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Upcoming Events: 
 

• DEC 2 FAITH IN THE MOVIES 7PM  

• DEC 5 WOMENS GROUP 9AM 

• DEC 9 & 16 MORNING PRAYER WITH 

PASTOR DAVE 6:30AM 

• DEC  9 & 16 EVENING BIBLE STUDY 

WITH PASTOR CAROLYN 6PM 

• DEC 12 BROTHERHOOD 9AM 

• DEC 12 YOUTH MEETING 6PM-9PM 

SOCIALLY DISTANCED 

• DEC 19 EVANGELISM VIRTUAL OPEN 

HOUSE CHRISTMAS TOUR 3-4PM 

• DEC 24 VIRTUAL CHRISTMAS EVE 

6:30PM & 8PM 

• DEC 25 VIRTUAL CHRISTMAS DAY 

WATCH AT HOME VIDEO 

 

Worship Schedule 

All Worship and Activities continue on on-line platforms 

(Zoom and Discord [unless otherwise noted]). Please 

watch your e-mail for details. 

Sunday 8:30 am and 11:00 am via Zoom, Thursday 7 pm via Zoom only. 

Christmas Schedule 

Christmas Eve: 6:30pm & 8pm Zoom 

Christmas Day: A video with lessons and carols will be emailed for people to 

watch at home. 

Please sign up to contribute to our Christmas Story for Sunday School this year.  Everyone is 

invited to contribute. 

Our story will consist of tales of how Christmas is celebrated around the world, as well as a tell-

ing of our traditional Christmas Story from the Bible.  Submissions are due Dec 18th and 

the video will be available Christmas Eve. 

To contribute, make a video sharing one of the following: 

A story of how your ancestors/family in another culture celebrate Christmas 

A story of how another culture celebrates Christmas (script provided) 

A piece of our Christmas story (script provided) 

To sign up, email brittany@stpaulslutheran.info – Be as creative as you would like with your 
videos! 

Mark your Calendars 

Youth Quake 2021 is coming February 27th. It will be a nationwide one day virtual event 

which will start later in the day on the east coast so our youth on the west coast can join 

at a reasonable time for the them. The schedule of events is still shaping up and registra-

tion details for this event will be available soon. Watch for more details to be announced 

as we get closer to this event! 

mailto:brittany@stpaulslutheran.info
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Pastor’s Corner 

News & Notes 

 December 2020 

Christmas Eve has always been a really special day for me. On Christmas Eve, 1910, my Great-
Grandmother was born! I was blessed to have her in my life until a few weeks before my 22nd 
birthday. I was very close to my “GG,” as we called her. The fact that she was born on Christmas 
Eve meant that the daytimes of December 24th were about her! We would either gather at her 
home for lunch or we would go to a restaurant together. This lunch would include as many fam-
ily members as possible.  The evening was then spent at church. For most of my teen years, my 
home church, St. John Lutheran had four worship services. From 7th grade until I left for semi-
nary, I was usually involved in 3 out of 4 services (some years it was all 4!) I LOVED IT, my 
friends and I would camp out in the church and make a night of it! At some point, I remember 
realizing that my GG wouldn’t always be there, and I wondered what would become of Christ-
mas Eve. GG died two months before I started Seminary. So, facing that first Christmas Eve 
without her was also the first year I wouldn’t be at my home church for the entire evening as I 
would be at my field education congregation for their service.  

 That Christmas Eve there was a fair amount of grief to go around. But, at least I got to 
be with my friends at St. John for the 11:00PM service. The year I was on internship in North 
Carolina would be the first year I didn’t get to “go home” for Christmas Eve worship. That year 
there was lot of grief as well. By then, I was adjusting to Christmas Eve without GG. While it 
was different for me, I made it through! As I stood near the altar that night, helping with the 
communion liturgy, it was the first time I really sensed, “the communion of the saints” as I real-
ized my friends at home were gathered in the place I longed to be, also preparing to take com-
munion, and that my ancestors had also gathered to receive communion on many Christmas 
Eve’s past. After a few years, I also adjusted to Christmas Eve and not being at St. John. 

