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Upcoming Events: 
 

• SEP 2, 9, 16, 23, & 30 MORNING 

PRAYER WITH PASTOR DAVE 6:30AM 

• SEP 2, 9, 16, 23, & 30 EVENING 

BIBLE STUDY WITH PASTOR CAROLYN 

6PM 

• SEP 12 BROTHERHOOD 9AM 

• SEP 13 YOUTH KICK-OFF MEETING 

6:30PM 

• SEP 16 YOUTH-CHECK-IN 6:30PM 

• SEP 26 BROTHERHOOD CHECK-IN 9AM 

• SEP 23 FAITH IN THE MOVIES 7PM  

Worship Schedule 

All Worship and Activities continue on on-line platforms 

(Zoom and Discord [unless otherwise noted]). Please 

watch your e-mail for details. 

Sunday 8:30 am Socially Distanced in the Pavilion and 11:00 am via Zoom, Thursday 7 pm via Zoom  

Christian Education RALLY DAY 2020 is 
coming! 

Back-to-school is fast approaching and that will mean back 
to Sunday School as well, so Brittany, our Christian 
Education Chair, is asking the following: 

The following are forms for providing feedback regarding 
Sunday School in our current circumstances (Pre-K 
through College). There is a form to be filled out by a 
parent/guardian to provide the overall family perspective, 
as well as a youth form for family members that would like 
to provide their individual perspective.  Additionally, the 
final form is registration for Sunday School. 

Family Feedback Form: https://docs.google.com/forms/d/
e/1FAIpQLSfTmzGbWIDVzdiZEOYBX4f_7uZneL9TLD0TbLmYJMzmIRT_GA/
viewform?usp=sf_link 

Youth Feedback Form: https://docs.google.com/forms/d/
e/1FAIpQLSdajXZgTKbkEP47SDmyUlyiOHxv-VdPQ0QpB0ZyhP7PYRxstA/
viewform?usp=sf_link 

If you're ready to go ahead and sign up for Sunday School this fall, you can pre-register 
at: https://docs.google.com/forms/d/

150 Anniversary Celebration Continues 

What St. Paul Means… 

• Cathy Dymek …………………………………………. Page 10 

• Karen Jennings …………………………………….. Page 12 

VBS Virtual Bible School Aquarium a Huge Success! 

Thank you from Oceans of Creative Caring!                             

St. Paul’s Lutheran Church’s Virtual VBS 
Story page 18 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfTmzGbWIDVzdiZEOYBX4f_7uZneL9TLD0TbLmYJMzmIRT_GA/viewform?usp=sf_link
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Pastor’s Corner 

News & Notes 

 September 2020 

It’s September! Even on the humid days we 
are still experiencing, there is just a hint of 
fall somewhere in the air! With the end of 
August and beginning of September, there is 
typically the excitement and anticipation of a 
new school year. As we know, this year is a 
lot different. On the news, as they discuss the 
new school year, instead of seeing children 
loading onto their school buses, they are talk-
ing about how different things are right now. 
Instead of having our social media feeds 
loaded with children dressed up, with their 
full backpacks, standing on their front porch-
es with signs saying the grade they are begin-
ning…the photos are different. I’ve noticed 
that some of the students are still standing on 
their porch, they are holding their signs, but 
the final pictures are different. They aren’t of 
the student getting on the bus, they aren’t of 
the student walking into their school, they are 
back inside at home, sitting at their home 
learning space. Maybe its a corner of a room 
that their parents have redesigned and redeco-
rated as a learning area, sometimes its a place 
where a desk has been for a long time, but 
now it is where the student has a place for 
their computer, and they log on for virtual 
learning.  
  
 While the students ended the school 
year with virtual learning, it does feel differ-
ent now. The students will be in their online 
classes for longer periods of time this school 
year, and that has understandably caused 
stress for many families. We are doing all of 
this in order for us to keep the children as 
safe and healthy as we can. 
 
 For families juggling what this looks 
like for a new school year, there has been a 
certain amount of stress and anxiety over the 
last few weeks. If you are a parent feeling 
this, please know, you are not alone. Also 
know, you have been in the prayers of both 
Pastor Dave and myself. If you are not in the 
midst of dealing with this struggle, please 
join us in praying for everyone as they begin 
this new school year!  
 
 With all of this going on, and as we 
continue to navigate the COVID-19 pandem-

ic, its also impacting how things are “kicking 
off” this fall at St. Paul’s. We are continuing 
to monitor how things are going and we are 
looking at what Sunday school and confirma-
tion will look like for us. None of the deci-
sions are easy to make. None of the solutions 
are quite as simple as they may seem on the 
surface. We are in the midst of a big change 
as a society, and as a church. I appreciate 
your patience and understanding as we con-
tinue to navigate through these times! Please 
continue to monitor your emails, and our 
website to see the latest announcements and 
to see the opportunities we have here at St. 
Paul’s this fall!  
 

Peace,  

Pastor Carolyn+  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“Rejoice always, 

pray continually, 

give thanks in all 

circumstances; 

for this is God’s 

will for you in 

Christ Jesus “  

1 Thessalonians 

5:16-18 (NIV)  

 

 
 

God’s work,  

our hands. 
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Associate Pastor  

 
 

     “CHOICES!” 

