
What we want students to learn: That as people who have been on the receiving end of God’s great mercy, we are 
to show mercy to others. 

What we want students to do with what they’ve learned: To evaluate their own lives, considering their actions, and 
answer the question, “Am I a merciful person”?

Scripture Focus: Matthew 5:7, 2 Corinthians 1:1-4 

Overview: When we come to saving faith in Jesus, we are transformed. Part of what this transformation results in is people 
living lives where the attributes of God are in evidence. Throughout Scripture, we see this referred to as “producing fruit.” The 
Spirit works in and through us to make us more like Christ. As people who have received mercy, and been transformed by it, 
we have to extend mercy to others. It’s part of our identities as Christ-followers. In this lesson, your students will be challenged 
to examine their attitudes toward extending mercy to other people, and whether or not they have some growth to do in this 
area of their lives. 

TEACHER PREP VIDEO 
Each Amplify lesson comes with a Teacher Prep Video. These are short videos designed to help you grasp the main 
point of the lesson as you prepare to teach.

To access your God’s Mercy lesson 16 Teacher Prep Video, login to your Lesson Manager, navigate to lesson 16 and click on 
the “Background” tab. You’ll notice the Teacher Prep Video near the top of the Lesson Manager window.

BIBLE BACKGROUND
The Bible Background is designed to help you provide some context for the Scripture you’ll be studying. The Details 
gives you background info for each book, The Setting informs you what’s happening in and around the passage, and 
The Main Point gives you an overview of how the passage will be used in the lesson.
 
 • What do we mean by “context”? In every YM360 Bible study lesson, you’ll notice we make a point to 
    encourage you to provide the context for the passages you study. By “context” we mean at the very least 
    helping students know who wrote the book, when it was written, and why it was written. 
 
 • What’s the big deal? When we teach the Bible without giving context, students don’t get a “big picture” 
    understanding of the story of the Bible. But this view is vital to grasping the story of God’s plan of 
    redemption for humankind. As you teach, use the Bible Background to help summarize the context. 

THE DETAILS
Matthew
 • Author: Matthew, a former tax collector, was a disciple of Jesus and a firsthand witness to the stories he 
    relates in his Gospel. 
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 • Timeframe: Most people hold to Matthew’s Gospel being written in the late A.D. 50s or 60s, though there 
    are some who think it was written after the destruction of the Temple in A.D. 70. 
 • Purpose: Matthew was writing to a primarily Jewish audience to convince them that Jesus was indeed the 
    long-awaited Messiah. But he was probably aware of a Gentile audience, as his Gospel makes the case 
    that the saving truth of Christ is for all nations.
2 Corinthians
 • Author: The Apostle Paul wrote 2 Corinthians to the Church in Corinth.
 • Timeframe: Paul wrote 2 Corinthians from Macedonia around 55 or 56 AD, a year or so after writing 1 
    Corinthians and a year before he wrote his letter to the Romans from Corinth.
 • Purpose: According to the ESV Study Bible, the main theme of Paul’s second letter to the Corinthians was 
    “the relationship between suffering and the power of the Spirit in Paul’s apostolic life, ministry, and message.”

THE MAIN POINT
You’ll use Matthew 5:7 as a way of showing that the call to be merciful is rooted in Jesus’ teaching on what it means to be 
a Christian. You’ll come on top of this foundational truth with Paul’s words in the intro of 2 Corinthians. This short passage 
paints a full picture of how a Christ-follower is to extend to others the comfort and mercy they have received from God. 

LESSON PLAN
The Lesson Plan contains three elements: An introductory activity called The Lead In; the Bible study section called 
The Main Event; an application-focused segment called The Last Word.

THE LEAD IN

 • Goal: The idea is to think about what it looks like to give away something of great value.
 • Set-Up: You’ll need to provide something like a candy bar, or something of similar value, and something like a 
    gift card worth maybe $10 or $20. The idea is to have two things that students would want, but one is more 
    valuable than the other.

FIRST, call on a volunteer. When the volunteer comes up, explained that you want to give them a gift. Explain that this 
gift is not something they’ve earned, or that they have to do anything to receive. In front of the group, informed them 
that you simply want to do something nice for them. Then, take out the candy bar, or the gift you’ve provided of similar 
value, and give it to them. Ask them, “Is this OK? Is this a good gift”? Allow them to respond. Then explain to them 
that it’s theirs to do whatever they want to with. They can keep it, and it will not impact giving it to them. But, explain 
to them that if they would like, they could also give it away. Explain that if they wanted to, they could simply walk up 
to another student and pass it along to them. Ask them what they want to do. If they want to give it away, allow them 
the chance to. If they want to keep it, have them keep it and sit down. 