 When I came to St. Paul’s (8 years ago!) I started on the Second Sunday of Advent. 
When we gathered for Christmas Eve that year, as the late service came to a close, I remember 
standing in the back of the sanctuary and thinking to myself, “this place feels like home!” I love 
Christmas Eve worship! Singing the familiar Christmas carols, seeing people who have come 
home for the holidays, hanging out for what is a long evening, gathering with the children to fill 
and bless our nativity, lighting candles as we hear the Prologue to John’s Gospel and then            
singing Silent Night together, so many things that bring back memories of childhood, but are 
distinct to St. Paul’s and they give that warm and fuzzy feeling of Christmas. I also have the per-
sonal tradition of wearing my GG’s ring as a way to honor her on her birthday! 

 I never thought I would love Christmas Eve without my favorite birthday girl, I never 
thought I would enjoy worship anywhere other than St. John. Yes, there was grief in adjusting, 
but I have adjusted!  

 Then there is this year, 2020. The year when everything has been turned upside down. 
Worship will be different this year. We will gather virtually, using zoom, where we can mute 
ourselves and sing along to the music, where we can bring our own nativity sets to be blessed, 
where we will light candles in our own homes while we sing Silent Night. There is grief with this 
change and we cannot deny this grief. It is natural to yearn for the things that bring us joy and 
comfort. But, there is also the caring for our neighbors to take into account. We are working to 
adapt as many traditions as we can to the virtual setting, to give us the feeling of Christmas Eve 
even when we are not able to physically be together! There is a benefit of this virtual worship…
those who are unable to travel home for the holidays are still able to join us for worship!  

 This Christmas season is different than the past, but one thing we can be sure of, it’s 
still Christmas! We still get to celebrate the baby Jesus, born in Bethlehem! Watch your email 
for announcements about different opportunities to study, fellowship and worship during this 
Advent and Christmas season!  

Blessed Advent and Merry Christmas to you all!  

Peace,   

Pastor Carolyn+  
 

 

“Rejoice always, 

pray continually, 

give thanks in all 

circumstances; 

for this is God’s 

will for you in 

Christ Jesus “  

1 Thessalonians 

5:16-18 (NIV)  
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Associate Pastor  

 
 

      

“What are the things that 

God is laying on your heart 

at the moment?” 

 

God’s work,  

our hands. 

December  2020 
 

Advent. I have been thinking a lot recently about this word. Advent is translated/
defined as “arrival.” For Christians it has a dual meaning. First, it refers to the first 
coming of Christ into the world at the time that we call “Christmas.” Second, it refers 
to the hope and expectation of the second coming of Christ that could happen at any 
moment. Did you pause there for a moment? I did. I thought possibly that could have 
been the moment. Perhaps when you are reading this article you are experiencing that 
same suspense. The suspense that one feels when you are getting to the climax of the 
story in a good book and cannot wait to turn the page. For us, that is how we live as 
Christians. We cannot wait to “turn the page” and hope that on the next page is the 
arrival of Christ and the finality of this world as we know it. As with the second coming 
of Christ, the world will look much different. It will be remade - and be a place of love, 
hope and joy.  
 
As we think about “turning pages” I am sure that many of us are ready to turn the page 
on this year 2020. It has been one of challenge, it has seen turmoil and it has been one 
that seems to have gone by so fast and yet lasted forever at the same time. As we all 
look to soon turn the page on 2020, I always encourage our church members to take 
some time to be in prayer and in reflection. What are the things that God is lay-
ing on your heart at the moment? What friends or relatives have recently 
come into your thoughts? Perhaps there is a special phone call, or card, or ZOOM 
that someone needs in their life right now to give them hope during this season. I want 
to encourage you to follow those promptings of the Spirit and remind you that you are 
an instrument of God’s hope.  
 
During this season of Advent and then the season of Christmas, remember who you 
are, and to who you belong. You are a beloved child of God. You are loved un-
conditionally by God. This is something to be celebrated and something that makes 
this blessed season even more special. Remind yourself that it’s OK if Advent/
Christmas is not “perfect.” We have a saying in the Shank household that I have grown 
rather fond of, we say, “Perfectly Imperfect.” As in an event, or a moment, or a 
whole day can be “perfectly imperfect.” It gives pastor Carolyn and me a chance to 
smile, to laugh, and to realize that we are truly not in control. God is.  
 
So, in this spirt of love and grace, I offer to you a “perfectly imperfect” Advent 
and Christmas season. I hope that you and your family are well and safe and find 
ways to celebrate safely during this season. Remember, simple is OK. The stable, the 
hay, and the donkeys were not fancy. It is OK to have a simple celebration this 
season, and perhaps it will draw us closer together and closer to our God like never 
before? Who knows? Only God knows. That is the exciting part, that is the suspenseful 
part, that’s the “waiting in expectation” of God’s arrival in unexpected ways part.  
 
