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Worship Schedule

301-725-0241

August 2020

All Worship and Activities continue on on-line platforms
(Zoom and Discord [unless otherwise noted]). Please
watch your e-mail for details.

Sunday 8:30 am Socially Distanced in the Pavilion and 11:00 am via Zoom, Thursday 7 pm via Zoom

Communion added to 8:30 Worship, coming to virtual
In March, when the reality of the Coronavirus hit, and it became necessary to close our
church building for the health and safety of others, I don’t think most of us realized the
extent of what was going to happen. Many of us thought we would be a virtual church
for a few weeks, maybe a month, but I don’t think we thought we would be going on five
months and not back to a fuller in-person schedule. As online worship services were
developed, there were many conversations among Bishops, Pastors and Deacons of
what that means for our sacramental life. There was a call from our Presiding Bishop to
fast from receiving Holy Communion until we could be together in-person to share this
meal together, since community is such an important part of the Sacrament. ...page 2

VBS Rescheduled for August 10-14th

Upcoming Events:
•
•
•
•
•
•

AUG 5, 12, 19, & 20 MORNING
PRAYER WITH PASTOR DAVE 6:30AM
AUG 5, 12, 19, & 20 EVENING BIBLE
STUDY WITH PASTOR CAROLYN 6PM
AUG 8 BROTHERHOOD 9AM
AUG 20 “PROCESSING OUR WORLD”
WITH PASTOR DAVE 7PM
AUG 29 BROTHERHOOD CHECK-IN 9AM
AUG 29 FIAITH IN THE MOIVES 7PM

Inside this issue:

Preschool thru 5th grade
Cost: Free for VBS daily links/$10 if receiving a VBS box filled with all your
Supplies.
Dive into an exciting week of virtual VBS at Oceans of Creative Caring! Join
Dana the Dolphin and Herman the Hermit Crab as they explore 5 Bible stories
that teach us how to care for those around us. Create crafts to share God’s love
with your family and friends. Sing uplifting songs and exercise through your
prayer challenges! Join them in Zoom to meet new friends and reconnect with
friends from past VBS sessions. All this as God teaches us how to Creatively
Care for the world around us.
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Pastor’s Corner

August 2020

“Rejoice always,
pray continually,
give thanks in all
circumstances;
for this is God’s
will for you in
Christ Jesus “
1 Thessalonians
5:16-18 (NIV)

of. This limits the amount of interaction with
the elements themselves. Then, how do we
In March, when the reality of the Coronavirus safely eat and drink this together? Touching
hit, and it became necessary to close our
masks, contaminating the mask, possibly
church building for the health and safety of
struggling with opening the packaging, one
others, I don’t think most of us realized the
question after another. That is why we are
extent of what was going to happen. Many of serving communion as “carry out.” Again, not
us thought we would be a virtual church for a something I thought I would ever endorse,
few weeks, maybe a month, but I don’t think but I never thought we would be going
we thought we would be going on five months through this pandemic either! To serve comand not back to a fuller in-person schedule.
munion in this way, takes away the need to
As online worship services were developed,
remove masks while together, gives you the
there were many conversations among Bish- opportunity to wash your hands after having
ops, Pastors and Deacons of what that means been out, of letting the cup sit for a time if you
for our sacramental life. There was a call from are letting items brought into your home sit
our Presiding Bishop to fast from receiving
for a day or so before using them, and continHoly Communion until we could be together uing to be able to socially distance!
in-person to share this meal together, since
Now, all that being said, I realize
community is such an important part of the
there are a few stumbling blocks that can
Sacrament. This is a call I fully embraced. I
arise. One may be concerns with this type of
watched some of the chatter among coldistribution of the meal even with the precauleagues from various denominations and
throughout the country as these debates went tions being taken. I want you to hear this,
THAT IS OKAY! If you are ready to come to
on. I have had an ongoing internal debate
our outdoor service, but are not ready to take
going on in my head and in my heart.
communion in this way, or you are not comThis internal debate got me to a place fortable doing this, please know, that is a
where I could tell you reasons I did not agree faithful response! Taking communion is not
with “online communion” but I was strugsomething you should feel coerced into doing
gling to find reasons why I did agree with it.
if you are not comfortable with it. During the
Again, thinking this wouldn’t be going on for last in-person services we had in March, I
as long as it has. As time has moved on, and
announced that if you were not comfortable
there are so many factors to consider, we have receiving communion due to the virus startstarted with our in-person, socially distanced, ing to spread, then that was okay. That is still
service where we wear masks. We did this for okay!
a few weeks before adding communion.
This meal is one of the ways God’s
For months, I’ve been trying to figure grace is shown in our lives. It is not someout what this would look like. How can we
thing which should cause us worry or anxiety
safely take communion? Coming forward to
over the eating and drinking of it. So, know
receive the bread from someone’s hand is not that if you are not in a place where you are
socially distanced. There are various docuready for this, God’s grace is continuing to
ments which have given guidance on how this pour into you in other ways!
could work, and each time I read one of them,
red flags were going up, thinking, “I’m not
sure how this will work.” But, with the help of (Continued on page 3)
some others in our congregation, we came up
with a plan. The pre-packaged communion
(which to be honest, I NEVER thought I
would use!) was the best thing we could think
Page 2
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Carolyn’s Corner (Continued)
Now, you may be wondering what about if
you are not comfortable coming to in-person
services, but you are missing the sacrament
too? Admittedly, this has been more of a
struggle to figure out for me. But, later in
August, we will begin implementing communion in our Zoom services. There have
been a few things to think through with this
and if you would like to talk more about
them, let me know! For now, let me share
some logistics.