THEN, call the next volunteer. Explain that you want to also give them a gift, and then give them the gift card. Have 
them share with the group the value of the gift card. Ask the group which gift is more valuable. Then explain the same 
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rules to the student. Explain to them that the gift is theirs to keep; they don’t have to do anything to earn it. It’s freely 
given from you to them. Explain that it’s theirs to keep, or they can choose to give it away. Ask them what they would 
like to do, keep it or give it away. Allow them to either keep the gift or give it to another student. Have fun with this!

NEXT, lead students in a brief discussion. Ask:
 • Which was harder to give away? Why?
 • The crazy thing is, no one did anything to earn either of these gifts. Shouldn’t it be easier to give 
    something away you didn’t do anything to get in the first place?
 • Do you think you would have done anything different than the volunteers? What would you have 
    done and why?

FINALLY, explain that you are going to spend the rest of your time together looking at what it means to give away a 
valuable gift, one that you have received in full, but one that you didn’t have to do anything to earn. And by the end 
of your time together, you’re going to see just how life-changing this gift can be.

THE MAIN EVENT

 • Goal: For students to remember that as people who have been on the receiving end of God’s great mercy, we are 
    to show mercy to others.
 • Set Up: None

FIRST, spend a few minutes helping students recall what you have studied up to this point. By this point, students should 
be able to define God’s mercy. If they still need help, here is the definition you’ve been working with: God’s goodness 
toward those in misery and distress. Then, ask students if anyone can summarize what you’ve learned during the last 
two lessons. Use the following bullet points to help you:
 • God is a merciful God, showing goodness to those in need.
 • God is the main and first source we turn to when we find ourselves in need.
 • Jesus’ mission of redemption was born out of God’s great mercy.

When you’ve finished, explain that you’re going to wrap up your emphasis on God’s mercy by looking at what the Bi-
ble has to say about how showing mercy to others is an integral part of our lives as Christ-followers. Explain to students 
that it starts with some of the most significant words Jesus spoke. 

Instruct students to turn to Matthew 5. While they are finding it, provide some context for the verse using the Bible 
Background. Then, read or have a student read Matthew 5:7. When you’ve finished, say something like:
 • This verse comes at the beginning of Jesus’ Sermon on the Mount. We call this introduction, “the Be
    atitudes.” The Sermon on the Mount is super significant for a number of reasons. First, it’s the first 
    large-scale preaching we see Jesus doing in the timeline of His ministry. Second, it’s seen as a sort 
    of summation of the ethical expectations of God’s Kingdom. Jesus was correcting the current and 
    misguided cultural understanding of what it meant to follow God. 

THEN, lead students in a short discussion of the verse. Ask something like:
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 • What does it mean to be blessed?
  o Answer: We tend to think only of being blessed as God giving us specific good things. Things like 
     God meeting our needs or answering prayers. While this is true, and while it’s true that God does 
     give us specific blessings, in the case of what Jesus is saying here, to be blessed is more about being 
     in a peaceful, right relationship with God. 
 • It sounds like Jesus is saying that in order to gain God’s mercy, we have to be merciful to others. Is 
    God’s blessing in your life completely dependent upon your actions? Try to provide some biblical 
    justification for your answer.
  o  Answer: No, for a couple of reasons. Scripture teaches us that God chooses at times to bless all 
     people, regardless of the nature of their actions. This is commonly referred to as “common grace.” 
     We see it at work in Matthew 5:45: “[God] causes his sun to rise on the evil and the good, and 
      sends rain on the righteous and the unrighteous.” God will bless who He will bless. Also, from a 
     salvation standpoint, our salvation is secure in Christ’s work on the cross and nothing we can do on 
     our own. So, it’s not that Jesus is saying here that if you don’t show mercy to someone, God won’t 
     show mercy to you.
 • So, if Jesus isn’t saying that God’s mercy is dependent on our showing mercy, what is He saying?
  o Answer: There are a couple of implied meanings here. One, Jesus is calling God’s people to act 
     mercifully. He’s essentially saying that people who have been blessed by God’s mercy will act mercifully 
     in return as a result. Second, there is the implication that if we are merciful to others, we are more 
     likely (though certainly not guaranteed) to experience mercy from other people. 

