
What we want students to learn: That Jesus, the Righteous One, took on our sin at the cross, purchasing our righ-
teousness through His atoning death.

What we want students to do with what they’ve learned: To be challenged to live the kind of full life Jesus made possi-
ble through His work on the cross.

Scripture Focus: Mark 2:13-17, 1 Peter 3:18, 2 Corinthians 5:21, Colossians 1:21-23, John 10:10

Overview: Our temptation as Christians is to seek to become “good Christians” to somehow impress others and earn the 
approval and favor of God. But this kind of thinking negates the fact that the only way we can ever hope to be “good,” or 
righteous, is through faith in Christ and His work on the cross. Jesus welcomed sinners because He knew He was going to 
take on their unrighteousness on the cross, opening up the opportunity for sinners to be forever seen as righteous in God’s 
eyes. This is the great exchange Christ made. Being reborn through faith in Christ makes us righteous, and allows us to 
have a relationship with God in spite of our sin. In Lesson 26, your students learned that God defines righteousness and that 
they’re called to live lives of righteousness as they seek to be more and more like God. In this lesson, your students will learn 
that Jesus came to earth so that sinners might be made righteous through faith in Him and His work on the cross.

TEACHER PREP VIDEO 
Each Amplify lesson comes with a Teacher Prep Video. These are short videos designed to help you grasp the main 
point of the lesson as you prepare to teach.

To access your God’s Righteousness lesson 27 Teacher Prep Video, login to your Lesson Manager, navigate to lesson 27 and 
click on the “Background” tab. You’ll notice the Teacher Prep Video near the top of the Lesson Manager window.

BIBLE BACKGROUND
The Bible Background is designed to help you provide some context for the Scripture you’ll be studying. The Details 
gives you background info for each book, The Setting informs you what’s happening in and around the passage, and 
The Main Point gives you an overview of how the passage will be used in the lesson.
 
 • What do we mean by “context”? In every YM360 Bible study lesson, you’ll notice we make a point to 
    encourage you to provide the context for the passages you study. By “context” we mean at the very least 
    helping students know who wrote the book, when it was written, and why it was written. 
 
 • What’s the big deal? When we teach the Bible without giving context, students don’t get a “big picture” 
    understanding of the story of the Bible. But this view is vital to grasping the story of God’s plan of 
    redemption for humankind. As you teach, use the Bible Background to help summarize the context. 

THE DETAILS
Mark

WEEK 27: LESSON PLAN
©2018 YM360

AMPLIFY: GOD’S RIGHTEOUSNESS 
LESSON 27: RIGHTEOUSNESS FROM THE CROSS



 • Author: The Gospel of Mark was written by its namesake. Mark, also known as John Mark, is believed to 
    have received most of his information for his Gospel from Peter’s firsthand accounts.
 • Timeframe: Mark is thought to have written his Gospel in the mid 50’s AD.
 • Purpose: Mark was writing primarily for a non-Jewish audience. His Gospel explains Jewish customs to non-
    Jews in an effort to get them to see the big picture of Jesus’ identity.
John 
 • Author: The Gospel of John was written by John, son of Zebedee, a fisherman who left his trade to follow 
    Jesus. John also penned the book of Revelation as well as the three letters in the New Testament that bear his name.
 • Timeframe: The Gospel of John was probably written between 85 and 95 AD. John most likely wrote his 
    gospel in Ephesus before he was exiled to Patmos.
 • Purpose: John’s stated purpose for writing this book can be found in John 20:30-31, the last two verses in 
    his Gospel: “Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of the disciples, which are not written in this 
    book; but these are written so that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God and that by believing 
    you may have life in his name.” John’s goal seems to have been to clearly communicate a full theology of 
    Jesus as the Messiah, the promised Son of God.
2 Corinthians
 • Author: The Apostle Paul wrote 2 Corinthians to the Church in Corinth.
 • Timeframe: Paul wrote 2 Corinthians from Macedonia around 55 or 56 AD, a year or so after writing 1 
    Corinthians and a year before he wrote his letter to the Romans from Corinth.
 • Purpose: According to the ESV Study Bible, the main theme of Paul’s second letter to the Corinthians was 
    “the relationship between suffering and the power of the Spirit in Paul’s apostolic life, ministry, and message.”
Colossians
 • Author: The Apostle Paul identified himself as the author of Colossians.
 • Timeframe: Most people believe Colossians was written sometime between A.D. 61 and 63, during Paul’s 
    first imprisonment in Rome (Acts 28:17-31).
 • Purpose: Ultimately, this letter’s purpose is to emphasize the supremacy of Christ over everything. Paul was ‘
    writing to combat the spread of false teachings among the church at Colossae. The exact heresy being refuted 
    is not certain and may have been a blend of multiple influences. The legalism, mysticism, and asceticism 
    corrupting the pure faith in Colossae were moving attention away from Christ, placing it instead on self-discipline 
    and the awe of other spiritual things.
2 Peter
 • Author: 2 Peter was written by Peter, one of Jesus’ most trusted disciples and one of the key leaders of the 
    growing movement of Christ-followers.
 • Timeframe: 2 Peter was likely written between 64-67 AD, shortly before Peter was martyred.
 • Purpose: 1 Peter was written to a people under persecution, likely under the reign of Nero, similar to 1 Peter. 
    2 Peter deals with some of the same themes, though focuses a great deal on grace in the face of persecution.