 

 

September 2020 
Unrest. There seems to be so much unrest in 
“Choices!” 
 
During my sabbath vacation this past week I 
took some time to worship virtually at two dif-
ferent communities. One pastor’s message par-
ticularly touched me. At Resurrection Church - 
An Episcopal Congregation, a new church plant 
in Northwest Pennsylvania, the pastor used the 
Gospel message to talk about the choices that we 
have in front of us.  
 
Recently this has been emphasized even more in 
our current society. We have choices that we 
need to make every day. These choices not only 
affect us, but others. We realize now more than 
ever how intricately connected we all are. One’s 
actions, one’s choices affect another.  
 
As Christians we continually ponder the choices 
we make. We confess and pray about the things 
we have done, and the things we have left un-
done. As the summer season fades into this vast-
ly different autumn season, there are many 
choices that members of our church are facing. 
The parents in our community are making choic-
es about school, others are making choices about 
work, others are making choices about finances, 
and many of us are pondering about what choic-
es we make in regards to how much and how 
frequently we leave our homes as this COVID-19 
pandemic continues to spread across our world. 
We also have very personal choices that we are 
going to have to make within the next months as 
we approach a presidential election. In all these 
choices, I encourage each of us to approach 
them from a place of prayer, meditation, and 
contemplation. I also encourage us here at St. 
Paul’s to approach each other from a place of 
grace. A place of understanding, and a place of 
love.  
 
Pastor Carolyn and I wish for our church to be a 
place of hope in your life. A place where you can 
attend whether that is in person or virtually and 
feel connected to your siblings in Christ. Realiz-
ing that we are not always like-minded, or neces-
sarily agree on everything, our bond as siblings 
in Christ is stronger than our differences. Even 
though our choices may not always be the same 
or lead us down the same road in our lives, we 
all are united in the final destination, and that is 
to be united with our God and with one another 
in eternity.  
 
The pastor that I talked about earlier began their 
sermon with a well-known Robert Frost poem 
written in 1916 entitled, “The Road Not Tak-
en.” The pastor highlighted,  
 
“The poem is about a traveler walking through 
a wooded area coming upon a fork in the 

road.  The last line taken from that poem “Two 
roads diverge in a wood, and I took the road 
less traveled by.  And that has made all the dif-
ference.”” 
 
And then the pastor added this reflection,  
 
“Recently this theme of choices has been weigh-
ing heavily on my mind.  Maybe because we are 
in an election year and choices are all around 
us.  Choices of candidates, of ideology, policies 
and ideals.   Choices that will impact our na-
tion, our future and I believe in a very real way 
our world for years to come. But choices are not 
just found and experienced in an election 
year.  As if this is the only time in our lives that 
we need to make a choice.  As Christians, our 
lives are always about choices.  Choices that 
make a difference in our lives and have an im-
pact on our society.  Each day starts with a 
choice- the choice to follow Christ. A choice that 
will require us to take paths that are less trav-
eled.  Being in a relationship with Jesus, being 
people that follow him and live as his disciples 
means that we have to make choices that are 
guided by our faith and the way Jesus teaches 
us to live. A faith that by our baptismal cove-
nant is grounded in choices.  A covenant that 
requires us to renounce sinful desires and the 
evil forces of this world.  A way of living that 
calls us to resist evil in our daily lives, to pro-
claim our faith by word and example, to seek 
and serve Christ in all persons, to strive for jus-
tice and peace,  and to respect the dignity of 
every human being. Being disciples of Jesus 
means we choose to turn to him and accept his 
death on the cross for our sins, we put our trust 
in his grace and love that was shown to us in 
the empty tomb and we follow and obey him by 
living a life that makes a difference and work-
ing with God to create a world that resembles 
his love and the good stuff of his kingdom. Be-
ing a disciple of Jesus is all about choic-
es.  Choosing life over death.  Choosing God’s 
kingdom over this world.  Choosing to proclaim 
the good news even in times of despair.  Choos-
ing to see this world through eyes of an eternal 
perspective not through our limited physical 
eyes.  Choosing to see ourselves as beloved and 
called and not as condemned and 
judged.  Choosing love over hate.  Choosing 
God’s grace when the enemy wants to tell us we 
are nothing.  Choosing to deny ourselves, to 
take up our cross and to follow Jesus. Yes, fol-
lowing Jesus is about choosing the path we will 
travel.  Our own journey in life will take all of 
us to the place where the road will diverge.  As 
followers of Christ we are called to take the 
road less traveled.” 
 
(Pastor Dave’s article continued next page) 

Pastor Dave 



Page 4 

News & Notes 

 

 

 

“CHOICES“ 

Associate Pastor  (Continued) 

Pastor Dave 

 
This is also one of my favorite poems from our American heritage. And so, as that pastor began 
their message with it, I close mine. Please allow these words of Frost to speak to you and allow 
them to perhaps be a tool in guided prayer for you as you ponder your choices this autumn. 
 
