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For I know the plans I have for you, “declares the Lord,
“plans to prosper you, plans to give you hope and a
future.” Jeremiah 29:11

ANNOUNCEMENTS

MUSIC MINISTRY

You are invited to join the
family of Londa Henry
as they celebrate her 80th
birthday on January 26th
from 2-4 p.m.
in the church parlor.

As we begin a new year I want to take the opportunity to say a
word of thanks to everyone who made our celebration of
Christmas so wonderful here at FBC. To attempt to list all of the
names would be impossible-too many to list. But I want to thank
each of the following groups of folks: The Worship Choir (each
and every singer); our instrumentalists; The Handbell Ensemble,
our technical crew; the Decorations Committee; our maintenance staff; each person who helped with the Hanging of the
Green; everyone who helped provide table decorations and
snacks for Jingle and Mingle and our church staff.
Thanks for your willingness to serve-certainly God was blessed
and glorified by your efforts!

SCHEDULE CHANGE

LLL (Live, Longer & Love it!)
which usually meets on the
first Tuesday of the month
has been moved to the
second Tuesday, January
8th, for this month only. Due to New Year’s Day
falling on the first Tuesday. Happy New Year!

With the new year upon us, we want to invite you to consider
being a part of the Music and Worship Ministry. We have
opportunities to serve in the Worship Choir, Adult Handbells and
the Worship Band all the time. We also need help on our
Technical Crew. No training is necessary-we’ll teach you what
you need to know.
We’re praying for God to call many of you to serve and that
when he calls, you’ll obey!

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH, BIG SPRING, TEXAS

The mission of Fir st Baptist Churc h is to evangelize the unsaved, disciple the saved
and nur ture all c hurc h member s .

FROM THE PASTOR, CONT’D

FROM THE PASTOR
As 2019 commences, we look back to the old year
and remember the significant events which shaped our
lives – both good and bad. B.J. Neblett surmised, “We
are the sum total of our experiences. Those experiences
– be they positive or negative – make us the person we
are, at any given point in our lives. And, like a flowing
river, those same experiences, and those yet to come,
continue to influence and reshape the person we are,
and the person we become. None of us are the same as
we were yesterday, nor will be tomorrow.”
We, though, are more than “the sum total of our
experiences”. We are made in the image of God. And
uniquely, as Christians, we know we can overcome
anything with God behind us because He tells us He
will be there no matter what happens. We can overcome whatever life presents to us; we can be a new
creation and changed through Christ. This is the beauty
of faith, and the beauty of Christianity itself.
The year 2019 will hold many significant events as
well for you. The sum total of your life, though, will
not be determined by the experiences you will
encounter; the sum total of your life will depend on
your relationship with the One who split time into B.C.
and A.D.
In this new year, place the entirety of your life at
the Father’s disposal. Allow the following scriptures to
guide your daily walk with the Lord. Rejoice always,
pray continually, give thanks in all circumstances; for
this is God’s will for you in Christ Jesus. (1 Thessalonians 5:16-18) Like newborn babies, crave pure
spiritual milk, so that by it you may grow up in your
salvation, now that you have tasted that the Lord is
good. (1 Peter 2:2-3) Offer your bodies as a living
sacrifice, holy and pleasing to God, this is your true
and proper worship. Do not conform to the pattern of
this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your
mind. (Romans 12:1-2)
As we strive together to please our Heavenly
Father, the church will be strengthened and equipped
to fulfill her eternal mission. We are to make disciples
of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father
and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching
them to obey everything I have commanded you.
(Matthew 28:19-20) Throughout 2019, we will focus
on this mission which the Lord has given to us. We are
a People on Mission!
Continued next column

For 38 years, Mike Couch has faithfully served
First Baptist Church as Minister of Administration and
Education. This month, he retires to join his family in
El Paso, Texas. I am indebted to him for his friendship, his guidance, and his ministry. He loves you, and
this church. Untold lives have been eternally changed
because of his work – often behind the scenes. During
the church’s most difficult challenge, Mike was the
glue which kept the church functioning and serving
our community. I pray God’s abundant blessings on
Mike, my friend, my fellow worker in the faith.
Bro. Mark

ACTS 1:8 OPPORTUNITIES
“For we are to God the pleasing aroma of Christ among
those who are being saved and those who are perishing.”
1 Corinthians 2:15
OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD. It’s not
too early to begin shopping for next year.
Hats, gloves, and scarves are January’s
item of the month. Look for sales in
January.