On that note, dear friends, I wish you a happy Advent and a Merry Christmas season. I 
look forward to the creative ways that we are gathering here at St. Paul’s during this 
season!! 
 

Advent Blessings, 

Pastor Dave + 

Pastor Dave 
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He (Jesus) said to 

them "Love the 

Lord your God 

with all your 

heart, with all 

your soul, and 

with all your 

mind.  This is the 

greatest and most 

important 

command.  The 

second is like 

it:  Love your 

neighbor as 

yourself."  

Matthew  

22:37-39  

Council President 

              

December 2020 Newsletter 

November, 30th 2020 

Greetings,  

It’s beginning to look a lot like Christmas.  My neighborhood is bright with lights since eve-

ryone has decorated early this year.  This glow reminds us that even during a pandemic, the 

light will brighten the darkness, and we can still celebrate our Savior’s birth. 

Christmas will not be the same with us all huddled together in the sanctuary singing Silent 

Night with our candles burning bright.  Again we will be disappointed, but this will pass, 

and we will look forward to being together on Christmas 2021. 

I look forward to seeing you via Zoom as we celebrate the birth of our Lord and Savior.  

 

Peace,  

.Julie 

 



 

 

“Get used to 

different”  
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Stewardship 

Sally 

Murphy 

This year St. Paul’s has adopted five local, needy families with a 

total of 15 children through the Angel Tree Program. We will be 

providing holiday food baskets for each family and gifts for all 

the children.  A joyful thanks to all those who have adopted a 

child from our Angel Tree. 

Thanks to your generosity, every child has been adopted and 

will know the joy of receiving this Christmas! If you are inter-

ested in "adopting" another angel directly from the Salvation 

Army's program, please contact Sue Bell 

(sue@stpaulslutheran.info) to get more details. 

Thank you to those who have provided funds to purchase food and gift cards for 

the holiday food baskets.  We are still in need of donations for the purchase of 

items for the Christmas food baskets. If interested in supporting, please send a 

check to the Church and mark it “for Holiday Food Baskets.”   

Sue Bell 

Social Outreach Chair 

2020 Salvation Army Angel Tree Program 

A few months ago you received a letter regarding GRATITUDE pledges – and if you are 

having a hard time coming up with a Gratitude pledge to send – we would like to suggest 

one!  In November Sue Bell with Social Outreach organized a dinner provided for Grass-

roots courtesy of St Paul’s …which led to a spirited discussion during our Evangelism 

meeting about the opportunity for St Paul’s to reach out to our neighbors who are less 

fortunate and find themselves in need.   Getting Stewardship, Evangelism working along 

with Social Outreach we are hoping that in 2021 St Paul’s can reach out to Grassroots on a 

monthly basis providing a meal.  The need is certainly there and the pandemic shutdowns 

have hurt so many financially – lost jobs, reduced work hours, etc.  And while it seems we 

are seeing a light at the end of this dark tunnel – help is still going to be needed.  Will you 

consider showing your gratitude for how God has blessed you by making a pledge to help 

those less fortunate?  We are asking for donations specifically to be used for monthly sup-

port for Grassroots – each dinner will cost around $400 so we are hoping to raise about 

$4800.00 in order to support a meal each month during 2021   While we aren’t expecting 

or even hoping to raise the entire amount we need for 2021, we are praying that we can 

meet the $400 mark each month.   If you feel led to help with this need please mark 

your gratitude donation as GRASSROOTS MEAL in order for the funds to be distributed 

to the correct account.  

Together we can make a difference – Matthew 25: 34-35 

Sally Murphy  

Stewardship Chair 

Social Outreach 

about:blank
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Amazon Smile- 
Thanks to all those who donated to St. Paul’s using Amazon Smile. You can continue to do so all year long by 
going to the church website at this link https://stpaulslutheran.info/donate#amazon  There, 
click on the Amazon Smile image. Then you will be taken to the Amazon website. A pop-up will ask if you 
want to make St. Paul's your Amazon Smile charity. Click "Yes," then shop as normal. 
 
