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Worship Schedule
Sunday 8:30 am and 11:00 am

Adult Sunday School with Pastor Dave Shank 9:30am (A time of check-in
and prayer)
Children’s Sunday School: Meeting Mondays on Zoom at 11 am for checking in,
story time and song until further notice.

Upcoming Events:

Wednesday Bible Study Group: While our building is still closed, Wednesday Bible

•
•
•

Study will continue. (when we are able to gather in person again, we will move back to
Thursday night). We are studying the lament Psalms. These Psalms give us words to cry out
in the midst of struggle and sorrow, and they also affirm our trust in God! All are welcome to
join us on Zoom!

Youth Schedule: Middle School and High School classes are meeting at the regular
9:45am on Sunday time via Discord.
June 10th & 28th Youth Group 6:30pm via Discord. (Please let the congregation know of any ways that the congregation could support our youth during
this time of uncertainty.)

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Important Reminders:

JUN 1EVANGELISM 7 PM
JUN 2 COUNCIL 7 PM
JUN 3, 10, 17, & 24 6:30 AM PRAYER
WITH PASTOR DAVE
JUN 3, 10, 17, & 24 6 PM BIBLE STUDY
WITH PASTOR CAROLYN
JUM 3, 10 AND 17 FPU ON-LINE
JUN 6 WOMEN’S GROUP 9 AM
JUN 13 BROTHERHOOD 9 AM
JUN 14 YOUTH CONFRIMATION CLASS 6:30PM
(DISCORD)
JUN 27 BROTHOOD ZOOM CHECK-IN MEETING
JUN 28 CONFIRMATION CLASS WITH PARENTS
6:30PM VIA (DISCORD)
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News & Notes
Pastor’s Corner
spend together also has an impact, when
we do come back together things will be
As it became clear that we would different.
need to close our church building due to
COVID-19, it soon became clearer that
Social distancing is a must. We will
making the decision to close would be a lot need to be seated at least 6 feet apart, even
easier than deciding how and when to re- outside. We will need to be in masks to proopen the building. One thing I want to be tect one another. We will not be able to
clear about, while our building closed, our shake hands, share hugs or have other
church did not close! We have continued as physical contact. This means no greeting
a worshipping, studying, and fellowship- line as you enter, or as you leave. We will
ping congregation throughout this uncer- not be able to be together for fellowship
tain time.
following the service. The service will need
to be shortened.
“Rejoice always,
When it all began, our council was
pray continually, meeting each week to check in, review what
For a time, we will not be able to
give thanks in all we are doing and to start thinking about sing, there are ways for us to enjoy music
the future. We reached a point when our while together, but singing spreads dropcircumstances;
for this is God’s meetings have moved to every other week, lets in ways that are dangerous. Since prowe continue to have big questions to wres- jecting our voices to speak can also cause
will for you in
tle with at each of these meetings. I have more spread of droplets, we will be limited
Christ Jesus “
been collecting and sifting through infor- in what we can say and pray aloud togeth1 Thessalonians mation from our Synod, the ELCA, the er.
Centers for Disease Control, our local gov5:16-18 (NIV)
ernment and health department, our insur- While I know we are accustomed to receivance company and various other sources ing communion each week, and we have
about re-opening. As a council, we are now gone over two months without the sactasked at this time to consider how we can rament, this is also something we will not
come back together for in-person worship. be able to participate in as we begin to open
This is not as easy as just announcing when up. I have been brainstorming various ways
things will be. We need to consider clean- we can come to safely distribute the sacraing protocols, social distancing measures, ment, and I will continue to do this. But,
caring for our congregation- especially there are so many things we will need to get
those who are high risk, and at the same used to with social distancing, especially in
time making when we do come together a a place where we want to reach out to each
meaningful worship experience. To make it others, that a time to assimilate to these
even more difficult, the information is con- new things is needed.
stantly changed and updated and there are
times when the change takes us back to the
Since we will be limiting contact
drawing board in our planning.
with each other, we won’t be able to pass
the offering plate, instead there will need to
With all of the regulations that need be a box for people to leave their offering
to be followed, with everything to consider, (Much like we do with an offering plate at
we also find ourselves asking, “just because some of our Lenten services).
we can, does that mean that we should?”
Another question I find myself asking, and want to ask each of you is, “what We have logistical things to work out as
are you missing when you think about or well including recording everyone who has
talk about missing ‘church’?”
been here for contact tracing purposes and
Here are some things to know about what our cleaning protocol will be for furniwhat worship will look like when we do ture in the pavilion as well as what to do
reach the point when we can come back with restrooms. (continued page 3)
together. Due to the way this virus spreads,
and the fact that the amount of time people
June 2020
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Pastor’s Corner (continued)
Please know, the health and safety of our
congregation is the number one goal as
we consider gathering for in-person services. As we continue to solidify our
plans, volunteers will be needed to help
implement these policies. As we develop
our policies, they will be shared with our
insurance company to make sure we are
following protocols in the best way possible.
And please know, being together,
socially distanced, in masks, with limited
things we can do while together will be
different for us emotionally as well.
When sharing what will need to be considered and done in order to come together, the question is sometimes raised,
“will it even feel like worship?”
Another question that continues
to come up among the council is, “what
about all the people who are high risk?”
It is still recommended that anyone in a
high risk category stay at home. There
are many faithful members of our congregation who are in a high risk category,
and among those are many who will do
everything they can to be here in this
place for any gathering we have. So, if
you are one of these people, we love your
commitment and are trying to keep you
healthy!
I, too, miss worshipping inperson, I too miss seeing all of you here
together, so please know I am with you
and so is the council. We must make sure
everything we do is done safely for all of
us.
As time progresses, more ideas
come up, and there are various ways we
can think of to do things, and yet, we also recognize that there is a certain level
of community we get by being able to see
each other and interact with one another
when we gather for worship and other
events on zoom.