Zoom is a faithful response in the midst of
this pandemic, not communing either with
the “carry out” cups, or online is a faithful
response.

The sacraments are a very important
part of our faith life together. I have been
missing being at the table with you all. When
I started taking communion, I used to take it
on the first Sunday of the month and holidays, that was it! When I went to seminary,
the first church I was assigned to had weekly
If you would like to take communion communion (my home church did move to
during these Zoom services, you will be inthat practice as well), but we also had comvited to bring your own bread and wine or
munion at school on Wednesdays, so I bebread and grape juice. The bread you bring
came used to communion two times a week.
can be in various forms, a slice from a loaf, a As an intern, serving in a congregation that
roll, a piece of pita, a cracker (sort of like a
had weekly communion, I found myself
wafer), a rice cracker, things of that nature. missing the Wednesday communion. My
NOT chips, pretzels, candy or something
first call did not have communion every
that is not obviously a form of bread. The
week, two of the churches had once a month,
drink, wine or grape juice.
one of the churches had twice a month. I
missed weekly communion there. Here at St.
We must avoid turning communion into a
Paul’s, I was used to having communion 3
“bring whatever you want” meal and keep it
times a week, Thursday and twice on Sunconsistent with the bread and wine (or
day. So, if you have been missing the sacrajuice), as the directions were given to us by
ment, I understand that longing!
Jesus.
At the same time, I also understand
You should bring your bread and wine or
and respect if you wish to continue fasting
juice with you to the service. A Eucharistic
from the meal until we are all safely together
Prayer will be said, and then we will comagain! If you have questions, or struggles
mune together during the service.
with this, please reach out to me to talk
about it! I do not want your questions to go
This may feel uncomfortable to
unanswered! We can join in this struggle
some, and it may feel wrong to others. If that together as we continue to navigate our new
is the case, please know, you are NOT renormal and embrace the length of time this
quired to participate in that part of the seris going on.
vice. You are invited to stay, as it will not be
Peace,
a long portion of worship, and if we are all
eating and drinking at the same time, distribution will not take long! Staying for that
part though, gives you the opportunity to
pray the Lord’s Prayer with us, hear the benediction and sending as well as have fellowship time afterward.

God’s work,
our hands.

Pastor Carolyn+

As I’ve said, this is something I have
wrestled with, and therefore, I understand if
this is not something you are ready to do.
Just as continuing to worship from home via
Page 3
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So what do we do about it? What do we do
about this anxiety here at St. Paul’s? We hold
onto one another and we hold onto the promises
First, the COVID-19 pandemic continues. I have that Christ has given to us. We encourage one
to be honest that I was hopeful and perhaps
another, listen to one another, share with one
naïve that at one time I thought some things
another we love one another as Christ first
would have returned to “normal” by now. When loves us. We are gifted with this wonderful
this all started I was marking the top of my pa- community to which we belong. By no means is
per calendar (yes, I still use a “paper” calendar, it a perfect community, but it is one where we
I guess I am not as techy as sometimes I seem) can be present in a way that is different and
in a blue marker “COVID-19” to chronicle the unique. This is a place where we can be vulneraweeks that we were all affected by this unprece- ble and expose our frailties and be comforted
dented virus. I almost thought to stop marking
and encouraged by a fellow sibling in Christ
it over the past couple of weeks as it seems as if saying, “I am here for you, and I pray for
perhaps there is truly no return to “normal” but you.” Therefore, my friends it is important now
rather understanding that we are living in a
more than ever for us to realize that it is most
new normal. A “new world” a “different
important that we are children of God first,
world.” Perhaps we will always wash our hands above all else. This is a place where we can
a little more, keep a little more “social distance” question, and ponder, worship our God, and
or a few more steps back from one another, and learn from one another.
perhaps we will evaluate our habits and routines
Jesus’s message was a very counter-cultural one
in a different way. But the question then becomes, is this a bad thing? Certainly, this comes in his time. Let us continue Jesus’ example here
as an unplanned event in the history of humani- at St. Paul’s. Telling others, this is a place
that you can call your home. This is a place
ty and an inconvenience. It also comes as a
tragedy with those who have lost their lives and where you are accepted and loved. This is a
place where grace and understanding prevail,
are sick, recovering, and perhaps have longlasting effects from this unknown sickness. Yet, and kindness and caring are a natural way of
it also comes as a catalyst for all of us to have an living.
opportunity to re-evaluate our lives, and our
I hope that this message is a word of encourageworld.
ment to you during a most challenging time.
Please know that myself and Pastor Carolyn are
As I said above, there seems to be so much unhere for you, we pray for you, and we hope to
rest in our world right now. If we take another
continually be a reminder of God’s presence in
look, not only are we enduring a pandemic
across our nation, but likewise we see unrest in your life.
Unrest. There seems to be so much unrest in
our world right now.