 

The Road Not Taken, by Robert Frost, American Poet 
Two roads diverged in a yellow wood, 
And sorry I could not travel both 
And be one traveler, long I stood 
And looked down one as far as I could 
To where it bent in the undergrowth; 
 
Then took the other, as just as fair, 
And having perhaps the better claim, 
Because it was grassy and wanted wear; 
Though as for that the passing there 
Had worn them really about the same, 
 
And both that morning equally lay 
In leaves no step had trodden black. 
Oh, I kept the first for another day! 
Yet knowing how way leads on to way, 
I doubted if I should ever come back. 
 
I shall be telling this with a sigh 
Somewhere ages and ages hence: 
Two roads diverged in a wood, and I— 
I took the one less traveled by, 
And that has made all the difference. 
 

Best and Blessings, 

 

 Pastor Dave +  
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He (Jesus) said to 

them "Love the 

Lord your God 

with all your 

heart, with all 

your soul, and 

with all your 

mind.  This is the 

greatest and most 

important 

command.  The 

second is like 

it:  Love your 

neighbor as 

yourself."  

Matthew  

22:37-39  

               September 2020 Newsletter 

August 26, 2020 

 

Greetings my brothers and sisters in Christ!   

Summer is coming to an end.  The doors of our church remain closed, but we have adapted to our 

online and Sunday morning pavilion services.  Many are thankful that we have started Commun-

ion again.  I am grateful that we have a way to worship together.  I am finding it hard to turn on 

the news these days with protests, civil unrest, another shooting, wildfires and hurricanes, and 

the election in November.  The good news is that Maryland's COVID-19 positive numbers are 

under 4%.   

Council will meet Tuesday, September 1, 2020, via Zoom.  One of the topics of discussion will be 

our fall congregational meeting; how we can safely meet in a hybrid setting (Zoom and in parking 

lot or pavilion.)  Thanks to our synod, I have been able to attend some forums for Council Presi-

dents in Maryland and Delaware.  I find comfort that we meet and discuss how each church is 

running during this time.  As each congregation moves forward, we have to adapt to what we 

know and the unknown.  I appreciate your grace during these times of inevitable change.  With 

patience, grace, each other, and God, we can get through this.  During all this, I do find strength 

in the Scriptures. 

I will leave you with a “reading from Romans 12:9-21”  

“Let love be genuine; hate what is evil, hold fast to what is good; love one another with mutual 

affection; outdo one another in showing honor. Do not lag in zeal; be ardent in spirit, serve the 

Lord.  Rejoice in hope, be patient in suffering, persevere in prayer. Contribute to the needs of the 

saints; extend hospitality to strangers. Bless those who prosecute you; bless and do not curse 

them. Rejoice with those who rejoice, weep with those who weep. Live in harmony with one an-

other; do not be haughty, but associate with the lowly; do not claim to be wiser than you are. Do 

not repay anyone evil with evil, but take thought for what is noble in the sight of all. If it is possi-

ble, so far as it depends on you, live peaceably with all. Beloved, never avenge yourself, but leave 

room for the wrath of God, for it is written, "Vengeance is mine, I will repay, says the Lord." No, 

"if your enemies are hungry, feed them; if they are thirsty, give them something to drink; for by 

doing this, you will heap burning coals on their heads." Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome 

evil with good.” 

Peace be with you, 

.Julie  

Council President 
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“Get used to 

different”  

• St. Paul’s is planning on providing boxed lunches for Grassroots in September 

and perhaps beyond. Watch for more information about the initiative and on how 

to become involved. 

• Thanksgiving is coming up and we will be having a special Zoom event. 

• What are you thankful for in your life? 

• What are you doing to give thanks for these blessings? 

• Watch for a congregational letter coming soon. 

 

Peace, 

Stewardship 

Sally 

Murphy Sally Murphy 
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“Verily I say unto you, in as 
much as ye did it not to one 
of the least of these, ye did it 
not to me.’’ 

MATTHEW 22:37b-39 

Volume 13, Issue 09 

Amazon Smile- 
Thanks to all those who donated to St. Paul’s using Amazon Smile. You can continue to do so all year long by 
going to the church website at this link https://stpaulslutheran.info/donate#amazon  There, 
click on the Amazon Smile image. Then you will be taken to the Amazon website. A pop-up will ask if you 
want to make St. Paul's your Amazon Smile charity. Click "Yes," then shop as normal. 
 
Giving— 
Even though our doors are closed our expenses continue. You are encouraged to continue to mail in your of-
fering to church or to give via Pay pal button on our website. https://stpaulslutheran.info/donate  

If you need your statement please email frederickdonna@verizon.net.  Your statement 
can be sent via email.  
.  
If anyone would like an envelope or pledge card please contact Sally Murphy 
saljo98@msn.com or email Donna Frederick.  
 

From the Evangelism Committee: 

We usually meet the 1st Monday of the month at 7pm on Zoom.  This month we met Sept. 8th at 7pm 

In August, we had another movie watch party and discussion about “Case for Christ” by Lee Stroebel on 

August 29th. “Processing our World” a safe time of discussion, reflection and prayer continued with a dis-

cussion of being “Being Grace Filled”. If you are interested to learn more about “Processing Our World” or 

joining Evangelism, please contact Pastor Dave.  
 