There is also the realization that
once we do begin gathering together inperson, there will be a significant
amount of people in our congregation
who are not comfortable coming together in groups of people, and they are unsure when they will feel comfortable
enough to do so. Hear this, that is OKAY,
there is no explanation needed for why
you feel that way, and we do not want to
exclude you. For that reason, we will
continue to offer online worship, study
and fellowship opportunities.
I invite you to join in considering
the question of what you are missing by
not having in-person worship. And as
you answer that, look at what is written
above and then ask if what you are missing can and will be fulfilled by what worship will look like. That’s where your
leaders currently are!
Please continue to pray for our
congregation, specifically for our leaders
on council, Pastor Dave and myself as we
all work together to find the best ways to
move forward in such an uncertain time.

Peace,

Pastor Carolyn
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News & Notes
Associate Pastor

June 2020
“The Church Building is Closed – A Theological Examination”

For over 70 days now the building of St. Paul’s Lutheran Church has been closed. Please
note, that I say the “building” has been closed. By no means is our church closed or “shut
down.” The work of our church has continued during this most challenging time. Worship
has continued. Study has continued. Fellowship has continued. All of the hallmarks of a faith
community have continued. However, we are still physically separated from each other and
from the physical place that we call our church home.
This is not the first time that the people of God have physically been separated from their
land. If we look at the pages of the Old Testament, there are several times that the people of
God have been separated from their land or placed into exile.
A word that comes to mind when thinking of this time apart in Biblical terms is “Diaspora.”
The term diaspora comes from the Greek verb διασπορά - diaspeirō meaning “to scatter”
or “to spread about.” As first used in Ancient Greece, diaspora referred to people of dominant countries who voluntarily emigrated from their homelands to colonize conquered
“What are the missional opportunities countries. Today, scholars recognize two kinds of diaspora: forced and voluntary.
In the New Testament, the term “Diaspora” occurs only three times in John 7:35, James 1:1,
that are unveiling
and 1 Peter 1:1. I encourage you to take a look at these texts and to examine them further.
themselves to us as
modern Christians? “ The verb “Diasperio” appears three times in the New Testament in Acts 8:1b, 4:11, and 4:19.
What is interesting about the three latter New Testament texts is the understanding that the
“scattering” had purpose. The “scattering” promoted the expansion of early Christianity
Pastor Dave
and/or the missional efforts of the early church.
This begs the question in the time of the COVID-19 pandemic. What are the missional
opportunities that are unveiling themselves to us as modern Christians? We
have already uncovered new mission tools in ZOOM and Facebook Live, among other
social media and electronic tools that we have employed and will continue to use to spread
the Gospel of Christ to others while reinforcing the Gospel message for ourselves. We also
can ask the question as to how are we joining with the creativity of the Spirit? As we are
“scattered” can we realize we are never truly absent from one another? Now more than ever
we are invited to realize the church is in us. The church is US.
Sure, it will be wonderful when we are able to reunite physically as the body of Christ, but
this time invites us to ask ourselves how do we continue to be the presence of Christ
in new ways? The challenging time that we are living through invites us to ask, “how we
are demonstrating care for our neighbor and even those we do not know?”
Does the wearing of a face mask and taking a few steps backward become a new language of
love? A new demonstration of Agape?
God’s work,
Things to ponder in our time of exile. This to wonder about. Things to pray about.
our hands.
I leave you to ponder in solitude and to reflect my friends,

