
Dear Friends of Blessed Hands Deaf Church and FBC Big Spring Deaf Ministry, 
 
This past six weeks have been quite an unusual experience for all of us at home, at work, and in our 
church family as well. We have all experienced disruption to our lives as we have had to learn new 
ways of doing familiar things. Some things that we are used to doing we can no longer easily do – like 
going out to eat at our favorite restaurants or going to church to worship together. And perhaps most 
challenging for some of us, there is the isolation from people that we cherish and love. But the Bible 
has some good news about trials – in 2 Corinthians 4:17,18 the Bible tells us that our trials are 
temporary and that God uses them for his glory –  
 
“For this light momentary affliction is preparing for us an eternal weight of glory beyond all 
comparison, as we look not to the things that are seen but to the things that are unseen. For the 
things that are seen are transient, but the things that are unseen are eternal.” 
 
The reason for this vlog is to share with you our plan for returning to live interpreted worship services 
with our FBC Big Spring church family. If you follow FBC Big Spring Facebook or have checked out 
the website, you may have heard that we are slowly starting to reopen the church for live services 
with a number of precautions to keep everyone safe. I am sure that we all are looking forward to 
being able to worship our Lord together and see each other’s faces (or at least part of them-smile) but 
at the same time we want to be cautious until we see how this all will work out. 
 
I wanted to share with you how this will impact our interpreted ministry and what our plan is going 
forward. 
 
I met with the FBC pastoral staff yesterday to discuss several issues related to how we can provide 
the best interpretation service possible, taking into consideration the following facts: 
 
- the time period starting this Sunday May 17th through June 7th is temporary in nature – and we 
realize that not everyone will feel comfortable in returning immediately. There is also a good chance 
that some of our deaf folks will not be able to return for some time to pre-existing health issues 
 
- there are several technological challenges and logistics of providing both live onsite and video 
captioning at the same time to consider. Our current technology and the staging for the interpreters 
does not allow for us to provide both onsite and video captioning at the same time 
 
We discussed many options, but we all came to the conclusion that for right now the best thing for the 
deaf ministry would be for us to keep doing what we are now doing - continue the online interpretation 
for the deaf ministry. 
 
In the meantime, we will be researching available options that will allow us to provide both online and 
video interpreting simultaneously. Our goal is to have a plan for that in place by June 7th, so those 
who are ready to return can come back and experience worship “live” and those who do not can still 
worship with us from home. 
 
If you have any questions or suggestions regarding this matter, please feel free to contact me – call 
me at (432)242-4290, or email jwalterhouse@gmail.com. I’m here to serve you and to share your 
thoughts and concerns with the church leadership. 
 
I look forward to “seeing” you online this Sunday and then live in just a few weeks, God willing. 
 
God bless you. 


