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Upcoming Events: 
 

• JAN 13, 20 & 27 MORNING PRAYER 

WITH PASTOR DAVE 6:30AM 

• JAN 13, 20 & 27 EVENING BIBLE 

STUDY WITH PASTOR CAROLYN 

6:30PM 

• JAN 27 FAITH IN THE MOVIES “SELFIE 
DAD” 7PM 

 

Worship Schedule 

All Worship and Activities continue on on-line platforms 

(Zoom and Discord [unless otherwise noted]). Please 

watch your e-mail for details. 

Sunday 8:30 am and 11:00 am via Zoom, Thursday 7 pm via Zoom 

Mark your Calendars 

Six youth will be attending Virtual Youth Quake February 27th. It is a nationwide one day 

virtual event which will start later in the day on the east coast so our youth on the west 

coast can join at a reasonable time for the them. Please pray for them and their adult 

leaders and Pastor that it will be a meaningful experience for all. 

Ongoing Events 

Adult Sunday School with Pastor Dave Shank 9:30am  (A time of check-in 
and prayer) 
 

Children’s Sunday School: Pre-K to Grade 5 Meet via Google at 9:45am Contact 
the church office for more details. 

 

Wednesday Early Morning Prayer 6:30am 

 

Wednesday Bible Study Group 6:30pm: While our building is still closed, 
Wednesday Bible Study will continue. (When we are able to gather in person again, we will 
move back to Thursday night). We are studying Acts. These words help us to prepare for 
Advent. All are welcome to join us on Zoom!  

Youth Schedule:  Middle School and High School classes 
 
The Confirmation Class meets via Zoom at 9:45am 
 
The High School Class meets 9:45am for details contact the church office 
st.paulfulton@gmail.com 
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Pastor’s Corner 

News & Notes 

 January 2021 

Happy New Year!  
 
 The changing of the year from 2020 to 2021 was a much anticipated change. Af-
ter all we had been through in 2020 with the coronavirus pandemic and our lives being 
drastically changed, to the charged political environment we find ourselves living in, in 
some ways, there was more excitement and anticipation for a “new beginning” than I ev-
er remember before. Then, it happened, the clock struck midnight, the date changed 
from 2020 to 2021. If we were watching on television, what we saw was different as there 
were not the crowds we are accustomed to seeing. If we were celebrating with others, 
chances are our gatherings were different, and included fewer people. As we awoke on 
the first day of the new year, there were some realizations.  
 
 While it is a new year, much of what was going on at the end of 2020 stands true 
now. We are still navigating through this pandemic, we are still living with the anxieties 
and stresses there were before. We are still wondering when things will change. In March 
when we closed our building, and throughout these months since, one of the questions 
that runs through my head has been from scriptural lament, “How long, O Lord?” Now, 
that cry seems to be getting louder, we want to know, “How long?”  
  
 How long until we are safely able to gather? 
 How long until our children can safely be together at school? 
 How long until life resembles something of what we knew before? 
 
One of these questions brings a different sense of hope than the others, and that is,  

 
How long until the vaccine is widely distributed? 

 
That is the hope we find ourselves looking toward. Whenever a question begins 

with words, “how long....” there is something we are called to have. That is patience. As 
humans, especially modern day humans, patience is not one of our strong suits. We are 
accustomed to getting most of the things we want immediately, and if not immediately, 
then in a short amount of time. Yet, when there are things outside of our control, that 
will last for an unknown amount of time, our patience will run thin.  
 

While there are various things in this world that bring us some hope, there is one 
thing to remember. Bigger than those worldly hopes, is the hope that comes through our 
Lord, Jesus. We have just come through the seasons of Advent and Christmas. The sea-
son of waiting, anticipating, preparing not just for celebrating Jesus’ birth in Bethlehem 
so many years ago, but also looking ahead to when Jesus will come again. Then in the 
season of Christmas we took time to contemplate our God incarnate. A baby born in un-
favorable conditions, into a world of uncertainty, to people who were longing for some-
thing, longing for a Savior. That Savior is our Savior, the hope that came through him is 
still our hope today.  
 

As we continue through our own uncertain times, as we wait with longing for 
things to get better in our day and time, we cry out to our God, “How long, O Lord?” In 
the midst of our crying out, we embrace the hope, that one day, things will get better! As 
this new year continues, keep your hope in the one who came to give his life for us, Jesus! 