THE MAIN POINT
As you teach and lead this lesson, you have one goal: for students to understand that Jesus, the Righteous One, took 
on their sin at the cross, purchasing their righteousness through His atoning death. It is common for teenagers—even 
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some teenagers who have grown up in church—to believe that those who go to heaven to be with God forever are 
those who are generally good enough. In other words, if we do our part, then God has to do His part and let us in. 
The problem with this view is that all of us are hopelessly unrighteous. We could never be good enough or do enough 
good so that God would have to declare us righteous and allow us to be in relationship with Him forever in heaven.

Most Christians understand that when Jesus died for us, He took the penalty we deserved because of our sin on Him-
self. When we say, we are “saved,” usually we think of the fact that Jesus saved us from the eternal punishment we 
deserve, which is true. However, we often give less attention to an equally important aspect of the cross: that when Je-
sus—who lived a sinless life and is perfectly righteous—died for us, He imputed (a legal term that means “to attribute”) 
His righteousness to us who trust in Him. Therefore, when we stand before God, He sees us as holy and righteous—not 
because we have actually done anything to deserve those adjectives, but because of what Jesus accomplished for us 
on the cross. The bottom line is this: the only hope we have to stand before God and be accepted by Him is not in our 
own actions, but rather in the actions of Jesus, who has removed our own sinful, torn rags, and clothed us in His own 
righteousness by dying for us on the cross.

LESSON PLAN
The Lesson Plan contains three elements: An introductory activity called The Lead In; the Bible study section called 
The Main Event; an application-focused segment called The Last Word.

THE LEAD IN
 
 • Goal: To introduce the idea of getting something that we don’t deserve.
 • Set-Up: None.

FIRST, ask:
 • Have you ever had to do a group project for school where everybody got the same grade, but one 
    person didn’t really do any of the work?
  o Answers will vary. Allow at least a few students to share their experience without sharing any names. 
     If there are any students who have been the ones who didn’t do much work but still got the same 
     grade as the rest of the group, encourage them to elaborate.
 • Let’s say that a group got an A+ on their project, but one person in the group didn’t do any of the 
    work. What do you think should happen to that person?
  o Answers will vary. You may have a wide range of responses. Encourage some heated discussion by 
     asking good follow-up questions to responses you hear.

NEXT, explain that your question was meant to be a small picture of our relationship with God and what Jesus accom-
plished on the cross. Say:
 • I’m going to let you in on some inside information about this lesson. In a small way, the situation 
    where someone who probably deserves an F grade on the project but got an A+ because they were 
    a part of the group is a picture of our relationship with God. Right up front, I’m going to tell you  
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    to the point of our discussion today: Jesus—who was perfectly righteous—purchased our righteousness 
    for us when He died on the cross. No matter how good we think we are compared to other people, 
    we deserve an F when it comes to following God’s law. But we’ll find out in our study today that if 
    we have a relationship with Jesus, we actually stand before God with a perfect A+ grade because 
    of what Jesus did for us on the cross. Let’s take a closer look.