Giving— 
Even though our doors are closed our expenses continue. You are encouraged to continue to mail in your of-
fering to church or to give via Pay pal button on our website. https://stpaulslutheran.info/donate  

From the Evangelism Committee: 

We usually meet the 1st Monday of the month at 7pm on Zoom.  The committee met in November and did 

some planning for the rest of the year.  

• Sending Christmas cards to the congregation  

• Congregation “Virtual Open House” December 19th 3-4pm to share your Christmas decorations. 

• Discussed ways to reach out to the surrounding community in Fulton and beyond. 

 

“Processing our World” is still on hold.  

 

If you are interested in joining the committee please see Pr. Dave. 
 

Movie Night: January 20th 7pm (To be announced) 
 

Reminders: Will keep you advised of any outings, virtual or otherwise 

for the coming year.   

 

Activities that are in the works: Some ideas to think about from Pastor Dave: 
• Virtual Advent/Gathering Open Houses ZOOM (December 19th) 

 

We continue to work with the L.E.A.D. team in finding ways to connect with the community.  There are 

opportunities in the works to provide boxed lunches to Grassroots. 

Join us as we search for other opportunities and service projects with a 150th flair. 
 

 

Financial Secretary      

“Verily I say unto you, in 
as much as ye did it not to 
one of the least of these, 
ye did it not to me.’’ 

MATTHEW 22:37b-39 

If you need your statement please email donna@stpaulslutheran.info  Your state-
ment can be sent via email.  
.  
If anyone would like an envelope or pledge card please contact Sally Murphy 
sally@stpaulslutheran.info or email Donna Frederick.  
 

https://stpaulslutheran.info/donate
mailto:frederickdonna@verizon.net


Page 7 

Volume 13, Issue 12 

Currently, Senior Fellowship is on hold during COVID-19 restrictions. 

We look forward to resuming our luncheons as soon as possible. Stay 

safe, stay well. 

Joe & Cathy. 

 

Youth Choir-               

Tuesdays from 7 to 7:45pm. 

Bell Choir-           Meets 

in the Bells Room, Tuesdays at 7pm  

Chancel Choir-   meets           

Thursdays from  7 to 8:30pm          

All practices suspended until 

further notice. 

Music– Notable Events   

Audio Recordings  

Check out the website for recordings of 

St. Paul’s services. All services from the 

last 2 months can be found under  Gal-

lery/Audio. Just click http://

stpaulslutheran.info/messages/sermon-

audio 

 

St. Paul’s Senior Fellowship 

Women’s Group 

The Women of St. Paul’s will  meet December 5th 9am to 11 am. We have a 

new topic, “Inspired” by Rachel Held Evans. Contact  Julie Smith or               

Sandy August for more information.  All women are welcome to join.  

We normally meet  the 1st Saturday of the month 9 am to 11 am.   

Note:  

1) We follow Howard County School’s inclement weather policy. If the schools are closed that 
day we will not have the meeting. However if, they are delayed, our meeting will go on as 
planned. 

2) In December, the members of Senior Fellowship created “God’s Grace Bags” that contained 
items that could be given to someone that is homeless or in need. The congregation has em-
braced this ministry and to date 75 bags have been created.  At this time, in order to continue, 
we are asking the congregation for cash donations to purchase the necessary items to fill more 
bags.  The items purchased will continue to be non-perishable so that you can keep a bag in 
your car. The bags will be updated with contents appropriate for the weather.  If you would 
like to donate funds, please designate them for Senior Fellowship. 

http://stpaulslutheran.info/messages/sermon-audio
http://stpaulslutheran.info/messages/sermon-audio
http://stpaulslutheran.info/messages/sermon-audio
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11795 Route 216                           
Fulton MD 20759 

Phone: 301-725-0241 

Email: 

st.paulfulton@gmail.com 

We’re on the Web! 

www.stpaulslutheran.info  

 

A Congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church of America 

“Like” us on Facebook!         