Best and Blessings,

Pastor Dave +
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Pastor Dave, Pentecost Sunday—Experience the Holy Spirit!

Altar Symbolism
Pastor Dave preached this Pentecost Sunday. I hope that you caught his opening remarks on Zoom as he
explained the symbolism being employed on the altar in the chapel. Pastor Dave feels that Pentecost is one
of the most important days of the church year. The beginning of evangelism in the church.
The altar he explained was arranged to symbolize tongues of fire (the red candles) descending from the
holy spirit (white candles and drape on cross).
This is meant to celebrate the presence of God at work in our lives wherever we find ourselves in this uncertain time.
A reminder God is always with us in our daily lives. God came that day in three forms: wind, fire and language (communication).

Pastor Dave’s Homework for us all
•

What does it mean to communicate with those who are different from us?

•

What do we do with this gift and duty to share what God means to us with others and to share Jesus’
love in a manner they can understand?

•

Can you feel God’s breath on your life?

•

Can you see all as children of God worthy of love?
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News and Notes
Council President
June 2020 Newsletter
May 28, 2020
Greetings to all! I hope this article finds you all safe and healthy as we all continue to navigate
these days of isolation and ever-changing regulations and guidelines for living with COVID-19
among us.

He (Jesus) said to
them "Love the
Lord your God
with all your
heart, with all
your soul, and
with all your
mind. This is the
greatest and most
important
command. The
second is like
it: Love your
neighbor as
yourself."
Matthew
22:37-39

On Tuesday, May 19th, the council met via Zoom to discuss the reopening plan for St. Paul’s. We
have a beautiful pavilion that (10) of us could safely social distance, and we could bring our chairs
from home and clean up after ourselves, all while staying in the guidelines of Dr. Calvin Ball, our
Howard County Executive. That’s all we would do, (10) people in the pavilion listening to the
weekly Bible Verses and Sermon. (Since I started typing this article, the numbers have changed
to 250 people outside with social distancing.) The council was unanimous in waiting to reopen
until Phase 2 of the State/County guidelines.
COVID-19 has so many unknown variables. I do know that COVID-19 is an illness caused by a
virus that can spread from person to person. The virus that causes COVID-19 is a new coronavirus that has spread throughout the world. COVID-19 symptoms can range from mild (or no
symptoms) to severe illness. Since I’ve begun typing this article, I’ve learned that it’s unlikely
that you can get the virus from contact surfaces. I stopped spraying our mail and Amazon packages with Lysol weeks ago, so that is good to know. With this new information, I have more questions. Does this mean that the insurance company will change its guidelines for reopening? If
not, we will need to set up several teams of seven or more people to clean and sanitize surfaces
before, between, and after services. Are you willing to be one of these people? Would you want
the ability to worship in the pavilion if we are just gathering to hear the gospel and the sermon?
We could see each other through our masks. Get out of our houses for a little while, but worship
will not include communion, unison prayer, sharing peace, and we would have to social distance.
The Governor even stated that it is “safer” to reopen, but “not safe.” Just because “we can,”
should we?
The council will meet on Tuesday, June 2nd, to discuss our reopening schedule. Services and
groups will continue to meet on Zoom for the time being. We will keep the congregation updated
with any changes.
Please feel free to reach out to me, anyone on the council, or our Pastors with any questions or
concerns you may have.
Peace,

Peace,
.