Movie Night: September 23rd 7pm “Luther” 2003 release 
 

Reminders: Will keep you advised of any outings, virtual or otherwise for the fall.   

 

Activities that are in the works: Some ideas to think about from 
Pastor Dave: 
• Virtual Rally Day Video (October) 
• Halloween Social Event (October, more details to come) 
• Virtual Time of Giving Thanks ZOOM (November) 
• Virtual Advent/Gathering Open Houses ZOOM (December) 

 

We continue to work with the L.E.A.D. team in finding ways to connect with the community.  

There are opportunities in the works to provide boxed lunches to Grassroots. 

Join us as we search for other opportunities and service projects with a 150th flair. 
 

 

https://stpaulslutheran.info/donate
mailto:frederickdonna@verizon.net


Page 8 

News & Notes 

Currently, Senior Fellowship is on hold during COVID-19 restrictions. 

We look forward to resuming our luncheons as soon as possible. Stay 

safe, stay well. 

Joe & Cathy. 

 

St. Paul’s Senior Fellowship 

Youth Choir-               

Tuesdays from 7 to 7:45pm. 

Bell Choir-           Meets 

in the Bells Room, Tuesdays at 7pm  

Chancel Choir-   meets           

Thursdays from  7 to 8:30pm          

All practices suspended until 

further notice. 

Music– Notable Events   

Audio Recordings  

Check out the website for recordings of 

St. Paul’s services. All services from the 

last 2 months can be found under  Gal-

lery/Audio. Just click http://

stpaulslutheran.info/messages/sermon-

audio 

 

Women’s Group 

The Women of St. Paul’s will  meet October 3rd 9am to 11 am. We have a new 

topic, “Inspired” by Rachel Held Evens” Contact  Julie Smith or               

Sandy August for more information.  All women are welcome to join.  

We normally meet  the 1st Saturday of the month 9 am to 11 am.   

Note:  

1) We follow Howard County School’s inclement weather policy. If the schools are closed that 
day we will not have the meeting. However if, they are delayed, our meeting will go on as 
planned. 

2) In December, the members of Senior Fellowship created “God’s Grace Bags” that contained 
items that could be given to someone that is homeless or in need. The congregation has em-
braced this ministry and to date 75 bags have been created.  At this time, in order to continue, 
we are asking the congregation for cash donations to purchase the necessary items to fill more 
bags.  The items purchased will continue to be non-perishable so that you can keep a bag in 
your car. The bags will be updated with contents appropriate for the weather.  If you would 
like to donate funds, please designate them for Senior Fellowship. 

http://stpaulslutheran.info/messages/sermon-audio
http://stpaulslutheran.info/messages/sermon-audio
http://stpaulslutheran.info/messages/sermon-audio


11795 Route 216                           
Fulton MD 20759 

Phone: 301-725-0241 

Email: 

st.paulfulton@gmail.com 

We’re on the Web! 

www.stpaulslutheran.info  

 

A Congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church of America 

S T .  P A U L ’ S  L U T H E R A N  C H U R C H  

“Like” us on Facebook!         

For a while now we have had a St. Paul’s Facebook group, we also have 
a public page! Find us and click “like” and share and watch us for an-
nouncements! Tell your friends too! 

 www.facebook.com/StPaulsFulton  

(St. Paul’s Social Media) 

“Follow” us on Twitter! https://twitter.com/stpaulsfulton 

“Tag” us on Instagram! https://www.instagram.com/stpaulsfulton/ 

Sept. 6th—14th Sunday of Pentecost 

Ezekiel 33:7-11; Psalm 119:33-40 (35); Romans 13:8-14; 
Matthew 18:15-20  
 

Sept. 13th– 15th Sunday of Pentecost 
Genesis 50:15-21; Psalm 103:[1-7] 8-13 (8) ;Romans 14:1-12; 
Matthew 18:21-35  
 

Sept. 20th– 16th Sunday of Pentecost 
Jonah 3:10-4:11; Psalm 145:1-8 (8) ;Philippians 1:21-30;  
Matthew 20:1-16  

Lectionary Readings for the Month 
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Women’s Daily Grace— “Nothing can Separate Us” 
8/31/2020 

The word love is probably one of the most overused words in the English lan-

guage. We love everything! We love chocolate cake; we love football; we love our 

parents or children; and, of course, we love God. 

Love is the center of countless movies, novels, and songs. As children, we did not 

fully understand the importance or the need for God’s love. But now that we’re 

older, we know life is unpredictable. We also know that God’s love abounds. 

I’m not sure what is in store for us tomorrow or next week or next year. But I do know that nothing can sepa-

rate us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus! Nothing–not life or death. Not financial turmoil, not so-

cial distancing, not COVID-19, not rampant racism, not suffering or sickness, successes, or failures. 

Nothing can separate us from God’s love! 

 

This message is an excerpt from “Hope is all the more precious” by Angela T. Khabeb in the June 2020 issue of Café. 