For a while now we have had a St. Paul’s Facebook group, we also have 
a public page! Find us and click “like” and share and watch us for an-
nouncements! Tell your friends too! 

 www.facebook.com/StPaulsFulton  

(St. Paul’s Social Media) 

“Follow” us on Twitter! https://twitter.com/stpaulsfulton 

“Tag” us on Instagram! https://www.instagram.com/stpaulsfulton/ 

Dec. 6th—2nd Sunday in Advent 

Isaiah 40:1-11, Psalm 85:1-2, 8-13, 2 Peter 3:8-15a,  

Mark 1:1-8 

 

Dec. 13th– 3rd Sunday in Advent 
Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11 Psalm 126 (3) or Luke 1:46b-55 (52) 1 
Thessalonians 5:16-24 John 1:6-8, 19-28 
 

Dec. 20th– 4th Sunday in Advent 
2 Samuel 7:1-11, 16 Luke 1:46b-55 (52) or Psalm 89:1-4, 19
-26 (1) Romans 16:25-27 Luke 1:26-38 

Lectionary Readings for the Month 

Women’s Daily Grace— “Silver Lining” 
12/1/2020 

During Advent, we welcome the illuminating power of the light of Christ. Jesus’ 
presence reveals God’s infinite compassion even in life’s greatest challenges. The 
four weeks of Advent provide a special season in which to reflect upon the impact 
of the Light in all areas of life–especially in the difficulties we face. 

Dec. 27th– 1st Sunday of Christmas 
Isaiah 61:10-62:3 Psalm 148 (13) Galatians 4:4-7 Luke 

2:22-40 

Jan. 3rd—2nd Sunday of Christmas 
Jeremiah 31:7-14 or Sirach 24:1-12 Psalm 147:12-20 or Wisdom 

10:15-21 Ephesians 1:3-14 John 1:[1-9] 10-18 

 For years, I falsely believed that embracing the light was about being positive, finding the silver lining, and 
keeping my chin up. I was wrong. Shining the light isn’t about forcing a plastered smile onto my face; in-
stead, it’s about developing the courage to reveal what’s real and empowering others to do the same. Jesus 
doesn’t force people to be smiling sunshine. Instead, he invites people to be forces of illumination–
revealing what’s true. Jesus brings reality into clearer view and gives us courage to recognize it, celebrate 
what’s sacred, heal what’s broken, and keep journeying. 

 

This message is an excerpt from “Why we celebrate four weeks in Advent” by Emily Anne Carson in the December 
2019 issue of Café. Today is World AIDS Day. 

http://www.facebook.com/StPaulsFulton
https://www.boldcafe.org/why-we-celebrate-four-weeks-in-advent/
http://www.boldcafe.org/
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IN CASE YOU MISSED IT  (Advent Study Opportunities) 

• Daily Devotions on Social Media (Facebook, Twitter and Instagram) We are using Advent Star 

Devotions from United Lutheran Seminar (formerly Gettysburg) and your Nativities. (My 

thanks to Kim Moseman for doing Twitter and Instagram) 

• Wednesday Morning Prayer with Pastor Dave 6:30 am  

• Wednesday Evening Bible Study with Pastor Carolyn 6:30pm  

• Advent Study Adult Sunday school 9:30 am via Zoom  

• Note: Readings are for the Sunday school group are “Watch for the Light” devotional 

and the Wednesday group is the book of Luke (24 chapters on chapter per day till 

Christmas) 

Sampling of the Nativities submitted  

August McEntee Knoernschild Patrick Thompson 

Patty Thompson 

Pickett 

Emad 

If you would like your Nativity to appear in our Social Media “Countdown to Christmas” please snap a pic-

ture as you decorate this year and send it to Kerry Griffin, Pastor Carolyn, or the link from the mass email 

blast to our Google drive. If you don’t want to be identified on social media please let us know so we won’t 

include your information. Also if you want to let us know anything about the Nativity (Why it is special to 

you) that would be great as well. 



 
By: Kerry Griffin  

St. Paul’s Archivist  

December 1, 2020 

Tales from the Archives is a presentation 

from the Archives at St. Paul’s.  

Contributions of items of significance to 

the Church History or contributions of sto-

ries are welcome and encouraged.  

Please submit by the 20th of the month. 

It is the goal of the Archive to preserve 

the Church History and make selected 

portions of it known to the congregation 

from time to time.  

I can be contacted at:  

301.518.8460 cell  

kerry@stpaulslutheran.info  

What’s happening in the Archive? 

 Remembering Christmas Traditions 

 Watch for more happenings in December 

News & Notes 
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Archive December 2020 
As I write this Advent is upon us. The 

social media campaign “Countdown 

to Christmas” is in full swing. Thanks 

to Pastor Carolyn for this years’ 

theme Nativity Scenes and verses 

from our seminary Advent devotions.  