“Unrest. There
seems to be so
much unrest in
our world right
now. “

Pastor Dave
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other ways. We see protests in relation to race
equality. Some peaceful, others have become
flashpoints of violence and destruction. We have
also seen the passing of great voices in the civil
rights movement in recent weeks. Voices now
silent that once echoed the continuing struggles
of equality that we have within our world. We
also find ourselves in an election year in our
nation where points of view are often accelerated, and sensitivity of the views of others need to
be considered in thought, word and deed. Of
course, we also have our own personal balance
of life and work, family and friends, financial
obligations and the demands of life in general.
All of these things take up our time and have
placeholders in our hearts and minds. By no
means have I made an exhaustive list, but in
essence, 2020 has become a year of anxiety for
many.

I hope that this message finds you and your
family well. Pastor Carolyn and I pray for your
health and wellness daily.
And finally, I hope that this message gives you
hope that God is continually with you.
When faced with challenges, pray. When faced
with anxiety, pray. When you are in a place of
joy, pray. God hears you, whether your
prayer is one of lament or one of thanksgiving! Allow your voice and your spirit to rise
to God and take comfort that God hears you.
Start a conversation with God today!
Best and Blessings,

Pastor Dave +
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Council President
August 2020 Newsletter
July 24, 2020
My Dear Brothers and Sisters In Christ,

Thank you for your continued support and patience during this pandemic. The council continues
to meet monthly via Zoom to discuss and monitor the COVID-19 guidelines about our in-person
services. At this time, there is no date to re-open the building, but we will continue to keep the
congregation updated to our discussions and re-opening plans.
On July 12th, we began an in-person Pavilion service at 8:30. It was so good to see people face to
face, although we were all wearing masks and social distancing—a small glimpse of gathering
with friends to hear the Word and pray to God. As we get used to this in-person service, we will
add music and communion as well, but we will take it slow and appreciate your grace and patience as we navigate re-opening.

We are all new to this…no one has the answers, and it seems that depending on the day, the answers seem to change. The one thing I know is that God is with us if we continue to work with
each other and show love and grace during this time, we will get through this. I find myself praying the Serenity Prayer, which gives me comfort. I hope it comforts you as well.

GOD grant me the SERENITY to accept the things I cannot
change
COURAGE to change the things I can and WISDOM to
know the
DIFFERENCE.

He (Jesus) said to
them "Love the
Lord your God
with all your
heart, with all
your soul, and
with all your
mind. This is the
greatest and most
important
command. The
second is like
it: Love your
neighbor as
yourself."

Matthew
22:37-39
Peace be with you my friend,
.

Julie Smith
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Stewardship
“Get used to different” – that is a favorite line of mine from a new TV series about Jesus (The Chosen) and it is PERFECT for the time we’re living in! It is also a perfect
line for thinking about stewardship during this pandemic. This is my 1st attempt at
writing something for the newsletter regarding stewardship and I thought it might be

a good time to just identify “Stewardship.” At first I thought about writing what stewardship IS and ISN’T…but then realized stewardship is FAR more about what it IS
than what it is not. As a matter of fact, to me there is only one thing stewardship is
“Get used to
different”

Sally
Murphy

NOT – it’s NOT just about money. While money is a part – and we will certainly talk
about that when the time is right –stewardship simply stated is using the gifts God
has given us to do the things God asks (or calls) us to do. I guess it can be wrapped
up in one word – DISCIPLESHIP. Stewardship is not about how much we give – it is
all about HOW we live. I read somewhere that stewardship is everything we do after

we say “yes” to Jesus. I’ll be the 1st to admit that I haven’t always (if ever) done that
statement justice – but it has become very convicting to me. I know we were created
to be stewards of God’s good world and that calling hasn’t changed. It may look different than it did in the garden – and certainly today while dealing with a pandemic. However, no matter the time we’re living in stewardship will affect our lifestyle –
and giving is an outcome of stewardship. I’m not just talking about money but it is
also our time – to check in with others, shoot someone an email or text or contact
them the old fashion way – by phone! It might be looking for ways we can help – giving to or volunteering to help a charity that is already involved in reaching those less
fortunate. We might find ourselves with a little more time on our hands – to pick up
our Bible and let God speak to us through His word, joining in on worship, Bible
study or a group meeting is just a “click” away! So while we are having to get used to
different, our Stewardship – being a disciple of Christ - doesn’t stop during this coronavirus. Just the opposite – we might find we have the time to evolve, get a little
more creative and deepen our relationship to our Savior! Slowly but surely we’re getting used to “different”.
Peace,

Sally Murphy
Page 6
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Financial Secretary

ELCA

If you need your statement please email frederickdonna@verizon.net. Your statement
can be sent via email.

