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Upcoming Events: 
 

• MAY 16TH CONGREGATIONAL MEET-

ING 9:45AM  

• MAY 16TH YOUTH CONFIRMATION 

6PM 

• MAY 19 & 26 MORNING PRAYER 

WITH PASTOR DAVE 6:30AM 

• MAY 19 & 26 EVENING BIBLE STUDY 

WITH PASTOR CAROLYN 6PM 

• MAY FAITH IN THE MOVIES    

 

Worship Schedule 

All Worship and Activities continue on on-line platforms 

(Zoom and Discord [unless otherwise noted]). Please 

watch your e-mail for details. 

Sunday 8:30 am and 11:00 am, Thursday 7 pm 

Mark your Calendars 

Ongoing Events 

Adult Sunday School with Pastor Dave Shank 9:30am  (A time of check-in 
and prayer) 
 

Children’s Sunday School: Pre-K to Grade 5  at 9:30am virtual option or 
10:10am  In-person option beside the pavilion (In case of rain, virtual only). 

 

Wednesday Early Morning Prayer 6:30 am 

 

Wednesday Bible Study Group 6 pm: While our building is still closed, Wednesday 
Bible Study will continue. (When we are able to gather in person again, we will move back to 
Thursday night). All are welcome to join us on Zoom!  

Youth Schedule:  Middle School and High School classes  

 
Youth Night May 16th 6pm in Pavilion Confirmation Rehearsal/Recording 
 
Contact Pastor Carolyn for more  information 

Sunday, May 16th 9:45am Congregational Meeting in the Pavilion and on Zoom 

Movie Night Discussion 7Pm Movie and night to be determined. 

 

Thursday 7pm Pavilion and on Zoom 

Sunday 8:30am Sanctuary Socially Distanced and on Zoom 

11:00am Pavilion Socially Distant and on Zoom 
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Summer Book Study!  
 
 Have you noticed that in our world today there are certain topics we struggle to 
talk about? We don’t want to bring them up because we either know someone thinks dif-
ferently than we do, or we assume that they think differently than we do, so we just don’t 
talk about it. The first thing that comes to mind for me is, politics. It’s something that 
permeates our society, and yet, we find ourselves not wanting to even bring it up with 
anyone we think may be in a different party than us because we know it has real potential 
to cause an argument, so if anything we even think could be “political” comes up, we shut 
down, or walk away from the conversation.  
 Have you ever wanted to change that? To be better able to address topics that are 
difficult to discuss? To know how to talk to someone of a different political party? Well, I 
am offering an opportunity to learn some of this over the summer via a book study 
group.  
 The book is, I think you’re wrong (but I’m listening): A Guide to Grace Filled 
Political Conversations by Sarah Stewart Holland and Beth Silvers. These two women 
are politically different. One is a Republican and the other is a Democrat. This book 
comes after having a well-established podcast called “Pantsuit Politics” where they set 
out to have discussions with one another. We usually see on news programs where peo-
ple come on television and share their opinion, and there is often yelling if people are 
there with differing views, but these women approach it differently. Instead of yelling, 
they talk. They take an issue, and break it down. They move beyond the “party line” of 
their particular party to talk about the facts. They study the issues, present the history 
and talk about where each “side” comes from in their ways of handling the particular is-
sue. The goal is not to change the other person’s mind or to get them to switch political 
parties, it's to talk, it's to learn.  
 After having done this for quite some time, and having learned some things in 
the process, they wrote this book together. In the book, they call readers to a time of self-
reflection; part one is titled, “start with you.” In part two, “turn your eyes outward,” they 
give tools for how to listen to someone, and how to come to conversations with the goal 
of learning, and of hearing, and not to have the goal of changing the other.  
 So, this summer, we will talk about this book, and learn from these women. 
There will be three sessions offered, and for each session, you will have the choice of 
joining in person on a Thursday evening or online via zoom on a Sunday evening.  

If you have ever had these tense conversations and would like to find a way to 
have more productive conversations, or would like to join us for other reasons, please get 
a copy of the book and join in! The book can be found on Amazon and is available on the 
Kindle as well! 
 My hope is that we will be better-equipped to talk to one another, and to hear one 
another so that we can engage in grace-filled conversations about topics that may other-
wise scare us!  
 Here is the schedule the sessions and which chapters we will cover:  
 All sessions will be at 6:00pm  
Thursday, June 17th in the Pavilion or Sunday June 20th on zoom: Chapters 1-4 
Thursday, July 15th in the Pavilion or Sunday July 18th on zoom: Chapters 5-7 
Thursday, August 12th in the Pavilion or Sunday August 15th on zoom: Chapters 8-10 
 
 I hope you will be able to read along and join us!  
 
