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Worship Schedule

301-725-0241

All Worship and Activities have been moved to online platforms (Zoom and Discord). Please watch your e-mail for
details.

April, 2020

Sunday 8:30 am and 11:00 am

Adult Sunday School with Pastor Dave Shank 9:30am (A time of check –in
and prayer)
Children’s Sunday School: Meeting during the week on Zoom for checking in story
time and song until further notice.

Upcoming Events:

Wednesday Bible Study Group: While our building is still closed, Wednesday Bible

•
•
•
•
•
•

Study will continue (when we are able to gather in person again, we will move back to
Thursday night). Beginning on April 15 we will be studying the lament Psalms. These Psalms
give us words to cry out in the midst of struggle and sorrow, and they also affirm our trust in
God! All are welcome to join us on Zoom!

Youth Schedule: Middle School and High School classes are meeting at the regular
9:45am on Sunday time via Discord.
April 26th Youth Group 6:30pm via Discord. (Please let the congregation
know of any ways that the congregation could support our youth during this
time of uncertainty.)

•
•
•

APR 6 EVANGELISM 7PM
APR 7 COUNCIL 7 PM
APR 9 MAUNDY THURSDAY 7PM
APR 11 BROTHERHOOD PARISH HALL 8AM
APR 12 EASTER 6:30 AM, 8:30 AM & 11 AM
APR 12 YOUTH CONFRIMATION CLASS
6:30PM (CANCELED)
APR 21 SR. FELLOWSHIP PARISH HALL 11:30
AM (CANCELED)
APR. 25TH ANNUAL YARD SALE 8AM-2PM
(POSTPONED INDEFINITELY)
APR 26 CONFIRMATION CLASS WITH PARENTS
6:30PM VIA DISCORD

Important Upcoming Dates
Holy-Week Worship Maundy Thursday, April 9th Worship 7 pm via Zoom with a modified Liturgy.
Good Friday, April 10th Worship 12 noon via Zoom with Stations of the Cross online.
Good Friday, April 10th Worship 7 pm via Zoom
Easter Sunday, April 12th Sunrise Service 6:30 am. (Pastor Dave weather permitting
will be broadcasting from outside.)
Easter Sunday, April 12th 8:30 am Service via Zoom
Easter Sunday, April 12th 9:45 am Activities (Watch for details)
Easter Sunday, April 12th 11 am Service via Zoom
Note: If you know someone who would like to be on our e-mail list, please encourage
them to e-mail st.paulfulton@gmail.com to ask to be added.
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News & Notes
Pastor’s Corner
April 2020
We are in the midst of something very new to all of us, for sure. Yes, there have been
global pandemics before. Thankfully, the last one was so long ago that none of us remember it. Sure, we’ve heard stories, or read about it, but now we get to experience
it.
As each day passes, things continue to evolve. My colleagues and I have been talking
about “adaptive leadership” for a few years, and now we get to live into it first-hand.
Not only are we living into adapting to what is going on around us, we are adapting
quickly. Each day seems to bring with it new restrictions, changes to how we can do
things, and going back to the drawing board to figure out what to do.

“Rejoice always,
pray continually,
give thanks in all
circumstances;
for this is God’s
will for you in
Christ Jesus “
1 Thessalonians
5:16-18 (NIV)

There is something very positive going on though, and that is the benefit of technology. Thanks to the internet we have not actually had to cancel many events. We have
had to change them, but not cancel them! Basically, we have moved our congregation
online! We have gathered on Zoom for worship, study, prayer, and education! The
youth have been meeting via Discord for Sunday School and Confirmation classes!
While we can’t meet in person, it has been a lot of fun to see each other on Zoom!
The most interesting is watching the little ones gather for Sunday School Chapel
(during the week) and see how they interact in this way! The coolest thing is to have
people join us from afar. We have people who have logged onto Zoom from Belgium,
Puerto Rico, Florida and Pennsylvania. It’s been fantastic to not just see and hear not
just those who are nearby, but from those connected to us all over the world!
This time has been a reminder that while we love our church building, being church
really is about being the Body of Christ. While we are now under a stay at home order
from our Governor, we can still be the Body of Christ in the world. We will continue
to gather via Zoom and Discord, we will continue to reach out to our friends and
neighbors on the phone, and we will still be a community, even from a distance!
Please know that you are all in my prayers throughout this journey together. If you
want to talk, please don’t hesitate to reach out! We can talk on the phone, FaceTime,
an individual or small group Zoom meeting, or via email!