 

Peace,   

Pastor Carolyn+  

 

“Rejoice always, 

pray continually, 

give thanks in all 

circumstances; 

for this is God’s 

will for you in 

Christ Jesus “  

1 Thessalonians 

5:16-18 (NIV)  
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Associate Pastor  

 
 

     “Please read this 
article along with the 
Gospel of Mark 1:4-11 
and Acts 19:1-7. I don’t 
do this very often, 
friends, but I want to 
share with you the text 
of my sermon from the 
week of January 6th 
2021 after the violence 
our country observed 
in Washington, DC at 
the Capitol Building.” 

 

 

God’s work,  

our hands. 

January  2021 
Traditionally this week we celebrate 
the baptism of Christ in our Christian 
year. Christ was born, visited by the 
Magi, and now encounters John to 
receive the gift of Baptism. The story is 
recounted in our Gospel message 
which describes,  

 
“Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee 
and was baptized by John in the Jor-
dan. And just as he was coming up out 
of the water, he saw the heavens torn 
apart and the Spirit descending like a 
dove on him. And a voice came from 
heaven, “You are my Son, the Beloved; 
with you I am well pleased.” 

 
The first thing that this scripture arose 
in my mind this week was the experi-
ence of baptism. It begins first with 
water.   

 
Water, the purity of it. A simple ele-
ment, abundant, in nearly everything 
living thing, giver of life on this planet. 
Baptism, the act is modernly a sprin-
kle on an infant. The act described in 
our scripture today was one of total 
immersion. The body being taken un-
der the water, surrounded by it, en-
gulfed in it, and then being brought 
back to the surface. There is also 
something powerful in the act that 
momentarily, there is not breath in the 
body under the water, and then once 
again brought to the surface fresh air 
enters into the lungs of the one being 
baptized. And so new life begins, after 
baptism there is a new life that is start-
ed in the life of the individual. Wheth-
er an immersion or a sprinkle. As writ-
ten in article 9 of the Augsburg Con-
fession,  

 
“Concerning baptism, it is taught that 
it is necessary, that grace is offered 
through it, and that one should also 
baptize children, who through such 
baptism are entrusted to God and be-
come pleasing to him.”  

 
This is also a day that we are called to 
think about our own baptisms. 38 
years ago, I was baptized as a baby on 

this day. 4 years ago, my Son Gabriel 
was baptized on this day. Both by the 
hands of my father. So Baptism is a 
tradition passed on from one genera-
tion of Christians to the next, and it is 
a unique part of our participation in 
the tapestry of Christian history.  

 
God’s grace offered to us and to all 
people through the waters of baptism. 
An outward sign of something truly 
special, miraculous, and mysterious in 
all of us. A God who so loved the world 
gave his only son for you and me, for 
the forgiveness of our sins.  

 
Baptism is a beginning; the question 
becomes, what happens after? How do 
we respond to the grace that has been 
bestowed upon us? What do we do 
with the limited time that we have 
been gifted upon this earth?  

 
I have preached a lot of hard sermons 
already in my life. I preached after the 
killings at Newtown Elementary. I 
preached the Sunday after the violence 
in the movie theatre in Aurora, Colora-
do. I have now preached numerous 
sermons during a world-wide pan-
demic. And God has once again placed 
my voice in a position to preach after 
another tragedy in history.  

 
It would be a dishonor to my baptism, 
a dereliction of my duty as a Christian 
not to comment on what happened 
this past week in our nation. Now, its 
not my duty to tell you how to feel 
about what you may have seen on your 
television screen, tablet, or cell phone. 
What you may have heard on the ra-
dio, or podcast or read in a newspaper. 
But it is my duty, our duty as Chris-
tians to allow this moment in our his-
tory together as a church living in this 
world at this moment to pause. And to 
think about in connection to our bap-
tism, how do we respond?  

 
Continued page 4 

 

Pastor Dave 
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If you look in our Evangelical Lutheran 
Worship Book, affirmation of baptism 
may be used at many times in the life of 
a baptized Christian. It is especially ap-
propriate as part of a process of for-
mation in faith in youth or adulthood 
(confirmation), at the time of beginning 
one’s participation in a community of 
faith, as a sign of renewed participation 
in the life of the church, or at the time 
of a significant life passage.  