.

If anyone would like an envelope or pledge card please contact Sally Murphy
saljo98@msn.com or email Donna Frederick.

“Verily I say unto you, in as

much as ye did it not to one
of the least of these, ye did it
not to me.’’
MATTHEW 22:37b-39

Amazon SmileThanks to all those who donated to St. Paul’s using Amazon Smile. You can continue to do so all year long by
going to the church website at this link https://stpaulslutheran.info/donate#amazon There,
click on the Amazon Smile image. Then you will be taken to the Amazon website. A pop-up will ask if you
want to make St. Paul's your Amazon Smile charity. Click "Yes," then shop as normal.

Giving—
Even though our doors are closed our expenses continue. You are encouraged to continue to mail in your offering to church or to give via Pay pal button on our website. https://stpaulslutheran.info/donate

From the Evangelism Committee:

We usually meet the 1st Monday of the month at 7pm on Zoom.
In July, we had another movie watch party and discussion. Also Pastor Dave continued, “Processing our
World” a safe time of discussion, reflection and prayer. It is a monthly meeting at 7 pm. Next meeting
August 20th at 7pm. Topic “Being Grace Filled”. If you are interested to learn more, please contact Pastor
Dave.
Movie Night: “Case for Christ” with Lee Stroebel August 29th at 7pm.
Reminders: Will keep you advised of any outings, virtual or otherwise for the fall.
Activities that are in the works: We are working with the L.E.A.D.
team in finding ways to connect with the community. There are opportunities in the works to provide boxed lunches to Grassroots in August possibly in addition to or instead of St. Paul’s helping Grassroots to prepare to serve a meal on a bimonthly basis. (These have been taking place on third Saturday of the odd number months.) The
next event is possibly at 8 am on September 19th if conditions allow it. Watch for upcoming emails for details about how we will proceed and how you can help.
Join us as we search for other opportunities and service projects with a 150th flair.

St. Paul's Youth Sunday School is now on summer break! However, a new
Sunday School year will begin in September. Several options are being considered. Watch your email for details.

Brittany Kovach
Christian Education
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St. Paul’s Senior Fellowship
Currently, Senior Fellowship is on hold during COVID-19 restrictions.
We look forward to resuming our luncheons as soon as possible. Stay
safe, stay well.
Joe & Cathy.

Note:
1) We follow Howard County School’s inclement weather policy. If the schools are closed that
day we will not have the meeting. However if, they are delayed, our meeting will go on as
planned.
2) In December, the members of Senior Fellowship created “God’s Grace Bags” that contained
items that could be given to someone that is homeless or in need. The congregation has embraced this ministry and to date 75 bags have been created. At this time, in order to continue,
we are asking the congregation for cash donations to purchase the necessary items to fill more
bags. The items purchased will continue to be non-perishable so that you can keep a bag in
your car. The bags will be updated with contents appropriate for the weather. If you would
like to donate funds, please designate them for Senior Fellowship.

Women’s Group
The Women of St. Paul’s will meet September 5th 9am to 11 am. Contact
Julie Smith or Sandy August for more information. All women are welcome to join. We normally meet the 1st Saturday of the month 9
am to 11 am.

Music– Notable Events
Audio Recordings
Youth ChoirTuesdays from 7 to 7:45pm.
Bell ChoirMeets
in the Bells Room, Tuesdays at 7pm
Chancel Choir- meets
Thursdays from 7 to 8:30pm

Check out the website for recordings of
St. Paul’s services. All services from the
last 2 months can be found under Gallery/Audio. Just click http://
stpaulslutheran.info/messages/sermonaudio

All practices suspended until
further notice.
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A Congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church of America
ST. PAUL’S LUTHERAN CHURCH

11795 Route 216
Fulton MD 20759
Phone: 301-725-0241

Email:
st.paulfulton@gmail.com

“Like” us on Facebook!
For a while now we have had a St. Paul’s Facebook group, we also have
a public page! Find us and click “like” and share and watch us for announcements! Tell your friends too!
www.facebook.com/StPaulsFulton
(St. Paul’s Social Media)