Peace,

Pastor Carolyn
God’s work,
our hands.
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Associate Pastor
April 2020
This past Sunday I shared a sermon with our congregation via ZOOM
that was based on two of the lectionary texts for the day. I have had some requests to make this sermon available via text as a broader message to our congregation during the time of COVID-19. So, I offer it (page 16 & 17) to you as my
newsletter message for this month of April as we are all in the midst of 30 days
of social distancing and isolation. I pray for each of you daily, and I pray for the
day that we are all united, again my sisters and brothers in Christ. Remember
during times of darkness, we have the dawn; in times of death, we have the
promise of the resurrection. I encourage us to hold to this promise and look forward to the dawn of Easter morning together even though we will be apart.
“I pray for the day that
we are all united again
my sisters and brothStay Well, Stay Safe,
ers in Christ. “

Pastor Dave +

Pastor Dave
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Council President
April 2020

He (Jesus) said to
them "Love the
Lord your God
with all your
heart, with all
your soul, and
with all your
mind. This is the
greatest and most
important
command. The
second is like
it: Love your
neighbor as
yourself."
Matthew
22:37-39

Peace,
.

Julie Smith
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Stewardship

ELCA

With tax season upon us if you need your statement please
email frederickdonna@verizon.net. Your statement can be sent via email.

.

If anyone would like an envelope or pledge card please contact Bob Peters
bob.peters31@gmail.com or email Donna Frederick

“Verily I say unto you, in as

much as ye did it not to one
of the least of these, ye did it
not to me.’’
MATTHEW 22:37b-39

Amazon SmileThanks to all those who donated to St. Paul’s using Amazon Smile. You can continue to do so all year long by
going to the church website at this link https://stpaulslutheran.info/donate#amazon There,
click on the Amazon Smile image. Then you will be taken to the Amazon website. A pop-up will ask if you
want to make St. Paul's your Amazon Smile charity. Click "Yes," then shop as normal.

Giving—
Even through our doors are closed our expenses continue. You are encouraged to continue to mail in your offering to church or to give via Pay pal button on our website. https://stpaulslutheran.info/donate

From the Evangelism Committee:

We usually meet the 1st Monday of the month at 7pm in the Chapel.
For March the committee was devoted to praying for members of the congregation and sending them a
note to let them know we are thinking of them.
For April we are considering taking a virtual tour together on-line https://www.facebook.com/
TriumphantQuartet/ and https://youtu.be/oNLGqMcErNY Also dividing up the directory and checking in
on members via phone, Zoom, letter, card etc.

Activities that are in the works: We are working with the L.E.A.D.
team in finding ways to connect with the community. St. Paul’s is helping
Grassroots to prepare and serve a meal on a bi-monthly basis. These are taking place on third
Saturday of the odd number months at 8 am. Next Event May 16th if conditions allow it. June 6th
an outing to see the Bible Museum in D.C. near K Street. Also an outing to see Esther at Sight &
Sound has been moved to the fall.

Easter Egg Hunt 2020:
Has been canceled

Elizabeth Ohl

Christian Education
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St. Paul’s Senior Fellowship
The next Senior Fellowship luncheon will be held on May 19th beginning at
11:30am. Join us for food and fellowship. (If conditions allow it). If you plan to
attend, please RSVP by calling or emailing Joe and Cathy Dymek at (410-5311057 or jcdymek@verizon.net).
We hope to see you in May and please bring a friend!

