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Upcoming Events: 
 
 

• JUL 1, 8, 15, 22, & 29 @ 6:30 AM 

PRAYER WITH PASTOR DAVE 

• JUL 1, 8, 15, 22, & 29 @ 6 PM 

BIBLE STUDY 

• JUL 4 WOMEN’S GROUP (NO MEETING) 

• JUL 7 @ 7 PM COUNCIL 

• JUL 11 @ 9 AM BROTHERHOOD  

• JUL 12 YOUTH CONFRIMATION CLASS 

NO MEETING 

• JUL 13 @ 7PM EVANGELISM 

• JUL “PROCESSING OUR WORLD” WITH 

PASTOR DAVE WATCH FOR DATE. 

• JUL 25 @ 9AM BROTHERHOOD 

CHECK-IN VIA ZOOM 

• JUL 26 @ 6:30 PM CONFIRMATION 

CLASS NO MEETING 
 

Worship Schedule 

Open Letter from the Council and Pastor’s to the Congregation 

All Worship and Activities continue on on-line platforms 

(Zoom and Discord [unless otherwise noted]). Please 

watch your e-mail for details. 

As Howard County has entered 
into Phase 2 of re-opening, our 
council met on June 9 to dis-
cuss plans for St. Paul’s. As we 
move toward offering an in-
person outdoor word and pray-
er service, there are strict pro-
tocols that are in place.  

Before reviewing these proto-
cols, please be reminded: those 
who are in vulnerable popula-
tions (age 65 and over, immu-
no-compromised, have under-
lying health conditions) are 
still encouraged by officials to 
stay home. Also, we are aware 
that many people are not yet 
comfortable gathering with 
groups of people, and that is 
okay! For these reasons, we 
will continue offering online 
worship opportunities.  

Also, if you are not feeling well 
or have shown any symptoms 
of the COVID-19 Coronavirus, 
we expect that you will NOT 
join us for the in-person ser-
vice.  

We will have physical distanc-
ing in place, this includes be-
ing seated or standing at least 
6 feet away from anyone out-
side of your household, no 
hand shaking, and no hugging.  

We will wear masks through-
out the time we are gathered 
together.  

We will be outside and utilize 
the pavilion and the grass sur-
rounding it. You are encour-
aged to either bring your own 
chair, or are invited to stand 
throughout the service. There 
will NOT be chairs provided.  

The church building will re-

main closed. The restrooms 
will also remain closed. Initial-
ly, the playground will remain 
closed.  

The service will be abbreviat-
ed. It will take some time to get 
used to this new way to gather. 
Therefore, in the beginning 
things will be very basic. As we 
adjust, music will be added 
although we will not be able to 
sing together. Communion will 
also be added as we determine 
safe methods of distribution.  

What this service offers is:  

               A time to gather to-
gether and see one another 
even as we are physically dis-
tanced from each other.  

               We will hear the scrip-
tures together. Hear a brief 
sermon. Say some prayers and 
then depart.  

 The date to begin this in-
person, outdoor service is ten-
tative. We cannot set a firm 
date because we are continuing 
to monitor the phasing of our 
county and state. If the phas-
ing returns to stricter limita-
tions, we will need to postpone 
the date to implement this 
plan.  

As of now, we will tentatively 
begin the following schedule 
on July 12: 

               At 8:30am we will 
have the in-person, outdoor 
word and prayer service. If 
technology allows, this will 
also be live on Zoom.  

               At 9:30am the Adult 
Sunday school class will meet 
via Zoom.  

               At 11:00am worship 
will be held on Zoom.  

               The Thursday service 
will continue at 7:00pm on 
Zoom.  

               All other meetings, 
studies and small groups will 
continue to meet on Zoom. 

 In order to offer this oppor-
tunity, and as we look ahead to 
the time when we will be able 
to offer more in-person gather-
ings, we need your help! Please 
utilize this link https://
www.signupgenius.com/
go/30E0B4BABAC28A5FF2-
assisting to sign-up to help 
with the following:  

               Being an “usher” who 
will help direct people in where 
they may stand or place their 
chairs as well as recording at-
tendance for contact tracing 
purposes.  

               Helping to clean and 
sanitize furniture that is used. 
(And signing up to help be on a 
cleaning crew when we offer 
more gatherings). 

               Making or providing 
masks that can be given to 
those who do not have one or 
have forgotten theirs.  

