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2020 has been quite the year. 
From navigating a worldwide pandemic and 
natural disasters throughout the country to 
racial injustices and an election, many of us are 
probably heading into the Christmas season 
just ready to finish this year up and move on to 
hopefully better things.

Maybe that’s how Mary felt traveling on a 
donkey while pregnant with Jesus. What a year 
it was for her too. She was greeted by an angel 
and told she would miraculously conceive Jesus, 
the Christ, risking censure from her family and 
friends since she was unwed. To top it off, she 
was forced to travel long distances while very 
pregnant to another city for a census. 

Some time after Jesus was born, Mary and 
Joseph again were visited by an angel, warning 
them of Herod’s wrath. He told them to flee to 
Egypt so Herod couldn’t destroy the child. 

Do you think Mary just shook her head in 
disbelief and cried, “Enough already!”? 

Sound familiar? You may have looked up to 
the sky and cried, “Enough already” quite a few 

times this year. We live in unstable times and 
this year especially has been hard for many 
people. But Christmas gives us the opportunity 
to take a breath and remember the promises 
and blessings we have as followers of Christ.

During this Advent season, take time each 
day to soak in these promises and prepare your 
heart for the greatest gift of all – the birth of 
our Savior. Because no matter how troubled 
the world around us is, God is in control and his 
promises of hope, peace, love and joy is for all 
of us.

Advent was traditionally a time of awaiting 
and anticipation. And in the crazy that 2020 
has thrown at us, what better time to remember 
Christ’s birth and anxiously await for the coming 
of Jesus Christ, our Savior. 
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H
ope is such a powerful thing! Without hope, 
we grow weary. Without hope, we give up. 
But I’ve often wondered how does a future 

thing truly impact my life today? 
In Romans 8, Paul says we were saved, “in 

this hope.” He likens the present impact that 
hope has on us by comparing it to a pregnant 
woman. Any woman who has given birth 
has an experiential advantage on the rest 
of us here. He says Christ in us brings hope 
that expands our hearts, like an approaching 

baby expands the body. 
That is why waiting 
does not diminish 
us, any more than 
waiting diminishes a 

pregnant mother. 
We are enlarged 
in the waiting. 

We don’t see 
what is enlarging 
us, but the 

longer we wait, 
the larger we 
become, and 
the more joyful 

our expectancy. Something is alive in us, and it 
is growing. This is the power of gospel hope. 

Christmas is all about hope. Not only is 
Christmas centered on the expectation of a 
Savior, but it is also about the expectation of 
the new life he brings today. This is why, as 
Christians, we always live “on the edge of our 
seats,” watching for what he is doing next. All 
of the Christian life is one of waiting. What 
distinguishes us from others? We wait with 
hope because we know how the story ends, 
and we know who walks with us every step of 
the way. He is working in the waiting. 

In what area of your life do you need God’s 
hope today? How can your hope in the Gospel 
shine through even your brokenness today?  
How will you trust him more fully?

Dr. Jeff Warren is the pastor of Park Cities Baptist 
Church in Dallas, Texas. He has a passion to see all 
of God’s children come together across racial, social, 
political and economic lines to bring the Gospel to a 
watching world. 

Waiting for hope
“For in this hope we were saved. But hope that is seen is no hope at all. Who hopes for what they already 
have? But if we hope for what we do not yet have, we wait for it patiently.”  –Romans 8:24-25 (NIV)

NOVEMBER 29
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NOVEMBER 30

A
s a child growing up in the 1970s in Wichita 
Falls, Texas, I was a huge fan of the Dallas 
Cowboys football team, coached by a man 

dressed to the nines on the sidelines, replete 
with a top hat – Tom Landry. 

Aware of my affection for the Cowboys, my 
parents gave me the best Christmas present 
imaginable – a Dallas Cowboys football helmet. 
Years later, I still vividly recall traipsing around 
our fenced-in backyard with that helmet on my 
head, a football in my hand and my dog by my 
side.

In one of his earliest surviving letters, Paul 
imagines and speaks of the hope of salvation as 
a helmet (1 Thessalonians 5:8). Hope, which may 
be thought of as “faith on tiptoes” or as the 
“forward thrust of trust,” is a recurring theme 
in 1 Thessalonians (note 1:3; 2:19; 4:13; 5:8). 

Indeed, the only Pauline 
letter where the term 

“hope” (Greek elpis) 
appears more 
frequently is in 

the apostle’s 
expansive 
epistle to 
Roman 
Christians. 

In both 1 Thessalonians 1:3 and 1 Thessalonians 
5:8, “hope” is paired with “faith” and “love.” 
Interestingly and instructively, Paul places 
“hope” last among the three-fold list in both 
verses (compare 1 Corinthians 13:13). Arguably, 
the Thessalonian Christ-followers stood most 
in need of hope, even as Corinthian believers 
found themselves most in need of love. 

While Christians of all generations need an 
ample, if not equal, supply of faith, love and 
hope, one can be forgiven for thinking that 
contemporary Christ-followers, not least amid a 
pandemic and an increasingly polarized society 
that all too readily indulges in polemic, could 
use an influx and infusion of hope – the kind 
of hope that comes from knowing, following 
and trusting in Christ. The kind of hope Jesus 
brought, brings and will bring. The kind of hope 
one can wear like a hoped-for helmet.      

Rev. Dr. Todd D. Still is a native Texan and a 
graduate of Baylor University, Southwestern 
Baptist Theological Seminary and the University of 
Glasgow, Scotland. He serves as the Charles J. and 
Eleanor McLerran DeLancey Dean and William M. 
Hinson Professor of Christian Scriptures at Baylor 
University’s George W. Truett Theological Seminary.

Hope as a helmet
“But since we are of the day, let us be sober, having put on the breastplate of faith and love, and as 
a helmet, the hope of salvation.”  –1 Thessalonians 5:8 (NASB)
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DECEMBER 1

Y
ou may be familiar with an encouraging 
verse of Scripture found in Jeremiah 
29:11: “For I know the plans I have for you, 

declares the Lord, plans to prosper you and 
not to harm you, plans to give you hope 
and a future.” It’s an uplifting verse, but 
the context isn’t nearly as cheery as you 
might expect. 

When Jeremiah wrote this verse, 
God’s chosen people had been 
exiled from their homeland and 
conquered by the Babylonians. 
They were longing for hope 
but were shackled in 
bondage. False prophets 
had told the Jews that 
God would free them 
within two years. This 
sounded promising, but it was a lie.