Note:
1) We follow Howard County School’s inclement weather policy. If the schools are closed that
day we will not have the meeting. However if, they are delayed, our meeting will go on as
planned.
2) In December, the members of Senior Fellowship created “God’s Grace Bags” that contained
items that could be given to someone that is homeless or in need. The congregation has embraced this ministry and to date 75 bags have been created. At this time, in order to continue,
we are asking the congregation for cash donations to purchase the necessary items to fill more
bags. The items purchased will continue to be non-perishable so that you can keep a bag in
your car. The bags will be updated with contents appropriate for the weather. If you would
like to donate funds, please designate them for Senior Fellowship.

Women’s Group
The Women of St. Paul’s will meet May 2nd 9am to 11 am. Contact Julie
Smith or Sandy August for more information. All women are welcome to
join the 1st Saturday of the month 9 am to 11 am.
We met on-line via Zoom in April, will let you know about May.

Music– Notable Events
Audio Recordings
Youth Choirdays from 7 to 7:45pm.

Tues-

Bell ChoirMeets
in the Bells Room, Tuesdays at 7pm
Chancel Choir- meets
days from 7 to 8:30pm

Thurs-

All practices suspended for
April

Check out the website for recordings of
St. Paul’s services. All services from the
last 2 months can be found under Gallery/Audio. Just click http://
stpaulslutheran.info/messages/sermonaudio
Hearing assistance is available. Please ask
an usher.
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A Congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church of America
ST. PAUL’S LUTHERAN CHURCH

“Like” us on Facebook!

11795 Route 216
Fulton MD 20759

For a while now we have had a St. Paul’s Facebook group, we also have
a public page! Find us and click “like” and share and watch us for announcements! Tell your friends too!

Phone: 301-725-0241

E-mail:
st.paulfulton@gmail.com

www.facebook.com/StPaulsFulton
(St. Paul’s Social Media)

We’re on the Web!
www.stpaulslutheran.info

“Follow” us on Twitter! https://twitter.com/stpaulsfulton

“Tag” us on Instagram! https://www.instagram.com/stpaulsfulton/

Women’s Daily Grace— The Right to be Unbalanced!
3/27/2020

Balance, in my past seven years as a pastor and a mother, has always
seemed to me to be both elusive and unrealistic. After all, balance assumes that the items you have to balance can all fit together on a scale,
in a manageable amount.
Balance accepts that you can always hold a portion of yourself in reserve–that you can divide your identity into equal and piecemeal parts.
Maybe what modern women need most today then is not balance at all, but rather permission
to be occasionally unbalanced.
That’s what Jesus asked of those who would follow him: to deny all else, even family, and take
up your cross for the sake of a mission of love, forgiveness, justice, and reconciliation.
This New Year, the 20th anniversary of the New Millennium, I want to say, “You have the right
to be unbalanced.”
This message is an excerpt from “The grace of an unbalanced life” by Angela Denker in the
January 2020 issue of Cafe

Lectionary Readings for the Month
Apr. 5th– Palm Sunday
Matthew 21:1-11 Procession with Palms; Isaiah 50:4-9a;
Psalm 31:9-16 (5); Philippians 2:5-11; Matthew 26:1427:66 or Matthew 27:11-54

Apr. 12th—Easter Sunday

Apr. 26th—3rd Sunday of Easter

Acts 2:14a, 36-41; Psalm 116:1-4, 12-19 (13); 1 Peter 1:1723; Luke 24:13-35

May 3rd—4th Sunday of Easter
Acts 2:42-47; Psalm 23 (1); 1 Peter 2:19-25; John 10:1-10

Acts 10:34-43 or Jeremiah 31:1-6; Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24
(24); Colossians 3:1-4 or Acts 10:34-43; Matthew 28:1-10
or John 20:1-18

Apr. 19th— 2nd Sunday of Easter

Acts 10:34-43 or Jeremiah 31:1-6; Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24
(24); Colossians 3:1-4 or Acts 10:34-43; Matthew 28:1-10
or John 20:1-18; Acts 2:14a, 22-32; Psalm 16 (11); 1 Peter
1:3-9 John 20:19-31
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Archive April 2020

By: Kerry Griffin
St. Paul’s Archivist
March 27, 2020
Tales from the Archives is a presentation
from the Archives at St. Paul’s.