Julie Smith
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Stewardship

ELCA

With tax season upon us if you need your statement please
email frederickdonna@verizon.net. Your statement can be sent via email.

.

If anyone would like an envelope or pledge card please contact Bob Peters
bob.peters31@gmail.com or email Donna Frederick

“Verily I say unto you, in as

much as ye did it not to one
of the least of these, ye did it
not to me.’’
MATTHEW 22:37b-39

Amazon SmileThanks to all those who donated to St. Paul’s using Amazon Smile. You can continue to do so all year
long by going to the church website at this link https://stpaulslutheran.info/donate#amazon
There, click on the Amazon Smile image. Then you will be taken to the Amazon website. A pop-up will ask if
you want to make St. Paul's your Amazon Smile charity. Click "Yes," then shop as normal.

Giving—
Even though our doors are closed, our expenses continue. You are encouraged to continue to mail in your offering to church or to give via Pay pal button on our website. https://stpaulslutheran.info/donate

From the Evangelism Committee:

We usually meet the 1st Monday of the month at 7pm in the Chapel.
For May, Evangelism did not meet. There was a discussion via Zoom of the movie “I Still Believe”
For our June 1st meeting...
Activities that are in the works: We are working with the L.E.A.D. team in finding ways to connect
with the community. June 6th an outing to see the Bible Museum in D.C. near K
Street and an outing to see Esther at Sight & Sound have been moved to the fall.
St. Paul’s is helping Grassroots to prepare and serve a meal on a bimonthly basis. These are taking place on third Saturday of the odd number months at 8 am. Next Event July 18th if conditions allow it.
Join us as we search for other opportunities and service projects with a 150th flair.

Sunday School will continue meeting on-line via Zoom, Mondays at 11 am.
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St. Paul’s Senior Fellowship
Our next Senior Fellowship luncheon will be September 15, 2020 if conditions allow. Please plan to join us beginning at 11:30am for food and fellowship. If you
plan to attend , please RSVP by calling or emailing Joe and Cathy Dymek at
(410-531-1057 or jcdymek@verizon.net).
We hope to see you in the fall and please bring a friend!

Note:
1) We follow Howard County School’s inclement weather policy. If the schools are closed that
day we will not have the meeting. However if, they are delayed, our meeting will go on as
planned.
2) In December, the members of Senior Fellowship created “God’s Grace Bags” that contained
items that could be given to someone that is homeless or in need. The congregation has embraced this ministry and to date 75 bags have been created. At this time, in order to continue,
we are asking the congregation for cash donations to purchase the necessary items to fill more
bags. The items purchased will continue to be non-perishable so that you can keep a bag in
your car. The bags will be updated with contents appropriate for the weather. If you would
like to donate funds, please designate them for Senior Fellowship.

Women’s Group
The Women of St. Paul’s will meet June 6th 9am to 11 am. Contact Julie
Smith or Sandy August for more information. All women are welcome to
join the 1st Saturday of the month 9 am to 11 am.
We meet on-line via Zoom in June.

Music– Notable Events
Audio Recordings
Youth Choirdays from 7 to 7:45pm.

Tues-

Bell ChoirMeets
in the Bells Room, Tuesdays at 7pm
Chancel Choir- meets
days from 7 to 8:30pm

Thurs-

All practices suspended until
further notice.

Check out the website for recordings of
St. Paul’s services. All services from the
last 2 months can be found under Gallery/Audio. Just click http://
stpaulslutheran.info/messages/sermonaudio
Hearing assistance is available. Please ask
an usher.
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A Congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church of America
ST. PAUL’S LUTHERAN CHURCH

11795 Route 216
Fulton MD 20759

“Like” us on Facebook!