Meanwhile, Jeremiah revealed God’s real 
plan, and it sounded more bleak. The Jews 
would live in Babylon for at least 70 years, 
so they should settle down, build houses, marry 
and have children and even pray for Babylon’s 
prosperity. 

This obviously wasn’t what the Jews wanted 
to hear. They wanted to be rescued quickly, 
like the other prophets had promised. But God 
didn’t promise to give his people what they 

wanted. Instead, he promised he would never 
abandon them. He promised to be with them.

This promise took on new significance and 
fulfillment when Jesus was born into the 

world as Immanuel, meaning “God with 
us.” For the first time, God physically 

dwelled among his creation in person. 
He shared meals with people. He 

wept with them. He healed them. 
He called them his friends. The 

prophets of the Old Testament 
could only dream of being 

in the physical presence of 
God himself.

Even when Jesus left 
Earth, he didn’t leave 
us. Through the 
Holy Spirit, God now 

dwells within his children. He 
guides, comforts and empowers us each 
day. And that is reason for hope all year 
round. 

Dr. Linda A. Livingstone is the 15th president of 
Baylor University in Waco, Texas. She is also a 
scholar in organizational behavior and leadership. 
Dr. Livingstone and her husband, Brad, have one 
daughter, Shelby.

The consistency of hope
“‘The virgin will conceive and give birth to a son, and they will call him Immanuel’ (which means ‘God with 
us’).” –Matthew 1:23 (NIV)
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DECEMBER 2

h
ave you felt as if 2020 has turned our world 
upside down? To say this has been a difficult 
and challenging year would be a gross 

understatement. Who could have predicted 
the disruptions that would occur as the result 
of a pandemic sweeping around our world, all 
because of a tiny, unseen virus we had not even 
heard of prior to this year. 

The health and economic impacts have been 
enormous. Our personal interactions have 
changed dramatically, affecting everything 
from our work and school to treasured events 
like weddings. We have seen civil unrest and 
protests in response to tragic events that 
have highlighted our continued struggles with 
racism. In this election year, our nation seems 
more divided than ever. The course you had 
charted for your life may have been drastically 
altered, blown off course by events out of your 
control.

And, in the midst of this storm, we search for 
hope. We look for a break in the clouds with 
the sun peeking through. And so, Christmas 
came early this year – very early. Back in March 
and April, people began putting up Christmas 
lights and Hallmark began airing Christmas 

movies. Why? Because Christmas means hope. 
Hope that was foretold by the Old Testament 
prophets – the one in whose name the nations 
will put their hope. Hope that made its 
appearance in the form of a baby in a manger, 
Immanuel, God with us. Hope incarnate. Hope 
that continues to make a real and enduring 
difference in our lives today, so that when the 
storms of life blow “we have this hope as an 
anchor for the soul, firm and secure.“

Who can you share that hope with today?

Dr. Rodney Henry is a cardiologist 
in Longview, Texas, and is the 
current chairman of the Buckner 
Board. He and his wife, Susan, 
have two sons and four 
grandchildren.  

The anchor of hope
“We have this hope as an anchor for the soul, firm and secure.” –Hebrews 6:19 (NIV)
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DECEMBER 3

w
hat does it look like to hope in the Lord? I 
have found it looks a lot like trust. When I 
walk up to a chair and sit down. I “trust” or 

“hope” the legs will hold me when I put all my 
weight on the seat. I don’t typically analyze the 
situation before I sit. I rarely even think about 
it. I just sit. In the same manner, I hope or trust 
that the Lord will renew my spirit and give me 
strength to continue living and following him. It 
becomes a part of my everyday life. 

It doesn’t mean I will not face trials in life, but 
it does mean God will give me the strength to 

face my trials. This hope 
manifested during the 
most desperate time 
in my life.

Twenty-five 
years ago I found 
myself pregnant 

with a third child by the second father. I had no 
education, was hundreds of miles from family 
and unable to support myself or my children. 
Facing life with nothing and no “hope” of 
change, I fell to my knees and placed my life 
back in the Lord’s hands. 

That experience has rooted a deep hope and 
trust in God no matter how hard life gets. I 
know God is guiding me through all situations. 
Even when he seems silent, I know he is there. I 
have hope God will protect me. 

Today, I have several titles: Christian, wife, 
mother, birth mother and teacher. I can look 
back 25 years ago and see how God was 
teaching me to place my hope in him. 

Marilyn Hall has been a mother for 30 years, a 
birth mother for 25 years and an elementary school 
teacher.

An everyday hope
“But those who hope in the Lord will renew their strength. They will soar on wings like eagles; they 
will run and not grow weary, they will walk and not be faint.”  –Isaiah 40:31 (NIV)
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DECEMBER 4

h
ow are you feeling today? Are you worn 
down? Tired? Dealing with a challenge? 
Ready to give up? I have been there too. But 

there is hope in Jesus. 
John 14:6 says, God is the way. We may not 

know what that looks like, but God wants us to 
believe and hope he is the waymaker. God will 
always make a way, but he requires us to never 
give up. 

What God promises, he will bring to pass. He 
has your healing and your breakthrough. All you 
need to do is take hold of his strength. Don’t 
allow weariness in.

The difference between possible and 
the impossible lies in your own personal 
persistence. Run to win and be a champion for 
Jesus Christ. Fight the good fight and press on 
in the heat of spiritual warfare and the darkest 
nights of your sorrow. When all seems lost and 
hopeless, press on because the God of heaven 
will never leave you nor forsake you, even till 
the end.

Hope is a powerful agent and can help you 
through anything. So no matter what happens, 
do not lose hope. Just keep fighting until you 
reach the finish line. Because as long as you 
have hope, you can carry on. 

Messa Kimbu is a single mother in the Buckner 
Family Pathways program. She is working on her
licensed vocational nursing degree from Midland 
College. 

God will always make a way
“...Greater is he who is in you than he who is in the world.” –1 John 4:4 (NASB)
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DECEMBER 5

i
t is a story so familiar we sometimes read right 
past the most obvious dilemma of the first 
Christmas. In the middle of the night, angels 

appear to shepherds outside of Bethlehem and 
tell them the Savior has just been born. But, the 
only instructions they have to find him is that he 
is somewhere in Bethlehem, lying in a manger, 
wrapped in cloths. Remember that the census 
was happening at this same time, so Bethlehem 
is packed with thousands of people. With such 
limited information, how are they supposed to find 
a child in the middle of the night?