 We appreciate your patience 
throughout this time when we 
have not been able to gather in 
person, and for your continued 
patience as we continue to nav-
igate ways to move forward. 
The restrictions that have been 
put in place are for the health 
and safety of all the members 
of our congregation as well as 
for our families, friends and 
neighbors! 

Sunday 8:30 am and 11:00 am , Thursday 7 pm   

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30E0B4BABAC28A5FF2-assisting
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30E0B4BABAC28A5FF2-assisting
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30E0B4BABAC28A5FF2-assisting
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30E0B4BABAC28A5FF2-assisting
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Pastor’s Corner 

News & Notes 

 July 2020 

Summertime with COVID-19 

 To say that 2020 has been an odd year so 

far is an understatement! Now, it’s summer! Usu-

ally, as we anticipate summer there are various 

things we think about. We think about schedules 

being a little lighter, not having school, maybe a 

vacation is coming up, cook-outs, church activi-

ties that are part of our lives together and yet a 

little different in the summer. Then there is this 

year… as everything has changed, that means 

maybe our schedules are a bit lighter, but life is 

still different. School is out for the summer, and it 

seems even nicer since everything has been online 

and there were frustrations and learning curves to 

figure it all out. Vacations may have been 

changed, cancelled or rearranged. Cook-outs are 

looking different for many. The church activities 

continue to be online even as we are looking 

ahead to beginning to gather for in-person, out-

door word and prayer services. Vacation Bible 

School will be online this year. Things continue to 

look and feel very different.  

 Some are out and about more, taking 

advantage of the places that are now open even in 

limited capacities. Some are still staying at home 

as much as possible. We may be feeling that a 

vacation now is more needed than ever and yet we 

think twice about taking that time away. We have 

all been faced with the task of weighing the risks 

of being out and making decisions about what we 

are comfortable doing and what we would rather 

refrain from for even longer. There are so many 

decisions to make, so many things to consider. I 

think we are all getting a bit stir crazy, wanting to 

do more, and aren’t quite sure how to go about 

doing these things.  

 I join you in this struggle! I am getting 

excited to be together in July, and yet find myself 

wondering what it will feel like. We’ve physically 

been away from each other for so long that com-

ing back together in-person is exciting, yet, we 

need to continue being diligent in caring for each 

other.  

 As we gather in person, this will mean, 

social distancing, wearing masks, being together 

for limited amounts of time and taking baby 

steps. When we first come together, for word and 

prayer, the service will be very brief, and have no 

music. After we get a bit more comfortable with 

that, we will add music to listen to. Then, as a safe 

way to serve communion is determined, we will 

add the sacrament back in! 

 There are some other things to consider 

as well. It is still recommended that anyone in a 

high-risk category stay at home as much as possi-

ble. There are also people who are not high-risk 

and are not comfortable being out and about at 

this time. For those who need to continue to stay 

home and away from crowds, please know, con-

tinuing to join us for the Thursday service or the 

Sunday late service via zoom is a faithful option! 

Just because we are beginning to gather outdoors 

at 8:30 for word and prayer, doesn’t mean that 

you are excluded or looked down upon for contin-

uing to join us virtually! That is why we are con-

tinuing to have these options! 

 Throughout this time, I have been very 

thankful for our council! They have worked hard, 

met often and reviewed a lot of information to 

make sure that as we move forward, we do so in 

the safest way possible! They have weighed many 

options, talked through scenarios, envisioned 

what life will look like for us as we begin to gather 

again, and had long conversations to determine 

what is best for our congregation!  

 While things are different this summer, I 
encourage you to find some ways to recharge; 
physically, emotionally, mentally and spiritually!  

God’s Peace, 

Pastor Carolyn+  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“Rejoice always, 

pray continually, 

give thanks in all 

circumstances; 

for this is God’s 

will for you in 

Christ Jesus “  

1 Thessalonians 

5:16-18 (NIV)  

 

 
 

God’s work,  

our hands. 
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Associate Pastor  

 

July 2020 

“You’re invited to…process our world 
around us” 

It now seems a lifetime ago that I wrote to our congregation in January of 
this year and announced that each month my newsletter articles would reflect one 
of the ministry areas that I have been called to tend to here at St. Paul’s. I said that 
I would write each month on a topic of “Evangelism” or “Stewardship” or 
“Christian Education.” Since that time, the world has changed drastically. We 
are currently living in a time of great unrest in our nation. We continue to live un-
der the pressures and the challenges of living during a global pandemic. At the 
same time, we also see great desire for changes in our modern culture. These 
things can cause great anxiety, or these things can cause great inspiration. 
Or both.  