Peace,  

Pastor Carolyn+  

 

“Rejoice always, 

pray continually, 

give thanks in all 

circumstances; 

for this is God’s 

will for you in 

Christ Jesus “  

1 Thessalonians 

5:16-18 (NIV)  

 

 
 



 

Associate Pastor  

 
 

     “Our first year, 

2020, turned out to be 

quite challenging. 

Global and national 

challenges abounded 

as a world-wide pan-

demic raged. Yet, our 

ministry within our 

Delaware-Maryland 

Synod continued. “ 
 
 

 

Pastor Dave 
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You may know that in addition to my du-
ties here at St. Paul’s, I serve our broader 
synod in an executive level position as the 
Assistant to the Bishop for Donor 
Relations and Development. As a lead 
member of Bishop Gohl’s staff, it is my 
responsibility to raise the needed addi-
tional funds for our synod to continue to 
grow the ministries of our churches.   
 
I am unsure if I have ever properly pre-
sented to our congregation this new posi-
tion in which I serve alongside Bishop 
Gohl, so I thought I would take this 
month to explain a little bit more about 
how the inaugural year went as we 
launched our new Annual Synod Ministry 
Fund. 
 
Our first year, 2020, turned out to be 

quite challenging. Global and national 

challenges abounded as a world-wide pan-

demic raged. Yet, our ministry within our 

Delaware-Maryland Synod continued.  

 In some places, ministry flourished with 

new, creative, and adaptive ministries 

blossoming. Technology became a new 

tool for reaching others and our own con-

gregations anew in the name of Christ. In 

other areas, ministry experienced great 

challenges. Through it all our Bishop, in 

his great leadership, and other synodical 

support staff “walked alongside” our 

churches. In support, in prayer, and in 

perseverance we all “ran the race togeth-

er” as the apostle Paul would say, and we 

continue to do so today.  

 

Through gracious financial support we 

also birthed “something new.” Our An-

nual Synod Ministry Fund was born 

in 2020. We met our goal of raising 

$200,000 and laid the foundation of 

this fund for the future. In addition, 

when our churches needed our help the 

most, we raised an additional $350,000 

in gifts and pledges toward our Dela-

ware-Maryland Synod COVID-19 

Relief Fund. An effort that was made 

possible by the “strong roots” that mem-

bers of our churches laid together.  

 In total during our fiscal year in 2020, we 

raised over $550,000 in gifts and pledges. 

An additional lead gift of $100,000 was 

also received. That is over $650,000 

in gifts and pledges that were given 

in faith toward the glory of God 

and the ministry of Christ in our 

synod.  

Praise Be!  

 

This year, as we continue to grow this ef-

fort and we have set a goal of raising 

$300,000 towards the future of our 

ministry together in our synod.  

 

This “new thing” could not have been pos-

sible without the gracious gifts of those 

individuals and churches who contribut-

ed. Gifts to our Annual Synod Ministry 

Fund truly make a difference in the lives 

of others. Gifts that assist in taking our 

church into the next generation and be-

yond. Gifts to our Annual Synod Min-

istry Fund ensure our Lutheran tradi-

tion will continue to be preached and 

shared. Gifts that are put to work now. 

These collective gifts help birth new faith 

communities and churches, revitalize our 

existing churches, and strengthen our 

youth and family ministries in Delaware 

and Maryland.  

If you would like to learn or hear more, 

please feel free to talk to me about this 

new initiative! 

 Pastor Dave +  

Reverend David C. Shank 
 
Associate Pastor of Evangelism, Stewardship, 
and Adult Christian Education 
St. Paul’s Lutheran Church  
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Council President 

 
 

He (Jesus) said to them 

"Love the Lord your 

God with all your heart, 

with all your soul, and 

with all your 

mind.  This is the great-

est and most important 

command.  The second 

is like it:  Love your 

neighbor as yourself."  

Matthew  

22:37-39  

May 2021 Newsletter 

Happy May!! 

We continue to move forward with in-person worship opportunities, and it’s great 

to know that Senior Fellowship will be meeting in the pavilion in May.  Thank you 

to Joe and Cathy Dymek for providing such an excellent program to the church. 