I can envision a small group of sheepish men 
(excuse the pun) wandering through Bethlehem 
in the middle of the night asking everyone if they 
have seen any new kids around town. Just imagine 
the looks they got from the few people they met 
on the street. But, they did not give up. When they 
found him, the Scripture says, “they spread the 
word concerning what had been told them about 
this child”(Luke 2:17).

There is something powerful we can learn from 
the shepherds on the treasure hunt that night – 
hope and faith. When we trust God with what little 
we do know, we find he is not leading us astray. 
He is leading us to what is good and true. The 
shepherds had enough information and enough 
faith to follow God’s leadership, even if they were 
not sure exactly what would happen next. Many 

people, maybe even you, want to know everything 
God is going to do next, before they trust him 
with today. It doesn’t usually happen that way. We 
live out faith, trusting God each day to guide us. 
That is what faith, hope and following Jesus looks 
like in real life.

We don’t know everything about God or where 
God is leading in the future, but you should know 
he is faithful and will not abandon you on the 
journey. He can guide us at the right moment to 
the right place, if we will only live up to the truth 
we already know and trust God’s leadership today. 

You know enough to follow Jesus right now. 
The question is, will you? When you do, you will 
probably walk away like the shepherds, with 
renewed hope, telling everyone how right it is to 
follow God.

Senator James Lankford served four years in the 
U.S. House of Representative for central Oklahoma, 
until he was overwhelmingly elected to the U.S. 
Senate in 2014. Before his service in Congress, 
James served students and families for 15 years 
as the director of student ministry for the Baptist 
Convention of Oklahoma and director of the Falls 
Creek Youth Camp. James lives in Oklahoma City 
with his wife, Cindy. They have been married more 
than 27 years and have two daughters, Hannah and 
Jordan. 

Hope leads the future
“Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you; he is the Messiah, the Lord. This will be 
a sign to you: You will find a baby wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger.”  –Luke 2:11-12 (NIV)
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DECEMBER 6

t
he Christmas season is often a time of 
reflection. We reflect on the meaning of our 
Savior’s birth, on past holidays and 

on the calendar year that will soon 
end. This season, as many of us 
reflect on the blessings and 
memories the year held, 
I’m certain most of us 
are also reflecting on 
the difficulties and 
uncertainty we have 
faced in 2020. 

Peace is probably 
not a word most of 
us would choose to 
describe this year. 
But maybe we need 
to think of peace in a 
different way. We tend to 
think of peace as a world 
without conflict, chaos or 
trouble. However, God never 
promised us a world without 
challenges. What he did promise was to 
give us his peace.

Years ago, God sent us peace in human form, 
the Prince of Peace. Jesus’ time on Earth was not 

without hardship. His humble birth in a manger 
started in less than ideal circumstances, yet with 

Jesus, peace was born as a gift to us all. 
He didn’t come to take away the 

uncertainty and anxiety of this 
world, he came to save us 

from our sins so we can 
live more fully in him. 

The closer we draw to 
God, the more of his 
peace we can enjoy 
despite the changing 
circumstances of our 
lives.

This Christmas, let’s 
focus on drawing 

near to the Prince of 
Peace. Concentrating 

our minds on a God who 
gives, plans and knows 

what the future will hold. 
Let’s rest in his peace. 

Morgan Russell is the associate director of 
marketing for foster care and adoption for Buckner 
International. 

Rest in God’s peace
“Peace I leave with you; my peace I give you. I do not give to you as the world gives. Do not let 
your hearts be troubled and do not be afraid.” –John 14:27 (NIV)
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DECEMBER 7

I
t was a silent night. But the activity of God burst 
into the darkness and the still of night with an 
angelic proclamation about a very special gift. 

The gift was not 
wrapped in an 
ornate package. 
The gift did not 
come in a box 
tied with a bright 
colorful ribbon. 
No. This was not 
an ordinary gift.  

It was an 
extraordinary 
gift from an 

extraordinary 
God with an extraordinary passion who 
demonstrated an extraordinary love so we could 
have an extraordinary opportunity to have an 
extraordinary life for an extraordinary time period. 

One expression of God’s love, revealed through 
that angelic proclamation, is the capacity to 
experience internal peace in a world filled with 
conflict. A cursory glance at the news reveals 
conflict on the individual, family, state, local 
and international levels. Then why do we not 
experience internal peace?

Perhaps, we are looking for internal peace in 
all the wrong places. 

• You cannot have peace on the national level
 until you have peace on the state level.
• You cannot have peace on the state level until
 you have peace on the local level.
• You cannot have peace on the local level until
 you have peace on the family level.
• You cannot have peace on the family level
 until you have peace in the individual heart of
 men.
God gave us the Prince of Peace with the 

birth of Jesus Christ. Pursue experiencing God’s 
pleasure and experience God’s peace in your heart 
today.

Dr. Larry A. Mercer currently serves as the executive 
administrator at Oak Cliff Bible Fellowship in Dallas. 
Among other positions he held in the past was 
executive director of Bucker Children and Family 
Services in North Texas. A graduate of Dallas 
Theological Seminary, he is the author or co-author 
of three books. Larry and Annie have been married 
more than 42 years and have four children and two 
grandchildren.

Celebrate and embrace God’s gift of peace 
“‘This will be a sign for you: you will find a baby wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger.’ And sud-
denly there appeared with the angel a multitude of the heavenly army of angels praising God and 
saying, ‘Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace among men with whom he is pleased.’” 
–Luke 2:12-14 (NASB)
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DECEMBER 8

15

I
t always amazes me that God chose a group of 
humble shepherds to share the most important, 
powerful, life-changing and revolutionary event 

in history. 
Can you imagine being there and seeing what 

they saw? First, the shepherds were deathly 
afraid, but after they received for the first time 
the message of the Gospel, the shepherds 
worshipped. Then they did something completely 
outside their normal behavior. They all agreed 
to investigate this amazing thing revealed to 
them. Notice the angels never asked them to do 
anything, but something in them pushed them to 
do something, to investigate, to make it known 
what had happened. 

2020 has been a confusing year for many of us. 
It has been a year of cancellations, frustrations, 

redesigns, questions and the list goes on. In the 
midst of all this, most of us were forced to slow 
down and suddenly we had time to notice things 
about us and about the world around us we 
never noticed before. Maybe we have noticed the 
injustices that happen every day. Or maybe we 
noticed the blessing of having secure jobs and a 
loving family.

