
What we want students to learn: That your students would understand exactly what holiness is, why God alone is 
holy, and why it’s so important.

What we want students to do with what they’ve learned: To consider what God’s holiness means in their everyday lives.

Scripture Focus: Leviticus 11:45, Exodus 3:1-6, Exodus 15:11, Jeremiah 9:23-24

Overview: There are a few of those familiar “church” words that we feel like we know, or have an intuitive understanding 
of. Holiness is one of them. We tend to know what we mean when we say, “God is holy.” But do we really? Better yet, do 
our students? The purpose of this lesson is to look at a sampling of Old Testament verses that will define what God’s holiness 
is, and why it’s such an important concept to our relationship with Him.

TEACHER PREP VIDEO 
Each Amplify lesson comes with a Teacher Prep Video. These are short videos designed to help you grasp the main 
point of the lesson as you prepare to teach.

To access your Holiness lesson 29 Teacher Prep Video, login to your Lesson Manager, navigate to lesson 29 and click on the 
“Background” tab. You’ll notice the Teacher Prep Video near the top of the Lesson Manager window.

BIBLE BACKGROUND
The Bible Background is designed to help you provide some context for the Scripture you’ll be studying. The Details 
gives you background info for each book, The Setting informs you what’s happening in and around the passage, and 
The Main Point gives you an overview of how the passage will be used in the lesson.
 
 • What do we mean by “context”? In every YM360 Bible study lesson, you’ll notice we make a point to 
    encourage you to provide the context for the passages you study. By “context” we mean at the very least 
    helping students know who wrote the book, when it was written, and why it was written. 
 
 • What’s the big deal? When we teach the Bible without giving context, students don’t get a “big picture” 
    understanding of the story of the Bible. But this view is vital to grasping the story of God’s plan of 
    redemption for humankind. As you teach, use the Bible Background to help summarize the context. 

THE DETAILS
Exodus
 • Author: While there’s no specific author named within the text, Moses is the accepted author for Exodus, 
    with some editing and additions done after his death (such as the account of his death!).
 • Timeframe: The dating of the Book of Exodus is a point of debate. The issue is that no one knows for sure 
    when the Exodus occurred, whether it was in the mid-1400s BC or a later date around the mid-1200s BC. 
    The writing would have occurred around those general dates.
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 • Purpose: Exodus means “a going out” or a “departure.” Exodus was written to be a record of God’s great 
    rescue of His people from slavery in Egypt, and His commands to His people guiding them to live for His 
    purposes in the midst of a new land. 
Leviticus 
 • Author: While there’s no specific author named in the text, Moses is the accepts author for Leviticus, with 
    some editing and additions done after his death (such as the account of his death.
 • Timeframe: The dating of the book of Leviticus is thought to be around the fifteenth or thirteenth century BC, 
    depending on when one dates the Hebrew exodus out of Egypt.
 • Purpose: The title “Leviticus” simply means “things concerning the Levite,” but the book is not just for those 
    concerned with priestly duties. It is considered to be a continuation of Exodus, and therefore a continuation 
    of the story of the Hebrew people and their relationship with God.
Jeremiah
 • Author: Though there has been some disagreement over the years, there is no compelling reason to doubt 
    that the Prophet Jeremiah is the author is indeed the author of the book that shares his name. He was accompanied 
    by his scribe, Baruch.
 • Timeframe: Best estimates have the book completed sometime around 550 BC.
 • Purpose: Jeremiah and Baruch wrote the book to capture the turmoil that faced them and to cast a vision for 
    the hopeful future God had in store for Israel.

THE MAIN POINT
These passages work together to show us that throughout the Old and New Testaments, the Holy Spirit has always 
been empowering God’s people to be about His work. The passages in Exodus, Numbers, and Ezekiel come together 
to show us that in the Old Testament, the Holy Spirit worked through specific people, at specific times, to give them the 
power to be a part of His work. 

In Joel and Acts, we see that there would come a time when the Holy Spirit would work through all people instead of 
just specific people. This transformation means that being a part of God’s work is not just for some people, but for all 
people who have a saving relationship with Jesus Christ. All Believers have been given specific giftings by and through 
the Spirit so that they can be a part of serving the Church and growing God’s Kingdom.

LESSON PLAN
The Lesson Plan contains three elements: An introductory activity called The Lead In; the Bible study section called 
The Main Event; an application-focused segment called The Last Word.

THE LEAD IN
 
 • Goal: The idea is for students to start the lesson by understanding what holiness means.
 • Set-Up: You’ll need something to make a list on, such as a dry-erase board for a larger group, or a piece of 
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    scrap paper for a smaller group.

FIRST, explain to students that you’re going to engage them in an interactive discussion. Explain that to begin, you’ll 
need their assistance. Ask for volunteers to help you identify a few categories to use as the framework for your dis-
cussion. These can be any categories they choose; the sky’s the limit! The categories can be pro football teams, food 
that’s red, sports cars, awful pop stars, and so on. Allow students to come up with three to five categories.

