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Sunday, May 21st—We will have our semi- annual 

Congregation Meeting at 9:45am. We will meet in the 

Parish Hall. All voting members are encouraged to 

attend. 

Columbia Jazz Band Concert and Pot-Luck Lunch 

May 21st the Columbia Jazz Band will be performing in the Pavilion. Please 
join us for a pot-luck lunch and wonderful concert. They will begin playing 
at 1:00PM.  

Spring and Tree Clean Up 
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 “If you are 
not allowed 
to laugh in 
heaven, I 
don't want to 
go there.  
 
Martin Luther 
 

Pastor’s Corner 

Easter is here! We had three joy-filled worship services on Easter morning after a 
wonderful Lenten season and Holy Week. Lent, Holy Week and Easter wouldn’t have 
been possible or as nice without the hard work of our congregation. So, I am going to 
take this opportunity to thank people for their contributions!                                                           
Thank you…         
 To Donna Beall and Carole Manges along with the others who help with Altar 
Care. There is a lot to be done, changes for Ash Wednesday, then to Lent colors. Get-
ting ready for Holy Week there are different drapes to go over crosses, and many 
other things to take care of including setting up for various services and different 
ways of setting up communion. Their work throughout the year keeps us going, but 
during this time of year there is much more to do!                                                            
  To Tom Leeseberg-Lange, Betty Kerwin, the Chancel Choir, Youth Choir, 
brass players and Handbell Choir. You have all had extra rehearsals, the Chancel 
Choir helped to lead our Evening Prayer services this year. Everyone was  involved 
with Holy Week and all of the Easter Services. The music was quite lovely!                                                               
 To Judy Hewitt, Mary Manning, Donna Beall and Patsy Graves for helping to 
set up our mid-week Lenten soup and salad suppers. To all who made soup and     
provided the salads, we didn’t go hungry and trying new soups is always fun!                                      
 To Pastor Gerry for help teaching the study portion of our mid-week Lenten 
series as we looked at Luther’s Hymns based on the Small Catechism. As well as for 
all the other work you do here in this place!                                                                                   
 To Tom Leeseberg-Lange and Kathleen Matsangakis for their hard work in 
producing worship bulletins, news bulletins and other work in the office. Kathleen 
began her work here just as Lent was about to begin and she has jumped in with both 
feet! Tom has been producing worship bulletins and he is doing a fabulous job!                                
 To Amy Emad for organizing the Easter Egg Hunt this year! To all the      
Sunday School teachers who are working hard to pass faith on to the children!                       
 To the Men’s Brotherhood for all the work you do around here, especially 
during this busy time: organizing the clean-up so things would look nice for Easter, 
holding the Mulch Sale each weekend, hosting Easter Breakfast and preparing for the 
Yard Sale. Those are all in addition to the regular work you continue to do      
throughout the church!                                                                                                 
 To Joe and Cathy Dymek for your work in putting together the Senior        
Fellowship lunches. And for becoming part of the “funeral crew” and helping to     
organize the funeral lunches we have had this year. And to those who join with Joe 
and Cathy in preparing, serving and cleaning up when we do have funerals.                                                         
 To Bret Hassel for organizing serving dinner at University of Maryland      
Lutheran Campus Ministry. To the Social Outreach Network for organizing the food 
collection for Easter as well as continuing the Grassroots meals that are  prepared.                          
 To the council, for your support for all that goes on in the congregation! To 
the Nominating Committee who has been working hard to find new council members 
to elect in May!                                                                                                                                              
 To everyone in the congregation, for your support of the ministry of this    
congregation! For attending events, for being here to worship!                                                                 
 Many thanks to everyone! May we all have a blessed Easter Season!                     
 If I have left someone out, it was not intentional. There are so many people 
here at St. Paul’s who help in so many ways and without your work this would be a 
very different place! 

Peace,  
Pastor Carolyn  

http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/m/martinluth383752.html
http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/m/martinluth383752.html
http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/m/martinluth383752.html
http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/m/martinluth383752.html
http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/m/martinluth383752.html
http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/m/martinluth383752.html
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Associate Pastor 

SO YOU CALL YOURSELF A LUTHERAN?  WHY? 