Much like the shepherds, when we stop to 
wonder at God’s creation in the midst of the 
chaos of our daily lives, we are able to see God’s 
loud message that he is the Prince of Peace. 
When we slow down enough to listen to God’s 
whispers, we begin to notice the loud message 
that we are instruments of peace for a world that 
so desperately needs God’s Shalom. And like the 
shepherds, let us also be carriers and curious 
messengers of the greatest story ever told.

Diego Silva is the director of the Buckner Family 
Hope Center in Peñitas, Texas. He and his wife, 
Gabriela, have two sons. 

Instruments of peace
“When the angels went away from them into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, ‘Let us go 
over to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has made known to us.’”  
–Luke 2:15 (ESV)



DECEMBER 9

H
ave you ever wanted to yell, “Get me out 
of here!” when you found yourself in an 
embarrassing situation, frustrating experience 

or a painful time in life? Have you ever felt a quick 
escape would be the best answer to your pain or 
problem?

Jesus promised that “in this world you will have 
trouble” (John 16:33). Jesus could have whisked 
the disciples out of the world and away from 
trouble. Instead, Jesus asks of the Father “My 
prayer is not that you take them out of the world” 
(John 17:13a).

In the midst of a troubled world, his promise is 
“But take heart! I have overcome the world” (John 
16:33).

Jesus wanted the disciples – and you – to hear 
his prayer and know a full measure of peace would 
be available even when an escape from the world 
is not.

How can we have peace without escape? 
Escaping trouble is not the only means to 
experience God’s intervention on our behalf. 
God extends his protection to us in the midst of 
trouble. And not just from the “evil one.”

God’s truth protects us from deception. His 
strength protects us from weakness. His peace 
protects us from anxiety. His grace from self-
destruction. His presence from loneliness. Even 
sin and death succumb to his protection - “Where, 
O death, is your victory? Where, O death, is your 
sting?” (1 Corinthians 15:55). 

Do you think you would feel better if you could 
just “get away from all of this?” Instead of looking 
for life’s ejection seat lever, join Jesus in his prayer. 
Ask God for his peace today.

Jesse Rincones is the executive director of the 
Hispanic Baptist Convention of Texas. 

Peace in the world we live in
“I have told you these things, so that in me you may have peace. In the world you will have trouble. 
But take heart! I have overcome the world.” –John 16:33 (NIV)
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DECEMBER 10

A
s we enter the final month of the year, I often 
take time to pause and reflect. What were 
my original goals? What were my successes? 

What did I miss? I find this time of reflection to be 
revealing and instructive.

 This year is one for the record books for most 
of us. There are several significant events this 
past year that will factor into my reflection. We 
have experienced a pandemic, hurricanes, racial 
tension, remote work and massive jobs losses, just 
to name a few. 

These events have changed the world in which 
we live and operate in; thereby, changing us 
knowingly and, in some cases, unknowingly. We 
can easily become anxious and lose focus on what 
is most important.

Instead of worrying about our own problems, 
we can commit our problems to God in prayer, 
trusting he will provide peace for whatever we are 
experiencing. In Christ, we can find peace in the 
storm.  

In our annual reflection, let us not be anxious 
but prayerful and thankful. Let’s communicate our 
requests to God and accept his peace.

Henry Jackson is the senior vice president of 
Buckner Children and Family Services. 

Reflective peace
“Be anxious for nothing, but in everything by prayer and supplication, with thanksgiving, let your 
requests be made known to God; and the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will 
guard your hearts and minds through Christ Jesus.”  –Philippians 4:6-7 (NKJV)
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DECEMBER 11

T
here is much talk about “peace” in the 
world, where nations could live peaceably 
alongside each other. We all know that if such 

a thing could exist, it would be temporary. The 
compromises they make with each other would 
soon be broken. That’s the way Satan wants it, 
and it is not true peace. 

Peace as the world describes it is defined in 
Webster’s Dictionary as “calm, repose, freedom 
from disturbance, war or hostilities.” This is not 
what Jesus describes as peace in John 14:27: 
“Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you; 
not as the world gives, do I give it to you. Let not 
your heart be troubled, nor let it be fearful.” 

When Jesus spoke these words to his disciples, 
he was in the upper room where soon he would 
depart and go to the Garden of Gethsemane. 
Jesus had already told them in John 14:1, “Let not 
your heart be troubled; believe in God, believe 
also in me.” The “peace” Jesus is talking about 
is “a calmness of confidence in God.” Only belief 
in Jesus can still the heart and mind of a person, 
knowing without a shadow of a doubt that God 
has everything in control. Just as Jesus calmed 

the raging sea, so, too, will he calm our raging 
imaginations. 

The apostle Paul knew this peace from God 
when he prayed, “Now the God of peace be with 
you all” (Romans 15:33). Peace is a gift of grace 
from God. Christians throughout time have met 
sufferings, hardships and death, but they have 
remained steadfast and true to God because they 
possessed peace from God “which surpasses all 
understanding” (Philippians 4:7). 

When someone believes in Jesus, peace comes 
to them because of the indwelling presence of the 
Holy Spirit and in spite of what Satan brings into 
your life or what conditions you may be in. God 
has it all under his control. 

Dudley Marx, MDIV, was the pastor of Memorial 
Baptist Church in Taylor, Texas, where he served for 
28 years.

We are grateful for the faithful leadership, kindness 
and support of Pastor Dudley Marx (May 21, 1949 
– Oct. 22, 2020). During this Advent season, we 
remember his wife, Debbie, and Memorial Baptist 
Church with prayers of hope and thanksgiving.

Peace to calm the raging storms
“You are from God, little children, and have overcome them; because greater is he who is in you 
than he who is in the world.”  –1 John 4:4 (NASB)



DECEMBER 12

T
o make a declaration is to openly make 
something clearly or emphatically known. 
Yes, there are moments when our prayers 

are whispers and offered in quiet solitude, but 
there are also times when speaking prayers aloud 
moves us to action to proclaim attributes of God 
as an offering of worship.