Transition into The Main Event portion of your lesson.

THE MAIN EVENT

 • Goal: For students to understand that not only did Jesus’ work on the cross save them for a future in heaven, but 
    it made them righteous so that they could live full lives in relationship with God in the here and now.
 • Set Up: None.

FIRST, you’ll walk your group through a portion of Mark 2, which details Matthew’s (aka Levi) decision to follow Jesus 
and a subsequent party at Matthew’s house. These five quick verses are a tightly packed narrative with lots of details 
to pull out. As you teach or lead your discussion, help your students discover some of the important details on their 
own. Read (or invite a student to read) Mark 2:13-14. Then, ask:
 • Besides Jesus, who are the people who are a part of the narrative in verses 13 and 14?
  o Answer: A large crowd who came to Jesus, and Levi (also known as Matthew). Make sure it’s clear 
     from here on out that Levi is the same person as Matthew, who wrote one of the Gospels. In addition, 
     take a minute to point out that Levi was a tax collector who not only worked for the oppressive Roman 
       government (seen as an enemy by the Jews) but who may have also gotten rich by collecting taxes 
     far above the rate.
 • And who is the person that Jesus asks to follow Him?
  o Answer: Levi.
 • I know, those were a couple of obvious questions. But don’t you think that’s weird? I mean, these people—
    the crowd who came to hear Him speak—took some initiative to come hear Jesus speak. But it was Levi—a 
    guy who not only was a notorious sinner but who went to work to make money rather than go see Jesus—
    that Jesus asked to be one of His closest followers, part of His inner circle. Why do you think Jesus chose 
    Levi and not someone from the crowd?
  o Answers will vary. The point of this question is to build up to the fact that Jesus chose one of the least 
‘     likely candidates to follow Him—at least from a human standpoint.

THEN, explain that it seems to us like Jesus make an interesting choice in choosing Levi as a follower. It turns out that 
there were people then who thought it was an interesting choice, too. Read Mark 2:15-17. Then, ask:
 • In one sentence, what is the problem that the religious leaders (teachers of the law and Pharisees) have with 
    the dinner party Jesus and His disciples attended?
  o Possible answers: That “sinners” were there, that Jesus didn’t condemn their behavior, perhaps that 
     there may have been some “questionable” behavior at the dinner, like excessive drinking, we don’t 
     know for sure, but it’s interesting to think about it.

Read 2:17 again, and ask:
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 • If you were explaining this verse to a friend at school who has never been to church, how would you explain 
    it to him or her?
  o Possible answer: “Jesus didn’t come to be in a relationship with those who thought they were super-holy; 
     He came to save those who were willing to admit they didn’t have it all together.”

Explain that this passage about Levi tells us is this: Jesus calls hopelessly unrighteous people to follow Him. Remind 
students that those whom Jesus died for are hopelessly unrighteous. Jesus—the righteous one—died for us, and we did 
nothing to deserve it. Say:
 • Before we move on, I want to make this clear: Christianity is not about following rules so we can go to heaven. 
    That’s impossible. Christianity is about trusting in a Savior who died for us when we were hopelessly un
    righteous, to bring us to God. There’s no need to “clean up our act” before we start following Jesus; Jesus 
    knows our brokenness and our dirty lives, and that’s precisely why He died for us—because we needed it.