We’re on the Web!
www.stpaulslutheran.info

“Follow” us on Twitter! https://twitter.com/stpaulsfulton

“Tag” us on Instagram! https://www.instagram.com/stpaulsfulton/

Women’s Daily Grace— “Stuff Abundant”
7/30/2020

I understand that “life abundant” and “stuff abundant” are not the same thing. I
also take seriously the charge to love God’s creation, and our current rate of consumption is choking the earth. But the embarrassing truth is that I’m also writing
this article on faith and consumption because the extra money will help me afford
that new dress. I want to follow Jesus, and I believe that Jesus had good reasons
for sending his disciples out into the world with only one tunic.
By contrast, I have seven dresses hanging in my closet, and still don’t have a thing to wear.
And that’s a problem. Maybe your problem isn’t clothes, but gadgets, vacations, furniture, golf clubs, or that
irresistible piece of chocolate cake. We all know it’s not good for us, but most of us have some consumptive
habits we just can’t break.
Maybe, instead the better approach is reflecting on Jesus’ directive to the disciples and imagining why going
with only one tunic was good from them — and might be good for us.
This message is adapted from “Just one tunic” written by Sarah Scherschligt that first appeared in the July 2008 issue
of Café magazine.

Lectionary Readings for the Month
August 2nd—9th Sunday of Pentecost
Isaiah 55:1-5; Psalm 145:8-9, 14-21 (16); Romans 9:1-5;
Matthew 14:13-21

August 9th– 10th Sunday of Pentecost
1 Kings 19:9-18; Psalm 85:8-13 (8); Romans 10:5-15;
Matthew 14:22-33

August 23rd– 12th Sunday of Pentecost
Isaiah 51:1-6 ;Psalm 138; (8) Romans 12:1-8;
Matthew 16:13-20

August 30th—13th Sunday of Pentecost
Jeremiah 15:15-21; Psalm 26:1-8 (3); Romans 12:9-21;
Matthew 16:21-28

August 16th– 11th Sunday of Pentecost
Isaiah 56:1, 6-8; Psalm 67 (3); Romans 11:1-2a, 29-32;
Matthew 15:[10-20] 21-28
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By: Kerry Griffin
St. Paul’s Archivist
August 1, 2020
Tales from the Archives is a presentation
from the Archives at St. Paul’s.

Contributions of items of significance to
the Church History or contributions of stories are welcome and encouraged.
Please submit by the 20th of the month.
It is the goal of the Archive to preserve
the Church History and make selected
portions of it known to the congregation
from time to time.
I can be contacted at:
301.518.8460 cell
kerrygriffin@verizon.net
What’s happening in the Archive?


Articles on “What St. Paul’s Means” by Patrick Thompson.