Sept. 27th– 17th Sunday of Pentecost 
Ezekiel 18:1-4, 25-32; Psalm 25:1-9 (6); Philippians 2:1-

13;  Matthew 21:23-32  

Oct. 4th—18th Sunday of Pentecost 

Isaiah 5:1-7; Psalm 80:7-15 (14, 15); Philippians 3:4b-14; 

Matthew 21:33-46  

http://www.facebook.com/StPaulsFulton
https://www.boldcafe.org/hope-is-all-the-more-precious/


 
By: Kerry Griffin  

St. Paul’s Archivist  

September 1, 2020 

Tales from the Archives is a presentation 

from the Archives at St. Paul’s.  

Contributions of items of significance to 

the Church History or contributions of sto-

ries are welcome and encouraged.  

Please submit by the 20th of the month. 

It is the goal of the Archive to preserve 

the Church History and make selected 

portions of it known to the congregation 

from time to time.  

I can be contacted at:  

301.518.8460 cell  

kerrygriffin@verizon.net  

What’s happening in the Archive? 

 Article on “What St. Paul’s Means to me” by 

Cathy Dymek 

 Article on “what St. Paul’s Means to me by 

Karen Jennings. 

 Watch for more happenings in September 

News & Notes 
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What St. Paul’s Means 

 to Me 

When I first signed up to write 

something about what St. Paul’s 

means to me, I thought it would 

be easy with so much family histo-

ry. I even selected the month of 

August because my father, Benja-

min Kline Bassler, had family 

members that have been here for 

many generations and his birth-

day was August 31st. His paternal 

great grandparents, Christian and 

Barbara Roeder Bassler as well as 

George and Katherine Kraft Diek-

er were members and buried at St. 

Paul’s.  Their children, John 

Gustave Bassler and Dora Dieker 

married and went on to have 10 

children. One of those was my 

grandfather Benjamin Frederick 

Bassler. My grandfather married 

Gertrude Alice Kline whose family 

linked us to the Orndorffs and 

Maucks through marriage. Even 

with all of this genealogical history 

making me a 5th generation mem-

ber of St. Paul’s, I came to realize 

that my feelings towards the 

church were not static but have 

evolved over time. 

As a child, we went to church at 

St. Paul’s because the Bassler fam-

ily always did.  I was baptized, 

confirmed and married in the 

church and our children were bap-

tized at St. Paul’s. There was never 

a question as to why you went to 

church.  A large portion of your 

life was contained with the church 

walls – family, friends and faith. I 

remember going to Sunday School 

every Sunday and I can still re-

member most of the teachers I 

had including Aunt Ethel Miles, 

Mrs. Blitz, Elaine Bentz, Helen 

Thompson, Eldon Hart and my 

mom.  We sang songs like Jesus 

Loves Me, Zaccheus was a Wee 

Little Man, There were 12 Disci-

ples and Hear the Pennies Drop-

ping. This was a time in the 

church when girls did not acolyte 

and children did not participate in 

monthly communion until con-

firmed.   

Our class confirmation was in 

June on Pentecost as it had always 

been. I still remember being so 

pleased that my maternal grand-

mother, a non-church-goer, came 

to church for my confirmation. In 

high school, you could participate 

in Luther League which was our 

youth group. It was so nice to have 

those friends and we were always 

doing something fun.  I, 

along with others my 

age, began singing in 

the choir at age 14 and I 

continued to sing in the 

choir for over 25 years. 

It was what many of us 

did since our parents 

sang in the choir as 

well.  I spent many 

years sitting between 

Marian Whitfield and 

Charlotte Selby with 

Nancy Gaither and my 

Mom completing the 

best row of altos any-

one could ask for. We 

laughed and talked and 

even did some singing 

as well. My dad and his 

beautiful bass voice 

actually sang for 50 

years. 

(Cathy Dymek’s story 
continues next page) 
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This year marks 40 years ago that Joe and I were married 

at St. Paul’s by Pastor Skarsten. Some of you will remem-

ber him and his family as fondly as we do.  In 1980, St. 

Paul’s did not have air conditioning and we picked a won-

derful June day that turned out to be 98 degrees.  At that 

time, we still used the beautiful red front doors and the 

stone terrace in front of them. The church still had the 

large red dossal cloth, an altar facing the wall and a com-

munion rail in the chancel.  It was beautiful and it was 

filled with people that cared about us. 

When our children were baptized at St. Paul’s, it seemed 

like the normal progression of life.  Our children always 

went to Sunday School and then Joe would sit in the back 

pew with the kids during church as I continued to sing in 

the choir.  For 9 years, I actually directed the choir, filling 

a need “until they found someone.” Music was such a 

large and important part of my religious experience.  

But, like with so many people, things happen in church 

and in life, and there are changes.  While we left St. Paul’s 

for a few years and attended First Lutheran in Ellicott 

City, St. Paul’s was really still “home”. When we returned, 

it seemed natural. And while new people had come and 

others had gone, there was comfort in those we knew and 

frankly, comfort in this building and all that had taken 

place here.  