It is important in this time to have a place to process. A “safe space” where 
we can all reflect, pause, be together (virtually at the moment) and pray together.  

On the evening of June 22, I presented something new to our congrega-
tion. A new small group ministry opportunity that will be held on a monthly basis 
entitled, “Processing our World.” I was uplifted that on our inaugural gather-
ing we had 15 participants.  

As this is a new Christian Education opportunity, I invite you to be a 
part of this group! I invite you to come and ponder our world together and search 
for deeper meaning in the time that we find ourselves. God has called each of 
us for this moment. We are here currently living with a purpose. We are called 
to continually share the grace of Christ in our world through our voices, our ac-
tions, and our witness.  

The question becomes, what witness will we be? How will others see 
the face of Christ in us? This time we gather each month in this new small group 
will provide a place to wrestle with these very questions, and so much more. 
  I hope that you will join us during our next gathering in July! Please con-
tinue to look for more information in the congregational emails that are sent out 
each week.   

 
 

Best and Blessings, 
 
  

 

Pastor Dave +  

 

“It is important 
in this time to have a 
place to process. A “safe 
space” where we can all 
reflect, pause, be to-
gether (virtually at the 
moment) and pray to-
gether.  

“ 

 Pastor Dave 
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               July 2020 Newsletter 

June 29, 2020 

 

Greetings everyone! 

Please know that I am thinking of and praying for you and St. Paul’s during this 

time that we are away from each other.  It has been so long since we’ve seen one 

another face to face. I must admit that I am looking forward to the pavilion tenta-

tively opening on July 12th for a small service. (Keeping within guidelines: face 

masks, social distancing, etc.) 

I am sure, like you, we all miss worshiping together and chatting after service.   I 

especially miss my friends that are not on the Zoom services.  So many things 

have changed, and I wonder when or what our new normal will be.  

I attended a Zoom meeting with John Auger. He is the Delaware Maryland Synod 

Council Vice President along with thirty other ELCA Council Presidents to dis-

cuss our concerns for our churches and how each church is getting by with 

COVID-19 among us. We all had the same questions: How to have a congrega-

tional meeting?  How do we safely open and maintain CDC and insurance guide-

lines? How can we continue to spread Jesus’s love to everyone?  These were just a 

few.  We will continue these discussions on a biweekly basis via Zoom.  I will 

share these thoughts with our Pastors and council when we meet on July 7th via 

Zoom.  

Thanks to everyone who has signed up to help get our service started this sum-

mer.   A special thanks to John Murphy, who has kept the building cool (for the 

organ) and cleaned up after the heavy rains in June.   

May you have a restful and healthy summer! 

Peace,  

.Julie Smith 

Council President 

 

He (Jesus) said to 

them "Love the 

Lord your God 

with all your 

heart, with all 

your soul, and 

with all your 

mind.  This is the 

greatest and most 

important 

command.  The 

second is like 

it:  Love your 

neighbor as 

yourself."  

Matthew  

22:37-39  
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“Verily I say unto you, in as 
much as ye did it not to one 
of the least of these, ye did it 
not to me.’’ 

MATTHEW 22:37b-39 

Volume 13, Issue 07 

Amazon Smile- 
Thanks to all those who donated to St. Paul’s using Amazon Smile. You can continue to do so all year long by 
going to the church website at this link https://stpaulslutheran.info/donate#amazon  There, 
click on the Amazon Smile image. Then you will be taken to the Amazon website. A pop-up will ask if you 
want to make St. Paul's your Amazon Smile charity. Click "Yes," then shop as normal. 
 
Giving— 
Even though our doors are closed our expenses continue. You are encouraged to continue to mail in your of-
fering to church or to give via Pay pal button on our website. https://stpaulslutheran.info/donate  

With tax season upon us if you need your statement please 
email frederickdonna@verizon.net.  Your statement can be sent via email.  
.  
If anyone would like an envelope or pledge card please contact Sally Murphy 
saljo98@msn.com or email Donna Frederick.  
 

From the Evangelism Committee: 

We usually meet the 1st Monday of the month at 7pm on Zoom.   

In June, we had another movie watch party and discussion. Also Pastor Dave began, “Processing our 

World” a safe time of discussion, reflection and prayer. Going forward it will be a monthly meeting at 7 

pm. If you are interested to learn more, please contact Pastor Dave. 

 

Reminders: An outing to see the Bible Museum in D.C. near K Street and an outing to see Esther at Sight 

& Sound have been moved to the fall. 

