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Jesus Clears the Temple Courts 

When it was almost time for the Jewish 

Passover, Jesus went up to Jerusalem.  In 

the temple courts he found people 

selling cattle, sheep and doves, and 

others sitting at tables exchanging 

money.  So he made a whip out of cords, 

and drove all from the temple courts, 

both sheep and cattle; he scattered the 

coins of the money changers and 

overturned their tables. to those who 

sold doves he said, “Get these out of 

here! Stop turning my Father’s 

house into a market!” His disciples 

remembered that it is written: “Zeal for 

your house will consume me.”[a] 

 The Jews then responded to him, “What 

sign can you show us to prove your 

authority to do all this?” 

 Jesus answered them, “Destroy this 

temple, and I will raise it again in three 

days.” 

They replied, “It has taken forty-six years 

to build this temple, and you are going 

to raise it in three days?”  But the temple 

he had spoken of was his body.  After he 

was raised from the dead, his disciples 

recalled what he had said. Then they 

believed the scripture and the words 

that Jesus had spoken. 

Discussion 

Jesus is angry. His father’s house has 
become a marketplace. This scene in an 
ancient temple is not unlike one he 
might also find in our day, where we 
turn almost every aspect of our lives 
into a commodity for exchange. 

We carefully market our spiritual and 
religious identities. We turn our 
deepest convictions into brands we 
buy and sell. We develop innovative 
strategies for undercutting our 
competition and increasing our market 
share in an increasingly cutthroat 
religious and spiritual marketplace. 
We compare ourselves based on the 
amount we can charge for our 
services. 

Amid all this, Jesus’ zealous rage 
indicts us. It reminds us that his body 
is our only temple, a body crucified by 
religious and political powers, and the 
economies of exchange that sustained 
them. Wherever sin, pain, and death 
haunt us, and the promise of 
resurrection brings new life—that is 
where God dwells among us. 

Today’s Prayer 
 
O God, give us eyes to see that—even amid the 
insidious ways we commodify ourselves—you 
still dwell among us in the Messiah’s crucified 
body, creating life and righteousness 
wherever death and injustice are at work. 
Amen 
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Image (below) Number five of six chosen by 
Pastor Rod and made by Sandy August has 
eight points.  
 
In the 15th century they represented the eight 
lands of the Knights of Hispitaller (This area 
later became known as Maltese.) It was used 
to protect a courageous band of crusaders 
known as the Knights of St. John who fought 
the Saracens for possession of the holy land. 
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Today fire fighters use it as a symbol of 
protection.)

 