Fax: 555-555-5555

For a while now we have had a St. Paul’s Facebook group, we also have
a public page! Find us and click “like” and share and watch us for announcements! Tell your friends too!

Email:

www.facebook.com/StPaulsFulton

Phone: 555-555-5555

(St. Paul’s Social Media)
We’re on the Web!
www.stpaulslutheran.info

“Follow” us on Twitter! https://twitter.com/stpaulsfulton

“Tag” us on Instagram! https://www.instagram.com/stpaulsfulton/

Women’s Daily Grace— Battling Negative Thoughts
5/27/2020

When the negative voices around us are loud, we can look to 1 John 3:1-2 to remember who we are and whose we are. “See what love the Father has given us,
that we should be called children of God, and that is what we are.”
No, our looks, social status, personal and professional achievements, Twitter retweets, and Facebook likes do not determine our value. Our mistakes, failures, and
struggles do not deem us undeserving of love. As children of God, claimed and
chosen, we are beloved and worthy of God’s unconditional love! In Genesis, we are
reminded that God created us good and in God’s image. In Psalm 139, we see that we are fearfully and wonderfully made.
We are good. We are worthy. We are wonderful. We are beautiful just the way we are. We are beloved children of God. And no kid at the lunch table, colleague at work, magazine article, music video, politician, popular religious leader can take that away from us.

This message is an excerpt from “Faith reflections: Beloved and wonderfully made” by Rev.
Emily Heitzman in Bold Cafe. Today we remember John Calvin, renewer of the church, who
died in 1564.

Lectionary Readings for the Month
May 31st—Pentecost Sunday
Acts 2:1-21 or Numbers 11:24-30; Psalm 104:24-34 (30); 1 Corinthians 12:3b-13 or Acts 2:1-21; John 20:19-23 or
John 7:37-39

June 7th—Holy Trinity Sunday
Readings Genesis 1:1–2:4a Psalm 8 (1)
2 Corinthians 13:11-13 Matthew 28:16-20

June 21st—3rd Sunday of Pentecost

Jeremiah 20:7-13 Psalm 69:7-10 [11-15] 16-18 (16) Romans 6:1b-11 Matthew 10:24-39

June 28th—4th Sunday 0f Pentecost
Jeremiah 28:5-9 Psalm 89:1-4, 15-18 (1) Romans 6:12-23
Matthew 10:40-42

June 14th—2nd Sunday of Pentecost

Exodus 19:2-8 Psalm 100 (3) Romans 5:1-8 Matthew
9:35—10:8 [10:9-23]
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Archive June 2020
My St. Paul Story

By: Kerry Griffin
St. Paul’s Archivist
May29, 2020
Tales from the Archives is a presentation
from the Archives at St. Paul’s.

Contributions of items of significance to
the Church History or contributions of stories are welcome and encouraged.
Please submit by the 20th of the month.
It is the goal of the Archive to preserve
the Church History and make selected
portions of it known to the congregation
from time to time.
I can be contacted at:
301.518.8460 cell
kerrygriffin@verizon.net
What’s happening in the Archive?