 
  

Activities that are in the works: We are working with the L.E.A.D. 

team in finding ways to connect with the community.  St. Paul’s is helping 

Grassroots to prepare and serve a meal on a bi-monthly basis. These are 

taking place on third Saturday of the odd number months at 8 am. Next Event July 18th if condi-

tions allow it.  

 

Join us as we search for other opportunities and service projects with a 150th flair. 
 

St. Paul's Youth Sunday School is now on summer break!  Thank you to our 

teachers: you are a blessing to our youth!  Your weekly commitment to be 

present in classes, your enthusiasm and your willingness to share your ex-

periences and faith allow us to share God's word with our youth and guide 

them in their growth.  Thank you to our parents, grandparents and family 

who lovingly supported our youth in their Sunday School activities.  You 

bring them to classes, substitute teach or lead music time, feed us with 

snacks in the classrooms and contribute treats for special events.  Last but 

not least, thank you to our congregation for your unwavering support! 

Elizabeth Ohl 

Christian Education    

https://stpaulslutheran.info/donate
mailto:frederickdonna@verizon.net


Page 6 

News & Notes 

Our next Senior Fellowship luncheon will be September 15, 2020 if conditions al-
low.  Please plan to join us beginning at 11:30am for food and fellowship. If you 
plan to attend , please RSVP by calling or emailing Joe and Cathy Dymek at  

(410-531-1057 or jcdymek@verizon.net). 

We hope to see you in the fall and please bring a friend!  
 

St. Paul’s Senior Fellowship 

Youth Choir-             Tues-

days from 7 to 7:45pm. 

Bell Choir-           Meets 

in the Bells Room, Tuesdays at 7pm  

Chancel Choir-   meets        Thurs-

days from  7 to 8:30pm          

All practices suspended until 

further notice. 

Music– Notable Events   

Audio Recordings  

Check out the website for recordings of 

St. Paul’s services. All services from the 

last 2 months can be found under  Gal-

lery/Audio. Just click http://

stpaulslutheran.info/messages/sermon-

audio 

Hearing assistance is available. Please ask 

an usher. 

Women’s Group 

The Women of St. Paul’s will  meet August 1st 9am to 11 am. Contact Julie 

Smith or Sandy August for more information. Our topic will be “Justice-Eat 

More Guniea Pig and Silence– I am Woman, Hear Me No More” from A Year 

of Biblical Women hood. All women are welcome to join. We normally 

meet  the 1st Saturday of the month 9 am to 11 am.  

Note:  

1) We follow Howard County School’s inclement weather policy. If the schools are closed that 
day we will not have the meeting. However if, they are delayed, our meeting will go on as 
planned. 

2) In December, the members of Senior Fellowship created “God’s Grace Bags” that contained 
items that could be given to someone that is homeless or in need. The congregation has em-
braced this ministry and to date 75 bags have been created.  At this time, in order to continue, 
we are asking the congregation for cash donations to purchase the necessary items to fill more 
bags.  The items purchased will continue to be non-perishable so that you can keep a bag in 
your car. The bags will be updated with contents appropriate for the weather.  If you would 
like to donate funds, please designate them for Senior Fellowship. 

mailto:jcdymek@verizon.net
http://stpaulslutheran.info/messages/sermon-audio
http://stpaulslutheran.info/messages/sermon-audio
http://stpaulslutheran.info/messages/sermon-audio


11795 Route 216                           
Fulton MD 20759 

Phone: 301-725-0241 

E-mail: 

st.paulfulton@gmail.com 

We’re on the Web! 

www.stpaulslutheran.info  

 

A Congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church of America 

S T .  P A U L ’ S  L U T H E R A N  C H U R C H  

“Like” us on Facebook!         

For a while now we have had a St. Paul’s Facebook group, we also have 
a public page! Find us and click “like” and share and watch us for an-
nouncements! Tell your friends too! 

 www.facebook.com/StPaulsFulton  

(St. Paul’s Social Media) 

“Follow” us on Twitter! https://twitter.com/stpaulsfulton 

“Tag” us on Instagram! https://www.instagram.com/stpaulsfulton/ 

July 5th- 5th Sunday of Pentecost 
Zechariah 9:9-12; Psalm 145:8-14 (8); Romans 7:15-25a; 
Matthew 11:16-19, 25-30 
 

July 12th- 6th Sunday of Pentecost 
Isaiah 55:10-13; Psalm 65:[1-8] 9-13 (11); Romans 8:1-11; 
Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23 
 

July 19th- 7th Sunday of Pentecost 
Isaiah 44:6-8 or Wisdom 12:13, 16-19; Psalm 86:11-17 (11); 
Romans 8:12-25;  Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43 

Lectionary Readings for the Month 

Volume 13, Issue 07 

Page 7 

Women’s Daily Grace— Open Your Eyes 
6/20/2020 

The night sky with its gentle breeze and the sun moving further down the horizon 

provided a perfect night to be outside. And the place outside I love to be in the 

summer is always the garden. Full days with two children under 4 doesn’t leave 

much time to garden during the day. My garden time is better suited for the eve-

nings when my kids are fast asleep. 

