
First Presbyterian Church 
Greeneville, Tennessee 
Reopening the Church 

May 17, 2021 
(with guidance from the Centers for Disease Control’s May 13, 2021, update on mask usage) 

 
Luke 10:26-28 [Jesus] said to him, “What is written in the law? What do you read there?” 
He answered, “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your 
soul, and with all your strength, and with all your mind; and your neighbor as yourself.” 
And [Jesus] said to him, “You have given the right answer; do this, and you will live.” 
 
We ask that each person take personal responsibility to help ensure we all remain safe 
and consider your own health and the health of others when choosing to participate in 
church events and activities. 
 
Please stay home if you: 
● have a fever; 
● feel ill; or 
● have been directly exposed to someone who has tested positive for COVID-19 in the 
past 10 days. 
 
We will not ask you if you have been vaccinated.  
 
Worship 
● Masks are strongly recommended for high-risk individuals and unvaccinated 
individuals, and we request that you consider the CDC’s guidelines for yourself and the 
safety and health of others in our congregation. 
● We request that unvaccinated individuals wear a mask. 
● An 11:00 am service will be held in the sanctuary. 
● Beginning June 6, 2021, we will also resume 8:30 am worship services in Christ Chapel. 
● Reservations will not be required for worship services. 
● The pulpit side pews and fellowship hall are reserved for those who prefer to maintain 
physically distanced seating.  
● Choir and Clergy will not wear masks during worship. 
● Congregational Singing is allowed. 
● Two methods are available for the receipt of tithes and offerings. Ushers will circulate 
the offering bags on a stick, pew by pew, during the offertory, and an offering plate will 
be available at each sanctuary exit. Please use whichever method you prefer. 
● On Sundays when Communion is observed, individual Communion packets will be 
used until at least September. 
● At the passing of the peace, worship leaders will instruct congregants to be mindful of 
others’ desire and comfort level for handshaking and physical proximity. 



 
Small Group Gatherings (Sunday School, Youth, Children) 
Small groups may resume gathering in the facility at their regularly scheduled times and 
also continue virtually/hybrid. Classrooms are being fitted with equipment and 
technology to provide simultaneous on-site and online participation. 
 
Since children under 12 are not eligible for a vaccine yet, they will continue to wear 
masks while indoors in classrooms and other close quarters. Adults facilitating them will 
also wear masks, for continuity. Masking also applies to older children who are meeting 
with children under 12. 
 
Facility 
The church facility is open for church-related activities, but remains closed to outside 
groups using the facility until the Session deems appropriate to allow such uses to 
resume. The session will revisit this issue in September, 2021. 
 
The facility will remain locked during the week when no church functions are taking 
place. Members needing access to the building can enter during regular office hours or 
by contacting a church staff member or key holder.   
 
Outdoor Events 
Outdoor church activities do not require masks.  
 
On Site Meals 
Meals for church groups (Men’s Breakfast, etc.) are permitted, at the discretion of group 
leaders and meal preparers.  Further direction for WFC meals will be provided by July 
18, 2021, to allow for adequate preparation and planning. When possible, it is highly 
encouraged for meal gatherings to be outdoors (courtyard) as weather and logistics 
permit. 