That may sound like a funny question but perhaps it is a good one on the 500th 

Anniversary of the Reformation.  It is a little bit like asking yourself why I am an 

American? From time to time we need to ask ourselves the “why” question.  If not 

we take who we are for granted or assume too much (and we all know what that 

means. 

If we lived in the Midwest being Lutheran might have something to do with jello 

or Garrison Keillor.  We do drink a lot of coffee, have great church dinners and 

enjoy singing “A Mighty Fortress is our God” on Reformation Sunday. Perhaps 

your family tree has some German or Scandinavian roots, or maybe you simply 

like St. Paul Lutheran Church. 

In these days of smaller churches and when brand loyalty means less and less 

(except with sport teams), some of the above reasons may work for you, but may 

not for your children or grandchildren. 

So what does it mean to be a Lutheran? 

Martin Luther talked about the church having a great treasure or pearl.  That 

pearl is the Gospel!  Simply put the Gospel (or Good News) is that we are made 

just by the Grace of God through our faith in the saving action of Jesus Christ’s 

Death and Resurrection!  Jesus does it all!  According to Luther any strings the 

church or pastors puts on this free gift is to be avoided because it is not the      

saving Gospel (namely that by our own actions or being good people we can make 

ourselves right with God).  Check out Habakkuk 2: 4, Romans 5: 1-11, Galatians 

2: 16, and Philippians 2: 6-11 for passages in Scripture that clarify the Gospel 

pearl. 

I write this article the afternoon after Mabel Brown’s – a life long Lutheran -   

funeral.  I would like to think that if we had the opportunity to ask Mabel today 

what it means to be a Lutheran she would chime out; “The Gospel, of course!”                                                                                                                                                                                         

In Christ! 

Pastor Gerry 

 

 

 

 

"On Easter 

Day the veil 

between 

time and 

eternity 

thins to 

gossamer. 

~Douglas 
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May 2017 – one more month and this year will be half over!!!  Unbelievable!  

This past week I was looking over the past year and writing the annual report for 

2016 (mark your calendars – congregational meeting is May 21st).  I’ve always 

enjoyed writing those because it makes me stop and look to see what we’ve done 

as a church over the past year...and maybe even realize what we didn’t get done.  

This year writing the report was bittersweet – I’m closing out my term as presi-

dent of council and while I am ready to become “just a part of the congregation”, 

it has also been a privilege for me to serve on council.  There have been a lot of 

changes in the 4 years I’ve been on council – we’ve been through 2 pastors (& we 

added a pastor), 2 Directors of Music and 3 office administrators!  There have 

been challenging times – serving has certainly been an educational experience 

for me and there have been frustrations along the way…but I don’t think I would 

trade it for anything.   I have been blessed by the people I have worked with.  I 

had the opportunity to get to know the pastors and others on a level that I’m not 

sure I would have ever had by “just” attending services.  I have so much respect 

for the intellect and deep dedication to this church exhibited by every council 

member whom I’ve worked with in the last 4 years.   This past year was a difficult 

one for me – and I struggled to remain focused in every area of my life – church, 

work & home – and for the most part felt like I didn’t do a very good job in any of 

those areas!   Thankfully council isn’t just one person – it is a team and even if 

one person loses their focus, the team steps  up to help them along…and I        

appreciated the support and latitude I felt this team gave me this past year.    As 

we look to the rest of 2017 and the new council members who will be voted in on 

May 21st – I am excited for this church!  We will have new vitality and energy – 

and focus for the needs for St. Paul’s!  And, while I won’t be on council, that isn’t 

going to cause my involvement to cease -  I will pledge to them my support and 

promise that I will do whatever I can to support them in this church and their 

endeavors.  If being on council has convinced me of one thing it is this – this 

church will not survive if our membership chooses to just let a few do the work of 

all.  We usually don’t talk a lot about stewardship throughout the year – we have 

“stewardship season” but as Christians we know that stewardship isn’t just a 

“season” – it should be an integral part of our lives.  Our focus on stewardship 

tends to be on the stewardship of giving our money – making financial pledges to 

our church.  And that is hugely important but the giving of our time is just as    

important and necessary for this church’s work to continue.  So, while council 

covets the prayers of those who faithfully pray for the leadership of this church, I 

hope you’ll consider stepping up to better support them by volunteering – by  

getting involved in your church….our church. 