150th Anniversary continued in May with a
presentation by Sandy August. The topic
was “My St. Paul Memories”
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interested in taking the job as the
church secretary. I wasn't sure
about that. I was a teacher, not a
The year I joined St. Paul's, 1978, secretary. I wasn't a typist, and
was the same year that I became a didn't know how to use office mamother so I thought today was an chines. He assured me that it was
appropriate day for me to share.
a pretty quiet non stressful office,
and that he was a very non-stress
I was born Lutheran in Illinois
kinda boss. So I took the job for
and I attended Lutheran Elemen- the mad money, and something to
tary School from kindergarten to
do four mornings a week. I didn't
Grade 8. I would have gone to the have much to do and didn't know
Lutheran High School but it was
many people yet. That meeting,
too far away from my town. But
that day, changed my life again.
then I went on to attend Concordia Lutheran Teachers College in St. Paul's, our new church home,
River Forest Illinois and became a my new job, changed everything
Lutheran Elementary School
for me. This was the first place
teacher. My first position was to a that I was Sandy August, not Barschool on Long Island in New
ry's new wife. I met my own new
York. After two years of teaching friends here and really started my
my contract was changed to a call Maryland life here. I very quickly
and I was installed as a Teaching
got involved in one of the ladies
Minister at that church. In addi- Bible study groups and met Adetion to teaching, my duties then
line Oehlke. Her story was similar
included Nursing Home Ministry, to mine, arriving here from WisYouth Ministry and assisting at
consin to start a new marriage
Sunday morning services among
with Norm, and we became great
other things.
friends. She and Norm invited us
to their Square Dance club and
In the fall of 1976 I was set up on a we met another group of wonderblind date with the cousin of one
ful people who are our great
of my student's parents, who was friends and travel buddies to this
from Maryland. The rest, as they day. Some of you may remember
say, is history and in August of
Sue Wimsatt who attended here.
1978 I married my Maryland man We became friends and she invitwho had two sons, and moved to
ed me to her County HomemakClarksville. Instant mother.
ers Group and those have become
lasting friendships too.
While looking for a church home
we visited Lutheran churches in
Some of you may remember that
Columbia, Olney and Ellicott City.
before the renovation, the
Then we came here. The boys,
church office was downstairs in
who were in 3rd and 9th grade at
the two rooms where the nursery
the time, saw kids here that they
is now. Right across from it was
knew from school ---so that was it. a little room where the archives
We found the neighborhood
items were kept. On quiet days
church and would make it our
in the office I would sometimes
church home.
get the old registry books and
read through them. I found out
That was early December, and just so much about the history of our
after the holidays Pastor Skarsten church there.
called me and asked if he could
(Continued page 11)
come to our house for a visit. At
that visit he asked if I would be
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My Saint Paul Story (Continued)

half of our current inventory of banners, like the cross
series for the side walls during Lent, the candles for AdI read about all the founding families and started to get an vent, the newest last year for Christmas, and the seasonal
understanding of who was related to who and how. read
banners that hang up front.
old lists of baptisms, confirmations, weddings and funerals. I looked at old bulletins and flyers on past events and Through these past almost 42 years, St.Pauls church has
activities. Then I would stroll around the cemetery and
centered me. No matter what else was going on, I could
try and put the families in order in my mind. It was my
always come here to services, choir rehearsals, a meeting,
education into the history of this church and in many
an event and be part of this community. My children
ways my introduction to Howard County. I felt even clos- shared experiences here in Sunday School, Confirmation
er to St. Paul's and to so many of the people whose relaand Youth Group and have created lasting friendships.
tives created this church. I met some of the old timers as I'm fortunate to have my grandson Maddox here now to
they visited the office, like Dody Renn, George Walter,
learn and sing with the other children. For those who
Ellsworth Iager,Irene Burns,- and Albert Iager, Frank and don't know him, he's the youngest of the acolytes and the
Elaine Bentz and so many others. I heard their stories
guy who sits up on the top step and asks the pastors some
and learned so much about the church from them.
great questions during the Children's Sermon.
Since my love and education was teaching, I soon got involved as a Sunday School teacher and ultimately I was on
the Church Council as Christian Education Chair.
Through the years I directed the Sunday School, led Vacation Bible School, produced Christmas Pageants, and
created some chancel dramas for Youth Sundays and
Christmas. I felt fortunate to be able to use my education
and experience to be part of the Christian Education program here. Through with years I was involved with Mother Daughter banquets and youth activities and other special activities for the children and youth. Barry and I were
members of the 1st of the Month Couples Club and had
lots of great times with that group too
I left the job as church secretary just a week before my
daughter was born in 1983 and then took some time to be
a new mom yet again. About the time she was old
enough to sit in the congregation with other friends, I
joined the choir, another lifelong passion. I had been in
choirs since I was a child and I was eager to return to that.
It was in the fall of 1990 which makes me the longest
serving current choir member, coming up on 30 years.
Talk about feeling old! Since then I served on the Church
Council as Worship and Music Chair twice. In the last
few years I tried my hand at the Bell Choir, and that too
has been a wonderful experience.