 

Also, thanks to all of you for being 

willing to share your Nativity with 

the congregation and to  

Kim Mossman for being willing to 

continue the tradition on Twitter and 

Instagram. 

 

This year I thought it would be fitting 

to share once again some of the tradi-

tions of St. Paul’s and my family of 

this time of Christmas. 

 

In keeping with the Sunday School 

theme this year “Christmas” and 

many of St. Paul’s family my Christ-

mas has a German influence. 

 

I was told by my mother and grand-

mother Miles that in years past St. 

Paul’s during the time of the wooden 

church had a tree of cedar with hold-

ers for real candles that were lit on 

Christmas Eve for the service. 

 

This made my great grandfather 

John Bassler very nervous as he had 

been through a house fire while his 

father (Christian Bassler) was serving 

in the Civil War. 

 

I am sure it was very beautiful espe-

cially with the playing of Silent Night 

in German. 

 

Other memories of Christmas are 

around food. My mother tells me that  

my great grandma Sarah Iager  Miles 

made the best sugar cookies from the 

German recipe.  

 

They were served with lemonade at 

the wedding reception of my Grand-

parents Ed and Ethel Miles at St. 

Paul’s on December 21, 1932 (88 

years ago) 

 

Weddings were quite different then. 

People didn’t have as near aa elabo-

rate celebrations or spend a fortune.  

I am told that my great grandparents 

did not attend. Just my grandparents 

siblings. 

 

As the story goes, my grandfather 

Miles had to put the chains on his 29 

Ford in his suit in order to get to the 

wedding as it was a very snowy even-

ing. I miss them both very much. 

Especially this time of year. 

 

Speaking of Christmas desserts, no 

Christmas was complete without the 

making of fruitcake. My grandmother 

had a mission of making 6 fruitcakes 

for Christmas and sending them to 

family and friends by mail. I know 

what your thinking “ugh fruitcake” 

but, these were made from the Ger-

man recipe and quite 

good! They were made 

with golden and brown  

raisins and regular Eng-

lish and black walnuts as 

well as cherries and pine-

apples. 

 

The whole family helped 

with the production and 

it was quite the undertak-

ing. I am not sure how we 

had time to make them in 

time looking back on it. 

 

On my father’s side of the 

family Scotch, the tradi-

tions involved wooden 

toy trains my great grand-

father Griffin had made.  

 

He was a Baptist Minister 

and made one for each 

grandson (4 in all.) The 

trains were made with 

common household items   

such as cans from tomato 

juice and typewriter rib-

bons. 

 

 

 

(Continued next page) 
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Respectfully submitted, 

Kerry Griffin 

Archivist 

My great grandfather Brown who was a carpenter made traditional 

wooden  chapels with a light inside and one on the steeple with little 

Christmas trees on the grounds which had Christmas balls on them. 

The whole thing was covered with spray-on snow. I am not sure you 

can get it any more nor can you make it yourself with Ivory Snow 

soap flakes unless you are lucky enough to have an old box.  

 

I will share a picture of the churches on the 19th during the tour as it 

is in storage at the moment. 

The engine is made from wood, screws, 

washers, handlebar of a bicycle (stack), bean 

can (boiler), bell (bell from bicycle) and the 

red can on front of the boiler is a typewriter 

ribbon can.  

My Dad has had it for over sixty years. It was 

made by his grandfather Griffin. Most likely 

made eighty years ago when people’s trash 

included large vegetable cans. 

Shown right: The entire train. Notice the 

tanker car (red and white can before the 

caboose). It is made from a tomato juice 

can. Its wonderful what you can do with a 

few odds and ends and a little imagination. 

What a wonderful gift for my great 

grandfather’s grandsons many years ago! 

Imagine this as a cedar tree in our 

original wood church and each 

white light was a lighted candle. 

Our original wood church on the 

present site. 

Continued... 
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Property Committee Notes Dec. Newsletter (as of Nov 2020) 

Property report for November 2020 

1. The boiler inspection for certification was done on 11/4/2020. He found one of the blow off 

valves showed signs of leaking and would need to be replaced. Unlike previous years, the inspec-

tor also wanted to do a church facility audit. This included dates of construction and improve-

ments that had been done. I am still waiting on a report from him.  The boiler repair was com-

pleted on 11/17 and the company was notified for re-inspection. Nothing has been scheduled yet. 

