
What we want students to learn: That Jesus’ mission of redemption was born out of God’s great mercy.

What we want students to do with what they’ve learned: To define how God’s mercy shown through the cross changes 
the way they see themselves, God, and the world.

Scripture Focus: Ephesians 2:1-5, Matthew 9:27-31

Overview: God is merciful. You established this fact last lesson with your students. We know that God gives mercy to those in 
need, especially those who don’t deserve it. What students are going to learn in this lesson is how Jesus is the fullest expression 
of God’s mercy. Your students will come face-to-face with exactly how their sin impacts their status with God, and what it earns 
for them. Presented with this, Jesus’ sacrifice on their behalf is an amazing testimony to the mercy of God. Students will be 
given space to consider in their own words what Jesus did for them and how this impacts their lives.

TEACHER PREP VIDEO 
Each Amplify lesson comes with a Teacher Prep Video. These are short videos designed to help you grasp the main 
point of the lesson as you prepare to teach.

To access your God’s Mercy lesson 15 Teacher Prep Video, login to your Lesson Manager, navigate to lesson 15 and click on 
the “Background” tab. You’ll notice the Teacher Prep Video near the top of the Lesson Manager window.

BIBLE BACKGROUND
The Bible Background is designed to help you provide some context for the Scripture you’ll be studying. The Details 
gives you background info for each book, The Setting informs you what’s happening in and around the passage, and 
The Main Point gives you an overview of how the passage will be used in the lesson.
 
 • What do we mean by “context”? In every YM360 Bible study lesson, you’ll notice we make a point to 
    encourage you to provide the context for the passages you study. By “context” we mean at the very least 
    helping students know who wrote the book, when it was written, and why it was written. 
 
 • What’s the big deal? When we teach the Bible without giving context, students don’t get a “big picture” 
    understanding of the story of the Bible. But this view is vital to grasping the story of God’s plan of 
    redemption for humankind. As you teach, use the Bible Background to help summarize the context. 

THE DETAILS
Matthew
 • Author: Matthew, a former tax collector, was a disciple of Jesus and a firsthand witness to the stories he 
    relates in his Gospel. 
 • Timeframe: Most people hold to Matthew’s Gospel being written in the late A.D. 50s or 60s, though there 
    are some who think it was written after the destruction of the Temple in A.D. 70. 
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 • Purpose: Matthew was writing to a primarily Jewish audience to convince them that Jesus was indeed the 
    long-awaited Messiah. But he was probably aware of a Gentile audience, as his Gospel makes the case 
    that the saving truth of Christ is for all nations.
Ephesians
 • Author: The Apostle Paul wrote the letters to the Ephesians. Of course, we know Paul as the one-time chief 
    enemy of the Church. After his miraculous conversion on the road to Damascus, Paul would go on to have a 
     position of great importance in the early Church and beyond. He wrote 13 of the 27 books of the New 
    Testament.
 • Timeframe: Ephesians was probably written by Paul from prison in the latter years of his life, sometime 
    around 60 or 61 AD.
 • Purpose: Paul had a very close relationship with the church in Ephesus. It seems as if the motivation for the 
    letter was simply that the church would know how he was faring in his imprisonment. But, true to form, Paul 
    couldn’t help but teach. The letter covers general teaching on the work of Christ to redeem believers, unity 
    among believers, and how believers are supposed to conduct themselves.

THE MAIN POINT
These passages both point to a single truth: through Jesus, God’s great mercy was on display. We defined God’s mercy in 
lesson 14 as “God’s goodness toward those in misery and distress.” There is no more distress than a person dead in his or 
her sins. What we see Jesus’ work on the cross is God’s ultimate answer to the dire predicament of our sin. When we least 
deserved it, God showed saving mercy to His children. This is expressed in the Ephesians 2 passage and demonstrated in 
the Matthew 9 passage.

LESSON PLAN
The Lesson Plan contains three elements: An introductory activity called The Lead In; the Bible study section called 
The Main Event; an application-focused segment called The Last Word.

THE LEAD IN

 • Goal: The idea is to reward students for something they don’t deserve.
 • Set-Up: Provide a game of your choice, preferably one that your group enjoys playing. You know your group 
    best, but it should be some sort of game that can be played fairly quickly. You will also need to provide a reward 
    for the “winner.” (You may also want to provide enough for everyone once you’ve made your point.)

FIRST, explain that you’re going to play a game. Explain the game to your students and choose how you want to play, 
whether it’s one on one or a group game. Explain that you have a reward, as well.