Take time to eliminate any distraction around 
you and use the following prayer guide as 
you worship the Father through these audible 
declarations from Isaiah 9:6. Use this guide with 
family, coworkers or friends, allowing time for 
each person to make these prayer declarations 
out loud:
 • Father, I declare you are my wonderful
  counselor. I worship you for ____ (name a
  specific way he has been your wonderful
  counselor).
 • Father, I declare you are my mighty God. I
  worship you for ____ (name a specific way he
  has been your mighty God).
 • Father, I declare you are my everlasting father.
  I worship you for ____ (name a specific way he
  has been your everlasting father).
 • Father, I declare you are my Prince of Peace. I
  worship you for ____ (name a specific way he
  has been your Prince of Peace).

Persons of prayer are persons with peace. 
Why? Because everything they need is everything 
that God is. If your heart is anxious, if your 
circumstances seem uncertain, or if your mind 
fights worry – pray. His peace will exceed your 
comprehension and serve as a shield about your 
heart and mind in Christ Jesus.

Ken Murphy is the senior director of church 
engagement for Buckner
International. He has served 
churches in Texas, 
New Mexico, Georgia
and Mississippi as 
a church planter, 
executive pastor, 
multi-site campus 
pastor and 
leadership coach
to pastors and 
ministry leaders. 

Peace through prayer
“Don’t worry about anything; instead, pray about everything. Tell God what you need, and thank 
him for all he has done. Then you will experience God’s peace, which exceeds anything we can 
understand. His peace will guard your hearts and minds as you live in Christ Jesus.”  –Philippians 
4:6-7 (NLT)
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L
ast year during Advent, I watched my kid 
stumble through a performance for which I 
knew he had the skill to shine. And my stomach 

knotted.
I held another child in her grief, while I 

swallowed tears. Hers is a grief that won’t be gone 
tomorrow.

I rubbed noses with my babe as she held my 
cheeks in her stubby hands and said “mama 
- love, mama - love” and my heart lurched 
into my eardrums.

My kids move me like almost nothing else.
And this is the kind of love to which Jesus 

subjected himself. Jesus, birthed into a wild 
love — the love of a mother. She cried 
tears over him that pooled into his baby 
chub. She counted his birthmarks and 
his teeth. He was the first thing she 
tended to in the morning.

A mother’s love is ferocious, uncomely, 
strong and yet tender. Unrelenting. 

My flesh wants ease. Circumstances 
tilt, my people in my world get 
stretched, and I feel the tension — 
and I want it over. But today, as I 
adore him, I remember he didn’t just 
come for other people’s darkness, he 
came for the dark parts of my heart. 

His light against the darkened corners of my 
heart, my fears, my insecurities, my questions 
of him (and of myself) heals. It uncovers and it 
clarifies and it reveals. He makes sense of me, with 
his illuminating light. In his light, I no longer want 
to just get through the stretching life-tension and 
circumstances that expose the hard parts of my 

heart. Instead — I want him in them.
Today, light a candle as you adore. Remind 

yourself: This true light of Jesus works best, 
is most radiant and shines brightest when 

it’s right up against the darkest parts of 
me. And of you. Scoot that dark part of 
yourself up near to him … and see. 

Sara Haggerty is a wife to Nate and a 
mother of seven whose arms stretched 
wide across the expanse between the 
United States and Africa. After almost 
a decade of Christian life, she was 

introduced to pain and perplexity and, 
ultimately, intimacy with Jesus. And out 

of the overflow of this perplexity, came 
her writing, both on her blog and in her 
books.

Exposing the light
“The true light, which gives light to everyone, was coming into the world.” –John 1:9 (ESV)
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I
t has been quite a year. Our society has 
experienced extreme levels of uncertainty, 
division and anger. Not to mention it just seems 

like everything has an added layer of difficulty 
to it. Even long-term traditions like returning 
to school were thrown into 
upheaval. This may have left you 
like us – just plain tired.

But God’s word holds 
incredible promises to get us 
through times like this and any 
other difficult times we may face 
in the future. 

God’s steadfast love, no matter 
what happens, never leaves us, 
and the promises he has given 
us will never be broken. This 
powerful word encourages us 
to not only persevere in difficult 
times, but to actually go out 
and live our faith more fervently. 
Because just as God’s steadfast 
love never leaves us, his greatest 
example of love, sending his son Jesus, stands 
as a constant reminder that regardless of how 
difficult it may be, what it may cost us, how much 
we may disagree with someone or how someone 
may have hurt us, we must fiercely love others. 

That is really what Christmas is all about. God 
sent Jesus to this Earth, and even though he was 
betrayed, mocked, beaten and crucified, he never 
stopped loving and forgiving. He came close to 
people in their sin, hurt and mess to show them 

the love of God. We must do 
the same. We must meet people 
where they are and love them in 
their mess, even if they do not 
show love in return.

So in this season, find 
encouragement and rejuvenation. 
Yes, things may be hard. But 
regardless of how difficult things 
are, God’s love is greater, and the 
example we have in Jesus gives 
us hope we can show the same 
great love to others that he did. 

Buck and Stephanie Baskin 
have been married 11 years and 
have been foster parents with 
Buckner for nine years. They 

have three children, two who were adopted. Buck 
works at Sunnyvale Independent School District 
and Stephanie is a licensed master social worker, 
who also does volunteer crisis counseling at the 
Pregnancy Resource Center in Mesquite, Texas. 

Pouring out love
“‘For the mountains may depart and the hills be removed, but my steadfast love shall not depart 
from you, and my covenant of peace shall not be removed,’ says the Lord, who has compassion on 
you.”  –Isaiah 54:10 (ESV) 
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L
ove is everything and everywhere around us, 
starting with God. Yet the world has become 
so focused on technology and material items, 

they forget how to show love to one another with 
words and kindness. God and Jesus have never 
forgotten to show us love when we’ve needed 
love the most.

I remember God’s everlasting love when I feel 
alone and just want someone to love me. God is 
there even when it feels like he isn’t. Jesus literally 
let himself get nailed to the cross and at the very 
moment when most victims of crucifixion might 
scream out in fury with a curse, Christ prayed for 
forgiveness for his tormentors (Luke 23:34). Jesus 
did this completely out of love for us. 

Jesus and his love for me has helped me 
through everything, especially having love for 
my enemy. I have had many enemies in my life, 
starting with my biological parents. I was so angry 
and bitter at them for so long, my anger got in the 
way of love. Jesus has a place in his heart to love 
me, despite the sins I have committed. I had to 
find it in my heart to forgive and love my parents, 
even if I was angry. 