Did you know? Four of our own
went to Dallas, Nov. 30, to serve
at the Operation Christmas Child
Processing Center. Ask these
Ladies to share their experience.
Our Total Giving: This year we
packed more boxes than ever
before, a total of 438 were turned in,
and an additional 100
boxes were packed on-line.
LOTTIE MOON CHRISTMAS OFFERING FOR FOREIGN
MISSIONS. As of the publishing of this newsletter, $9,381
has been given toward our goal of $25,000 for the Lottie
Moon offering for foreign missions. It is not too late to give
to help make the gospel known throughout the world,
reaching people groups who have never heard the story
of Jesus.

KID’S KORNER
From Jodi
Don’t forget...No activities, Wednesday, Jan.
2nd Happy New Year!!
Have you seen our
new little reading
nook downstairs? We
moved some shelves
from the library down
to create a small area
under the middle
stairwell. There are
children’s books on
the shelves and some
fun bean bags to hang
out in while you read
a good book! Come check it out.
StepUp Kids!
StudentLife4Kids camp deposits of $50 are
due by Jan 31st! We had so much fun last
year! We will be going back to Waxahachie on
August 5-8, 2019. Come talk to me if you
have any questions about the camp. It really
was an amazing week for everyone.

EXTENDED SESSION VOLUNTEERS
BABIES THROUGH TWO YEAR OLDS

January 6:
January 13:
January 20:
January 27:

Mandy & Ryan Buske
Chad & Tamara Averette
Jonathan & Rebekah Raffini
Lori & Kaylee Morgan
THREE YEAR OLDS

January 6: Chase & Lindsey Pinkerton
January 13: Bryce & Courtney Samsel
January 20: Emily Wommack & Kinna Kesterson
January 27: Stacey & Nolan Park

Carter Wommack……………….1/31

To my 1st-4th graders...I am currently
researching camps for you, too!! I plan to
have information in your hands later this
month.
Let me REMIND you how to sign up for REMIND texts about what is happening in our
Preschool and Children’s ministry. Stay up to
date and informed quickly and easily! Simply
text @fbcbskids to 81010.

Mark your calendars…
VBS will be June 2-6, 2019.
Preparations will
begin soon.

WOMEN’S MINISTRY
Join us on January 7th
at 6:00 p.m. in the dining
room for a “make your
own” waffle bar with all
the trimmings.
Our topic will be “Faith in the Father, things
hoped for and not seen”.
**************************************************
Sign up has begun for Women of Joy 2019 in
San Antonio—September 6-8. The cost is $254
per person (double occupancy). Sign up with a
$25 deposit. Call the church office or see
Lynda Schantz for more information.

MISSION OPPORTUNITIES
MISSION CENTER/ FOOD PANTRY

January 10
9:00 a.m.—11:00 a.m.

We are serving approximately 35 families each month.
Volunteers are always needed. If you would like to volunteer,
come at 8:30 a.m. and be blessed by this amazing ministry.

Deacons of the Month
Jim Hunt. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 432-466-1297
Layne Mims. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .264-6180
Mike Averette. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .517-0058
Reg Cranford. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 263-3338
MISSION OPPORTUNITY
Alan Schantz will be leading a mission team to
Chelsea, Vermont to serve at New Creation
Fellowship on June 22-28, 2019. The team size will
be around 8-10 people. If you are interested in going
or would like more information, call the church
office or talk with Alan.
Phone Numbers & E-mails

If you have changed your
home or cell phone or
email address please let
the church office know
so we can update our
records.

www.fbcbigspring.org

SUNDAY SCHEDULE
Sunday Bible Study
Morning Worship
Family Worship

9:30 a.m.
10:50 a.m.
5:30 p.m.