Sally Murphy 

Council President 

“I have held 

many things in 

my hands, and 

I have lost 

them all. But 

whatever I have 

placed in God’s 

hands, that I 

still possess.”  
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Stewardship is about so much more than money. Stewardship, at its core, 
is about love. It is one of the primary ways that we live out Jesus’          
commandment to love God and our neighbor with our whole beings. 
Changing the stewardship culture of your congregation takes time and 
hard work. But a few small, intentional steps in the right direction can go a 
long way.  

Stewardship can be a life-giving practice for both the stewardship        
committee and the congregation. When we practice year-round steward-
ship, we free stewardship from the shackles of the budget so that we can 
be reunited with God’s mission in the world. We free stewardship from its 
connection to the fall season, so that it can become a way of life. And we 
free stewardship from the cries of scarcity, so that we can celebrate God’s 
abundance. 

Stewardship       ELCA 

“‘ You shall love the Lord 
your God with all your heart, 
and with all your soul, and 
with all your mind.’  
This is the greatest and first 
commandment. And a     sec-
ond is like it:  
‘ You shall love your neighbor 
as yourself.’”  

The Hanna Paper Retriever Information Bulletin 

The following lists of items are accepted by the Hanna Paper Retriever Program:                                     

* Booklets * Boxed Office Records & Files * Bulletins * Business Cards * Office and School Papers         
* Computer Forms * Computer Print Outs * Drawing Paper * Envelopes (plain & window)                       
* File Folders * Glossy Paper * Mail * Hard Back and Soft Back Books * Lined Paper * Non-Carbon 
Forms * Photocopy Paper * Post It Notes * Reports * Shredded Paper* Stamps * Fax Paper                  
* Typing Paper * Magazines * Cardboard (broken down) * Newspapers                                                                          

 Note: Paper clips, staples, and clips are okay. 

 Oct. 31, 2017, will mark the 500th anniversary of the Lutheran                 

Reformation, which is an opportunity for the Evangelical Lutheran Church 

in America (ELCA) to bear witness to the hope and joy we have through  

Jesus Christ. Many people will be asking about the significance of what 

happened 500 years ago when Martin Luther posted his 95 Theses. This 

action started a dialogue that changed the way we receive and share the 

gospel which continues today. This anniversary is an opportunity to      

communicate the Lutheran Reformation’s significance for faith and life in 

the 21st Century and the freedom we have in Christ that liberates us to    

joyfully serve our neighbors. Leading up to 2017, all ELCA members are   

encouraged to plan and participate in activities that prepare for this      

milestone anniversary. These activities will allow us to give thanks for the 

word’s power to free, renew and unite all creation in Christ. At the same 

time it will provide an opportunity to emphasize the continuing work of 

reconciliation in the Christian church with our ecumenical partners.  

Luther and the Reformation                               by Rick Steves 

For details and 

updates on this 

event,please visit 

www.ELCA500.org  



Easter Revisited 

Youth Choir-             

Tuesdays from 6:15-6:45pm. 

Bell Choir-           

Meets in the Bells Room, Tues at 

7pm 

Chancel Choir-       

Thurs from  7-8:30pm               
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Men’s Brotherhood 

The Men of St. Paul’s gather on the 2nd Saturday of each month for    
breakfast, a brief business meeting and  devotions. All males in the       
congregation are welcome and invited to attend! The May meeting is     
Saturday the 13th at 8:00AM.  

Music– Notable Events   

The Senior Fellowship luncheon for May will be held on May 16th            

beginning at 11:30am.  We will celebrate all things patriotic with food,   
fellowship and fun! Please wear your red, white and blue.  If you plan to 

attend, please RSVP by calling or emailing Joe and Cathy Dymek at 
(410-531-1057 or jcdymek@verizon.net) or signing up on the yellow 

sheets. 

St. Paul’s Senior Fellowship 

Audio Recordings  

Check out the website for St Paul’s 

service’s  recordings.  All services 

from the last 2 months can be found 

under  Gallery/Audio. Just click on 

the media player link. 

mailto:jcdymek@verizon.net


11795 Route 216                           

Fulton MD 20759 

Phone: (301) 725-0241 

E-mail: 

stpaulsfulton@verizon.net 

We’re on the Web! 

www.stpaulslutheran.info  

 

A Congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church of America 

S T .  P A U L ’ S  L U T H E R A N  C H U R C H  

Theology on Tap 

We will gather for Theology on Tap May 2rd, beginning at 6:30pm at 
TBD. For more information please contact Pastor Carolyn. 