Help wrap up this discussion by making sure students are clear on the fact that God expects us to be people who 
show mercy to others. It’s part of our identities as Christ-followers. 

NEXT, explain that you’re going to look one more place to see this concept fleshed out a little more in-depth. Have stu-
dents turn to 2 Corinthians 1:1-4. Provide the context to the passage using the Bible Background. Then, read or have 
a student read the passage. When you have finished, lead students in a brief discussion. Ask:
 • How is God described in verse 3?
  o Answer: The Father of compassion, the God of all comfort.
 • What does it mean to you that God is described that way?
  o Answers will vary.
 • How does that relate to what we’ve been studying these past few weeks?
  o Answers will vary.
 • In verse 4, Paul says something pretty cool about one of the reasons God comforts us. What does 
    he say?
  o Answer: God comforts us in part so that we can comfort others. 
 • How does this relate back to what we just read in Matthew 5?
  o Answer: It’s kind of circular. Here we see Paul saying that we receive comfort from God in part to  
     extend comfort to others. Jesus says we will receive mercy in part to extend it to others. 
 • If I ask you to describe for me what it’s like to eat ice cream, you could no doubt describe it for me. 
    How so?
  o Answer: You’ve eaten ice cream before. You’ve experienced it, and so you can share your experience 
     with me.

WEEK 16: LESSON PLAN
©2018 YM360

AMPLIFY: GOD’S MERCY
LESSON 16: MERCY THROUGH US



 • If someone asked you to describe how you have received mercy or comfort from God, could you do 
    it? What would you say?
  o Answers will vary.

FINALLY, bring this full circle. Say:
 • Because you have experienced God’s mercy in a variety of ways, you can extend mercy to others. 
    You can show comfort because you have been comforted. It’s easy to overlook, but part of why 
    we God calls us to follow Him is so that we can be His hands and feet on this earth. We, the Church, 
    do the work of God. God has called you to Him and shown you love and grace in order that you 
    would turn around and show it to others. It’s a powerful cycle, isn’t it? You know what it’s like to be 
    comforted by God. And because of that, you should be quick to comfort others. Let’s wrap up our 
    time by examining our attitude toward showing mercy and comfort to others.

If there are no more comments or questions, transition to The Last Word. 

THE LAST WORD

 • Goal: To help students evaluate their own lives, considering their actions, and answer the question, “Am I a 
    merciful person”?
 • Set-Up: You’ll need a dry-erase board or some other way of walking students through a flowchart of sorts.

FIRST, explain to students that you want to challenge them to consider a simple, two-part question: “Do I extend mercy? Or do 
I cause pain?” Explain that these two questions are on the opposite end of the spectrum. On the one hand, we are asking if 
we are people who make others more comfortable by our kindness. On the other, we’re asking if our actions or words bring 
people down.  

Ask students the following questions:
 • What are some examples of how a 21st-century teenager can show mercy to others?
 • What are some examples of how a 21st-century teenager can cause pain or discomfort in others?

THEN, on the dry-erase board, write: “Am I merciful?” Ask students to consider the question for a moment. Ask them to consider 
recent events in their home and at school. What do those events day about how they treat others? Then write on the board, “If 
so, who needs mercy in my life?” and “If not, why not?” Encourage students to reflect on these questions. Ask them to consider 
specific people in their life (parents, friends, etc.) who need mercy shown to them. Challenge them to consider the obstacles in 
their lives keeping them from being more merciful. 

FINALLY, write on the board, “What’s keeping me from moving forward?” Encourage students to make it a point to change their 
attitudes and actions. If they can honestly say they are people who show mercy to others, challenge them to step their game up. 
If they know, they are not people who really thrive at being merciful, encourage them to do something about it.  

Allow for any comments or feedback. Then close your time together in prayer.
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 • Don’t forget to distribute the devotions to your students this week. If you’re posting them on Instagram, 
    or some other means of electronic distribution, make sure you inform students of when they will be 
    receiving them.
 • Use the Social Media guide to stay in touch with students via text or Instagram, and to encourage 
    them to follow through with reading their devotions.

WE WANT TO HEAR FROM YOU . . . 
 • Do you have questions about a lesson? 
 • Something that worked particularly well you want to share? 
 • Something that didn’t work you want to bring up? 

We value your feedback! Please do not hesitate to email us with your questions, 
comments, or concerns, at feedback@youthministry360.com.
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