Contributions of items of significance to
the Church History or contributions of stories are welcome and encouraged.
Please submit by the 20th of the month.
It is the goal of the Archive to preserve
the Church History and make selected
portions of it known to the congregation
from time to time.
I can be contacted at:
301.518.8460 cell

mum number of individuals and families. St. Paul’s is hoping to include as
As I write the next installment of
many of our St. Paul’s family as we
“Tales from the Archive” it is now the can. If you know you can’t sit for a
end of Lent with Easter fast apphoto please consider sharing a phoproaching . The 150th Celebration
to of your own for inclusion in the
has been hampered a bit by COVID- directory.
19 and we have not been able to worThe plan is still to make it a special
ship in our building for a while.
edition with pictures of the actual big
However, we can still share what St. day in October. Then the directory
Paul’s means to us and special mem- will be all assembled with this addiories. I would like to post them on
tional content and hopefully in everyour website in the Archive section. If one’s hands by the end of the year.
you don’t want your story shared
So please plan to be a part of this
there please let me know and perhaps
moment in our history.
I can share it in the newsletter. Since,
sharing inside the church has been
Jack Frost volunteered to help with
suspended for now.
this endeavor. If you have an idea or
would like to join the Directory
Celebration so far Re-Cap
Team, please let me know?
Just to recap for you some of the
special clergy visits and memoires
shared so far, as some of you may
know:

•

Pastor Gerry was the lead-off
clergy

•

John Murphy share in a temple
talk

•

Jim Kerwin shared in a bulletin
insert

•

Pastor Jason burns visited with
us March 1st

•

Betty Kerwin shared in a bulletin
Respectfully Submitted,
insert

•

Bret Hassel will give a temple
talk sometime after Easter, perhaps via Zoom.

kerrygriffin@verizon.net
What’s happening in the Archive?


15oth-Anniversary Re-cap



St. Paul’s Picture Day. (Needs to be

re-scheduled)

•

For May there are plans for another clergy visit.

St. Paul’s Picture Day
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Kerry Griffin
Archivist
Pastor Gerry (January 5, 2020)
“Since I am the lead-off should I
bunt?...”

(Continued page 9)
I wanted to let everyone know that
our time slot with Lifetouch in July
was canceled by Lifetouch due to
COVID-19. They will be sending their
staff out again in August. Please let
me know as soon as you can what
dates work best for you after August.
I am trying to conduct a poll of the
congregation to find a slot with Lifetouch that will work for the maxi-

Volume 13, Issue 04
My Memories from my years at Saint
Paul’s

John Murphy

When the Evangelism committee first
started talking about ways that we could
celebrate (honor) Saint Paul’s, there was a
whole litany of great ideas that were
brought up, none of which were mine, so
when it was suggested that members could
share their memories and what St. Paul’s
meant to them, I thought, I can do that.
When I volunteered, Sally and Cathy simultaneously and somewhat harmoniously
said “let John go first, he’ll set the bar low.
It will be all uphill from there...
My Memories of Saint Paul’s
In 1970 St. Paul’s celebrated 100 years. I
was a part of it. I played my clarinet and
my mother played the organ. The senior
choir was directed by Mrs. Trytten.

The pipe organ was a 1939 Mohler organ
that my mother, Lillian Kerwin played.
She played for well over 100 weddings in
her 50 years as organist. My grandmother,
Gertrud Wessel, used to do the whole altar
guild by herself. Mr. John Wessel took
altar flower to Shut-ins. My grandfather,
Herbert Wessel, used to get wine for Communion...
By Jim Kerwin

Clergy Visit March 1st
I grew up at St. Paul’s, my father was the
Pastor and my bedroom had a view of the
cemetery...
Sermon on file on stpaulsfulton.info
https://stpaulslutheran.info/
messages/sermon-audio
Pastor Jason Burns

Volunteers Needed
I will be attempting to update
the history of “St. Paul’s Volume 3“ from 1995 to the present day.
I need to hear from all those
with a memory of an event they
would like to share or an important happening that should
be recorded and/or photos.
I will be putting this together to
come out this year. Hopefully in
time for the celebration.
Please help me tell our story!