THEN, once the categories have been created, explain to students that you’re going to build a little list in each cate-
gory. For each category, have students attempt to construct a list of the three best for that category. For instance, if the 
category were “awful pop-stars,” students would take turns listing who they think are the worst three pop-stars. Take 
turns allowing students to agree or disagree, to add or subtract from the list, or to reorder the list. 
 
NEXT, when you’ve played for long enough, lead students in a brief discussion. Ask something like:
 • For most of these categories, it was virtually impossible to truly come up with a number one. Why? 
  o Answers will vary but may include: There isn’t any objective standard, it’s mostly a matter of opinion, 
     there isn’t that much difference between the things on the list, and so on.
 • Would it have been easier if one of our categories were something like, “Comic book characters who 
    have the last name Wayne and who dress in black and don’t have any true superpowers and drive 
    around Gotham City in really awesome cars”? Why would it have been easier?
  o Answer: Because there is only one person in the category. Other than Batman, no one fits the description.

FINALLY, explain that this lesson is the first in a three-lesson look at holiness. Explain that holiness is one of those words 
we kind of think we know what it means. But when we get down to it, we may find we have a hard time defining 
it. Encourage students that if they tend to associate the holiness with purity, they’d be correct. But explain that there’s 
another very prominent meaning for holiness, as it pertains to God, that’s much more in line with your Batman example 
from a moment ago. Say something like:
 • In the example I just gave you, Batman was in a category all of his own. There were no other super
    heroes that fit the description. He was number one because there was no number two. This little 
    example helps us understand the concept of God’s holiness. What we’re about to learn is that when 
    we say God is holy, we mean that He’s at the top of a category all by Himself. To be holy means to 
    be set-apart. To be supremely different. To be “other.” God is all of these things. Let’s take a closer 
    look and see exactly what this means.

THE MAIN EVENT

 • Goal: The idea is for students to understand exactly what holiness is, and why God alone is holy. 
 • Set Up: While it’s not essential, you might benefit from a dry-erase board or similar means of displaying concepts. If 
    you’ve prepared a slideshow, make sure you have arranged the means to display it. 

FIRST, explain to students that you’re going to be looking at a few places in Scripture to discover exactly what the 
Bible says about this idea of holiness and that you’ll begin to flesh out what this means for your relationship with God.

WEEK 29: LESSON PLAN
©2018 YM360

AMPLIFY: HOLINESS 
LESSON 29: GOD = HOLY



Ask if anyone can tell you who wrote Leviticus and whether or not anyone knows the basic gist of it. Help paint a pic-
ture of the context for Leviticus using the details from the Bible Background. Explain that Leviticus is mostly about God 
giving His people rules to live by. Say something like: 
 • Admittedly, Leviticus is kind of a tricky book for modern readers. We’re so far removed from the cultural 
    context of the day, that we can’t understand all the ceremonial customs and rules for cleanliness, and 
    so on. But we don’t have to grasp why God gave His people laws and rules to live by.

THEN, read Leviticus 11:45. Explain to students that this verse will serve as an introductory verse for this lesson. Say 
something like: 
 • God identified Himself as holy. As we mentioned, we think of holy as pure. And that’s definitely 
    true. God is pure. He is perfectly good. But in this case, God is identifying Himself as set-apart. Here, 
    and all throughout the Bible, God is essentially saying, “I am holy. I am different. I am set-apart.” A 
    great way to think of this is simply that God is “other.” Let’s see a couple of places where this is 
    fleshed out.

NEXT, instruct students to find Exodus 3 in their Bibles. While they’re finding it, provide the context to this passage. Ex-
plain that you’re picking up the story of Moses when Moses is a grown man after he has fled the Pharaoh’s palace and 
before he has been chosen to lead the Israelites out of Egypt. (If you choose, ask if students can fill in the back-story of 
Moses’ life.) Explain that you’re about to see Moses have an amazing encounter.

Read or have a student read Exodus 3:1-6. When you’ve read the passage, lead students in a brief discussion asking 
questions similar to the following:
 • Let’s start with the idea of this burning bush. In what way did this signify something “different,” or 
    “other” might be happening? 
  o Answer: The obvious answer is that the bush didn’t burn even though it was on fire. But the deeper 
     answer is that the expected order of things, or the expected outcome, had been subverted. The 
     “norm” wasn’t the “norm.” 
 • So, what was the cause of this unexpected and unique occurrence? What did Moses discover was the 
    explanation?
  o Answer: God had entered the mix! Suddenly the ordinary was anything but! (In case it comes up, 
     when we read “the angel of the Lord” in the Old Testament, it is understood to be more than merely 
     an angel and is almost universally understood to be God Himself.) 
 • God calls Moses, and when Moses starts to come closer, God says something. What does He say?
  o Answer: He instructs Moses to take off his sandals because the ground is holy.
 • Here’s something to think about: Did the ground change in its nature? Did it go through a metamorphosis 
    of any sort? 
  o Answer: No.
 • So why was the ground suddenly holy? 
  o Answer: Because of God’s presence.
 • If we’re focusing on the definition of holy as the idea of being “different,” “other,” and “set-apart,” 
    how does this scene build on this concept? How do we see God demonstrating His holiness?
  o Answer: God is so much higher, so much bigger, so much more “other,” that Moses, an ordinary 
     man, couldn’t conduct himself in an ordinary fashion in God’s presence. He had to show an unparalleled 
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     amount of reverence and respect, which we see reflected in verse 6. 