 
In the liturgy of the rite of baptism, and 
affirmation of baptism, there is a pro-
fession of faith.  

 
“I ask you to profess your faith in Christ 
Jesus, reject sin and confess the faith of 
the church.”  

 
And then there are three questions.  

 
“Do you renounce the devil and all the 
forces that defy God?” I renounce them. 

 
“Do you renounce the powers of this 
world that rebel against God?” I re-
nounce them.  

 
“Do you renounce the ways of sin that 
draw you from God?” I renounce them.  

 
The rite of baptism continues… 

 
“You have made public profession of 
your faith. Do you intend to continue in 
the covenant God made with you in ho-
ly baptism?” 
 
To live among God’s faithful people, 
To hear the word of God and share in 
the Lord’s supper,  
To proclaim the good news of God in 
Christ through word and deed,  
To serve all people, following the exam-
ple of Jesus,  
And to strive for justice and peace in all 
the earth? 

 
I do and I ask God to help and 
guide me.  

 
 

It is that last part that I invite you to 
ponder today. “I do and I ask God to 
help and guide me.”  

 
The violence that was observed on the 
steps of the capitol this past week goes 
much deeper than a few hours on tele-
vision. Blood was shed, life was lost. 
That is why I place this event in the cat-
egory of a “tragedy” in history. Howev-
er, I do not wish to be a sensationalist 
at the same time as I know that vio-
lence, death and tragedy happen each 
day in our world. And each of those 
things are a tragedy, but this event 
stands out from others because of the 
illustration of what we are seeing in our 
world today. We see much division in 
our world today. We see much division 
in our country today. As a leader of this 
church, I want to be sensitive to the 
emotions this week may be evoking in 
our congregation. You may be feeling 
despair, fear, anger. You may be con-
fused, and not sure what to say when 
others bring this event up in informal 
conversation. That’s ok. 

 
It’s also very hard not to separate this 
event from tensions that have been 
boiling in our nation over the past 
years. It is politically charged. Members 
of various political parties in our nation 
may see this event very differently. Peo-
ple of various colors and cultures will 
see this event very differently. People in 
various economic situations will see 
this event very differently. Those who 
feel heard and those who feel unheard 
will see this event very differently. We 
all have these people in our lives. We all 
have these people in our church.  

 
 

Siblings in Christ, in this time of crisis 
when one thing seems to be compound-
ed with another, when all of the things 
in our own lives are being weighed 
down with national events, world 
events, local events, a continual pan-
demic, remember your baptismal vows.  
 

Continued page 5 

 
 

 

 

Mark 1:4-11 And so 
John the Baptist 
appeared in the 
wilderness, 
preaching a baptism 
of repentance for the 
forgiveness of sins. 
The whole Judean 
countryside and all 
the people of 
Jerusalem went out 
to him. Confessing 
their sins, they were 
baptized by him in 
the Jordan River. 
John wore clothing 
made of camel's 
hair, with a leather 
belt around his 
waist, and he ate 
locusts and wild 
honey. And this was 
his message: "After 
me comes the one 
more powerful than 
I, the straps of 
whose sandals I am 
not worthy to stoop 
down and untie. I 
baptize you with 
water, but he will 
baptize you with the 
Holy Spirit." At that 
time Jesus came 
from Nazareth in 
Galilee and was 
baptized by John in 
the Jordan. Just as 
Jesus was coming 
up out of the water, 
he saw heaven being 
torn open and the 
Spirit descending on 
him like a dove. And 
a voice came from 
heaven: "You are 
my Son, whom I 
love; with you I am 
well pleased."  

http://www.biblica.com/en-us/bible/online-bible/niv/mark/1/


 

 

Acts 19:1-7 
And it came to pass, 
that, while Apollos was 
at Corinth, Paul having 
passed through the 
upper coasts came to 
Ephesus: and finding 
certain disciples, 

He said unto them, 
Have ye received the 
Holy Ghost since ye 
believed? And they 
said unto him, We have 
not so much as heard 
whether there be any 
Holy Ghost. 

And he said unto them, 
Unto what then were 
ye baptized? And they 
said, Unto John's 
baptism. 

Then said Paul, John 
verily baptized with the 
baptism of repentance, 
saying unto the people, 
that they should 
believe on him which 
should come after him, 
that is, on Christ Jesus. 

When they heard this, 
they were baptized in 
the name of the Lord 
Jesus. 