My Memories of Saint Paul’s
When I was a little girl, going to
kindergarten was optional. So, I
didn‘t go. I think it’s because
mom prayed so long to have a
little girl she wanted me with her
as long she could before I had to
go off to school.
Anyway, Mom (Lillian Kerwin)
would go up to church on Friday
mornings to practice the organ
for Sunday’s services. And she
had to take me with her.
I would bring a coloring book and
some toys but soon got tired of
them. Sliding on the floor under
the pews in the church was much
more fun. Mom would yell from
the organ “Where are you?” and I
would pop up between the pews
and say “Here I am.”…

By Betty Kerwin
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Property Committee Notes for March
1.

2.
3.

4.
5.
6.

The Community Garden is now open. The small wire has been installed around the bottom. Please email the church
office at st.paulfulton@gmail.com for an application and information packet. There is a $10.00 discount for members
of Saint Paul’s, but hurry, I have already taken and planted two of the twenty plots. Thanks to Eric Knoernschild and
all the others who helped him with this project.
The mock-up for the extra signage around the church, was approved and the signs have been ordered.
The flooring for the high school classroom (Wessel room) has been installed and looks great! Thanks again to Steve
and Donna Sealing who donated the materials, Steve, who coordinated the install, Ramie, who insisted we only pay
the installers and last but not least, the Brotherhood, who paid the installers. As soon as the church is open again, we
will touch up the baseboard and it should be complete.
Johnson control is ordering and will install the new dialer and antenna for the fire alarm system. After this is complete, we will no longer need the copper Verizon lines that are so problematic.
A special THANK YOU to everyone who came on Tuesday the 17th to help scrub down and sanitize the church. Without your help, I would still be there.
Property and all of us on council have agreed to cease all nonessential expenses. This doesn’t mean that there still
aren’t expenses that exist. We still have utility bills, payroll and other expenses that will continue. Please continue to
support the church and us by continuing to give what you can and join us, on line for Thursday and Sunday church
services, adult Sunday school, high school Sunday school, Wednesday morning prayer and Wednesday Bible study. I
am praying for the safety and health for all of us and for a rapid end to the current pandemic.

Thanks, to all those persons who have helped out in the past and also to those who have volunteered
to help going forward.

John Murphy
Property Committee Chairman

Men’s Brotherhood
The Men of St. Paul’s gather on the 2nd Saturday of each month for breakfast, a
brief business meeting and devotions. All males in the congregation are welcome and invited to attend!
Officers: Ken Keefer, President; Mike Heyser, Vice President; Randy Baldini
Treasurer; Randy Arndt, Secretary

Men’s Brotherhood Notes from March 2020 Meeting:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

We discussed the actions that the Church Council had decided regarding COVID-19.
We decided to have a Brotherhood Sunday as part of the 150th Anniversary.
We discussed that evening’s Spaghetti Dinner and extra precautions that would be taken.
We decided that the Yard Sale would most likely be postponed due to COVID-17.
We discussed current Property Committee projects.
We had a brief devotional lead by Pr. Dave.

The Men’s Brotherhood is open to all men in the congregation of any age. We meet on the 2nd Saturday of each
month for a Breakfast Meeting in the Fellowship Hall at 8:00 am. Anyone with questions on the Brotherhood can
contact any of the Officers.

Ken Keefer

Brotherhood President.
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Youth Brotherhood Assisted Project, Restoration of the Youth/Wessel Room now Blue
Room
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Upcoming Events
•

Grand opening of the Community Garden. (Open and following Governor Hogan’s
order.)