Even with the passage of time, this place is still very com-

fortable.  Now, it is a place to serve others and a place to 

continue to grow in faith.  For several years, I had wanted 

to begin a ministry serving the older population of the 

church.  When Joe retired, we made that a reality with the 

creation of Senior Fellowship.  Initially, our ministry was 

to be one of fun and fellowship. However, it has developed 

into a ministry of caring, service and love. 

It is now apparent to me that St. Paul’s has gone from be-

ing a weekly childhood requirement to a place of service 

and a place of faith.  It has gone from an old building to a 

place filled with God and his people. I am truly blessed. 

 

Cathy Dymek 
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What St. Paul’s Means to me 

SIGNS...they are everywhere! Telling us what to do, what 

not to do, how to do something, where to go, where not 

to go; advertisements urging us to buy this or that or vote 

for him or her. Some are small and difficult to see or 

read, others huge like billboards. I remember our son so 

carefully following the traffic and road signs when he was 

learning to drive. Yikes! There are also "signs" that tell us 

something is about to happen, such as a thunderstorm, 

political unrest, and in today's world, a viral pandemic. 

Yes, there were apparently many "signs" that a pandemic 

could easily invade our lives! And now, so many signs out 

there urging us to wear masks, social distance, wash our 

hands! Even signs on the floor in grocery stores telling us 

how far we should stand apart from each other in line! 

There are many miraculous "signs" in the Bible, one of 

the most memorable being the Star of Bethlehem an-

nouncing the birth of Jesus Christ and leading the Magi 

to Him. There is the "Book of Signs" in the beginning of 

the Gospel of John which speaks of seven notable events 

or miracles performed by Jesus, such as the changing of 

water into wine at Cana, Jesus feeding the 5000, and Je-

sus walking on water. 

God constantly sends us "signs" of his grace and love that 
leave us in awe and wonder! 

I also remembered a song about signs. I could recall 

some of the lyrics and a bit of the tune, but had to look it 

up. It is actually called "Signs" and it was written by Les 

Emmerson, of the Five Man Electrical Band, a Canadian 

rock band from the early 1970's that I had never heard of. 

Anyway, the story goes that he was "road-tripping" on 

Route 66 in California and noticed the beautiful scenery 

was obscured by many billboards and signs. From this 

experience, he wrote the lyrics to the song that describe 

four instances of encountering signs that angered or con-

cerned him. It became a hit both here in the US and in 

Canada. And, don't forget the song, "Love Shack", by the 

B-52's. It starts off with, "If you see a little sign by the 

side of the road that says...". 

So, where am I going with all of this about signs? And how 
does it relate to the question, 
"What does St. Paul's mean to me?" 

Mike and I moved into our current home in late 1997 and 

married in April of 1998, in a Lutheran church in Reister-

stown that I was attending at the time. We decided on 

this area of Howard County because it was centrally lo-

cated for our job commutes, and we had heard the 

schools were good. Important for the future! We were 

busy with our new life, learning about the area, deciding 

what grocery stores and restaurants were nearby, etc. 

It was also important to us that we find a church in the 

area. I was raised Lutheran, Mike, Catholic. We were a 

little indecisive at that time about which denomination 

we wanted to pursue. I have to say that I very much 

wanted to find a Lutheran church. Then, one day, I was 

driving north on Route 29 from the Burtonsville area, 

heading home, and I saw, YES, you guessed it, a SIGN. A 

small, partially hidden by foliage, SIGN, with an arrow 

pointing west and the words barely readable, "St. Paul's 

Lutheran Church". Now, the traffic circles were not there 

yet and neither was the community of Maple Lawn. But 

we followed this sign and found our church! 

And I suppose you can say, "The rest is history". We did 

not look further. I remember being warmly welcomed by 

Pastor Rod and the congregation. I was immediately awe

-struck by the physical beauty of the church. I still am. 

Mike and I became members of St Paul's and joined the 

congregation. Judy Hewitt was our new member spon-

sor, thank you Judy! 

A couple of years later, our son, Eric, was born, on Au-

gust 17, 2000.1 remember those back-of -the-church-

pew days so well! He was baptized at St. Paul's by Pas-

tor Rod in November of that year, and celebrated his 

First Communion, in 2008, again, officiated by Pastor 

Rod. He attended Sunday School regularly and was con-

firmed when Pastor Carolyn joined our church. Eric's 

confirmation class was her first class at St. Paul's! It was 

a great group of kids. I think this class holds a special 

place in her heart. He went on to attend Road Trip, un-

der the guidance of Pastor Carolyn, to Detroit, while in 

high school. What an experience for him! He is now a 

rising junior at University of Maryland, College Park! 

How time flies! 

 
(Karen Jennings’ story continues next page) 
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What St. Paul's Means (continued) 

Over the years, it has been a blessing and a comfort to us knowing that we have had, and will always 

have, a nurturing and caring church family at St. Paul's. We have found it rewarding to serve and 

give back to our church by assisting with ushering and with various church functions, such as the 

annual Yard Sale, which was sorely missed this year! 