And when Paul had 
laid his hands upon 
them, the Holy Ghost 
came on them; and 
they spake with 
tongues, and 
prophesied. 

And all the men were 
about twelve. 
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“I do and I ask God to help and guide me.”  
 
 

I ask God to help and guide me. If we ask, God will be there. It’s the promise we 
have in baptism. It’s much more than just water, it’s the immersion in God’s 
grace that will wash away the sins of lives and the sins of our broken world.  

 
Remember your baptism. Give thanks to God, that through water and the Holy 
Spirit you are given new birth, cleansing from sin, and the promise to raise in 
eternal life.  Live in this grace and respond to this grace. Strive to promote peace 
and justice in this world. And sisters and brothers in Christ, ask God to help and 
guide you. 

 
Remember your baptism. Remember your vows, remember God’s presence and 
grace in your life now at this moment, and always… 

 
 
Remember your baptism 

Pastor Dave + 
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He (Jesus) said to 

them "Love the 

Lord your God 

with all your 

heart, with all 

your soul, and 

with all your 

mind.  This is the 

greatest and most 

important 

command.  The 

second is like 

it:  Love your 

neighbor as 

yourself."  

Matthew  

22:37-39  

              

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

January 2021 Newsletter 

Happy 2021!  I am so grateful to see how this congregation has continued to 
worship, praise, and serve God this past year.  Although ZOOM services are 
not ideal, they have kept us together during this pandemic.  Thank you to 
Pastor Carolyn, Pastor Dave, Tom, and Maya, our fabulous church staff who 
kept our church and congregation together.  Thanks to everyone on Church 
Council!  I am truly blessed to have such a talented, dedicated group of peo-
ple to serve on our council.  Thanks to Carole Manges for continued service 
to the Altar Guild and your kind words of encouragement.  Thanks to Kerry 
Griffin and Kim Moseman for the Nativity Posts on Instagram.  Thanks to 
Dave Reithmiller for doing all the Audio Visual stuff that enhances our 
ZOOM worship experience.  Thanks to John Murphy for everything you do 
to keep our church building and parsonage in tip-top shape.  Thanks to the 
delivery team of white bags with all the goodies inside.  I know that Christ-
mas Eve Worship was not the same, but being able to be huddled with my 
family (including Buddy, our little dog) with our lighted candles singing Si-
lent Night with my St. Paul’s Family on ZOOM truly touched my heart in a 
way that words can not explain.  Thanks to you and your continued support 
of St. Paul’s, I will be able to hold that memory in my heart forever.   

 

Peace,  

.Julie 

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-NC 

http://www.fullscoops.net/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/3.0/
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“Get used to 

different!”  

Stewardship 

It’s finally 2021-with the kind of year 2020 turned out to be we have all 

been anxious to see the page turn to a NEW YEAR!  If you’re like many peo-

ple a New Year brings a time to reflect and maybe even think about making 

New Year’s resolutions.  Many times those resolutions have to do with our 

health – we’re going to eat right, exercise – do whatever it takes to “get 

healthy” – have a healthy heart.  But don’t ignore your spiritual 

heart.  While heart disease may be one of them most serious problems in 

the western world, there is also truth that spiritual heart health may be far 

more problematic.  So what is the antidote for spiritual heart health?  Actu-

ally it’s giving…when we give, our hearts grow bigger.  The Bible contains 

more promises about giving and generosity than any other sub-

ject!  Why?  Because we are never more like God than when we give.  God 

gives….He’s a giver…He’s generous…it’s what He does.  All we have is a gift 

from God – we wouldn’t take our next breath if God didn’t give it to 

us!  Every time we choose to give generously rather than hoarding what we 

have, our heart will grow healthier – and bigger.  It is not a mistake that the 

word “miser” and “miserable” come from the same word!  There are only 

two kinds of people in life:  takers and givers.  Takers are always sad and 

mad…while Givers are glad!  So, in this New Year – let’s be sure to eat right 

and exercise…do whatever it takes to have a healthy heart BUT don’t ignore 

your spiritual heart!  The Bible tells us that all we do flows from our 

heart.  Proverbs 4:23 – “Keep your heart with all vigilance, for from it flow 

the springs of life.”  