2. Thanks to George Mader, the upstairs bathroom doors are “hands free”. The doors are simply 

pushed to open and George installed a bracket on the inside of the door to allow it to be opened 

with the arm. 

3. I attended the 11/9/2020 pre-submission zoning change meeting for Maple Lawn. My purpose 

was to see how the development would impact the egress for the church.  We found out that the 

proposed change was from 32 single family, 55 and older homes, to 473 units consisting of 123 

single family homes, 150 townhomes and 200 apartment units. The community feedback was 

very unfavorable. The main concerns were the schools being 40 percent overcrowded now and 

the increase in traffic.  The following links are for the meeting and the proposed changes.    

                                     https://www.maplelawnwest.com/ 

   https://www.maplelawnwest.com/video 

                https://www.maplelawnwest.com/documents 

4. The community garden is closing out its’ first year. Leases are over on November 30th. Maya gra-

ciously sent out an email thanking everyone for their participation and reminding them to re-

move anything that they want to keep. I will give them a few extra days, then remove the lock for 

the winter and notify our neighbor that it can be tilled and compost added at his leisure. 

5. The cleaning company has been notified that the church building has been shut down and they 

are on hold. 

6. A big THANK YOU to Dean Orndorff and his company, Southern Lawn and Landscape. They 

showed up and cut and trimmed all the grass, including the parsonage and then removed all the 

limbs and leaves. This he does as a donation to his home church 

7. The range hood cleaning is scheduled for 12/01/2020. Although it hasn’t been used much this 
year, it is a code requirement that it be cleaned and tagged yearly. 

John Murphy 
Property Committee Chairman 
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Men’s Brotherhood Notes: 

Men’s Brotherhood Notes from November 2020 virtual meeting: 
1. We discussed that the Church Council had decided regarding the services returning to totally virtual. 
2. We discussed current Property Committee projects. 
3. We had a brief devotional on lead by Pr. Dave. 
4. We decided not to have a virtual ZOOM Check-in meeting on the 4th Saturdays in November or December due to proxim-

ity to the Holidays. 
 
 
The Men’s Brotherhood is open to all men in the congregation of any age.  We will meet on the 2nd Saturday of each month 
virtually at 9:00 until the Covid-19 threat is over.  Anyone with questions on the Brotherhood can contact any of the Officers  
 

Ken Keefer 
Brotherhood President 

Men’s Brotherhood 

The Men of St. Paul’s gather on the 2nd Saturday of each month for  breakfast, a 

brief business meeting and  devotions. All males in the congregation are wel-

come and invited to attend!   

Officers: Ken Keefer, President; Mike Heyser, Vice President; Randy Baldini 

Treasurer; Randy Arndt, Secretary  

Adult Sunday School with Pastor Dave Shank 9:30am  (A time of check-in 
and prayer) 
 

Children’s Sunday School: Pre-K to Grade 5 Meet via Google at 9:45am Contact 
the church office for more details. 

 

Wednesday Early Morning Prayer 6:30am 

 

Wednesday Bible Study Group 6:30pm: While our building is still closed, 
Wednesday Bible Study will continue. (When we are able to gather in person again, we will 
move back to Thursday night). We are studying Luke. These words help us to prepare for 
Advent. All are welcome to join us on Zoom!  

Youth Schedule:  Middle School and High School classes 
 
The Confirmation Class meets via Zoom at 9:45am 
 
The High School Class meets 9:45am for details contact the church office 
st.paulfulton@gmail.com 

Ongoing Events 
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December Events  

• Tuesday December 7th 7pm Evangelism meeting 

• Saturday, December 12th (Evangelism Event—Christmas cards) 

• Special Event “Virtual Christmas Open House” on Zoom Saturday December 19th 

3pm-4pm We will be inviting the congregation to share how they have decorated their home 

during the Advent Season as we prepare for Christmas online! 

• More information later. 

• Christmas Eve Service Virtual 

• 6:30pm 

• 8:30pm 

• Sunday School “Christmas Around the World” video reveal. 

Note: complete information on how to attend on line will be in your Christmas card and mass email 

 

• Christmas Day 

• Special pre-recorded Video of Lessons and Carols to watch at home at a time you wish. 
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Welcome to Council’s Corner: 

 

          
 

The council continues to meet virtually with special meetings as necessary to continue monitoring the situation with 

COVID-19.  Our regularly scheduled monthly meeting was held on November 3rd via ZOOM.  We began the meeting 

with a prayer from Pastor Carolyn and then moved on to old business.   