WEDNESDAY SCHEDULE
Adult Bible Study
Worship Choir Rehearsal
Real LYF
Saturate Youth
Worship Band Rehearsal

6:00 p.m.
6:00 p.m.
6:00 p.m.
6:15 p.m.
7:30 p.m.

Sunday

Monday

Sunday Schedule
9:30 a.m. Sunday School
10:50 a.m. Morning Worship
4:30 p.m. Handbell Rehearsal
5:30 p.m. Family Worship
Youth Bible Study
Kids on Mission
6:30 p.m. Men’s Ensemble

Tuesday

Wednesday

Wednesday Schedule
6:00 p.m. Adult Bible Study
Worship Choir
Real LYF
6:15 p.m. Youth Activities
7:30 p.m. Worship Band Rehearsal

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

Extended Session Volunteers
Toddlers to two year olds
Jan. 6th: Mandy & Ryan Buske
Jan. 13th: Chad & Tamara Averette
Jan. 20th: Jonathan & Rebekah Raffini
Jan. 27th: Lori & Kaylee Morgan

Three Year Old
Jan. 6th: Chase & Lindsey Pinkerton
Jan 13th: Bryce & Courtney Samsel
Jan. 20th: Emily Wommack & Kinna Kesterson
Jan. 27th: Stacy & Nolan Park

If you are unable to work your scheduled day, you will need to contact another volunteer
and switch days.
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8:00 am
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Men’s Bible
Study 8:00 am

MDO
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Youth Awakening
At FBC Coahoma
Leave church at 6

30

MDO

31

Deacon’s Meeting
4:30 pm
MDO

MDO

80th Birthday
Celebration
For Londa Henry
2-4 p.m. Parlor

YOUTH NEWS
Youth Camp. LOTS of you have not signed
your students up for camp yet. The last day
we can guarantee a spot is January 27th. If
you have not signed your student up yet,
don’t hesitate! The deposit due at sign up is
$100. After January 27th, we will cancel all
open spots. This means that if you sign up
after January 27th, your student may not
have a spot or may be placed on a waiting
list. We must cancel these spots because the
church has to give the $100 deposit to the
camp and it is non-refundable. So don’t miss
out, turn in your deposit today. Scholarship
earning is available by attending Sunday
School. That opportunity runs out the last
week of February, so you still have a chance
to earn. If you need extra help funding camp,
ask Jonathan about limited scholarships that
may be available for those in special financial

DNOW 2019 is almost here! The cost is $30.
We are once again partnering with other
churches in our area to sponsor the event.
We will host it here at FBC Big Spring.
Students from FBC Big Spring will be placed
in host homes with other FBC Big Spring
students. Once again our students will ONLY
be in the host homes of families in our
church. Each church involved will provide
their own host homes and be in their own
small groups. We will come together as a
group for worship and recreation etc.
Sign-up is underway now! In order for you to
get a T-shirt, you must sign up and pay by
January 24th.
DNOW Host Homes January 13th is a DNOW
host home luncheon and meeting. If you are a
host home, we’ll be meeting after the morn-

needs situations.

ing service that day to talk through DNOW,
help you prepare and get a few details ironed

Wednesday Nights Youth will not meet on

out. We’ll feed you and your children. Please
make plans now to attend. Let Jonathan know

January 2nd. We’ll kick off our Spring
Wednesday Nights on January 9th. We’ll
continue in our “On Story” series. The spring
will focus on the life of Christ and the building
of His church.
Sunday Nights Check the bulletin and wait for
text messages for Sunday night plans in the
Spring. Details are still being worked out as
of the writing of this newsletter. (December
10th)

if you are coming and how many so we can
make plans for the food.
Awakening Our next Awakening night of
worship with other youth groups from around
our area is January 23rd and will be hosted

by FBC Coahoma. The bus will leave FBC Big
Spring at 6 pm and return around 8:45 pm.
The event starts with food and games from
6:00-6:55 and worship from 7:00-8:15. There
is no cost.
Happy New Year!!