A few nights ago provided the perfect backdrop. My dog keeps me company while I weed or plant. Sometimes 

I admire the produce before my eyes. Life surrounds me in all its beauty. With several years now under my 

belt as a gardener, I find that each year and each season provides lessons anew. 

So wherever you are, in whatever season you find yourself, turn to the garden. Open your eyes and see what 

you can learn from the smallest seed about to sprout. 

This message is an excerpt from a Women of the ELCA blog by Kimberly Knowle-Zeller. To-

day is the first day of summer (June 20th) 

July 26th– 8th Sunday of Pentecost 
1 Kings 3:5-12; Psalm 119:129-136 (130);Romans 8:26-39; 

Matthew 13:31-33, 44-52 

 

August 2nd—9th Sunday of Pentecost 

Isaiah 55:1-5; Psalm 145:8-9, 14-21 (16); Romans 9:1-5; 

Matthew 14:13-21 

 

http://www.facebook.com/StPaulsFulton


 
By: Kerry Griffin  

St. Paul’s Archivist  

June 20, 2020 

Tales from the Archives is a presentation 

from the Archives at St. Paul’s.  

Contributions of items of significance to 

the Church History or contributions of sto-

ries are welcome and encouraged.  

Please submit by the 20th of the month. 

It is the goal of the Archive to preserve 

the Church History and make selected 

portions of it known to the congregation 

from time to time.  

I can be contacted at:  

301.518.8460 cell  

kerrygriffin@verizon.net  

What’s happening in the Archive? 

 Articles on “What St. Paul’s Means” by Ja-

net Jew and Patty Thompson. 

 Watch in July for another article from the 

Thompson’s and one from the Jennings. 

 

News & Notes  

Page 8 
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What St. Paul’s Means 
 

On May 25th, 1980, our older 
son, Jeffrey, was baptized at St. 
Paul's Lutheran Church in Ful-
ton, MD. This began our rela-
tionship with St. Paul's. When 
Jason came along, he was also 
baptized at St. Paul's. 

 

As the boys grew they each 
joined Mrs. Auldridge and Mrs. 
Frost's Sunday School class. 
We attended church for Easter             
and Christmas and when the 
boys were old enough to read  
and follow the Bulletin, church 
attendance was increased. 

 

Jim attended a New England 
Congregational church as a 
young boy in Massachusetts. 
Janet was raised in the Luther-
an Church in rural Connecti-
cut. As Jeffrey approached 
young adulthood and time to 
attend confirmation classes, it 
was time for the family to join 
the church. Jim was baptized 
and the whole family joined St. 
Paul's. Several members, see-
ing us attend services and par-
ticipate over the years, ex-
pressed surprise at the service 
to welcome us to the church: 
they thought we were already 
members. 

 

Both Jeffrey and Jason were 
confirmed at St. Paul's and 
held their Boy Scout Courts of 
Honor at St. Paul's. Janet's 
mother, Ingrid Laws, became a 
member when she moved to 
the area in 1993 and her funer-
al service was held here. Ingrid 
and Robert Laws were interred 
in the cemetery in 2006. Jim's 
funeral was held here in Au-
gust 2019. 

 

St. Paul's has been a welcom-
ing house of worship, a source 
of faith, a resource to teach our 
children the beauty and solace 
of God's word and world, and a 
community of friends. 

 

We are thankful for the found-
ers who had the forethought to 
establish this house of worship 
that continues to nourish our 
souls. 

 

Janet Jew 
 

(Patty Thompson’s story page 
9) 
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I was raised in Sav-
age, Maryland and 
grew up going to 
the Baptist Church 
there. I can remem-
ber as a child my 
family being out 
and going past St. 
Paul's and I was all 
struck by the beau-
ty of the church 
from the outside. 
When I married my 
husband, Terry, I 
was excited to learn 
that his family was 
members here and I would finally get to see the inside of the church. Once our chil-
dren were born, I felt that it was important that we raise them in one church rather 
than bouncing between different denominations, so I converted from the Baptist 
Church and joined St. Paul's. 