 

John updated us on the property and cemetery.  Most of the discussion was over routine concerns.  Council thanked 

him for all he is doing to keep the property going during these unusual and difficult times. 

We moved on to November activities which will include social outreach programs for the Angel tree, food baskets, etc.  

Pastor brought up Thanksgiving Eve services which will be all virtual.  Pastor is asking for a video from families on 

what they are thankful for to share.  There was an ask that all council members record their own videos to be shared.  

That service will be November 25th.   

It was required that we pass a continuing resolution for having online participation in congregational meetings, the 

next one scheduled for November 8, 2020.  Pastor Carolyn drafted one and the proposed text was submitted as follows: 

 

We discussed details for the congregational meeting.  We followed by discussing updating our protocols for in-person 

services with the changing environment with respect to COVID.  We will make decisions as we are given information, 

as we have been all year, following the guidance. 

The next agenda item was the 2020 Christmas schedule.  As of the publication of this council corner, the information 

has changed so will not be reflected here.   

Stay tuned for next months edition of Council’s Corner. 

 

Respectfully,  

 

Deb Cowell 

November Council 

Mindful of the ongoing COVID pandemic and State and Local guidelines for minimizing COVID exposure, particularly among 

vulnerable populations; the Congregation Council of St. Paul’s Lutheran Church resolves that confirmed, communing and 

contributing members of the congregation may participate in congregation meetings by synchronous electronic means for the 

purpose of establishing quorum, engaging in discussion, proposing action, and voting. 



Parish Staff 

Rev. Carolyn Shank 

Lead Pastor 443-474-2673 

leadpastor@stpaulslutheran.info 

Rev Dave C. Shank 

Associate Pastor 301-725-0241 

associatepastor@stpaulslutheran.info 

Tom Leeseberg-Lange 

Cantor 410-465-8825 

tom4813@verizon.net 

Administrative Assistant 301-725-0241  

Maya Wilcox (Mon 10-2 pm, Tues.-Fri. 9-1 pm) 

st.paulfulton@gmail.com 

Parish Council and Contacts 

President, Julie Smith 301-483-4774  

julie@stpaulslutheran.info 
 

Vice President, Russ Werner 301-421-1815 
russ@stpaulslutheran.info 
 

Secretary, Deborah L. Cowell 301-412-8145  

deb@stpaulslutheran.info 
 

Treasurer, Mark Slater 301-928-4300 

mark@stpaulslutheran.info 
 

Financial Secretary, Donna Frederick 301-776-9598  

donna@stpaulslutheran.info 

Evangelism, Pastor Dave Shank 301-725-0241 

Worship & Music, Betty Kerwin 301-725-2541  

betty@stpaulslutheran.info 
 

Social Outreach, Sue Bell sue@stpaulslutheran.info 

Christian Education Brittany Kovach  
brittany@stpaulslutheran.info 
 

Stewardship Sally Murphy 410-917-1022 

sally@stpaulslutheran.info 
 

Youth & Family, Amy Emad amy@stpaulslutheran.info 

Property John Murphy 410-917-1022 

john@stpaulslutheran.info 

Communications, Kerry Griffin 301-518-8460  

kerry@stpaulslutheran.info 
 

St. Paul’s Care Ministry 

 Judy Hewitt-Hassel                    410-442-8294  

prayerlist@stpaulslutheran.info 

Volume 13 Issue 12 News & Notes Special thanks to all our contributors and those 

that make the News & Notes possible! 

Special Notes: Have an item to share for the newsletter? 
Please submit items of interest by the 20th of the month 
for publication the first Sunday of the following month.  

Please let the church know of any Affirmations or 
people we should remember and other prayer re-
quests.  

Last But Not Least  

Photo releases: As we continue to update our 
website we need your help! We have people who 
take photos at events and we would like to high-
light these events through the website! But, we 
also respect your need for privacy. We will not 
post photos that show the faces of anyone under 
18. We also will not post your photo without your 
permission. We ask that you contact the church 
office via email or snail mail or put a note in the 
“communications box” in the office and let us 
know if you DO NOT want your image used on the 
site.  

Social Media - Kim Moseman 

Are you on Instagram or Twitter? If so, watch for infor-
mation about St. Paul’s on both!  

Instagram: stpaulsfulton and Twitter: @stpaulsfulton  


