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Holy Week
Holy Week Schedule

Easter Schedule

April 9 - Palm Sunday:
10:00am -ONE service

Join us on April 16th to
celebrate our Lord’s Resurrection
6:30AM Sunrise worship in the
Pavilion
8:30AM Worship in the Sanctuary
9:45AM Breakfast provided by the
Men’s Brotherhood with Free Will
Offering. Easter Egg Hunt in St.
Paul’s Park
11:00AM Worship in the
Sanctuary

April 13 is Maundy Thursday and we
will gather at 7:00PM for worship
including foot washing, Holy
Communion and the stripping of the
Altar
April 14 is Good Friday and we will
gather at noon in the chapel for Stations
of the Cross and at 7:00PM in the
Sanctuary for Tenebrae Vespers

Upcoming Events:


APRIL 8TH MENS
BROTHERHOOD



APRIL 9TH– PALM SUNDAY



APRIL 14TH– GOOD FRIDAY



APRIL 16TH– EASTER



APRIL 18TH– SENIOR
FELLOWSHIP



APRIL 25TH– THEOLOGY ON
TAP

Mulch Sale
The Men’s Brotherhood mulch sales will begin on Saturday, March
25th from 9:00am until noon and will continue each Saturday while
supplies last.
We will have Premium Hardwood Mulch and Pine Bark Mulch (3 CF bags) and
Premium Red and black Dyed Hardwood Mulch (2CF bags) for
$5.00 per bag; and, Leafgro soil conditioner for $6.00 per bag.
All proceeds go to the St. Paul’s Scholarship Fund. You
may pick up your mulch or have it delivered for $20.00. To
arrange delivery, contact Mike Heyser, 301-370-6362. There
are order forms available on the table in the Narthex. If you
don’t need mulch, but would like to contribute to the
Scholarship Fund you may do so by putting your
donation in your church envelope and writing
Scholarship Fund in the space noted “other” on the top
right hand side of the envelope. For additional
Information regarding the scholarship program you may
contact Ken Keefer, 301-490-5465.
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News & Notes
Pastor’s Corner

“If you are

not allowed
to laugh in
heaven, I
don't want to
go there.
Martin Luther

This summer we will begin participating in a process called LEAD
which stands for “Living Everyday As Disciples.” This is a comprehensive
tool for healthy congregations who want to make a commitment to
growing deeper in faith and wider in mission. This isn’t a “program” but is
rather a process or journey where the goal is to learn and grow together.
This visioning process was started in the Texas-Louisiana-Gulf Coast
Synod and is now endorsed by our Delaware-Maryland Synod.
This is a three year process, and while that does sound like a long
time, no matter what process we use to go through visioning, it will take a
long time in order to be thorough. The first year will begin with an
assessment (done by everyone in the congregation). This will be
completed before August 2017. Then there are three “learning seminars”
and 10 coaching conversations for the leadership team during this first
year. The coach will be someone from the Synod trained in using this
process. The second and third year are more customized to our
congregation’s needs.
This is a process that is used by congregations throughout the
nation, including six congregations from our synod who are in their
second year of this process. We will begin this journey with at least five
other congregations. That being said, this is not a “one size fits all”
process. With our coach we will find the unique path for us here in Fulton.
Our path will be determined by our Congregational Assessment.
During the first year there are ten steps we will be following. They
are: Understanding Point of View, Listening to God in Scripture and
Prayer, Reflecting on Listening through Scripture and Prayer,
Listening to God in the Congregation, Reflecting on Listening in the
Congregation, Listening to God in the Neighborhood, Reflecting on
Listening in the Neighborhood, Moving Towards Implementation, A New
Mindset, and finally a Listening Congregation. As you can see, there is a
lot of listening and reflecting that will be taking place! There will be time
included for everyone’s story to be heard!
To guide this process we will be forming a team of 6-8 people, along
with me. With the help of the Nominating Committee and Council we are
working to put together a list of people to ask to serve on this team. If you
are interested in serving in this way, please let me or Ken Keefer know!
Peace,
Pastor Carolyn
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Volume 10, Issue 03
Associate Pastor
A little Martin Luther for The Month when we remember God
makes all things right! “God can carve the rotten wood and ride
the lame horse.”
Pastor Gerry

"On Easter
Day the veil
between
time and
eternity
thins to
gossamer.
~Douglas
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Volume 10, Issue 03
Stewardship