With more people getting vaccinated, the more we can get back to some normalcy. 

That is good news!  Thank you for your patience and generosity during this time 

as we continue to navigate the reopening of the church building and what is safe 

while we worship together.  

Please plan to attend the Semi-Annual Congregational Meeting on May 16th at 

9:45 in the pavilion or online/phone in if you prefer.  

Many thanks to our Council Vice President, Russ Werner, Financial Secretary 

Donna Frederick, and our Communications Chair, Kerry Griffin, for their four 

years of service, using their time and talents for St. Paul’s Lutheran Church.  It 

indeed was an honor and blessing to work with you on the church council. 

Hope to see you at an in-person worship service soon. 

Peace,  

Julie 
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Social Outreach 

“Jesus said to 

Peter the third 

time, 'Simon, son 

of John, do you 

love me?' Peter 

was grieved 

because he said 

to him the third 

time, 'Do you love 

me?' and he said 

to him, 'Lord, you 

know everything; 

you know that I 

love you.'  Jesus 

said to him, 'Feed 

my sheep'” 

21:17 ESV 

May 2021 Newsletter 

May 3, 2021 

• Grassroots meal delivery took place May 10, 2021:  The Women’s group was 

scheduled to deliver a dinner for Grassroots on Monday, May 10, 2021 (in honor of 

Mother’s Day). The plan was to provide a Mission Barbeque meal.  In addition, an email 

was sent to the congregation requesting donations of items for Grassroots including 

food, toiletry, and cleaning items.  The collected items were delivered to Grassroots at 

the same time as the dinner.  

• Received $500 Matching Hunger Funds Grant: St. Paul's received a 2021 match-

ing funds grant sponsored by the Delaware-Maryland Hunger Ministry Partnership 

with the Hunger Task Force (HTF) of the DE-MD Synod.  The HTF  matched $500 for 

10 churches that raised $500 or more to support a local food ministry. This grant will 

be used to support meals for Grassroots. St. Paul’s has already received approximately 

$600 in support from the members of the congregation in response to emails and 

newsletters announcing the fund drive to support dinners for Grassroots. 

 

Peace be with you,  

.Sue Bell 
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Amazon Smile- 
Thanks to all those who donate to St. Paul’s using Amazon Smile. You can continue to do so this year 
all year long by going to the church website at this link https://stpaulslutheran.info/
donate#amazon  There, click on the Amazon Smile image. Then you will be taken to the Amazon website. 
A pop-up will ask if you want to make St. Paul's your Amazon Smile charity. Click "Yes," then shop as normal. 
 
Giving— 
Even though our doors are closed our expenses continue. You are encouraged to continue to mail in your of-
fering to church or to give via Pay pal button on our website. https://stpaulslutheran.info/donate  

EVANGELISM APRIL 2021  
 
 
"Brainstorming and Dreaming Post-COVID" 
 

• St. Paul’s Community Park  

• Helping Our Church’s Scholarship Fund for our Youth  

• Moving Early AM Prayer to the Pavilion in May through Pentecost - Possibly a pause for the summer  

• Evangelism meeting in person starting in May  

• A restart of our 150th planning meetings and where to “restart” the celebration  

• A talk about next steps in partnership with Stewardship and a Informational Meeting for our Congregation for planned giving in the  
         Autumn  

• What are we doing to engage our community?  

• Postcards, Mailings 

• Summer Concert Series - Columbia Jazz back. 

• How can we do the corn roast safely 

• How can we do outdoor picnics  

• Youth Picnics again!!  

• Summer Movie Nights  

• Projector Screen with weight  

• Speakers  

• New Signage outside  

• Summer Sign “Outdoor Worship Sunday 830”  

• Website Sign with our Website on it  

• Trunk or Treat 

• Revisit the “Outdoor Patio” idea in the front  
 
Vespers at Pavilion  
Happy Dreaming!!  
 
P. Dave +  

Financial Secretary       ELCA 

“Verily I say unto you, in 
as much as ye did it not to 
one of the least of these, 
ye did it not to me.’’ 

MATTHEW 22:37b-39 

Giving statements for 2020 are available by e-mail . Please con-
tact frederickdonna@verizon.net if you would like to receive your giving 
statement in this manner.  
If anyone would like an envelope or pledge card please contact Sally Murphy 
sally@stpaulslutheran.info or email Donna Frederick.  
 

https://stpaulslutheran.info/donate
mailto:frederickdonna@verizon.net
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Youth Choir-               

Tuesdays from 7 to 7:45pm. 