NEXT, you’ll move on to the fact that on the cross, Jesus took on our unrighteousness—our sin and brokenness—in order 
to make us righteous. This may be a difficult concept to grasp, so make sure that this idea is clear: it is Jesus and His 
work on the cross that makes us righteous before God, not our own actions. Have a student read 2 Corinthians 5:21. 
Then ask:
 • We hear a lot in church that Jesus “took our place” on the cross; that He received the punishment we de
    served. That’s true, but it goes even deeper than that. In a way, because of the cross, Jesus switched places 
    with us. Jesus was treated at the cross like He Himself had personally committed every sin in the history of 
    the world. We, on the other hand, because of the cross are treated as if we were every bit as righteous as 
    Jesus. Does that seem fair to you?
  o Answer: Of course it’s not fair! That’s the point. Us being seen as righteous by God is anything but 
     fair. But it is a reality through a relationship with Jesus.

Have a student read Colossians 1:21-23. Then, ask,
 • How does verse 22 explain what we just read in 2 Corinthians?
  o Answer: It goes one step further by explaining that when we stand before God, we are not judged 
     by our own actions, but rather are “free from accusation.”
 • And when we stand before God “free from accusation,” it’s because we’ll have grown enough spiritually to 
    stop sinning and making mistakes, right? Why not?
  o Answer: Even though Jesus can help us live lives that reflect His righteousness—something you’ll cover 
     next week—we will never be sinless this side of heaven.

Say:
 • It’s kind of like this: Pretend that when report card time rolls around, you’ve failed every one of your classes, 
    and you know you’re toast. Your parents will be mad; maybe you’ll be grounded or will lose your car. And 
    you’ll definitely be kicked off the soccer team or won’t be allowed to be in the school musical. You may even 
    be held back a grade. But when you get your report card, you find out that a straight-A student—the future 
    Valedictorian who was going to go to Harvard—decided to be nice to you and switch report cards with you. 
    So the one that you get to take home to your parents has all A’s, and the one that they get is all F’s. That’s 
    just a small example of the type of sacrifice Jesus made for you—on an eternal scale.
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Ask:
 • Do you think that’s really possible that Jesus did that for you?
  o Answers will vary. No matter how clearly you explain the Gospel and Jesus’ love, there will always 
     be students who feel like they are too much of a screw-up for this to be true for them. These are the 
     ones who say, “But you don’t know me and what I’ve done…God can never forgive that.” If you 
     sense this is going on with some of your students, don’t be afraid to camp here for a while and 
     make it clear: we are all hopelessly unrighteous; Jesus died for us because He loved us, not because 
     we were just sinless enough to deserve it.

NEXT, make it clear that Jesus didn’t clothe us with righteousness so that one day far in the future we can enjoy Heav-
en, but so that we can experience the fullness of life in the here and now in a relationship with God. Ask:
 • So, if it’s really true that because of what Jesus did on the cross, through a relationship with Him we are 
    seen in God’s eyes as righteous and holy, what do you think that means for our everyday lives? How does it 
    affect your lives at school or your relationships with your family and friends? 
  o Possible answers: I can know that God accepts me as I am and that I don’t have to earn His love. 
     When I make mistakes, I can be confident that it doesn’t change the core of my relationship with Him.
  o When we think of what Jesus did for us on the cross, we often think about how it means we have 
     eternal life and will enjoy a Christ-centered heaven one day forever. But make it clear that Jesus 
     didn’t die just so that we could be with Him one day far in the future; He died so that we could have 
     a full life in the here and now, in relationship with Him.

FINALLY, read John 10:10. When you’ve finished, explain that this passage says that the thief (a word Jesus used to re-
fer to religious leaders who manipulated and used people by—in part—teaching that people had to do certain things 
and follow a host of religious rules to be accepted by God) comes to steal and kill and destroy. Say:
 • Many people in this room may feel worn down and even destroyed by thinking we have to measure up in 
    order to be loved by God. But Jesus says that He came so that we could have life—and have it to the full! 
    Since Jesus gave us His righteousness—since we get to use His report card instead of our own—we don’t have 
    to worry about measuring up for God. He accepts us as we are because of what Jesus did for us on the 
    cross! When we let go of worrying whether we’re good enough, whether we do enough, or if we’re too 
    “dirty” for God to love us, we can experience life to the full.

At this point, it may be good to inject a personal story about how this realization has helped you in your own relation-
ship with God. The Last Word will lead students to reflect on this reality in their lives, and so a personal story from 
their leader might help them to be able to be ready to reflect.