Bob Peters

Stewardship Using Your 401K Funds
Friends, are you aware that you have several options to donate
appreciated assets to St. Paul's on a taxable or nontaxable basis? Here is a
quick summary. You may donate from a 401K directly to St. Paul's any
asset in the 401K on a tax-free basis. Normally when you take a required
or a voluntary distribution (must be 59 and one half years old) from your
401K, you have to pay FICA taxes plus the applicable State and Federal
taxes depending on your tax bracket. Sometimes the extra income from
the 401K lands you in a higher tax bracket. On the other hand, if you make
a direct contribution to St. Paul’s, meaning it is sent by the institutional
holder of your 401K directly to St. Paul's, you pay no FICA, State or
Federal taxes on that distribution. While you cannot take that gift as a tax
deduction under this 401K distribution, you may avoid extra income taxes.
In addition, if you bought stocks for say $10,000 and they are now worth
$20,000, donating the total appreciated value will help the church out in a
significant way. Alternatively, if you saved $5,000 for your own needs and
donated $15,000 to St. Paul's, you would only owe the additional FICA,
State and Federal taxes on the $5,000 you directly receive.
An even better option exists if you have a Roth IRA where you can give the
appreciated stock from the example above to St. Paul's and take a full tax
deduction for the appreciated amount and pay no taxes. This is because
there are no taxes due on money invested in a Roth IRA.

“‘ You shall love the Lord
your God with all your heart,
and with all your soul, and
with all your mind.’
This is the greatest and first
commandment. And a second is like it:
‘ You shall love your neighbor
as yourself.’”

Before making any decisions to make a charitable contribution using this
advice, please consult with your tax advisor. Then, please prayerfully
consider a contribution to St. Paul's from your 401K or your Roth IRA.

Sunday School
Please note there will not be Sunday School on April 9 or 16. Classes will
resume on the 23rd.

Martin Luther Easter sermon: the story of Christ’s Resurrection– excerpt
The question now arises: How can we say that he rose on the third day, since he lay in the grave
only one day and two nights? According to the Jewish calculation it was only a day and a half; how shall
we then persist in believing there were three days? To this we reply that he was in the state of death
for at least a part of all three days. For he died at about two o’clock on Friday and consequently
was dead for about two hours on the first day. After that night he lay in the grave all day, which
is the true Sabbath. On the third day, which we commemorate now, he rose from the dead and
so remained in the state of death a part of this day, just as if we say that something occurred on
Easter-day, although it happens in the evening, only a portion of the day. In this sense Paul and
the Evangelists say that be rose on the third day.
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Youth in the News.
Easter Egg Hunt
On Easter Sunday (April 16th) we will have the Easter Egg Hunt
during the Sunday School hour. We need donations of individually
wrapped candies. Please bring your donations to the Parish Hall by
April 1st.
‘Don’t let anyone look
down on you because you
are young, but set an
example for the believers
in speech, in conduct, in
love, in faith and in purity.’

Office Closed
The church office will be closed on Monday, April 17th for Easter Monday.

St. Paul’s Senior Fellowship
The next Senior Fellowship will be Tuesday, April 18th beginning with
lunch at 11:30am. The luncheon and activity are free and open to anyone
over 60 yrs of age -- invite your friends! If you plan to attend, please
RSVP on the yellow sheets, via email or call Joe & Cathy Dymek at 410531-1057.

Men’s Brotherhood
The Men of St. Paul’s gather on the 2nd Saturday of each month for
breakfast, a brief business meeting and devotions. All males in the
congregation are welcome and invited to attend! The April meeting is
Saturday the 8th at 8:00AM.

Women’s Craft Night
We will not be gathering this month because of the Mid-Week Lent
Services.

Music– Notable Events
Youth ChoirTuesdays from 6:15-6:45pm.
Bell ChoirMeets in the Bells Room, Tues at
7pm
Chancel ChoirThurs from 7-8:30pm
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Audio Recordings
Check out the website for St Paul’s
service’s recordings. All services
from the last 2 months can be found
under Gallery/Audio. Just click on
the media player link.

A Congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church of America
ST. PAUL’S LUTHERAN CHURCH

11795 Route 216
Fulton MD 20759
Phone: (301) 725-0241
E-mail:
stpaulsfulton@verizon.net

Last But Not Least
Theology on Tap
We will gather for Theology on Tap April 25th, beginning at 6:30pm at
Zen in Burtonsville. For more information please contact Pastor Carolyn.