 
I taught Sunday School for a couple of years and served on Council for two years as Chair of Chris-
tian Education. These were very rewarding experiences for me, both spiritually and personally. I 
learned a lot about how the church council leads and manages a Church, and about teaching young 
children the Bible and religion. Speaking of LEAD, I am a recent member of the LEAD committee, 
and I serve on the 150th Anniversary committee, which is continuing to come up with creative ideas 
to celebrate our wonderful heritage as a congregation. More to come on that in the near future. Just 
wait and see! 
 

Most recently, I have become involved in the Adult Sunday School class led by Pastor Dave. We have such lively, in-

teresting, spiritually uplifting discussions, both in person and on ZOOM. I have learned so much more about the Bi-

ble and how these ancient writings can relate to our world today. In today's uncertain and complicated times, this has 

been such a comfort. 

So, what does St Paul's REALLY mean to me? Family, friends, community, spiritual comfort, religious education, 

thoughtful and powerful prayer, a safe place to unburden, a forever SIGN of God's enduring and everlasting LOVE. 

God's Peace to all of you, 

Karen Jennings 
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Property Committee Notes for September Newsletter (as of Aug 2020) 

1. Workman’s comp audit was completed and turned in. Found that the quarterly 941’s did not 

sync with the number on the budget or the biweekly payroll statements. Sent copies of all the 

above mentioned to Hartford insurance. 

 

2. We brought in a new company to work on the AC problem. Doug is much more knowledgea-

ble on commercial units and I am confident will come to a resolution soon. I am disputing a 

$636.oo bill from Sovereign Service, who was hired to repair the unit and didn’t. 

 

3. Grass cutting continues with the help of Pastor Dave. The Husqvarna mower threw the deck 

belt. When ordering a new belt, from the serial numbers on the mower, we found the deck 

did not match the mower.  We also discovered that the deck was coming apart. We were able 

to make the belt work and weld the deck together, but it was in such poor shape, this could 

only be a temporary fix. We therefore order a new mower which will be delivered on Tues-

day, 9/1, between 4 and 8 pm. 

 

4. We had a pane of glass in the kitchen door of the Parsonage break and in doing so, found that 

the four panes of glass in the door was not safety glass, as required by code. We had the glass 

measured and will install all four panes in house.  

5. During the storm on August 4th, we found leaks in the roof of the kitchen and parish hall. The 
roof was under warranty, so I called Prestige Roofing who informed me that they were no 
longer in business, but would give me the number of a handyman that we could hire. I went 

up on the roof and found the EPDM against the bell tower had come loose. I reattached the 
membrane. 

Thanks, to all those persons who have helped out in the past and also to those who 
have volunteered to help going forward. 

John Murphy 
Property Committee Chairman 
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Men’s Brotherhood Notes: 

Men’s Brotherhood Notes from August 2020 virtual meeting: 
 
1. We discussed the actions that the Church Council had decided regarding COVID-19. 
2. We discussed current Property Committee projects which are on Hold for the time being 
3. We had a brief devotional on led by Pr. Dave. 
4. We decided to have a virtual ZOOM Check-in meeting on August 22nd at 9:00am. 
 
The Men’s Brotherhood is open to all men in the congregation of any age.  We will meet on the 2nd Saturday of each month 
virtually at 9:00 until the Covid-19 threat is over.  We will also have member check in meetings on the 4th Saturday of the 
Month also at 9:00.  Anyone with questions on the Brotherhood can contact any of the Officers  

Ken Keefer 
Brotherhood President. 

Men’s Brotherhood 

The Men of St. Paul’s gather on the 2nd Saturday of each month for  breakfast, a 

brief business meeting and  devotions. All males in the congregation are wel-

come and invited to attend!   

Officers: Ken Keefer, President; Mike Heyser, Vice President; Randy Baldini 

Treasurer; Randy Arndt, Secretary  

Adult Sunday School with Pastor Dave Shank 9:30am  (A time of check-in 
and prayer) 
 

Children’s Sunday School: Pre-K to Grade 5 Rally Day is coming. 

 See you in the fall. 

 

Wednesday Bible Study Group: While our building is still closed, Wednesday Bible 
Study will continue. (When we are able to gather in person again, we will move back to 
Thursday night). We are studying the lament Psalms. These Psalms give us words to cry out 
in the midst of struggle and sorrow, and they also affirm our trust in God! All are welcome to 
join us on Zoom!  

Youth Schedule:  Middle School and High School classes 
 

• September 13th Virtual Kick-off 6:30pm 

• Rally Day Fair Video Everyone put on your thinking cap. More information to be 
announced. Submissions deadline Oct 1st. Air date October 11th. 

 
Events for Everyone: 
 

• Faith in the Movies:  September 23rd Luther 2003 release after Bible 
study 7pm 

 

Upcoming  Events 
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• Tuesday October 8th 7pm Evangelism 

meeting 
• Wednesday Movie Night October 14th, 

7pm—We will watch the movie Signs 
• Sunday October 25th Reformation 

Sunday 10am 
• Sunday October 25th 3pm-4pm—Plans 

for a socially distanced Trunk-Or-Treat are  is 

in the works. (More information later.) 

• Monday November 9th 7pm 

Evangelism meeting 
• Wednesday Movie Night November 18th (Movie and time to be announced.) 
• Special Event Thanksgiving Zoom Monday November 23rd (More information later.) 
 