THE LAST WORD

 • Goal: This goal of this activity is to provide students with a tangible symbol of the fact that they are holy and 
    righteous when they stand before God because of what Jesus did for them on the cross.
 • Set-Up: Download the “Lesson 27 Report Card” PDF from your Lesson 27 folder. Print one copy of the PDF 
    for each student. Cut out the report cards so that each student will have one. In addition to the report cards, 
    you’ll need a pen or pencil for every person, as well as an easy way to destroy the first report cards. If you 
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    can, using fire (outside or in a fireplace), or a paper shredder would be best, though you can simply have 
    them crumpled up and thrown in a wastebasket.

FIRST, explain that everyone will receive a report card. Pass out the first, blank report cards and ask everyone to write their 
name at the top. Say,
 • Everyone is going to get a report card. But instead of this report card being for school, it’s going to be a report 
    card on how you’ve followed God’s law. When you get your report card, put your name at the top. Then, 
    we’re going to take a few minutes of silence and fill out our own report card, making an honest assessment 
    of how we’ve followed God. Me? I’ve lied some in my life, so I’m going to put that on there. I‘ve lost my 
    temper before, so I am going to put that on there, among some other things I really don’t want to share out 
    loud. This card is just between you and God, so no one besides yourself is going to see it—be as honest as 
    you can be.

Allow enough time for students to fill out the card, filling out one yourself. When a few minutes have passed, say,
 • Well, that was depressing. When I’m honest with myself, I haven’t really done a good job at all honoring 
    God with my life or keeping His law. Sure, I try, but I know that on my own, I’ve earned an F. You may feel 
    the same way. But the good news is that because of what Jesus did for us on the cross; this isn’t the report 
    card we stand before God with. Instead, we stand before God with the report card Jesus bought for us by 
    living a perfectly righteous life and dying on the cross for us. So what we’re going to do is to get rid of these 
    terrible report cards. In a minute, we’re all going to destroy these cards (using the method you’ve pre-deter
    mined). After we’ve done that, everyone is going to get a new report card—the one Jesus bought for us by 
    dying on the cross.

THEN, make sure to give clear instructions for how to destroy them. If you’re able, you can have some soft music playing 
in the background. Provide enough space and time for each person to destroy their report card. If you have a large group, 
you might consider having at least a few shredders available, or a larger fire, or more wastebaskets, etc. Once everyone 
has destroyed their report card, distribute each person a new report card, the ones with the Bible verses on them.

When everyone has received a new one, say:
 • When you stand before God, this is how He sees you (point to your new report card and read the four 
    points). Because of what Jesus did for you on the cross, this is the report card that God sees. Isn’t that cool? 
    For some of you, this is huge news. You’ve been trying to measure up to God’s standard enough to be 
    accepted without realizing that because you are in Christ, you already are accepted! And because of that, 
    you can finally live life to the fullest, because you are free to serve God knowing that you aren’t earning 
    His love and acceptance—you already have it! The ironic thing is that once we understand that we can’t earn 
    our own righteousness, the freer we are to pursue righteousness. But we’ll talk more about that next week.
  
FINALLY, encourage them to keep their new report card where they will see it all week, whether in their Bible, in their car, or 
in their locker. Let them know that if they have any days when they feel like they aren’t loved or like they aren’t good enough 
for a relationship with God, they can look at that report card and know that it describes just how God sees them.
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Close in prayer.

 • Don’t forget to distribute the devotions to your students this week. If you’re posting them on Instagram, 
    or some other means of electronic distribution, make sure you inform students of when they will be 
    receiving them.
 • Use the Social Media guide to stay in touch with students via text or Instagram, and to encourage 
    them to follow through with reading their devotions.

WE WANT TO HEAR FROM YOU . . . 
 • Do you have questions about a lesson? 
 • Something that worked particularly well you want to share? 
 • Something that didn’t work you want to bring up? 

We value your feedback! Please do not hesitate to email us with your questions, 
comments, or concerns, at feedback@youthministry360.com.