Lutheran church is my roots, it was my education, and it
was my first and second real grown up job. St. Paul's has
fulfilled my need to be involved, to teach, to sing, to worship, to volunteer. Our beautiful building, our reverent
cemetery, our long and rich history, along with prayerful
and exuberant worship here mean so much to me. It has
been my pleasure and blessing to be part of St. Pauls' story.

Sandy August

1st of Month Club campfire at my house with
Adeline and Norman Oehlke and Sue Wimsatt

One Sunday from the choir seats, which were where the
pastors and the acolytes sit now, I was looking at a banner that seemed a little worn and thought that maybe it
was time for a few new ones. I spoke to Pastor Rod and
June Pickett who prepared the banners, and began to
make new banners for the front and the side walls. In the
past 25 plus years I've had the pleasure of creating about

Sunday school superintendent
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My St. Paul Story Photos
Courtesy of Sandy August

Pretzel making in church kitchen

Making pretzels with class, 1995 I think.

Christmas Chancel Drama.

Sunday School music.
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Property Committee Notes for June Newsletter (as of May 2020)
1.
2.
3.
4.

The grass cutting continues at St. Paul’s despite being closed. Thanks to Pastor Dave and Randy Arndt for the help
with this.
The kitchen has been completely closed down. The refrigerator and freezer have been cleaned out and shut down.
The gas to the stoves and hot water heater has also been turned off. Thanks George Mader for doing this.
Thanks to John Parker for doing the crack filling on the parking lot. In keeping with the council’s mandate on essential spending, money was donated for this.
I have been in contact with the cleaning company. We will get together to form a cleaning protocol and scheduling as
time gets closer to an opening date.

Thanks, to all those persons who have helped out in the past and also to those who have volunteered
to help going forward.

John Murphy
Property Committee Chairman

Men’s Brotherhood
The Men of St. Paul’s gather on the 2nd Saturday of each month for breakfast, a
brief business meeting and devotions. All males in the congregation are welcome and invited to attend!
Officers: Ken Keefer, President; Mike Heyser, Vice President; Randy Baldini
Treasurer; Randy Arndt, Secretary

Men’s Brotherhood Notes from May 2020 Virtual Meeting:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.

We discussed the actions that the Church Council had decided regarding COVID-19.
We discussed that we need a Chairman for the Brotherhood Sunday as part of the 150th Anniversary.
We discussed that the Bowie Baysox game would have to wait for Baseball to resume.
We decided that the Yard Sale will be postponed due to COVID-19.
We discussed current Property Committee projects which are on Hold for the time being
We discussed that since we are not aware of any member graduating seniors this year the Scholarship will not be awarded this year.
We had a brief devotional on Hope led by Pr. Carolyn.
We decided to have a virtual ZOOM Check-in meeting on May 30th at 9:00am.

The Men’s Brotherhood is open to all men in the congregation of any age. We will meet on the 2nd Saturday of each month
virtually at 9:00 until the Covid-19 threat is over. We will also have member check in meetings on the 4th Saturday of the
Month also at 9:00. Anyone with questions on the Brotherhood can contact any of the Officers.

Ken Keefer

Brotherhood President.
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Upcoming Events

•

•

Grand opening of the Community Garden. (Open and following Governor Hogan’s
order.)
•

Applications are currently being accepted.

•

Please contact, the church office via e-mail (st.paulfulton@gmail.com) to receive
your application, rules & guidelines, plot availability, plot sizes and associated fees,
etc.