When was a time you have been hurt or 
upset by an enemy and was able to still show 
love toward them the way Jesus has for us? If 

not, what better time of the year than during 
Christmas to start showing others the kindness 
and love Jesus has shown you.

Mei-Lin Gainey is a senior at the University of North 
Texas, majoring in criminal justice with minors in 
human services and behavioral analysis. She is a 
former foster child who was under Buckner Children 
and Family Services. She plans on attending law 
school to become a lawyer after graduating from 
UNT.

Loving even when it hurts
“But love your enemies, do good to them, and lend to them without expecting to get anything 
back.”  –Luke 6:35 (NIV)
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C
reation is a love story. Out of the relationship 
eternally existing between the Father, Son and 
Holy Spirit came all we see, hear, smell, taste 

and touch. God’s marvelous creation came out of 
nothing but their love for one another. 

Our triune God wanted to create a home in this 
new world for the people he created, the people 
he loved. A home where we could live, work, play 
and love. Even beyond a home in the world, God 
wanted to create a home for his love in our hearts. 

My father found and intimately discovered this 
love when I was only a few weeks old. I became 
very ill, and even though my dad was not prone 
to worry, he was frightened over my health. 
The pastor came with the doctor and as he 
leaned over my crib to pray, the reality of 
the Spirit’s presence came alive in that 
moment. My dad experienced the grace 
and love Jesus had for him and his little 
baby boy. He knew he had to follow this 
God with his whole heart. Love had met 
him there. 

God had created love in my dad’s 
heart, and it all started with the love 
the Father, Son and Spirit had for one 
another. As we enter this season of Advent, 
we remember the love God has for us came 

from the love God lived out in this vibrant triune 
relationship from all eternity. A true love story. 

Doug Ashley is the pastor of Longview Evangelical 
Presbyterian Church in Longview, Texas. He and his 
wife, Julie Lynn, have been married for 25 years and 
have two sons in college. 

When love meets you 
“In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was with 
God in the beginning. Through him all things were made; without him nothing was made that has 
been made.”  –John 1:1-3 (NIV)
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O
ur culture is quick to dismiss others. Social 
media is filled with ‘cancel culture.’ If someone 
does something unacceptable, social media 

becomes enraged and the demands to end the 
individual’s career ensues. This boycott includes 
shaming individuals, slamming their reputation, 
and negating anything they have ever done 
that may have been positive. 

As Christians, we have a 
responsibility to speak out and 
address those societal ills 
that plague our communities, 
but we must not forget to 
forgive and remember our 
own shortcomings, faults and 
failures. In essence, when we deny 
forgiveness, we deny them the 
opportunity to receive love. 

I am so glad we serve a God who 
forgives us repeatedly. In Matthew 18:21-
35, Peter asks how many times he should forgive. 
Christ answers with a parable of a man in a 
position of power who forgave his servant. Yet, 
when the servant was given the opportunity to do 
the same for someone else, he forgot how he had 
been forgiven previously. Jesus answered Peter, “I 
tell you, not just seven times, but seventy-seven 
times!” 

Forgiveness is ongoing and rooted in love. It is 
accepting we all fall short of the glory of God and 
that as long as we are on this Earth, we will make 
mistakes. Forgiveness is about loving others even 
when they do not deserve it. Forgiveness is about 
loving ourselves enough to be freed from the 

chains of anger and hatred. Forgiveness 
is about obedience to God and loving 

him through our actions because 
he continues to give us another 
chance. 

As we go through this season, 
I hope we are extending the 
love, grace and mercy Christ has 
given us to one another. If we 

are to show the world the love 
of Christ, it begins in how we love 

one another (John 13:35) and our 
willingness to forgive others as he has 

forgiven us. 

Dr. Froswa’ Booker-Drew is a Buckner International 
board member and currently serves as vice 
president of community affairs and strategic 
alliances for the State Fair of Texas. She is the author 
of three books and the host of a podcast for women, 
The Tapestry. 

Christmas is forgiveness
“But love your enemies, do good to them, and lend to them without expecting to get anything 
back. Then your reward will be great, and you will be children of the Most High, because he is kind 
to the ungrateful and wicked.”  –Luke 6:35 (NIV)
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I had the privilege of seeing my dad off on an 
Honor Flight, the opportunity given veterans 
to fly to Washington D.C. and see the war 

memorials at no cost to themselves. He and 73 
veterans were given a hero’s sendoff with flags, 
music and cheering crowds. At the sight of him 
and the others finally getting the recognition they 
deserve, my heart filled with love … for my father, 
who has given me such a good life and for my 
country, where I enjoy so many freedoms.

When I think of our God’s love for us this Advent 
season, I see there is a contrast. I love in response 
to what I have been given. God gives his love 
without any guarantee of return or response. 
Humanly, our response is the best we can do, but 
love begins with our God. The old hymn says: 

How deep the Father’s love for us
How vast beyond all measure

That he should give his only Son
To make a wretch his treasure

What a gift! Through a deliverance of a tiny 
baby, he has shown us love unconditionally and 
given our lives hope. 1 John 3:1a says, “See what 
great love the Father has lavished on us, that we 
should be called children of God.” 

The love we experience on Earth is a beautiful 
gift and meant to be enjoyed, but earthly 

pleasures cannot replace, and can never touch, 
the depth of our Father’s love for us. The most 
important theme for believers this Christmas 
should be responding to this lavish love by 
dedicating our lives to the swaddled babe.  

Judy Phariss Collins is a hospital chaplain at Texas 
Health Kaufman and resides in Forney, Texas, with 
her husband, Scott. They have one daughter, Claire, 
who lives in Dallas.

How deep the Father’s love for us
“We love because he first loved us.”  –1 John 4:19 (NIV)
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Even though the world’s a mess, God shall be with us
“‘Behold, the virgin shall be with child, and bear a son, and they shall call his name Immanuel,’ 
which is translated ‘God with us.’”  –Matthew 1:23 (NKJV)

I
f Jesus was born today, I imagine Joseph and 
Mary might worry about traveling, but not for 
the same reasons they might have worried in the 

early first century. They might worry about Mary 
getting COVID-19 and might plan their trip to 
make as few stops as possible, to get to town as 
fast as possible.

If that town was 
Bethlehem, what is 
now a Palestinian city 
in the West Bank, 
Joseph and Mary would 
need to allow time to 
pass through a few 
checkpoints in and out 
of Israel, including one at 
the end of their journey 
at Bethlehem. They 
might hope not to be 
detained too long.

