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Congregational Survey
Over the past few months council has
been developing a congregational
survey in order to receive your input
and feedback to the Church leadership.
Below is a link to the online survey that
we have established. The survey is
designed to take 5 to 10 minutes to
complete and allows areas for
additional comments to be noted. We
encourage you to take the time to
complete the survey and help improve
your spiritual experience at St Paul's.

https://
www.surveymonkey.com/r/
stpaulssurvey2017
The survey will be open until
March 26. Results will be
presented during the annual
congregational meeting in May.
Thank you
St. Paul's Council

Upcoming Events:


MAR 11TH MENS
BROTHERHOOD



MAR 15TH– SCHOLORSHIP
FORM DUE



MAR 25TH– MULCH SALES



MAR 21ST– SENIOR
FELLOWSHIP



MAR 28TH– THEOLOGY ON
TAP

Mulch Sale
The Men’s Brotherhood mulch sales will begin on Saturday, March
25th from 9:00am until noon and will continue each Saturday while
supplies last.
We will have Premium Hardwood Mulch and Pine Bark Mulch (3 CF bags) and
Premium Red and black Dyed Hardwood Mulch (2CF bags) for $5.00 per bag;
and, Leafgro soil conditioner for $6.00 per bag. All proceeds
go to the St. Paul’s Scholarship Fund. You may pick up
your mulch or have it delivered for $20.00. To arrange
delivery, contact Mike Heyser, 301-370-6362. There are order
forms available on the table in the Narthex.
If you don’t need mulch, but would like to contribute to
the Scholarship Fund you may do so by putting your
donation in your church envelope and writing
Scholarship Fund in the space noted “other” on the top
right hand side of the envelope. For additional
Information regarding the scholarship program you may
contact Ken Keefer, 301-490-5465.
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News & Notes
Pastor’s Corner
Lent is here! With this season we have lot going on here at St.
Paul’s. Not only do we have our mid-week Lenten series which begins on
the 8th, but other things going on as well!
It seems that in life change is the only constant.
Once again, we have a staff change. This time we are welcoming our
new Administrative Assistant. Her name is Kathleen Matsangakis, she
lives in Highland and most recently worked as a substitute health room
nurse for Montgomery County Public Schools and she has experience
working in the Montgomery County Library System. When you stop by
church or call, please take a moment to welcome her to St. Paul’s!
“If you are

not allowed
to laugh in
heaven, I
don't want to
go there.
Martin Luther

We are looking ahead to our May congregational meeting. This is
the meeting we have each year to elect council members. Each year we
have members of council whose terms have ended and therefore we elect
new people to those positions. In addition to that, this year we have other
positions to fill as we have had resignations of council members and some
who are in the midst of relocating due to changes in jobs. The Nominating
Committee will be working hard to fill each of these positions. As those
positions needing to be filled are made known, please take time to prayerfully consider if you are willing and able to serve in any of those capacities.
If you are approached by the nominating committee, please listen to them,
and pray about whether or not you are able to serve. We need strong
leaders here in the congregation to continue our work and mission!
We are also in the midst of a congregational survey taking place as
well. The survey was designed by our church council over the last few
months as a way for everyone to share feedback and ideas with the leaders
of our congregation. The link to the survey was emailed out, and is also
included in the newsletter, so please take a few minutes to complete the
survey. There are hard copies available at church for those who do not use
computers! Your responses are important in helping us to see where
things are at St. Paul’s and to look at what we need to focus on as we move
forward!
There are many things going on right now, even as we are in the
midst of the penitential season of Lent. May this be a season of welcome to
our newest staff member, as well as a time of discernment as you consider
your ability to serve our congregation as well as taking the time to share
your thoughts through our survey.
Peace,
Pastor Carolyn
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Volume 10, Issue 03
Associate Pastor
Dear Heirs of the Reformation;
On this the 500th Anniversary of the Reformation, the question before us
is…”What would Martin Luther do?”! This month the question – “What
would Martin Luther do” is about the current political situation in
America. The answer is more complicated than we think!
+ First of all, Luther was a revolutionary. Many historians and
theologians say that without Luther there would have been no French,
English or American Revolutions, let alone democracy. He was the first
“little person” to stand up against “the establishment”. See Martin Marty’s
new Book, “October 31, 1517: Martin Luther and the Day that Changed the
World”.
+ Secondly, it was a far different time politically in the 1500s than now.
In a certain sense we would be comparing apples and oranges. Democracy
was not even an idea let alone a word in 1517. That all came later. Luther
lived in a feudal system where all wealth and power were accumulated in 1
-2% of the population, namely the ruling class. The rest of us common
people relied on them mostly for protection from our enemies. Therefore
it would be difficult to know exactly how Luther would respond since our
time and system are so different.
+ Perhaps for the above reason Luther developed the Doctrine of “The
Two Kingdoms”. In this teaching, God governs the world in two ways;
one hand of God rules the church and the other hand of God rules through
the temporal rulers. Luther drew a clear line between spiritual and
temporal authorities, and emphasized that these two realms should not be
confused. Once again I am not sure that Luther’s doctrine of the Two
Kingdoms works so well post democracy. After all, in a democracy WE are
the government!
As with much of Lutheranism it seems to me there is a tension; saint and
sinner, the Two Kingdoms, saved by faith and not by works; etc. Perhaps
the better question for us in these times is “What would Jesus do?” !
Blessed Lent!
Pastor Gerry
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"On Easter
Day the veil
between
time and
eternity
thins to
gossamer.
~Douglas