Our son was baptized here by Pr. Skarstan and my children attended the Sunday 
School. When Pr. Rod started the Thursday night service our family decided to 
give it a try. We still attend this service because we love it for the intimacy of the 
chapel and the tight group of people who have been a part of the Thursday night 
group over the years.  I  have always loved the formality of the services here and I 
look forward to the Christmas Eve and Easter Morning Services. When my chil-
dren were small it became a tradition that on Christmas Eve, we would attend the 
later service. Both of my children would eventually help with this service serving 
as acolytes.  It officially felt like Christmas  when the congregation would sing Si-
lent Night by candlelight.  I still look forward to  this each year. 

Over the years both of my children were active here. They were both confirmed 
here, my daughter was married at St. Paul's and my two grandsons were both bap-
tized in the font given in memory of my Mother-in-Law's great grandparents. My 
husband's family roots run deep here, and I am so happy that we have continued 
that tradition. In an ever-changing world the comforts of knowing St. Paul's is al-
ways here for us brings great peace. 

Patty Thompson 

Page 9 
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Left to right: John Murphy, Joe Dymek & Cathy Dy-

mek—Laying out a pumpkin patch in their plot 
Background L-R, Mid Ground, Foreground: John Mur-

phy, Cathy Dymek, Sally Murphy and Joe Dymek work-

ing on weed control. 

• Applications are currently being accepted. 

• Please contact, the church office via e-mail (st.paulfulton@gmail.com) to re-

ceive your application, rules & guidelines, plot availability, plot sizes and as-
sociated  fees, etc. 

Question of the month: 

Where did Noah, keep the bees on the ark? 

Answer: In the “Ark” hives. 
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Property Committee Notes for July Newsletter (as of June 2020) 

Men’s Brotherhood Notes from June 2020 Meeting: 

Men’s Brotherhood Notes from June 2020 virtual meeting: 
 
1. We discussed the actions that the Church Council had decided regarding COVID-19. 
2. We discussed that the Bowie Baysox game would have to wait for Minor League Baseball to resume. 
3. We decided that the Yard Sale will be cancelled for 2020 due to COVID-19. 
4. We discussed current Property Committee projects which are on Hold for the time being 
5. We discussed that since there aren’t any graduating seniors this year the Scholarship will not be awarded this year.  
6. We had a brief devotional led by Pr. Dave. 
7. We decided to have a virtual ZOOM Check-in meeting on June 27th at 9:00am. 
 
The Men’s Brotherhood is open to all men in the congregation of any age.  We will meet on the 2nd Saturday of each month 
virtually at 9:00 until the Covid-19 threat is over via Zoom.  We will also have member check in meetings on the 4th Saturday 
of the Month also at 9:00 via Zoom.  Anyone with questions on the Brotherhood can contact any of the Officers. 
 

Ken Keefer 
Brotherhood President. 

Men’s Brotherhood 

The Men of St. Paul’s gather on the 2nd Saturday of each month for  breakfast, a 

brief business meeting and  devotions. All males in the congregation are wel-

come and invited to attend!   

Officers: Ken Keefer, President; Mike Heyser, Vice President; Randy Baldini 

Treasurer; Randy Arndt, Secretary  

1. The kitchen is still closed at St. Paul’s, however George Mader, Kitchen Manager is still hard at 

work. George has been cleaning and has painted the kitchen door, walk-in door and the refriger-

ate line covering. Thanks George. 

2. Joe Dymek came up with the idea of a pumpkin patch for the Sunday school kids. Thanks to Joe, 

Cathy and the assistance of Pastor Carolyn, we now have a pumpkin patch in the community gar-

den. 

3. In anticipation of opening the church, we have begun installing the signage we purchased earlier 

in the year. Some of the parking signs are now up. 

4. We are having issues with the Air Conditioning in the Sanctuary and parish hall. ASC has been 

called in. 

5. Thanks to Pastor Dave and Randy Arndt for their continued help with the grass cutting. 

Thanks, to all those persons who have helped out in the past and also to those who have volunteered 
to help going forward. 

John Murphy 
Property Committee Chairman 
 

 



Adult Sunday School with Pastor Dave Shank 9:30am  (A time of check-in 
and prayer) 
 

Children’s Sunday School: Pre-K to Grade 5 On summer break. See you in the fall. 