THEN, play the game of your choosing. When you’ve finished, congratulate both sides. Then, make a show about 
giving the reward out. BUT, here’s the kicker: give the reward to the looser. 
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Once all the commotion dies down, lead students in a brief discussion. Ask:
 • Wait, what is the problem here? Why is it an issue that I gave the reward to the loser?
 • Why is it such a big deal? Can’t I reward who I want to reward? Who says the winner has to be rewarded?

FINALLY, explain that we are accustomed to the winner being rewarded because that’s the way it works. Say some-
thing like:
 • We believe that the winner deserves to be rewarded. Otherwise, why play at all, right? The problem 
    you have with this game is that you don’t think it’s fair. And you’re right. It’s not fair in the sense that 
    the loser didn’t DESERVE what they got. They DESERVED to get nothing. But I did the unexpected: I 
    rewarded them.

Explain to students that we’re going to see that when it comes to God’s mercy, He works in similar ways. He doesn’t 
give us what we deserve. But what He gives us is SO much better. 

(if you have enough of the reward for your whole group, go ahead and give it out now.)

THE MAIN EVENT

 • Goal: To show students that Jesus’ mission of redemption was born out of God’s great mercy.
 • Set Up: None

FIRST, see if students can capture any of the definition for mercy you introduced the last lesson. They don’t have to get 
it word for word, just close enough to grasp the gist of it. Here is the definition in case you need to correct or fine-tune:
 • God’s mercy is God’s goodness toward those in misery and distress. 

NEXT, see if students can remember the high points of what you studied last session. Use the following teaching points 
from last lesson to guide your discussion:

 • God is merciful. He shows kindness to His children, especially those in need.
 • God hears our cries for mercy and responds.
 • God gives us mercy, even when we don’t deserve it. 

Explain to students that the purpose of your time today is to carry this discussion forward and to see how Jesus brings 
the discussion of God’s mercy full-circle. 

THEN, instruct students to turn to Ephesians 2:1-5. Provide the context for the passage by referencing the Bible Back-
ground portion of your lesson plan. When you’re finished, read or have a student read Ephesians 2:1-5. When they 
have finished, explain to them that these verses lead us to understand an important truth. Say something like:
 • What the Apostle Paul shows us in these verses is that Jesus’ mission of redemption was born out of  
    God’s great mercy. God came to earth to save His creation from the effects of sin. Let’s look at this 
    passage a little more closely to see what we can learn about God’s mission of mercy and what moti
    vated it. 
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Lead students in a brief discussion. Ask:
 • Check out verses 1-2. What Paul is saying here. What is he describing?
  o Answer: Paul is describing the relationship between God and people who do not have a saving relationship 
      with Jesus. He is describing a life lived under the penalty of sin without the provision of Jesus’ sacrifice 
      counted to someone through faith in Christ. 
 • Paul sets up a power struggle here. What are the two powers that someone may choose to follow?
  o Answer: There is only good and evil. Paul describes Satan as the “ruler of the kingdom of the air.” 
     Paul is juxtaposing Satan with God, who is, of course, the Creator and sovereign God of the heavens 
      and the earth. God is the Lord of the righteous (those who have come to saving faith in God) while 
     Satan is the ruler of those who have not yet come to faith in God. 
 • In verse 3, Paul describes what it’s like to live apart from the grace and love of God. How does he 
    describe it?
  o Answer: “gratifying the cravings of our flesh,” and “following its desires and thoughts.” 
 • Now put this in your own words. How would you describe what it means to live apart from God?
  o Answers will vary.
 • Here’s the heart of the matter: In verses 4-5, Paul summarizes what God did for us in Christ. What 
    did He do exactly?
  o Answer: God made it possible for us to be “alive in Christ.” Through His amazing grace, God had 
     a plan all along for Jesus to come as God in the flesh to live a sinless life and die a sacrificial death 
     to serve as an atonement for our sins. Through faith in Jesus, we are saved from death and the punishment 
     our sins deserves. 
  Look back at verse 4. What is the motivation for this amazing grace?
  o Answer: God’s mercy! 

Explain to students that God’s mercy is one of the motivating factors for God sending Jesus to this earth as a way to 
restore the relationship with God that sin destroyed. Say something like:
 • Remember we said that mercy was showing a kindness to someone in great need? There was no 
    greater need than a people stuck in death because of their sin, and being able to do nothing about 
    it on their own. Because God is RICH in mercy, He provided a way for us to come back to a perfect 
    relationship with Him. What an amazing display of mercy!