Bell Choir-       Meets in the 

Bells Room, Tuesdays at 7pm  

Chancel Choir-   meets           

Thursdays from  7 to 8:30pm          

All practices suspended until 

further notice. 

Music– Notable Events   

Audio Recordings  

Check out the website for recordings of 

St. Paul’s services. All services from the 

last 2 months can be found under  Gal-

lery/Audio. Just click http://

stpaulslutheran.info/messages/sermon-

audio 

 

Women’s Group 

The Women of St. Paul’s met April 3rd at 9am to 11 am on Zoom. The next 

meeting is May 1st 9am. We have a new topic, “Inspired” by Rachel Held Ev-

ans. Contact  Julie Smith or  Sandy August for more information.   

All women are welcome to join.  

Note:  

1) We follow Howard County School’s inclement weather policy. If the schools are closed that 
day we will not have the meeting. However if, they are delayed, our meeting will go on as 
planned.  

Our luncheons will resume with our celebration of "Red,  and Blue" on 
Tuesday, May 18th beginning at 11:30am in the church pavilion.  We 
would love to see you there!  Due to COVID restrictions, you will need to let us 
know if you intend to come and you must pre-order your boxed lunch. 
 

Please choose from the following bread and meat choices for your boxed lunch:    
 Bread:  grain/wheat or white 
Meat:  ham or turkey 
 

Your lunch will also include fruit, chips and a dessert. 
(If you have any specific food allergies, please include those with your re-
sponse.) 
 
The RSVP deadline is Friday, May 14th.  Please RSVP by email 
(jcdymek@verizon.net) or by calling (410) 531-1057. 
 

We look forward to seeing everyone! 
 

Joe & Cathy 

St. Paul’s Senior Fellowship 

White 

http://stpaulslutheran.info/messages/sermon-audio
http://stpaulslutheran.info/messages/sermon-audio
http://stpaulslutheran.info/messages/sermon-audio
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May 16th—7th Sunday of Easter 

Acts 1:15-17, 21-26; Psalm 1 (6); 1 John 5:9-13;  
John 17:6-19 
 
 

May 23rd– Day of Pentecost 
Acts 2:1-21 or Ezekiel 37:1-14; Psalm 104:24-34, 35b (30); 
Romans 8:22-27 or Acts 2:1-21; John 15:26-27; 16:4b-1  
 

May 30th– Sunday of the Holy Trinity 
Isaiah 6:1-8; Psalm 29; Romans 8:12-17; John 3:1-17  

11795 Route 216                           
Fulton MD 20759 

Phone: 301-725-0241 

Email: 

st.paulfulton@gmail.com 

We’re on the Web! 

www.stpaulslutheran.info  

 

A Congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church of America 

“Like” us on Facebook!         

For a while now we have had a St. Paul’s Facebook group, we also have 
a public page! Find us and click “like” and share and watch us for an-
nouncements! Tell your friends too! 

 www.facebook.com/StPaulsFulton  

(St. Paul’s Social Media) 

“Follow” us on Twitter! https://twitter.com/stpaulsfulton 

“Tag” us on Instagram! https://www.instagram.com/stpaulsfulton/ 

Lectionary Readings for the Month 

Women’s Daily Grace— “Lydia Opens Her Home” 
05/08/2021 

In Acts 16: 9-15, Lydia invites Paul and his companions to stay at her home. Now 
here is a place that generations of women know intimately. The home is where we 
establish families and nurture children. The home is the place of hospitality and 
fellowship. 

June 6th—2nd Sunday After Pentecost 
Genesis 3:8-15 ; Psalm 130; 2 Corinthians 4:13—5:1 ; 

Mark 3:20-35  

June13th –3rd Sunday After Pentecost 

Ezekiel 17:22-24; Psalm 92:1-4, 12-15 (12)2; Corinthians 

5:6-10 [11-13] 14-17 ; Mark 4:26-34 

Is the home also a place where we provide rest for the weary, clothes for the naked, and food for the hungry? 