  

Sally Murphy  

Stewardship Chair 

 

Sally 

Murphy 



 

News and Notes 

Amazon Smile- 
Thanks to all those who donated to St. Paul’s using Amazon Smile. Last year we received almost 
$100. You can continue to do so this year all year long by going to the church website at this link 
https://stpaulslutheran.info/donate#amazon  There, click on the Amazon Smile image. Then you 
will be taken to the Amazon website. A pop-up will ask if you want to make St. Paul's your Amazon Smile 
charity. Click "Yes," then shop as normal. 
 
Giving— 
Even though our doors are closed our expenses continue. You are encouraged to continue to mail in your of-
fering to church or to give via Pay pal button on our website. https://stpaulslutheran.info/donate  

From the Evangelism Committee: 

We usually meet the 1st Monday of the month at 7pm on Zoom, however, we met this month on the 

11th.  The committee met in December and did some planning for the coming year 2021. In Decem-

ber the committee: 

• Sent Christmas Cards to the Congregation 

• “Virtual Open House” December 19th 3-4pm to share your Christmas decorations. 

• Discussed ways to reach out to the surrounding community in Fulton and beyond. 

 

“Processing our World” is still on hold.  

 

If you are interested in joining the committee please contact Pr. Dave. 
 

Movie Night: January 27th 7pm (Selfie Dad) 
 

Reminders: Will keep you advised of any outings, virtual or otherwise for the coming year.   

 

Activities that are in the works: Some ideas to think about from Pastor Dave: 
• Joint collaboration with various committees and groups at St. Paul’s to fund Grass-

root dinners through out 2021 

• Sell an item(s) such as loaves, fish, sheep (the exact symbol(s) to be determined) to 

the congregation of various denominations similar to as was done for raising funds 

for the youth by selling cars, spacecraft, etc. 

 
We continue to work with the L.E.A.D. team in finding ways to connect with the community 

Join us as we continue to search for other opportunities and service projects with a 150th flair. 
 

 

Financial Secretary       ELCA 

“Verily I say unto you, in 
as much as ye did it not to 
one of the least of these, 
ye did it not to me.’’ 

MATTHEW 22:37b-39 

Giving statements for 2020 are available by e-mail the week of 1/10  Please 
contact frederickdonna@verizon.net if you would like to receive your giving 
statement in this manner.  
If anyone would like an envelope or pledge card please contact Sally Murphy 
sally@stpaulslutheran.info or email Donna Frederick.  
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Currently, Senior Fellowship is on hold during COVID-19 restrictions. 

We look forward to resuming our luncheons as soon as possible. Stay 

safe, stay well. 

Joe & Cathy. 

 

Youth Choir-               

Tuesdays from 7 to 7:45pm. 

Bell Choir-           Meets 

in the Bells Room, Tuesdays at 7pm  

Chancel Choir-   meets           

Thursdays from  7 to 8:30pm          

All practices suspended until 

further notice. 

Music– Notable Events   

Audio Recordings  

Check out the website for recordings of 

St. Paul’s services. All services from the 

last 2 months can be found under  Gal-

lery/Audio. Just click http://

stpaulslutheran.info/messages/sermon-

audio 

 

St. Paul’s Senior Fellowship 

Women’s Group 

The Women of St. Paul’s will  meet February 6th at 9am to 11 am on Zoom. 

We have a new topic, “Inspired” by Rachel Held Evans. Contact  Julie Smith 

or  Sandy August for more information.  All women are welcome to join.  

We normally meet  the 1st Saturday of the month 9 am to 11 am on 

Zoom.   

Note:  

1) We follow Howard County School’s inclement weather policy. If the schools are closed that 
day we will not have the meeting. However if, they are delayed, our meeting will go on as 
planned. 

2) In December 2019, the members of Senior Fellowship created “God’s Grace Bags” that con-
tained items that could be given to someone that is homeless or in need. The congregation has 
embraced this ministry and to date 75 bags have been created.  At this time, in order to contin-
ue, we are asking the congregation for cash donations to purchase the necessary items to fill 
more bags.  The items purchased will continue to be non-perishable so that you can keep a bag 
in your car. The bags will be updated with contents appropriate for the weather.  If you would 
like to donate funds, please designate them for Senior Fellowship. 

http://stpaulslutheran.info/messages/sermon-audio
http://stpaulslutheran.info/messages/sermon-audio
http://stpaulslutheran.info/messages/sermon-audio
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Jan. 10th—Baptism of Our Lord 