Watch for more happenings in August
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the foundation for the new structure.
Grandmother said that her mother would
stay busy in the kitchen all morning and
when she had lunch ready my GrandWhat St. Paul’s Means
mother and her mother would meet the
Last year when Pastor Carolyn and Pas- other women of the congregation to feed
all of the boys and men who had been
tor Dave mentioned the 150th Anniversary to me, my thoughts went back to our working on the foundation.
125th Anniversary. It was during that
Grandmother said that as cars became
Anniversary that my Grandmother
more common the cars were often saved
shared with me our family’s deep confor the adults and the older kids would
nection to St. Paul’s.
still come in horse and buggy for Sunday
School. One of my Grandmother’s most
In 1870 when St. Paul’s was formed
vivid memories were when Congregathere was a couple named Jacob and
tional meetings were held. For the days
Catherine Hines that were part of the
leading up to it my Grandmother said
founding group. Jacob and Catherine
both grew up in Germany and had come that her mother and Grandmother would
stay busy in the kitchen baking. Aunts,
to this country as young adults. It was
cousins and friends would stop by with
once they were here in America they
some type of desserts also. On the day
met, married and started their family
of the meeting the men in the congregawhile Jacob worked as a farm hand.
Jacob and Catherine are my Great, Great, tion would come by her family’s house
so that the wife, daughters
Great Grandparents.
and young children could be
Jacob and Catherine had 7 children but
dropped off while the men
th
nd
only their 4 child and 2 daughter rewent on to the meeting. My
mained a lifelong member of St. Paul’s. Grandmother said she alNamed after her mother, the younger
ways hated these meetings
Catherine married a German immigrant
because she knew she and
named Herman Wessel. Herman like his her cousin Mabel would
in-laws was born in Germany and came have to serve coffee, tea and
to America as an adult. Catherine and
cakes to the ladies. My
Herman were married in the old St.
Grandmother always said
Paul’s Parsonage, that was out on 29, by that she really wanted to
Rev. Ide. Herman’s two brothers
know what was happening
August and George would later come to at the meetings but because
this country and also settle in the Fulton women couldn’t vote in the
area. Herman and Catherine would pur- congregation at that time
chase land and become successful farm- they also couldn’t attend.
ers. The farm they owned is today a
large part of the Maple Lawn Communi- When my Grandmother
married my Grandfather,
ty. Catherine and Herman raised their
Willis Thompson, there was
family at St. Paul’s.
no way she was leaving her
nd
rd
Catherine and Herman’s 2 son and 3
church and he switched
child was named Edward. Much like his from being a Methodist to
ancestors much of his life revolved
join St. Paul’s. As a young
around St. Paul’s, he was baptized and
couple my Grandparents
confirmed here. In 1914 he married
became active members of
Margaret Zeltman from Elkridge. Edthe church. My Aunt, Uncle
ward and Margaret had 4 children, Mel- and Father were all baptized
vin, Howard, Roland and my Grandand confirmed here at St.
mother Edna.
Paul’s. My Aunt was in the
youth choir and my Uncle
My Grandmother could remember as a
small child sitting in the original church and Father served as acolytes. My Grandfather was
during services. As a small child she
asked to serve on the church
said that the adults would gather after
council and served the conchurch and many of the members espegregation as the financial
cially the older ones would talk to each
other in German. Grandmother said this secretary.
tradition continued until World War 2
when it became frowned upon to speak
German in America. Although Grand(Patrick
Thompson’s
story
mother didn’t remember the discussion
continues page 11)
to build the new church, she could remember her Father and Brothers bringing
horses up to the church to help dig out
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He was on the council when the congregation added the parish hall on to the church. When my Grandfather
served as the financial secretary he and my Grandmother would wait around after services on Sunday to
count the offering.
At that point in time the Pastor would come and talk to my Grandparents and let them know who he was
going to visit that week and who had not been in church for a while. The Pastor would then ask my Grandparents with their three children to go and visit anyone who had not been in church for a while so that congregation could pay for the new addition. My Grandmother also became more active in the church during
this time. She served as one of the chairs for the annual Turkey Dinners. Grandmother would coordinate
the cooking and serving of the meals. She said the best they ever did was when they served over 1000 dinners in one night. One of my Grandmother’s favorite ways she served here at St. Paul’s was as Sunday School
Superintendent. She always looked forward to Christmas time when she would put together a gift for every
Sunday School child. This gift was always an orange and some chocolates.
When I was born the family tradition of being baptized at St. Paul’s continued. While I don’t remember this
event but for my earliest memory was being in the Sunday School class that Ms. Carolyn Frost, Ms. Elizabeth
Auldridge and Ms. Lillian Kerwin taught. It was Christmas time and these ladies taught our class of small
children to sing Away In A Manger until we had it down and we performed it for our families.
When my Grandparents died like all of my Grandmother’s relatives since they came to America, they were
buried in St. Paul’s Cemetery.
One of the most important things for my grandparents was the connections they shared with other members
of the congregation. My Grandmother had many relatives here and over the years many of my Grandparents
good friends were also members of this congregation. In addition, there was a generation of young people
my grandparents watched grow up and become active leaders in the congregation

As I have grown in this church going through Sunday School, confirmation, serving on the call committee,
mutual ministry, LEAD, evangelism and early morning prayers I have hoped that I have been honoring my
relatives who came before me while also hoping that what we are doing here will leave something special for
future members. It has been serving and attending these small committees and classes that I have learned
the most about myself and have felt my own faith grow deeper. These committees have also allowed me to
get to know our Pastors better which has allowed me to pick their brain and learn more about the Bible and
the Lutheran faith. I feel extremely lucky that right now we have two pastors that are at a similar stage in life
as me and can help guide me in these uncertain times. I would encourage anyone who isn’t part of one of the
small groups here to start attending as these experiences are an incredible opportunity.
To me when I think of St. Paul’s I am reminded of the words that Southern Gospel lyrists Bill Gaither composed when he wrote,
“This is the place where we pray, This is the place where we cry, This is the place where we
start” ‘till death do us part.” Where we say, “Goodbye.”
Here we leave all our pain, find forgiveness and grace, here we walk down the aisle; dedicate
every child, Here in this sacred place.”

Patrick Thompson
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Property Committee Notes for August Newsletter (as of July 2020)

1. Continue with grass cutting with primary help from Pastor Dave and Randy Arndt.
2. Issues with the air conditioning continues. It runs now, but has to be manually started
daily.
3. John Parker has been notified to seal and stripe the parking lot. He will fit it in to his
schedule this month, but has to wait for clear days with no chance of rain.
4. We are still weekly checking on the church for water leaks and any other problems
5. Johnson Control has notified us that the new dialing system for the fire alarm has arrived
and will be scheduling the install soon.
6. Fire inspection is scheduled for Tuesday, August 4 at 8:00 am.
7. We have prepared sanitizing solution and have assisted in cleaning the pavilion for services.

Thanks, to all those persons who have helped out in the past and also to those who
have volunteered to help going forward.