 

Wednesday Bible Study Group: While our building is still closed, Wednesday Bible 
Study will continue. (When we are able to gather in person again, we will move back to 
Thursday night). We are studying the lament Psalms. These Psalms give us words to cry out 
in the midst of struggle and sorrow, and they also affirm our trust in God! All are welcome to 
join us on Zoom!  

Youth Schedule:  Middle School and High School classes are on summer break. 
 
July 12th & 26th Youth Group On summer break 
 

VBS July 27-31, 2020: See pages  13, 14 for details. 
 
October 20, 21, & 22:  St. Paul Picture Day 
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News & Notes 

Upcoming  Events 

News & Notes News & Notes 

• Note: St. Paul Picture Day  was canceled by Lifetouch for July 
but was rescheduled for October 20, 21, & 22 by St. Paul’s. We 
will reschedule again, if conditions do not permit using the nar-
thex and parish hall at that time. Watch for more information 
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Welcome to Oceans of Creative Caring!                            

St. Paul’s Lutheran Church’s Virtual VBS 

July 27 – 31, 2020            Preschool thru 5th grade 

Cost: Free for VBS daily links/$10 if receiving a VBS box filled with all your supplies 

Dive into an exciting week of virtual VBS at Oceans of Creative Caring! Join Dana the 
Dolphin and Herman the Hermit Crab as they explore 5 Bible stories that teach us 

how to care for those around us. Create crafts to share God’s love with your family and 
friends. Sing uplifting songs and exercise through your prayer challenges!  Join them 
in Zoom to meet new friends and reconnect with friends from past VBS sessions. All 

this as God teaches us how to Creatively Care for the world around us. 

An important part of the VBS experience is centered around relationships. Zoom 
meetings will be offered (not required) throughout the week. Each meeting will be 

about 20 minutes long, will be a small group, will be grouped by age (unless  families 
would like all their children in the same zoom meeting), and will occur two times over 

the course of the VBS week. During our time together, we will introduce ourselves, 
share a little about ourselves, and talk about what we are learning in VBS. We will also 
pray together. We will pray for specific needs and will pray the Lord’s Prayer together.  

VBS boxes containing the needed supplies for the crafts, music, prayer challenge, Bi-
ble story time and snacks will be available to be picked up curb side on July 24, 2020. 
Pick up times will be spread out and will occur in the parking lot of St. Paul’s Luther-
an Church. VBS registration is $10 if a VBS box will be received. Everyone who regis-

ters for VBS will receive the links for the daily activities for free. 
 

Mission: HOPE for ALL 

We will be collecting clothes and toys in good and useable conditions to be delivered 
to Hope for All so we can share what we have to help those in need. 

 

Registration: Please find the link to register for Oceans of Creative 
Caring VBS on the church website. 
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Remember, the VBS program is all virtual, so children can partici-
pate wherever they are! 

Any questions please contact Barbara Ball at 443-472-3407 or at 
St.PaulsFultonVBS@gmail.com 

Welcome to Oceans of Creative Caring! Vol-

unteers Needed! 
 

Would you like to help volunteer for this year’s VBS program?  

We can use all sorts of volunteers to get ready for our week of VBS. Would you like to 
help with any of the following?  

 

Recording part or all of a Bible story 

Recording part or all of a Craft demonstration 

Recording part of the daily introduction video 

Recording a family prayer to use for snack time 

Helping sing with music 

Helping write scripts 

Helping with editing videos 

 

If you can help, please contact Barbara Ball at 443-472-3407 or at 
St.PaulsFultonVBS@gmail.com 

 

News & Notes 
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Welcome to Council’s Corner: 

The council continues to meet virtually with special meetings as necessary to continue 

monitoring the situation with COVID-19.  Our regularly scheduled monthly meeting for 

June was held on the 2nd.  Pastor Carolyn lead with a devotion from Soul Cry, with a quote 

from Martin Luther King, Jr. and a reading from 2 Chronicles 20. The message reminds us 

of God’s presence with us. 

The meeting started with Barb Ball on the topic of Vacation Bible school (VBS).  This year’s 

VBS will be virtual and there are two options for this year’s program; (1) use a Synod devel-

oped VBS program or (2) develop our own.  The focus of this year’s VBS will be on compassion, inclusion, and prayer.  

Barb and the team discussed doing videos for each of the usual stations (that are usually held in different classrooms) 

that the families can watch and then do their associated activity.  There would be group ZOOM sessions where every-

one will be together and then smaller group ZOOM sessions for each station.  There are many logistical and legal ques-

tions about using in-house videos recorded by youth leaders.  Barb and other council members had good ideas about 

packaging and distributing VBS materials to participants and their families as well as doing a collection for a mission 

project that has been part of our VBS programs in the past.  Barb will come back to the next council meeting with and 

update and any additional requirements. 