St. Paul Picture Day (Canceled by Lifetouch, rescheduled for October 20, 21, &
22). We will reschedule again, if conditions due not permit using the narthex and
parish hall at that time. Watch for more information as the time grows closer.
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May Council
Welcome to Council’s Corner:
The council continues to meet virtually on a more frequent basis to continue
monitoring the situation with COVID-19. Our regularly scheduled monthly
meeting for May was held on the 5th.
We started with a review of April events and operations. John has made
more adjustments at church, shutting off the gas and cleaning out the refrigerator and freezer, etc. John gave an update on the cemetery plots (total
of 1,045) and how we might manage them. Discussions took place about whether and how to open
a limited number of plots and to whom. We will continue to do some fact finding about options
and will be a discussion topic at the congregational meeting.
The congregational meeting was to be held on May 17th but will be postponed. Our pastors continue to monitor legal guidance coming from Synod lawyers on moving forward with meetings and
services. Council members and others have been asked to provide their annual report input.
The next topic was on financial matters. Donna and Mark provided detailed information along
with thankfulness for the extreme generosity of the congregation and people giving both online and
mailing checks. The online process does cost a fee to the church if donations do not include the
processing fee.
Pastor Carolyn and Pastor Dave have both been working on a document outlining opening procedures and all considerations including having John Murphy contact the insurance company as well
about specifics in our policy. Pastor Dave has been working the synods on disaster relief and about
topics like “no-touch” food pantries, working with places like Grass Roots, etc. We discussed other
events that we are involved in that are changing as well including partner ministry.

There is more coming on the 150th Endowment fund for legacy giving. Evangelism events are
changing but continuing with different ways to hold events such as movie group discussion, etc.
Council members and additional volunteers are reaching out to members to do a check-in to make
sure everyone is okay and see if they need anything. Julie gave thanks to the pastoral staff for all
they have done as leaders for our church community in this challenging time. Online services have
served us well so far.
Thank you and tune in next month for another offering of Council’s corner!
Respectfully,

Deb Cowell
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Special thanks to all our contributors and those
that make the News & Notes possible!
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Parish Staff
Rev. Carolyn Shank
Lead Pastor 443-474-2673
pastorcarolynshank@gmail.com
Rev Dave C. Shank
Associate Pastor 301-725-0241
revdavidshank@gmail.com

Tom Leeseberg-Lange
Cantor 410-465-8825
tom4813@verizon.net
Administrative Assistant 301-725-0241
Maya Wilcox (Mon 10-2 pm, Tues.-Fri. 9-1 pm)
st.paulfulton@gmail.com

Parish Council and Contacts
President, Julie Smith 301-483-4774

toomuchjrs@verizon.net
Vice President, Russ Werner 301-421-1815
wwerner@travelers.com
Secretary, Deborah L. Cowell 301-412-8145

dljcowell@gmail.com
Treasurer, Mark Slater 301-928-4300
Mark.a.slater@nasa.gov

Special Notes: Have an item to share for the newsletter?
Please submit items of interest by the 20th of the month
for publication the first Sunday of the following month.
Please let the church know of any Affirmations or
people we should remember and other prayer requests.

Last But Not Least

Stewardship Bob Peters 301-490-5326

Photo releases: As we continue to update our
website we need your help! We have people who
take photos at events and we would like to highlight these events through the website! But, we
also respect your need for privacy. We will not
post photos that show the faces of anyone under
18. We also will not post your photo without your
permission. We ask that you contact the church
office via email or snail mail or put a note in the
“communications box” in the office and let us
know if you DO NOT want your image used on the
site.

bob.peters31@gmail.com

Social Media - Kim Moseman

Financial Secretary, Donna Frederick 301-776-9598
frederickdonna@verizon.net
Evangelism, Pastor Dave Shank 301-725-0241
Worship & Music, Betty Kerwin 301-725-2541
Social Outreach, Lisa Slater mnlslater@verizon.net
Christian Education Elizabeth Ohl
Elizabeth.Ohl@gmail.com

Youth & Family, Susan Meoni smeoni@gmail..com
Property John Murphy 410-917-1022 salj098@msn.com

Are you on Instagram or Twitter? If so, watch for information about St. Paul’s on both!

Communications, Kerry Griffin 301-518-8460

Instagram: stpaulsfulton and Twitter: @stpaulsfulton

kerrygriffin@verizon.net
St. Paul’s Care Ministry, Judy Hewitt-Hassel
410-442-8294 bjnlh4@gmail.com