John Murphy
Property Committee Chairman

Men’s Brotherhood
The Men of St. Paul’s gather on the 2nd Saturday of each month for breakfast, a
brief business meeting and devotions. All males in the congregation are welcome and invited to attend!
Officers: Ken Keefer, President; Mike Heyser, Vice President; Randy Baldini
Treasurer; Randy Arndt, Secretary

Men’s Brotherhood Notes from June 2020 Meeting:
Men’s Brotherhood Notes from June 2020 virtual meeting:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

We discussed the actions that the Church Council had decided regarding COVID-19.
We decided that the Corn Roast will be cancelled for 2020 due to COVID-19.
We discussed current Property Committee projects which are on Hold for the time being
We had a brief devotional on lead by Pr. Carolyn.
We decided to have a virtual ZOOM Check-in meeting on July 25th at 9:00am.

The Men’s Brotherhood is open to all men in the congregation of any age. We will meet on the 2nd Saturday of each month
virtually at 9:00 until the Covid-19 threat is over. We will also have member check in meetings on the 4th Saturday of the
Month also at 9:00. Anyone with questions on the Brotherhood can contact any of the Officers.

Ken Keefer

Brotherhood President.
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Upcoming Events
Adult Sunday School with Pastor Dave Shank 9:30am (A time of check-in
and prayer)
Children’s Sunday School: Pre-K to Grade 5 On summer break. See you in the fall.

Wednesday Bible Study Group: While our building is still closed, Wednesday Bible

Study will continue. (When we are able to gather in person again, we will move back to
Thursday night). We are studying the lament Psalms. These Psalms give us words to cry out
in the midst of struggle and sorrow, and they also affirm our trust in God! All are welcome to
join us on Zoom!

Youth Schedule: Middle School and High School classes are on summer break.
August 9th & 23rd Youth Group On summer break

VBS August 10-14, 2020: See pages 14 for details.
Processing our World August 20th 7pm

Faith in the Movies August 29th 7pm
St. Paul Picture Day has been postponed due to COVID 19 There will be
a reassessment in January. Watch for future announcements.

•

Note: St. Paul Picture Day was canceled by Lifetouch for July
2020 but was rescheduled for later in 2020 ( October 20, 21, &
22) by St. Paul’s. The decision to postpone was made in July by
the Executive Council.

•

No date has been set for a photo session in 2021.
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Welcome to Oceans of Creative Caring!
St. Paul’s Lutheran Church’s Virtual VBS
August 10-14
Preschool thru 5th grade
Cost: Free for VBS daily links/$10 if receiving a VBS box filled with all your supplies
Dive into an exciting week of virtual VBS at Oceans of Creative Caring! Join Dana the
Dolphin and Herman the Hermit Crab as they explore 5 Bible stories that teach us
how to care for those around us. Create crafts to share God’s love with your family and
friends. Sing uplifting songs and exercise through your prayer challenges! Join them
in Zoom to meet new friends and reconnect with friends from past VBS sessions. All
this as God teaches us how to Creatively Care for the world around us.
An important part of the VBS experience is centered around relationships. Zoom
meetings will be offered (not required) throughout the week. Each meeting will be
about 20 minutes long, will be a small group, will be grouped by age (unless families
would like all their children in the same Zoom meeting), and will occur two times over
the course of the VBS week. During our time together, we will introduce ourselves,
share a little about ourselves, and talk about what we are learning in VBS. We will also
pray together. We will pray for specific needs and will pray the Lord’s Prayer together.
VBS boxes containing the needed supplies for the crafts, music, prayer challenge, Bible story time and snacks will be available to be picked up curb side on a date to be
determined. Pick up times will be spread out and will occur in the parking lot of St.
Paul’s Lutheran Church. VBS registration is $10 if a VBS box will be received. Everyone who registers for VBS will receive the links for the daily activities for free.
Mission: HOPE for ALL
We will be collecting clothes and toys in good and useable conditions to be delivered
to Hope for All so we can share what we have to help those in need.