All of the gatherings in the early church took place in homes. Though Paul speaks to Lydia, the Lord opens 

her heart. The Lord is the subject of the action, calling both the one who is speaking and the one who is lis-

tening. Paul became God’s instrument of proclamation 

This message is adapted from “Of Many Generations: Mary, Elizabeth, and Lydia,” the July/August 

2014 Gather magazine Bible study by Diane Jacobson. Today we remember Julian of Norwich, re-

newer of the church, who died around 1416.  

http://www.facebook.com/StPaulsFulton
http://www.gathermagazine.org/
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Property Committee Notes May Newsletter (as of  April ) 

1. Continue with grass cutting with the help of Pastor Dave 

2. Continue to monitor the church 

3. Replace lags with bolts to stabilize exhaust parish hall fan. Replace safety shut-

off switch 

4. Continue helping to set up for church services, washing and sanitizing tables in 

pavilion 

5. Started the process of cleaning the stones in the cemetery with the help of Ken 

Keefer 

6. Repaired loose soffit in the pavilion. 

 

Thanks to all persons who have helped  in any way. Your support is greatly appreci-

ated. 

John Murphy 
Property Committee Chairman 
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Men’s Brotherhood Notes: 

Men’s Brotherhood Notes from April 2021 virtual meeting: 
 
1. We discussed that the Church Council had decided regarding the services returning to in person. 
2. We discussed current Property Committee projects. 
3. We discussed that pending Church Council approval we will resume having breakfast meetings in the Pavilion at 8:00 on 

the 2nd Saturday of each month.  The meeting will continue to be available via Zoom once this change takes place and will 
be communicated in the usual email reminder. 

4. We discussed a cleaning and straightening some of the gravestones in the Cemetery.  The straightening will be done by 
the Men’s Brotherhood after the resumption of Breakfast Meetings in the Pavilion. 

5. We discussed sending the application for the 2021 St. Paul’s Scholarship to Graduating Seniors in the Congregation. 
6. We had a brief devotional on lead by Pr. Dave. 
 
The Men’s Brotherhood is open to all men in the congregation of any age.  Anyone with questions on the Brotherhood can 
contact any of the Officers. 
 

Ken Keefer 
Brotherhood President. 

Men’s Brotherhood 

The Men of St. Paul’s gather on the 2nd Saturday of each month for  breakfast, a 

brief business meeting and  devotions. All males in the congregation are wel-

come and invited to attend!   

Officers: Ken Keefer, President; Mike Heyser, Vice President; Randy Baldini 

Treasurer; Randy Arndt, Secretary  

News & Notes 

May Events  

May 16th 9:45am Congregational Meeting in the Pavilion with a option to attend on Zoom  

May 16th 6:00pm Youth Confirmation Rehearsal/Recording in the Pavilion 

May Movie Night Discussion 7pm Zoom, Movie and Night to be determined 

News & Notes 
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Parting Pictures (2007 Corn Roast) 



 

Parish Staff 

Rev. Carolyn Shank, Lead Pastor  

Rev Dave C. Shank, Associate Pastor  

Tom Leeseberg-Lange, Cantor  

Maya Wilcox, Administrative Assistant  

 301-725-0241 (Mon-Fri. 9-1 pm) 

st.paulfulton@gmail.com 

 

Parish Council and Contacts 

 

President, Julie Smith  

Vice President, Russ Werner  

Secretary, Deborah L. Cowell  

Treasurer, Mark Slater  

Financial Secretary, Donna Frederick  

Evangelism, Pastor Dave Shank  

Worship & Music, Betty Kerwin  

Social Outreach, Sue Bell  

Christian Education Brittany Kovach  

Stewardship Sally Murphy  

Youth & Family, Amy Emad 

Property, John Murphy  

Communications, Kerry Griffin  

 

St. Paul’s Care Ministry 
Chair, Judy Hewitt-Hassel                     

Volume 14 Issue 05 News & Notes Special thanks to all our contributors and those 

that make the News & Notes possible! 

Special Notes: Have an item to share for the newsletter? 
Please submit items of interest by the 20th of the month 
for publication the first Sunday of the following month.  

Please let the church know of any Affirmations or 
people we should remember and other prayer re-
quests.  

Last But Not Least  

Photo releases: As we continue to update our 
website we need your help! We have people who 
take photos at events and we would like to high-
light these events through the website! But, we 
also respect your need for privacy. We will not 
post photos that show the faces of anyone under 
18. We also will not post your photo without your 
permission. We ask that you contact the church 
office via email or snail mail or put a note in the 
“communications box” in the office and let us 
know if you DO NOT want your image used on the 
site.  

Social Media - Kim Moseman 

Are you on Instagram or Twitter? If so, watch for infor-
mation about St. Paul’s on both!  

Instagram: stpaulsfulton and Twitter: @stpaulsfulton  