The idea that Joseph 
and Mary would travel today from Nazareth – a 
predominantly Arab city in northern Israel – to 
Bethlehem – a Palestinian city just south of 
Jerusalem – involves so many complications, it 
might take a saga of movies to unpack them all.

Joseph and Mary would go through all of this 
for many reasons. They would endure it for love.

If Jesus was born into the world today, he would 
be born into a very complicated situation. And 
yet, Jesus was born into the very complicated 
situation of Judea under Roman rule.

Despite the turmoil and uncertainty of their day, 
Jesus was born, and the angels did proclaim, “The 

child is born, the one called 
Immanuel – God with us.”

There is love in the 
word “with.” There was 
Joseph and Mary’s love, 
for sure – their love for 
each other and their 
budding love for an 
expected child. Above, 
beyond and before their 
love is God’s love. God’s 
love proclaimed a child 
shall be with us. In God’s 

love, he was with us and is 
with us still.

Eric Black is the executive director, publisher and 
editor of the Baptist Standard. He previously served 
as a professor, pastor, associate pastor, youth pastor 
and collegiate missionary. He, his wife and children 
live by the faith, hope and love of Christ.
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W
hen we find the love of God, or when it has 
found us, there is a fullness of joy. This is 
why Advent and joy are so connected. The 

revealing of the love of 
God in Jesus brings 
with it a joy for all 
creation. This is 
why the infant John 
leapt in Elizabeth’s 
womb. It’s why the 
Magi had such an 
exceeding joy when 
they saw the star. 
It’s why the angels 
declare that this is 
good news of great 
joy.

Jesus knows this, too. 
It’s what he longs to convey to his disciples in 
John 15. If they can know his love – the love of the 
Father – and remain in it, they will have his joy. 

“Just as the Father has loved me, I have loved 
you,” Jesus tells them. Do you see it? Have you 
noticed what God’s love is like? Jesus knows that 
if they can understand the fullness of God’s love 
they will have the same joy he has. Their joy will 

be made full. It will be complete. 
Advent invites us to look again at the manger 

and see God’s love revealed. As we marvel at the 
reality of a God who 

comes to us, who will 
not leave creation in 
despair, we discover 
the kind of love the 
Father has. It’s a 
love that never fails 
and can never be 
defeated. It’s a love 
that redeems and 
restores. To truly 
discover that love 
is to be filled with a 

deep gladness.
Jesus has God’s joy 

because he abides in God’s love. He longs for you 
to know both and to have them in full.

Trevor Brown is the associate pastor of First Baptist 
Church of Amarillo, Texas.

Full joy
“These things I have spoken to you so that my joy may be in you, and that your joy may be made 
full.” –John 15:11 (NASB)
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C
hristmas in a small, country town was the 
best of times. Unlike big cities, everyone knew 
each other or at least was familiar with that 

family, which meant at Christmas there was an 
abundance of toys, candy, fruit and all kinds of 
goodies from my grandparents, mom and dad, 
aunts and uncles, our church, and even school. I 
used to call that “Christmas joy.” It was abundant, 
free and overflowing. Christmas was my favorite 
holiday. I thought like a child.

My grandparents took me to church every 
Sunday, and I started playing piano and singing 
songs for the Lord by age 11. While I enjoyed 
singing in church, it wasn’t until I moved into 
adulthood that the real meaning of who Christ is 
changed for me and my worship.

I was no longer a child and could not afford 
to think like one. I had to grow up, take care of 

myself and decide what I believed about Christ. 
Life experiences started teaching me lessons 

both good and bad. I continued to play piano 
for the church, but I eventually had to choose a 
serious walk with Christ or no relationship with 
him at all. 

I learned how to study the Bible and commune 
with God. The joy that filled my heart, once I said 
“yes” to Christ, was immeasurable. The music I 
sang and played came from my heart and not just 
a mere recital of words. I believed.  

Unlike the joy I felt at Christmas as a child, the 
love of Christ I know and live by is abundant, free 
and overflowing. This Advent season rejoice in the 
God of our salvation who will one day return for 
his children. 

Loretta Jordan is a friend, donor and volunteer at 
the Buckner Family Hope Center at Wynnewood. She 
has been married to Leonard Jordan Jr. for 33 years. 
She retired from Allstate Insurance Co. after 28 years 
and is currently the minister of music at Cornerstone 
Church in Oak Cliff, Texas. 

Joy that overflows
“My lips shall shout for joy when I sing praises unto thee; And my soul, which thou hast re-
deemed.”  –Psalms 71:23 (ASV)
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I love to laugh. I enjoy being with people who 
love to laugh. My family, on both sides, are 
storytellers. It’s rare when one of us has a new 

story, but that does not restrain us from 
telling an old one. Again and again. 
The embarrassing truth about our 
family of storytellers is that even 
though we have all heard that 
story numerous times, we 
laugh anyway. Besides, our 
stories get better and better 
over time as we add to the 
“truth.” 

Because I am a story-
teller, I sometimes am asked 
to perform a task. “James, go 
cheer Joe up. He seems a little 
down.” Now, here is the issue. 
Maybe I can make Joe laugh, 
but have I brought him joy? Is joy 
laughter? I don’t think so. Those who are 
sad in their heart can still laugh. 

What we all seek is not laughter, as good as that 
is, but joy. What we all seek is not happiness; we 
pursue joy. Laughter and happiness are temporal. 
They depend on an external stimulator. Something 
humorous happens, and we laugh. A pleasurable 
sensation comes our way, and we are happy. The 
amusing occurrence and the external pleasure 

pass on, and we are left back where we were. 
Neither laughing nor happy.

How, then, do we define that something that is 
permanent, not temporal? May we look no 

further than the theme of this Advent 
message: Joy.

Is joy an emotion that does not 
depend on external stimulus 
for its existence? Experience 
seems to have proven that 
to be a truism. Joy comes 
from within. Joy is built, not 
stimulated. It is produced 
from our being, able to hold 
within ourselves an assurance 

that we are loved just as 
we are. It is with comforting 

confidence we are safe and 
not drifting toward an unknown 

destiny but are secure. Joy is peace 
– peace of mind and peace of heart. May 

you, this particular season, find joy, love, assurance 
and peace. Joy to the world.

