come from. Then, say something like:
 • It’s OK to admit that this pressure can be crushing. Our culture has sold the lie that to be valuable, you have 
    to meet its contrived standards for beauty. You have to flaunt your body, be super talented, or if you’re not, 
    you have to fight to make up for it. When you don’t add up to these absurd (and wrong) standards, you can 
    feel beat down, rejected, and left out. You can feel unwanted and worthless.

Ask if this resonates with anyone in the group. Allow students to share times when they’re tempted to devalue themselves or 
beat up on themselves for one reason or another. Maybe you can share a time or times when you’ve been tempted to allow 
the world to define who you are and what you’re worth.

If you have time, instruct students to take out their phones and snap a picture of themselves. Encourage them to look at it. 
Say something similar to the following:
 • What do you see when you see yourself?
 • Do you see yourself through the lens of the world and its misguided values? Or do you see someone so 
    incredibly valuable that God died so He could call you His child?

 If you’ve prepared a slideshow of pictures of your students, start it now. Then, wrap-up by saying:
 • You are immensely valuable to God. He went to the greatest lengths imaginable, even sacrificing His own 
    Son, to have a relationship with you. Keep in mind, your sin wouldn’t allow you to be in relationship other
    wise. But God loved you so much, He died to make you His child. His beautiful, pure child. No matter what 
    you think of yourself, you’re perfect in God’s eyes because of Christ. Don’t ever forget this. If you have a 
    saving relationship with Jesus, you’re a child of God. And that might be the most amazing thing anyone 
    could ever say about you. 

 • Don’t forget to distribute the devotions to your students this week. If you’re posting them on Instagram, 
    or some other means of electronic distribution, make sure you inform students of when they will be 
    receiving them.
 • Use the Social Media guide to stay in touch with students via text or Instagram, and to encourage 
    them to follow through with reading their devotions.

WE WANT TO HEAR FROM YOU . . . 
 • Do you have questions about a lesson? 
 • Something that worked particularly well you want to share? 
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 • Something that didn’t work you want to bring up? 

We value your feedback! Please do not hesitate to email us with your questions, 
comments, or concerns, at feedback@youthministry360.com.
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