There were the usual updates from John Murphy about property and the cemetery as well as an update on the signage 

and repairs of cracks in the driveway.  We are blessed that there were donations to complete both of those projects.  

Safeserve is offering classes again and John recommended that anyone who serves food or works in the kitchen should 

be aware of new and additional classes.   

We will continue to monitor the Howard County guidelines on re-opening and hold additional council meetings as 

things change.  It was reported that participants of the Men’s Brotherhood at St. Paul’s had a consensus that people at 

high risk would not participate yet at in-person services.  They would rather be on the safe side and continue our virtual 

services until a time when we could safely begin meeting outside at the pavilion.  Even when we do resume in-person 

services, the online option would still be made available.   

Mark discussed our financial position and thankfully everything seems to be on track.  There were discussions on hav-

ing someone do an independent review of our Quickbooks accounts to make recommendations for improvements.  

There is one change that needs to be made to last year’s accounting, in the positive, and Mark will make that adjust-

ment.   

There are several vacancies on council for which Russ and Pastor Carolyn have been reaching out to people.  Two slots 

were filled by Amy Emad for Youth and Family and Sally Murphy for Stewardship.  The council thanks them both for 

volunteering and welcomes them to council.  

Pastor Dave told us about an opportunity to donate to a special appeal for those effected by COVID-19.  It funds 

churches to help with obligations during this time.  After some discussion, the council voted to donate $1000.00, for 

which there are fund matching opportunities.  There was also discussion about moving forward with the endowment 

fund for the 150th Anniversary.   

Thank you and tune in next month for another offering of Council’s corner!  

 

Respectfully,  

 

Deb Cowell 

                      June Council 



Parish Staff 

Rev. Carolyn Shank 

Lead Pastor 443-474-2673 

pastorcarolynshank@gmail.com 

Rev Dave C. Shank 

Associate Pastor 301-725-0241 

revdavidshank@gmail.com 

Tom Leeseberg-Lange 

Cantor 410-465-8825 

tom4813@verizon.net 

Administrative Assistant 301-725-0241  

Maya Wilcox (Mon 10-2 pm, Tues.-Fri. 9-1 pm) 

st.paulfulton@gmail.com 

Parish Council and Contacts 

President, Julie Smith 301-483-4774  

toomuchjrs@verizon.net 

Vice President, Russ Werner 301-421-1815 

wwerner@travelers.com 

Secretary, Deborah L. Cowell 301-412-8145  

dljcowell@gmail.com  

Treasurer, Mark Slater 301-928-4300 

Mark.a.slater@nasa.gov 

Financial Secretary, Donna Frederick 301-776-9598  

frederickdonna@verizon.net 

Evangelism, Pastor Dave Shank 301-725-0241 

Worship & Music, Betty Kerwin 301-725-2541 

Social Outreach, Open 

Christian Education Elizabeth Ohl 

Elizabeth.Ohl@gmail.com 

Stewardship Sally Murphy 410-917-1022 

Saljo98.msn.com 

Youth & Family, Amy Emad amyedmad@yahoo.com 

Property John Murphy 410-917-1022 salj098@msn.com 

Communications, Kerry Griffin 301-518-8460 

kerrygriffin@verizon.net  

St. Paul’s Care Ministry, Judy Hewitt-Hassel                    

410-442-8294 bjnlh4@gmail.com 

Volume 13 Issue 07 News & Notes Special thanks to all our contributors and those 

that make the News & Notes possible! 

Special Notes: Have an item to share for the newsletter? 
Please submit items of interest by the 20th of the month 
for publication the first Sunday of the following month.  

Please let the church know of any Affirmations or 
people we should remember and other prayer re-
quests.  

Last But Not Least  

Photo releases: As we continue to update our 
website we need your help! We have people who 
take photos at events and we would like to high-
light these events through the website! But, we 
also respect your need for privacy. We will not 
post photos that show the faces of anyone under 
18. We also will not post your photo without your 
permission. We ask that you contact the church 
office via email or snail mail or put a note in the 
“communications box” in the office and let us 
know if you DO NOT want your image used on the 
site.  

Social Media - Kim Moseman 

Are you on Instagram or Twitter? If so, watch for infor-
mation about St. Paul’s on both!  

Instagram: stpaulsfulton and Twitter: @stpaulsfulton  