James Westbrooks is a retired economist. In 1969 he 
founded his firm, which is now Westbrooks, Dugger 
and Westbrooks. He is a teacher at FBC Richardson 
and is on the board for Buckner International.

Finding true joy this Christmas
“May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that by the power of the Holy 
Spirit you may abound in hope.”  –Romans 15:13 (ESV)
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S
ome years ago, I read that a happy person 
is one who enjoys the scenery on a detour. 
Our lives are like a journey – some smooth 

roads, some speed bumps, some potholes and 
lots of detours. Of course, our goal is not to be 
happy, but to be joyful. Happiness depends on 
happenings. Joy comes from knowing Jesus.

There have been many times in my journey 
that God’s presence, love and mercy have been 
evident. Three years ago, my journey took me 
on a “big detour.” During Hurricane Harvey, my 
townhome flooded. This is what I wrote in my 
prayer journal on Friday, Sept. 15, 2017: 

Where do I begin? So many things have 
happened – the flood came, and I left my house 
and waded through waist-deep water with my 
son-in-law and a stranger. Susan (my daughter) 
and Marvin rescued me. I stayed at their house for 
several days. You, God, provided a new home for 
me at Parkway Place. Many friends are here. I feel 
at home and know you brought me here. Thank 
you for your constant provision! Lord, you did not 
let me stumble and fall as I walked through that 
rushing water that Sunday morning. You protected 
me. My help does come from You!

During that time, the Scriptures that helped 
me the most were Psalms 91 and 121. Even when 

things seemed lost, I was able to find joy in the 
situation because I knew God was watching over 
me.

Our latest detour on our journey is the 
pandemic. Let us keep our eyes on Jesus who will 
give us the peace, calm and joy we need each day 
– no matter the circumstances. Today, may you 
sense his presence in a very special way and be 
filled with great joy.

Sue Stone is originally from Sulphur Springs, Texas, 
and moved to Houston over 50 years ago. For most 
of her married life, she was a homemaker, but also 
taught school and worked as a church secretary. Sue 
volunteered as a preschool associate at Tallowood 
Baptist Church for several years. She and her 
husband have four children, five grandchildren and 
nine great-grandchildren. Sue lives at Parkway Place, 
a Buckner senior living community.

Joy in the trial
“The Lord is my strength and shield. I trust him with all my heart. He helps me, and my heart is 
filled with joy . . . ” –Psalms 28:7 (NLT)
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S
he looked out of the window and saw me 
talking to gang members. These young men 
were seeking a path of deviancy that would 

derail my destiny as they invited me to a life of 
monetary gain without legality. In short, I would 
break the law to seek fulfillment.

She watched me from her window and saw 
promise in me I didn’t perceive. She beckoned to 
me as I approached her home. “Barry, how would 
you like to help me wash my steps each day? I’ll 
pay you two dollars.”

Two dollars was excessive. My mother only 
made six dollars a day as “the help,” serving as 
domestic help in various homes.

Little did I realize as I began to work for this 
lady that she was a difference maker, destroying 
the monetary motivation for me to join an urban 
gang. She empowered me to extricate myself from 
a generational cycle of poverty and pathology. 
Ada taught me that each of us can become a 
difference maker.

In Christian theology, Advent celebrates the 
coming of Jesus Christ. It is a time of expectancy 
and waiting, a preparation for remembering the 
Nativity of Jesus and his second coming.

Advent is a time when we meet a difference 
maker known as John the Baptist. John and Jesus 
were cousins and about the same age. They both 

experienced unusual births and were anticipated 
in Bible prophecy. They were both martyred, and 
each was a difference maker. They taught us that 
we, too, can become difference makers.

John showed us we can become difference 
makers by pointing to something or someone 
greater than ourselves. John was the difference 
maker who prepared the way for our Savior’s first 
coming.

We can become difference makers by preparing 
the way for Jesus’ second coming. Before 
ascending into heaven, Jesus challenged us with 
these words; “Receive my power and witness for 
me to the uttermost parts of the world” (Acts 1:8).

Like Ada, who changed the trajectory of my 
life, and like John the Baptist, prepare to make a 
difference. 

Dr. Barry C. Black is the 62nd chaplain of the 
Senate. Prior to Capitol Hill, Chaplain Black served 
in the U.S. Navy for over 27 years, ending his 
distinguished career as the Chief of Navy Chaplains. 
He has authored five books beginning with his 
autobiography. He is married to Brenda Pearsall and 
they have three sons: Barry II, Brendan and Bradford.

Becoming a difference maker
“Let your light shine before others, so that they may see your good works and give glory to your 
Father who is in heaven.” –Matthew 5:16 (ESV)
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“Unprecedented” is the most popular 
word used to describe 2020. One of our 
colleagues said, “There is nothing normal about 
2020.” And here we are on Christmas Day in the 
most unprecedented year of our lives with the 
advent of COVID-19 in March of this year.

Since COVID-19 arrived, nothing has been 
normal for us. If you happen to gather with 
anyone outside your nuclear family, you will most 
likely have to make plans to observe this family 
time with great precaution. Some of you will have 
decided not to meet with extended family in order 
to protect them and your family. Christmas 2020 
will probably be an unprecedented celebration. 

But so was the first Christmas. It was 
unprecedented. No other child in human history 
was born to a virgin woman (Matthew 1:18-25). 
No other child in human history received gifts 
from three astrologer wisemen guided by a star 
to his birthplace. Angels appeared to shepherds 
on the outskirts of Bethlehem and guided them 

to Jesus. A crowd of angels appeared in the sky 
praising and saying, “Glory to God in the highest 
heaven, and on earth peace to those on whom his 
favor rests.” And few children born at Christmas 
survived their birth by fleeing to Egypt due to the 
threat of mass infanticide ordered by King Herod. 
This first Christmas was anything but normal. It 
was unprecedented and abnormal by all other 
human perspectives.

When you reflect during Christmas 2020 and 
everything seems different, odd, unusual and 
unprecedented, know you are in good company 
with Jesus, the Savior, and his family. Nothing 
about 2020 surprised the Lord of redemptive 
history. I take comfort this unprecedented 
Christmas Day that the Prince of Peace continues 
to draw human history toward his purposes, even 
if it seems unprecedented to me.

Albert Reyes is president and CEO of Buckner 
International. He and his wife, Belinda, have three 
adult sons. 

An unprecedented Christmas
“‘For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways,’ declares the Lord.”
–Isaiah 55:8 (NIV)