Registration: Please find the link to register for Oceans of Creative
Caring VBS on the church website.
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July Council
Welcome to Council’s Corner:
The council continues to meet virtually with special meetings as necessary to continue
monitoring the situation with COVID-19. Our regularly scheduled monthly meeting was
held on July 7th via ZOOM.
We began the meeting with old business. Topics included the welcoming of new council members and
thanking them for their willingness to serve! Those members are Sue Bell (Social Outreach), Sally Murphy
(Stewardship), Amy Emad (Youth and Family) and Brittany Kovach (Christian Education).
John then gave some highlights from his property and cemetery report. Things of interest are the upcoming
sealing and striping of the parking lot and the need for a new lawn mower.
We discussed the first in-person service since the COVID shutdown, at 8:30 a.m. outside in the pavilion.
John will be working to make sure everything is ready. There will be no communion, no music, just a prayer
service like the short Thursday evening style service. We will see how things go from there. For staging,
most of the tables will be stacked at the end of the pavilion at the far end. We will have 5 tables for families.
We will have ushers to greet people. We will have a basket with masks, hand sanitizer, a collection box for
offering, etc. Pastor Carolyn will have a microphone stand and amplifier along with a music stand for any
papers she will be using. There will be no altar, and no Zoom for now. We will use a checklist of members
to keep track of participants for contract tracing if needed.
AA has contacted us again for use of the pavilion and will be asked to present their plans for use and
cleaning. There will be no access to the building. Pastor Carolyn is planning ahead for technical items we
will need once we resume services in the church. We can apply to the Synod for a $1200 grant to cover
costs for technology due to COVID.
For new business, we discussed the grant money for the LEAD team. This money provides food for Grassroots. Money was used to provide 45 box lunches. Thank you to Pastor Dave for helping with the grant
money. The remainder of the funds will be used to purchase items identified on the Grassroots website.

Barb gave an update on our virtual VBS for this year. Registration information was distributed, and the
online link is working well. Barb reached out to Mt. Zion youth and family to share our information on VBS.
The VBS crew is working on music and scripts for videos. There will be links for music, opening and closing,
crafts and a prayer challenge. Barb could use more helpers. Brittany helping with music and other items.
There is an option for VBS boxes with materials and snacks. There is a recommended donation of $10.00
per box.
Thank you and tune in next month for another offering of Council’s corner!

Respectfully,

Deb Cowell
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Incoming & Outgoing Council
Many, Many Thanks!
This spring, the following people concluded their time
serving on our Congregation Council:
•
•
•
•

Elizabeth Ohl, Christian Education
Lisa Slater, Social Outreach Network
Bob Peters, Stewardship
Susan Meoni, Youth and Family Ministry

We are very grateful for the time they served in these
positions and all the work they did, including helping
to navigate the beginning of the COVID-19 pandemic.

(Image Matthew T. Rader UnSplash.com)

Welcome to the Council!
As we were unable to gather for our Congregational Meeting, the Council appointed the following
people to those positions on council:

•
•
•
•

Brittany Kovach, Christian Education
Susan Bell, Social Outreach Network
Sally Murphy, Stewardship
Amy Emad, Youth and Family Ministry

We welcome our new council members, and are excited to
have them on board!
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Special thanks to all our contributors and those
that make the News & Notes possible!
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Parish Staff
Rev. Carolyn Shank
Lead Pastor 443-474-2673
pastorcarolynshank@gmail.com
Rev Dave C. Shank
Associate Pastor 301-725-0241
revdavidshank@gmail.com

Tom Leeseberg-Lange
Cantor 410-465-8825
tom4813@verizon.net
Administrative Assistant 301-725-0241
Maya Wilcox (Mon 10-2 pm, Tues.-Fri. 9-1 pm)
st.paulfulton@gmail.com

Parish Council and Contacts
President, Julie Smith 301-483-4774

toomuchjrs@verizon.net
Vice President, Russ Werner 301-421-1815
wwerner@travelers.com
Secretary, Deborah L. Cowell 301-412-8145

dljcowell@gmail.com
Treasurer, Mark Slater 301-928-4300
Mark.a.slater@nasa.gov

Special Notes: Have an item to share for the newsletter?
Please submit items of interest by the 20th of the month
for publication the first Sunday of the following month.
Please let the church know of any Affirmations or
people we should remember and other prayer requests.

Last But Not Least

Stewardship Sally Murphy 410-917-1022

Photo releases: As we continue to update our
website we need your help! We have people who
take photos at events and we would like to highlight these events through the website! But, we
also respect your need for privacy. We will not
post photos that show the faces of anyone under
18. We also will not post your photo without your
permission. We ask that you contact the church
office via email or snail mail or put a note in the
“communications box” in the office and let us
know if you DO NOT want your image used on the
site.

Saljo98@msn.com

Social Media - Kim Moseman

Youth & Family, Amy Emad amyedmad@yahoo.com
Property John Murphy 410-917-1022 salj098@msn.com

Are you on Instagram or Twitter? If so, watch for information about St. Paul’s on both!

Communications, Kerry Griffin 301-518-8460

Instagram: stpaulsfulton and Twitter: @stpaulsfulton

Financial Secretary, Donna Frederick 301-776-9598
frederickdonna@verizon.net
Evangelism, Pastor Dave Shank 301-725-0241
Worship & Music, Betty Kerwin 301-725-2541
Social Outreach, Sue Bell jfsdbell@verizon.net
Christian Education Brittany Kovach

bmransbottom@gmail.com

kerrygriffin@verizon.net
St. Paul’s Care Ministry, Judy Hewitt-Hassel
410-442-8294 bjnlh4@gmail.com