Volume 10, Issue 03
Nursery Renovations
The Nursery has undergone a renovation. George and Charlie Mader re-did
the floor with some very nice ceramic tile. After the floor was completed
they received help in completing the painting from Bret Hassel and Ed
Schukraft. Two very nice area rugs were also donated.
The Men's Brotherhood helped with removing the contents before the
project and the Youth Group is assisting with cleaning the toys and putting
the various items back into the Nursery. Please, take a moment to stop by
the new Nursery when you are at St. Paul's.

Stewardship

ELCA

Congregational Stewardship We are a church that shares a living, daring
confidence in God’s grace — our congregations are evangelical mission centers
where courageous and wise stewards are grown. Congregational stewardship
begins with a healthy understanding of gratitude and generosity. We have first
received and therefore we give.
Developing a culture of gratitude and generosity is the focus for growing
stewards in many congregations. Through the study of Scripture, we develop a
trust in God’s abundance and strive to be faithful disciples and stewards. The
formation of these stewards is a lifelong journey, and one in which we
accompany each other.
Resources for this journey are available for all age groups, many languages and
many contexts. The following resources listed here and on the elca website are
specific resources for various aspects of congregational stewardship.
Bible Study, Stewardship: The Way of Love, Rediscover Macedonia, Ventures,
Walk with Jesus, Giving Magazine, Stewardship Key Leader, Make it Simple,
Kids, Money, and Stewardship, Rekindle, Online Giving
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“‘ You shall love the Lord
your God with all your heart,
and with all your soul, and
with all your mind.’
This is the greatest and first
commandment. And a second is like it:
‘ You shall love your neighbor
as yourself.’”

News & Notes
Youth in the News.
Easter Egg Hunt
On Easter Sunday (April 16th) we will have the Easter Egg Hunt
during the Sunday School hour. We need donations of individually
wrapped candies. Please bring your donations to the Parish Hall by
April 1st.
‘Don’t let anyone look
down on you because you
are young, but set an
example for the believers
in speech, in conduct, in
love, in faith and in purity.’

Spring Forward
Don’t forget to set your clocks forward 1 hour on March 12th!

St. Paul’s Senior Fellowship
The Senior Fellowship gathering for March will be on the 21st beginning
with lunch at 11:30am. Please bring a memento from your childhood that
you would like to share and wear your St. Patrick's Day green! RSVPs are
much appreciated via email, on the yellow sheets or by calling Joe or
Cathy at 410-531-1057.

Men’s Brotherhood
The Men of St. Paul’s gather on the 2nd Saturday of each month for breakfast, a
brief business meeting and devotions. All males in the congregation are welcome and invited to attend! The March meeting is Saturday the 11th at 8:00AM.

Women’s Craft Night
We will not be gathering this month because of the Mid-Week Lent Services.

Music– Notable Events
Youth ChoirTuesdays from 6:15-6:45pm.
Bell ChoirMeets in the Bells Room, Tues at
7pm
Chancel ChoirThurs from 7-8:30pm
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Audio Recordings
Check out the website for St Paul’s
service’s recordings. All services
from the last 2 months can be found
under Gallery/Audio. Just click on
the media player link.

A Congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church of America
ST. PAUL’S LUTHERAN CHURCH

Last But Not Least

11795 Route 216
Fulton MD 20759

Theology on Tap

Phone: (301) 725-0241
E-mail:
stpaulsfulton@verizon.net

We will gather for Theology on Tap March 28th, beginning at 6:30pm at
Steelfire in Maple Lawn. For more information please contact Pastor
Carolyn.

“Like” us on Facebook!

We’re on the Web!
For a while now we have had a St. Paul’s facebook group, well now we have a
www.stpaulslutheran.info public page! Find us and click “like” and watch us for announcements! Tell
your friends too! www.facebook.com/StPaulsFulton

Daily Grace

Observing Lent the Prayerful Way

By Laura Johnson
I think one of the reasons Martin Luther posted his 95 theses was because he was hungry. Not because his
monastery had a lack of food. But there were times he was expected to fast for long periods. Perhaps this wasn’t his biggest issue with the Catholic church but it is why today, we, as Lutherans, aren’t required to give up
anything for Lent.
When you decide to give up something like fast food (one of my many vices) are you giving it up for your own
health, or God, or both?
Giving something up for Lent is not a bad idea in theory—it is supposed to help us keep our eyes on Jesus—
but when it ends up being a contest, the intent has been changed. Lent is the time we should return to God.
If you are giving something up for Lent for the wrong reasons, stick to moderation and instead get in a good
small group for growth and discipleship during Lent, and find time for prayer.

Lectionary Readings for the Month
March 5 First Sunday in Lent

March 26 Fourth Sunday in Lent

Genesis 2:15-17; 3:1-7;
Psalm 32;
Romans 5:12-19;
Matthew 4:1-11

1 Samuel 16:1-13;
Psalm 23;
Ephesians 5:8-14;
John 9:1-41

March 12 Second Sunday in Lent
Genesis 12:1-4a;
Psalm 121;
Romans 4:1-5, 13-17;
John 3:1-17
March 19 Third Sunday in Lent
Exodus 17:1-7;
Psalm 95;
Romans 5:1-11;
John 4:5-42

Our Mid-Week Lent Series will focus on:
Each week we will study a hymn written by Martin Luther
based on the Small Catechism.

The weeks will be as follows:
March 8- The 10 Commandments
March 15- The Apostles’ Creed
March 22- The Lord’s Prayer
March 29- Holy Baptism
April 5- Holy Communion

The Wednesday evening schedule is as
follows:
6:00pm Soup and Salad
6:15pm Study time
7:00pm Evening Vespers
*Come for all of the evening or whichever parts
you are able to attend!

This month I would like to announce a project that the Archive has
under taken to make the cemetery records searchable on-line. I have
a portion of the records converted to electronic form in a Microsoft
Access database that presently works with Windows 7 and Access
2010. It is based on the handwritten notebook that Charles and
Judy Iager have maintained for St. Paul’s all these years.
There is an index of all the names of the deceased in St. Paul’s cemetery with the row, grave number and lot number. Each record in the
ledger contains the first, middle initial/ middle name, last name,
date of birth, date of death and photo of the grave.

By: Kerry Griffin
St. Paul’s Archivist
December 18, 2016
Tales from the Archive is a new presentation from the Archive at St. Paul’s
Contributions of items of significance
to the Church History or contributions
of stories are welcome and
encouraged.
It is the goal of the Archive to preserve
the Church History and make selected
portions of it known to the
congregation from time to time.
I can be contracted at:
301.518.8460 cell
kerrygriffin@verizon.net

I have also converted the original drawing from Charles of the layout of the existing cemetery to Adobe Acrobat portable document
format (PDF) with the names of the deceased written in the corresponding row and grave number so they can be located in the cemetery. This document is printable from 8.5 by 11 up to the large format original size(24x36). It is up to date as of December 2015.
I would like to update it to be current as of February 2017 and this
time include the plots of the living. In order to do this I will need the
congregation’s help and input.
It is my plan to be putting this information up on a website that will
be reachable from a link on the church’s website. I think that the
data should require a username and password in order to be viewed,
downloaded and printed.
If you would like a user name and password to this future database
please contact me with the username that you would like to use?
I will announce to the congregation when the database is up and
running at a later date. The goal now is to gauge the number of people that will be using it for planning and implementation purposes.
Once it is on-line, I will need people to review the information for
accuracy with their information so corrections and comments can
be collected and a large format drawing can be printed and presented to the church council for display so that members who don’t
have computer access can also view the drawing and provide additional information.
This will be a work in progress and will require some time to implement and will grow slowly as I have time to devote to the effort.