Genesis 1:1-5; Psalm 29 (3);  Acts 19:1-7;  Mark 1:4-11  
 

Jan. 17th– 2nd Sunday after Epiphany 
1 Samuel 3:1-10 [11-20]; Psalm 139:1-6, 13-18 (1);                   
1 Corinthians 6:12-20; John 1:43-51  
 

Jan. 24th– 3rd Sunday after Epiphany 
Jonah 3:1-5, 10; Psalm 62:5-12 (6); 1 Corinthians 7:29-31; 
Mark 1:14-20  

11795 Route 216                           
Fulton MD 20759 

Phone: 301-725-0241 

Email: 

st.paulfulton@gmail.com 

We’re on the Web! 

www.stpaulslutheran.info  

 

A Congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church of America 

“Like” us on Facebook!         

For a while now we have had a St. Paul’s Facebook group, we also have 
a public page! Find us and click “like” and share and watch us for an-
nouncements! Tell your friends too! 

 www.facebook.com/StPaulsFulton  

(St. Paul’s Social Media) 

“Follow” us on Twitter! https://twitter.com/stpaulsfulton 

“Tag” us on Instagram! https://www.instagram.com/stpaulsfulton/ 

Lectionary Readings for the Month 

Women’s Daily Grace— “God’s Grace & Presence” 
01/03/2021 

I value Women of the ELCA because of our shared mission, purpose, and community. The 
organization is important to me because we accomplish amazing ministry together, in the 
name of Jesus. Within it, I find community—a community of like-minded women of all 
ages who walk together on their faith journeys. Thanks to Women of the ELCA, lives are 
changed, including our own.  

Jan. 31st– 4th Sunday after Epiphany 
Deuteronomy 18:15-20 ;Psalm 111 (10);                                  

1 Corinthians 8:1-13; Mark 1:21-28  

Feb. 7th—5th Sunday after Epiphany 

Isaiah 40:21-31; Psalm 147:1-11, 20c (3);                                

1 Corinthians 9:16-23;  Mark 1:29-39  

 The global coronavirus pandemic brought many changes to our world in 2020, including our inability to gath-
er in person. Offerings that support Women of the ELCA are almost always collected when we meet in person. 
You might not realize how critical those offerings are to the operation of the churchwide expression of Wom-
en of the ELCA. 

Let me tell you about a couple of ways you can support Women of the ELCA today and every day. First, be-
come a Faithful Friend of the organization. Second, engage in the daily discipline of making a Thank offering. 
Even during a global pandemic, there is always something in each day to make you aware of God’s grace and 
presence in your life. 
 

This message is an excerpt from “Grace notes: Give boldly” by Linda Post Bushkofsky in the October issue 

of Gather magazine. January 3rd was the Second Sunday of Christmas.  

http://www.facebook.com/StPaulsFulton
https://www.womenoftheelca.org/faithfulfriends
https://www.womenoftheelca.org/thankofferings
http://www.gathermagazine.org/
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IN CASE YOU MISSED IT  (Epiphany Study Opportunities) 

• Wednesday Morning Prayer with Pastor Dave 6:30 am  

• Wednesday Evening Bible Study with Pastor Carolyn 6:30pm  

Many Thanks to all who submitted Nativity Photos as part of our Advent Devotions 

If you would like a copy of all the submittals and devotions please let Kerry Griffin know? Kerry will forward you a 

copy in Word format or PDF format. 

A big Thank you to Kim Moseman for posting on Twitter and Instagram 

Many Thanks to all who made this year’s Christmas Eve Special, especially the virtual Choir 

Many Thanks to all who made this year’s Christmas Day Special with virtual Lessons & Carols 

Many Thanks to all who made the virtual Handbell Choir possible this year 

Many Thanks to all who made Sunday school Christmas Around the World possible 



 

 
By: Kerry Griffin  

St. Paul’s Archivist  

January 3, 2021 

Tales from the Archives is a presentation 

from the Archives at St. Paul’s.  

Contributions of items of significance to 

the Church History or contributions of sto-

ries are welcome and encouraged.  

Please submit by the 20th of the month. 

It is the goal of the Archive to preserve 

the Church History and make selected 

portions of it known to the congregation 

from time to time.  