“Like” us on Facebook!         

For a while now we have had a St. Paul’s facebook group, well now we have a 
public page! Find us and click “like” and watch us for announcements! Tell 
your friends too! www.facebook.com/StPaulsFulton 

Last But Not Least 

May 7 Fourth Sunday of Easter 

Acts 2:42-47;                                                 
Psalm 23;                                                                
1 Peter 2:19-25;                                                 
John 10:1-10 

May 14 Fifth Sunday of Easter 

Acts 7:55-60;                                                
Psalm 31:1-5, 15-16;                                                      
1 Peter 2:2-10;                                                      
John 14:1-14 

May 21 Sixth Sunday of Easter 

Acts 17:22-31;                                                   
Psalm 66:8-20;                                                        
1 Peter 3:13-22;                                                    
John 14:15-21 

May 28 Ascension Sunday 

Acts 1:1-11;                                                             
Psalm 47;                                                    
Ephesians 1:15-23;                                              
Luke 24:44-
53 

 

      

Lectionary Readings for the Month 

Daily Grace  Generations to Come    By Venice R. Williams      

You and I were born in the middle of someone else’s story. When we wiggled our way into the world, our 
mothers and fathers, aunts and uncles, grandparents, maybe even our older siblings, were already living 
out the narratives of their lives. 
The Earth, too, has a story. Each generation of humanity is born into an emerging tale involving rivers 
and rain, soil and stone, climate and clouds, ozone and oceans. Just as we were formed in the water of 
our  mothers’ wombs, the Earth, also, was sired and shaped in the stirrings of God’s Spirit. 
We must continue to ask ourselves: What is the Earth story we are crafting for the generations who will 
follow us? For the children just born or yet to be born? 
As we celebrate Earth Day , I pray we will renew our relationships with the Earth and with all of  creation. 
Let’s think deeply about the story we are fashioning for the generations of children of God to come. 

 

 

http://www.facebook.com/StPaulsFulton
http://itunes.apple.com/us/app/wo-dailygrace/id425207945


What’s happening in the Archive for May?  

 

 

-line.  

Cemetery Committee Meeting  

Charles and Judy Iager are in the process of putting together a 

meeting of Cemetery Committee. If you are interested in     

joining the committee or would like more information on the 

committee or the upcoming meeting, please let me know?  

The committee will be discussing getting started on opening 

the new section of St. Paul’s cemetery. I understand that the 

last hurtles to getting started have been overcome and we are 

ready to discuss how to proceed.  

June’s Feature Article  

I had a suggestion for a story from the Frost’s and I have      

already contacted several of you concerning doing an article 

about Elmer and Elsie Wessel. Unfortunately all the             

submissions have not come in in time for the submission 

deadline for May but hopefully I will have it all together for 

the June Edition.  

As always any idea, photo, article, item of significance related 

to St. Paul’s is always welcome by the Archive. If you have a 

something to share please let me know? We have a very rich 

heritage and stories especially about the past at St. Paul’s need 

to be retold to the next generation.  

Looking For Testers  

Calling all historians and genealogy buffs. St Paul’s Cemetery 

Records are now available on line. If you would like to be able 

to search them or contribute to the please let me know? The 

information is only available to subscribers at present and if 

you would like to be on the team, just let me know and I will 

get you started.  

The basic shell is there but the project needs you to grow. 

Even if you don’t do computers and would like to help please 

let me know?  

Respectfully Submitted,  

Kerry Griffin 

By: Kerry Griffin  

St. Paul’s Archivist  

April 21, 2017  

Tales from the Archive is a presentation 

from the Archive at St. Paul’s.  

Contributions of items of significance to 

the Church History or contributions of 

stories are welcome and encouraged.  

It is the goal of the Archive to preserve 

the Church History and make selected 

portions of it known to the congregation 

from time to time.  

I can be contacted at:  

301.518.8460 cell  

kerrygriffin@verizon.net  