“Like” us on Facebook!
For a while now we have had a St. Paul’s facebook group, well now we have a
We’re on the Web!
public page! Find us and click “like” and watch us for announcements! Tell
www.stpaulslutheran.info your friends too! www.facebook.com/StPaulsFulton

Daily Grace

LEARNING TO BE WITH GOD
By Megan Jane Jones
Prayer is an ancient language between God and God’s people: spoken, written, sung and dreamed.
In prayer we lift up our hearts to God in longing and lament, fear and unknowing, trust and trepidation, hope and joy. Prayer connects us to one another and calls us to be a part of God’s re-imagining
for the world.
I struggle with prayer. I can’t find the time or the words or the energy. I have so much to say and
have little patience for listening.
But this is the journey. For me, it is a constant learning and re-learning of how to be with God. It is
God’s grace that draws me, us, in. It is God’s deep longing for us, God’s unquenchable desire to be
connected with us, that gives my heart courage and my life hope.

Lectionary Readings for the Month
April 2 Fifth Sunday in Lent
Ezekiel 37:1-14;
Psalm 130;
Romans 8:6-11;
John 11:1-45
April 9 Palm/Passion Sunday
Matthew 21:1-11 (Procession with Palms)
Isaiah 50:4-9a;
Psalm 31:9-16;
Philippians 2:5-11;
Matthew 26:14—27:66
April 13 Maundy Thursday
Exodus 12:1-4 [5-10] 11-14;
Psalm 116:1-2, 12-19;
1 Corinthians 11:23-26;
John 13:1-17, 31b-35

April 14 Good Friday
Isaiah 52:13—53:12;
Psalm 22;
Hebrews 10:16-25; Hebrews 4:14-16; 5:79 (alternate);
John 18:1—19:42
April 16 Easter Sunday
Acts 10:34-43;
Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24;
Colossians 3:1-4;
Matthew 28:1-10;
John 20:1-18
April 23 Second Sunday of Easter
Acts 2:14a, 22-32;
Psalm 16;
1 Peter 1:3-9;
John 20:19-31

April 30 Third Sunday
of Easter
Acts 2:14a, 36-41;
Psalm 116:1-4, 12-19;
1 Peter 1:17-23;
Luke 24:13-35

Our Mid-Week Lent Series will focus on:
Each week we will study a hymn written by Martin Luther
based on the Small Catechism.

The weeks will be as follows:
March 8- The 10 Commandments
March 15- The Apostles’ Creed
March 22- The Lord’s Prayer
March 29- Holy Baptism
April 5- Holy Communion

The Wednesday evening schedule is as
follows:
6:00pm Soup and Salad
6:15pm Study time
7:00pm Evening Vespers
*Come for all of the evening or whichever parts
you are able to attend!

I want to thank the donor of the bookends that are now on our
archive bookshelf that Elsie Mae and Ben donated in Memory
of Benjamin and Gertrude Bassler in 1992. They look great. I
wish I could share a photo of the entire book case and all the
treasurers upon it, but the space in the archive room doesn’t
lend itself to a picture that would do it justice. Again many
thanks! If anyone would like a tour please let me know.
What’s happening in the Archive for April?

By: Kerry Griffin
St. Paul’s Archivist
March 30, 2017
Tales from the Archive is a presentation
from the Archive at St. Paul’s.
Contributions of items of significance to
the Church History or contributions of
stories are welcome and encouraged.
It is the goal of the Archive to preserve
the Church History and make selected
portions of it known to the congregation
from time to time.
I can be contacted at:
301.518.8460 cell

In this month’s article, I wanted to follow up with the progress
on March’s undertaking to create an Access Database of our
cemetery data and put it on-line for church members to search
and review. I am happy to report the basic shell is now online
at kerrystechnologies.sharepoint.com and we are ready for
anyone who would like to be an “alpha” tester of the design.
Please send me an e-mail or otherwise get in touch with me if
interested. The basic requirement is to have office 365 on your
computer at home. The basic steps to using are as follows:
1. I send an email invite to join the Team website (figure 3)
and you click on the link in the email.
2. Sign-in to the website with your 365 Microsoft username
and password
3. The Team Site will open and you will be accepted as member (figure 2)
4. In the future you can launch it from within Word by clicking
the SharePoint site icon, anytime you want to browse as
shown in (figure 4)

kerrygriffin@verizon.net

Acknowledgement

Currently all the information that is available in the Cemetery
ledger main pages as of January 2016 are now contained in
the database online and is searchable by last name of the deceased.
In the future there will be lots more information and gravesite
photos available as the features are more fully developed and
there is an area to post and share any documents or photos of
your own that you wish to share with the Archive Team.

Figure 1 New Bookends on Archive Bookcase

The goal now is to make it current as of today, correct spellings and add the rest of the information that is contained in
the Cemetery Ledger. Hopefully this will be a wonderful sharing experience for everyone and an asset to the congregation.

Website, Email and Word Snapshots

Figure 2 Home Page of St. Paul's Cemetery Web App

Figure 3 Invitation Email to St. Paul's Web App

Figure 4 Launch from Open in Office 365