 

What’s happening in the Archive 

 Thanks to all who made deliveries in De-

cember 

 Watch for more happenings in January 

News & Notes 
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Archive January 2021 
As I write this, it is the tenth day of 

Christmas. I hope that everyone has 

had a blessed Christmas and happy 

New Year season. Epiphany is draw-

ing near and the time after Epiphany. 

 

I wanted to use this space and take 

the time to thank Pastor Carolyn for 

organizing the deliveries (over 150) 

to the congregation of: candles, giv-

ing envelopes, Nativity cutout, and 

150th memorabilia. 

 

This was unprecedented in our histo-

ry to my knowledge.   

 

A great big, St. Paul’s thank you for 

all who drove the routes to my 

knowledge: Sandy August, Debra 

Cowell’s team, Amy Emad’s team, 

Donna Frederick’s team, Kerry & 

Gerry Griffin, Jane Hershey’s team, 

Karen Jennings team, Janet Jew, 

Betty Kerwin, John & Sally Murphy, 

Pastors Carolyn and Dave, Patrick 

Thompson, and Maya Wilcox. Please 

forgive me if I have inadvertently 

omitted your name and you partici-

pated no disrespect was intended. 

 

It is my hope that together we can 

keep the spirit of teamwork and giv-

ing going in 2021. There is a Grass-

roots Meals project in the works for 

example and I hope that everyone 

can get behind it as it is still desper-

ately needed in these times. Watch 

for more information. 

 

Also 2021 will hopefully, still hold 

some 150th revels and we will finally 

be able to hold the delayed celebra-

tion as well as have our picture day. 

Watch for more information as 

things unfold this year. 

 

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Kerry Griffin 

Archivist 
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Property Committee Notes Jan. Newsletter (as of Dec. 2020) 

1. Kitchen range hood was cleaned on schedule on 12/1. George Mader donated the service. Thanks 

George. 

2. Worked on snow blower, still needs work. 

3. The gutter on the Murphy Road side of the sanctuary came apart. Repaired and sealed on 12/17. 

4. Repaired the trim coming loose on the entry door. 

5. Scraped and salted the entry steps after the “snow event” on 12/16 and cleaned up minor water 

leak from the storm by downstairs entry. 

6. The boiler re-inspection was completed and the boiler certificates have been received. 

7. Removed the blower from the kitchen heater to be repaired. 

8. Restarted the boiler in the parsonage. 

9. Continue to monitor the heat and bathrooms in the church 

 

John Murphy 
Property Committee Chairman 
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Men’s Brotherhood Notes: 

 Men’s Brotherhood Notes from December 2020 virtual meeting: 
 
1. We discussed that the Church Council had decided regarding the services returning to totally virtual. 
2. We discussed current Property Committee projects. 
3. We had a brief devotional on lead by Pr. Dave. 
4. We agreed to provide a $400 donation to support a meal at the Grassroots Shelter.  The meal will be prepared by a local 

restaurant. 
 
The Men’s Brotherhood is open to all men in the congregation of any age.  We will meet on the 2nd Saturday of each month 
virtually at 9:00 until the Covid-19 threat is over.  Anyone with questions on the Brotherhood can contact any of the Officers. 

 

Ken Keefer 
Brotherhood President 

Men’s Brotherhood 

The Men of St. Paul’s gather on the 2nd Saturday of each month for  breakfast, a 

brief business meeting and  devotions. All males in the congregation are wel-

come and invited to attend!   

Officers: Ken Keefer, President; Mike Heyser, Vice President; Randy Baldini 

Treasurer; Randy Arndt, Secretary  

News & Notes 

January Events  

• January 27th 7pm Evangelism Faith in the Movies 

•  “Selfie Dad” -  released June 19, 2020 over Father’s Day weekend. Directed by Brad J. 

Silverman. Stars: Michael Jr, Chonda Pierce, James Denton and Karen Abercrombie. 

Plot: Ben Marcus “Michael Jr.”, a former stand-up comic in mid-life crisis tries to become 

a social-media star until he and his family are radically changed by the Bible.  