NEXT, explain to your students that you want to show them one more place where this principle is reinforced. Have 
students turn to Matthew 9:27-31. If you want, provide some context for the passage by referencing the Bible Back-
ground portion of your lesson plan. When you’ve finished, read or have a student read Matthew 9:27-31. Then, lead 
students in a short discussion. Ask something like:
 • What did the two men ask Jesus?
  o Answer: To have mercy on them. 
 • What didn’t they ask Him?
  o Answer: To give them their sight back. 
 • While it’s implied that they wanted their sight, why do you think they didn’t just come right out and 
    ask Him? 
  o Answers will vary, and there is no way to know for sure, but maybe they didn’t want to get their 
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     hopes up or didn’t want to come across as too audacious or presumptuous. Or maybe they had a 
     crisis of faith. Or maybe they believed Jesus would know exactly what they needed.
 • Why is it important for Jesus to ask them if they believed He had the power to extend them mercy in 
    the form of healing?
  o Answers will vary, but it speaks to who the two guys believed Jesus to be. Did they truly believe He 
     was God? By answering that they believed He could heal them, it seems to imply they had a fairly 
     clear understanding (as best they could at the time) that Jesus was someone powerful enough to 
     answer their cries for help.
 • Jesus healed them, men, giving them their sight. How is this Jesus showing mercy?
  o Answers will vary.
 • If we were to turn to the Book of Revelation and see where the Bible describes what heaven will be 
    like for those who have been saved by faith in Jesus, we would see that there will be no disease, no 
    sickness, no death, no suffering, no sadness . . . Everything will be perfect. How is what Jesus did 
    to these men connected with the future that God has for all who will believe in Him?
  o Answer: By healing these men, Jesus brought a little glimpse of heaven down to earth. He showed 
     the men what is possible with God, and teaches us that there is a day coming when all suffering will 
     be set right. 

FINALLY, wrap up by explaining to students that Jesus came to earth to be a living, breathing example of the mercy of 
God. Say something like:
 • In Christ, God shows us that He is willing and able to answer our cries for mercy. Jesus came not 
    only to die on the cross for our sins but to heal people while He was on this earth. Jesus was 
    demonstrating in the most amazing ways the reach of God’s mercy. God loved us so much that He 
    became human to save us from the pain that sin causes. That is remarkable, amazing mercy. It’s a 
    mercy that changes the way we see God, ourselves, and the world. 

If there are no more comments or questions, transition into The Last Word.

 
THE LAST WORD

 • Goal: To define how God’s mercy shown through the cross changes the way they see themselves, God, and 
    the world.
 • Set-Up: A dry-erase board or some other way to present a diagram to your students.

FIRST, ask students a simple question: “What do you take away from a lesson like this”? To help your students articulate 
their responses, draw a circle on the board. Divide the circle into three “slices” each the same size. Label the slices “You,” 

“God,” and “The World.”

THEN, take turns working through the categories. Ask students how what they have learned today and last week shapes the 
way they see themselves. Allow students to share, encouraging feedback and guiding responses as you go. Do the same thing 
for “God,” and “The World,” challenging students to consider how God’s mercy expressed through Christ changes the way 
they see God and the world around them. Work hard to allow them to answer this question themselves. You may have to wait 
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them out, and you may have to be OK with silence. But allow them to begin to formulate their response to the question. Resist 
the urge to immediately jump in and help.

Once students have had a chance to share their thoughts, explain to students that the takeaways from some lessons like this 
aren’t always super practical. Explain that there are many truths of our faith that impact our values and the way we think about 
things rather than our actions. 

FINALLY, spend some time praying with students that they would be moved by what they learned today and that Goud would 
continue to shape them accordingly.

 • Don’t forget to distribute the devotions to your students this week. If you’re posting them on Instagram, 
    or some other means of electronic distribution, make sure you inform students of when they will be 
    receiving them.
 • Use the Social Media guide to stay in touch with students via text or Instagram, and to encourage 
    them to follow through with reading their devotions.

WE WANT TO HEAR FROM YOU . . . 
 • Do you have questions about a lesson? 
 • Something that worked particularly well you want to share? 
 • Something that didn’t work you want to bring up? 

We value your feedback! Please do not hesitate to email us with your questions, 
comments, or concerns, at feedback@youthministry360.com.
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