Explain that this passage clearly shows the distinction between God and humankind. God is holy. He is set-apart from us. 

THEN, have students flip over or scroll down to Exodus 15:11. Explain that just a few chapters later, Moses and the 
Israelites had a chance to see God’s holiness firsthand! God had just led them out of slavery in Egypt and through 
the dry ground of the Red Sea. The people voiced a song of praise to God. Read or have a student read or Exodus 
15:11. Then, say:
 • Moses asks a rhetorical question here. He isn’t really asking if there are any other gods like God. 
    He’s making a statement. He’s saying, “there is no one like God!” Then Moses lists some reasons why. 
    In just a short time, Moses has come to fully understand who God is and just how amazingly holy He 
    truly is. There is no one else like God. There is nothing else like God. He is alone in His power and 
    majesty. He is the definition of holiness!

NEXT, explain that there’s still one more passage to look at that ties all of this together. Instruct your students to turn to 
Jeremiah 9. While they’re finding the book, remind them that Jeremiah was one of the great prophets of Israel. Explain 
that his book was written thousands of years after Moses was doing his thing. Israel had seen its best days of following 
God closely, and its worst days of being almost totally destroyed for their longstanding disobedience. 

Read or have a student read Jeremiah 9:23-24. When you’ve finished, wrap up your time together with a short discus-
sion. Ask questions similar to the following:
 • How does God describe Himself through Jeremiah? 
  o Answer: He gives His name, “the LORD,” Yahweh. This is significant. This contributes to the idea that 
     God is the one and only God, not some mythical deity. God also identifies some essential characteristics 
      of Himself that speak to His place in the order of all things. 
 • God’s description of Himself is pretty cool. But, the most amazing thing might be in what God says we 
    can boast about. What does God say about this?
  o Answer: That we can boast about knowing Him.
 • Did you pick up on how significant that is? We’ve established that God is holy and that there is no 
    one like Him. He is number 1 in a category that only includes Him! And yet, He has allowed us to 
    know Him! How does this make you feel? 
  o Answers will vary.

Explain that this concept, the idea that we can know the holy God, will lay the foundation for our next two lessons. 
Encourage students to think about it for a moment. Say:
 • Think about who God is, really. Think about what He’s done throughout time and history. Think about 
    His character. Think about His love and all His attributes. There really is no one that can compare to 
    Him. That’s why it is so truly remarkable that God desires to know us and be known by us. It’s amazing 
    when you think about it!

FINALLY, ask if anyone has any final thoughts or questions about the Bible study. Then, transition into the application 
section of your teaching time.
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THE LAST WORD

 • Goal: The idea is for students to reflect upon or otherwise internalize how amazing it is to be able to 
    be in relationship with God, and how this impacts their lives.
 • Set-Up: None.

FIRST, ask students to think about the most significant relationship they have. Maybe it’s their mom and/or dad. Maybe it’s a 
sibling or a grandparent. Maybe it’s a friend. Instruct them to think about this relationship and to try and identify a few ways 
they maintain this relationship. Consider asking something like:
 • How do you make sure this relationship stays healthy? 
 • How have you continued to get to know this person better?
 • How have you developed feelings like trust and love with this person?

Lead students to really consider these, even if they don’t openly share their responses. Then, ask students to consider their 
relationship with God. Consider the following questions:
 • Do you tend to think about your relationship with God in the same way you do with other important 
    relationships in your life? Why or why not?
 • How have you grown closer to God? In what ways?  
 • How have you built up trust in God over the course of your relationship? 

Allow students to feel a little tension here. The idea is to challenge them to think about how they approach a relationship with 
God. Explain that God is perfect in all His ways. He is perfectly loving, perfectly just, perfectly holy. Remind them that God is 
truly unique in the entire universe! And He loves them all so much that He wants to have a life-long relationship with them.

THEN, challenge students not to take this for granted! Explain that knowing God is an amazing privilege. Help students be-
gin to consider what changes they need to make to reframe their view of being in relationship with God.  Encourage them 
to commit to growing closer to God through prayer and interaction with His Word. Challenge them to challenge each other! 
And commit to praying for them and staying in touch to make sure they remember this conversation.

FINALLY, explain that God’s holiness is one of His most defining characteristics. Encourage them to stick with this study, as 
you’ll be spending time next session examining how Christ makes holiness possible in the life of every believer. 

 • Don’t forget to distribute the devotions to your students this week. If you’re posting them on Instagram, 
    or some other means of electronic distribution, make sure you inform students of when they will be 
    receiving them.
 • Use the Social Media guide to stay in touch with students via text or Instagram, and to encourage 
    them to follow through with reading their devotions.

WE WANT TO HEAR FROM YOU . . . 
 • Do you have questions about a lesson? 
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 • Something that worked particularly well you want to share? 
 • Something that didn’t work you want to bring up? 

We value your feedback! Please do not hesitate to email us with your questions, 
comments, or concerns, at feedback@youthministry360.com.
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