• Reviews: “At its heart, the Selfie Dad movie is an inspiring story about the 

power of the Bible told through humor and compassion. Traditionally, faith based 

films with a strong message are dramas; however, Selfie Dad aims to bring heal-

ing and understanding through laughter.” selfiedadmovie.com  

• "Selfie Dad is a heart-warming film that reveals the truth of Hebrews 4:12 as Ben 

Marcus reflects on his need for the power of God’s Word to impact his life in an 

unforgettable way." - Peyton Garland, The Dove Foundation  

• “SELFIE DAD is a hilariously funny and sometimes intensely poignant story of a 

father who needs to be delivered from his fears and anxieties about his dysfunc-

tional past by faith through reading the Bible.” Tess Farrand 
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Welcome to Council’s Corner: 

         
 
The council continues to meet virtually with special meetings as necessary to continue monitoring the 

situation with COVID-19.  Our regularly scheduled monthly meeting was held on December 1st via ZOOM.  

We began the meeting with a prayer from Pastor Carolyn and then moved on to old business.   
 

We began discussions on the topic of December worship and activities.  Advent activities include social media devotions using 

nativity photos people are sending and advent bible studies.  Christmas Services will be on zoom.  Packets will be made for Christ-

mas worship services with different activities and will be delivered prior to Christmas.  We will have a Christmas day service pre-

recorded, lessons and carols, which is a worship at home opportunity. 

Committee updates included: (1) Youth and Family planning for participation in the virtual Youth Quake event this coming year.  

They will do online breakout events.  (2)  Sue gave an update on Social Outreach where she delivered Italian food (dinner and 

desert) on November 9th to Grassroots with Sally’s help.    Angel tree families have been adopted.  Donations for five families con-

sist of food baskets (Thanksgiving and Christmas), toys and clothing.  Randy has been working with Sue on this effort by purchas-

ing food and delivering the baskets.  The approximate cost for each food basket is between $80-$100.   

We discussed end of year distributions to St. Dysmas, Helping Haitian Angels organization, etc.  There was an update on global 

outreach and the orphanage in Ghana by Pastor Carolyn.  We discussed an evangelism opportunity, brought to us by Kerry, to 

help a coalition in Montgomery County who have been collecting clothing.   Pastor Carolyn offered to write an email to Lutheran 

Campus Ministries at University of Maryland and see if they could help make a connection in Montgomery County.  

Kerry and some of the members of the 150th Anniversary committee are putting together a history wall to put up in the church, 

whenever we open back up again.  Can’t wait to see it!     

Lastly, we discussed some of the logistics of having proper capacity online for Christmas services.  We adjourned with a prayer.   

Stay tuned for next months edition of Council’s Corner. 

Respectfully,           
 

Respectfully,  

 

Deb Cowell 

December Council 



 

Parish Staff 

Rev. Carolyn Shank 

Lead Pastor  

Rev Dave C. Shank 

Associate Pastor  

Tom Leeseberg-Lange 

Cantor  

Administrative Assistant 301-725-0241  

Maya Wilcox (Mon 10-2 pm, Tues.-Fri. 9-1 pm) 

st.paulfulton@gmail.com 

Parish Council and Contacts 

President, Julie Smith  
 

Vice President, Russ Werner  
 

Secretary, Deborah L. Cowell  
 

Treasurer, Mark Slater  
 

Financial Secretary, Donna Frederick  

Evangelism, Pastor Dave Shank  

Worship & Music, Betty Kerwin  

Social Outreach, Sue Bell  

Christian Education Brittany Kovach  

Stewardship Sally Murphy  

amy@stpaulslutheran.info 

Property John Murphy  

Communications, Kerry Griffin  

St. Paul’s Care Ministry 

 Judy Hewitt-Hassel                     

Volume 14 Issue 01 News & Notes Special thanks to all our contributors and those 

that make the News & Notes possible! 

Special Notes: Have an item to share for the newsletter? 
Please submit items of interest by the 20th of the month 
for publication the first Sunday of the following month.  

Please let the church know of any Affirmations or 
people we should remember and other prayer re-
quests.  

Last But Not Least  

Photo releases: As we continue to update our 
website we need your help! We have people who 
take photos at events and we would like to high-
light these events through the website! But, we 
also respect your need for privacy. We will not 
post photos that show the faces of anyone under 
18. We also will not post your photo without your 
permission. We ask that you contact the church 
office via email or snail mail or put a note in the 
“communications box” in the office and let us 
know if you DO NOT want your image used on the 
site.  

Social Media - Kim Moseman 

Are you on Instagram or Twitter? If so, watch for infor-
mation about St. Paul’s on both!  

Instagram: stpaulsfulton and Twitter: @stpaulsfulton  