 

 

 

 
 

• Tuesday December 7th 7pm Evangelism meeting 

• Wednesday Movie Night December 16th (Movie and time to be announced) 

• Special Event “Christmas Open House” on Zoom Saturday December 19th 3pm-4pm (More 

information later) 

October Events  

November Events  

December Events  
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Thank you to all who took part students and parents, made videos, or helped in any way make this possible 

from Oceans of Creative Caring!                             

St. Paul’s Lutheran Church’s Virtual VBS 

As many of you know, 
last month we had vir-
tual VBS. Our pro-
gram was called 
"Oceans of Creative 
Caring." It contained 
videos of most of our 
usual VBS activities, 
plus some extra things, 
too.  

(Links were embedded 
in each days’ Aquarium 
to take you to music, 
crafts, etc. ) 

Though it would have 
been much more fun to 
have in person VBS, 
one of the bonuses of 
the virtual format was 
that the whole church 
could participate!  

 

 

(Brittany Kovech, Christian Education Chair, composed all the music for our program this year. Barbara Ball was the coordina-
tor again this year.) 

 

In case you are interested, we had 38 participants (Four of these campers were from out of state: Maine, Nebraska, and New 
Jersey.) 

 

Well done everyone and again, a heartfelt thanks from all of the St. Paul’s family! 
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Welcome to Council’s Corner: 

The council continues to meet virtually with special meetings as necessary to continue 

monitoring the situation with COVID-19.  Our regularly scheduled monthly meeting was 

held on August 4th via ZOOM.   

We began the meeting with a prayer from Pastor Carolyn and then moved on to old business.   

John began with a property/cemetery report and discussed the sealing and striping of the parking lot, fire 

alarm inspection, and work on the spackling and repainting in one of the restrooms upstairs by George 

Mader.  John identified some air conditioner issues a roof leak as well.  He is working on getting them re-

solved.  A subject of importance is that people have been entering the church building, even though it is 

posted as closed.  Anyone that enters the building should have prior authorization from John to maintain 

sanitary conditions.  This is now prompting council to come up with a plan on securing the property further.   

In person worship has been in effect for four times as of the meeting, and at the last one communion was 

offered.  Pastor Carolyn seemed to think it worked well and brought emotion to her and others since this is 

the first time receiving communion after being quarantined for so long.  Pastor Carolyn is trying to keep ex-

tended distance within the guidelines.  Next steps for in person in the pavilion are to begin having music 

that is listened to, not sung.  Still working on Wi-Fi extensions and adding communion via Zoom.  The evan-

gelism team is working on reaching out to those who cannot attend by Zoom, etc. and take communion ele-

ments to them. 

Other items of interest include progress on the financial audit.  The council appreciates the hard work being 

done to accomplish this task.  It was agreed upon to continue the program supporting delivery of box lunch-

es for Grass Roots.  Council would like to institute a donation program with matching funds for future 

months to continue support.  Brittany gave an update for the upcoming virtual VBS.  Everything is ready 

and starts the second week of August.   

Pavilion usage by AA is moving forward but they have not started yet.  Yoga happening in the pavilion on 

Wednesday and George Made is using the pavilion for the boy scouts and everyone is asked to follow our 

guidelines.   

Mark asked about getting started with budgets for next year.  Pastor Carolyn said the Synod will give some 

guidance and there will be a seminar on the topic.  Pastor Dave and Pastor Carolyn are trying to work out 

vacation times.  They will keep us posted.   

Stay tuned for next months edition of Council’s Corner. 

 

Respectfully,  

 

Deb Cowell 

                      August Council 
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Secretary, Deborah L. Cowell 301-412-8145  
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Treasurer, Mark Slater 301-928-4300 
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Evangelism, Pastor Dave Shank 301-725-0241 

Worship & Music, Betty Kerwin 301-725-2541 

Social Outreach, Sue Bell jfsdbell@verizon.net 

Christian Education Brittany Kovach  

bmransbottom@gmail.com 

Stewardship Sally Murphy 410-917-1022 

Saljo98@msn.com 
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Volume 13 Issue 09 News & Notes Special thanks to all our contributors and those 

that make the News & Notes possible! 

Special Notes: Have an item to share for the newsletter? 
Please submit items of interest by the 20th of the month 
for publication the first Sunday of the following month.  

Please let the church know of any Affirmations or 
people we should remember and other prayer re-
quests.  

Last But Not Least  

Photo releases: As we continue to update our 
website we need your help! We have people who 
take photos at events and we would like to high-
light these events through the website! But, we 
also respect your need for privacy. We will not 
post photos that show the faces of anyone under 
18. We also will not post your photo without your 
permission. We ask that you contact the church 
office via email or snail mail or put a note in the 
“communications box” in the office and let us 
know if you DO NOT want your image used on the 
site.  

Social Media - Kim Moseman 

Are you on Instagram or Twitter? If so, watch for infor-
mation about St. Paul’s on both!  

Instagram: stpaulsfulton and Twitter: @stpaulsfulton  