•

Annual Yard Sale (Postponed Indefinitely)

•

St. Paul Picture Day (Canceled by LifeTouch, to be re-scheduled after August)

Past Events

March 14th 6-7:30pm Brotherhood Spaghetti Dinner

Serving the “Safe-Serve” way
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March Council
Welcome to Council’s Corner:

The February meeting was started by this month’s prayer/devotion leader Mark
Slater using the current Lenten devotions book.
Property/Cemetery updates included an accounting of cemetery funds, a proposal
for new signage around the property and in the building, Verizon issues, and the
completion of HVAC work in the Chapel. We had great discussions about the community garden and John provided details on application forms, hours of operation, information for gardening help, advertisements, compost site, and proposed opening on March 15 with a banner to be posted outside.
Pastor Carolyn gave an update on LEAD and reported the there was a joint meeting of both the “listening”
and “wake-up” teams for LEAD. They had a seminar this past week and were given certificates of completion. This will be an ongoing process with the “listening” team continuing their work. “Wake-up” starts
their assignments.
The date for the Congregational meeting is proposed for May 17. This is the same day as the Columbia Jazz
band plays on property. All Annual reports need to be written and are due April 20th. Four members of the
council will be replaced this year: Elizabeth Ohl (Christian Education), Susan Meoni (Youth and Family),
Bob Peters (Stewardship), and Lisa Slater (Social Outreach).
March events will include Lent with Wednesdays being a big day with the following opportunities for prayer
and worship. Brotherhood will meet on March 14th and will hold the Spaghetti dinner. We will begin advertisement of Holy Week/Easter and the Community Garden. Evangelism Team taking a trip to DC. Several
outings are planned including Little Mermaid production at Reservoir High School and Movie night.
Sanitary operations measures will be put into place with the increasing health concerns over the corona virus. We discussed needed changes to prevent spread including reminders to the congregation that there is
hand sanitizer up front and around the church, no sharing of the peace, no intinction for Easter communion,
acolytes and assistant ministers need to use hand sanitizer. Of course all this may change as the situation
changes.
Work continues on the endowment fund proposal, pictorial directory, and other 150 year celebration events.
The Evangelism team has prepared cards made up for 150+ prayers. These cards are sent out when the
group prays for people in the congregation.
The council will begin meeting weekly on Tuesday nights as we monitor the developments on the corona virus outbreak and its effects on St. Paul’s and our faith community.
Thank you and tune in next month for another offering of Council’s corner!

Deb Cowell
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It’s that time again… the annual yard news!

Postponed
How to Zoom
From Zoom Support: video on how to Zoom https://youtu.be/hIkCmbvAHQQ

Overview
In this article, we will discuss how to join an instant meeting through an email invite, an instant messaging invite, from
the browser, from the Zoom desktop and mobile application, from a landline or mobile phone, and with a H.323 or SIP
device.

Before joining a Zoom meeting on a computer or mobile device, you can download the Zoom app from our Download
Center. Otherwise, you will be prompted to download and install Zoom when you click a join link.
You can also join a test meeting to familiarize yourself with Zoom.

Prerequisites
Each meeting has a unique 9, 10, or 11-digit number called a meeting ID that will be required to join a Zoom meeting
If you are joining via telephone, you will need the teleconferencing number provided in the invite.

·

For Windows or Mac Open the Zoom desktop client.

•

Join a meeting using one of these methods:

•

Click Join a Meeting if you want to join without signing in.

Or Sign in to Zoom then click Join

Follow the steps on the next page
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How to Zoom (continued)
Select (check the checkbox) if you would like to
connect audio and/or video and click Join

Please enter you name
so we know who has
joined the meeting.

Your meeting will start. Be sure you have the
right id for the meeting. They are unique.

Note: Only one person can speak at a time. Please keep your microphone muted unless speaking so
we can have the best Audio.

To control video and microphone:
Hover over the meeting window to show the controls for video (you can turn it off and on) and the controls for the microphone (click to turn it off and only turn it on if speaking.

Join by Phone
You can also join by phone with one of the provided local numbers in the e-mail blast and use the
meeting ID and Password.
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Pastor Dave’s Sunday March 29th Sermon
“A Sermon in the Time of COVID-19” in relation to John 11:1-45 and Ezekiel 37:1-14

“How do you write a sermon during this time? It’s the first thing that came to my mind when I sat at my
computer this past week and wanted to begin to write. It was around 6AM in the morning, I was in my office
at St. Paul’s. The building was dark, quiet. The building feels emptier these days, a little colder, a little sadder. These walls that are usually filled with laughter, and song, the bustle of conversation and coffee and the
sounds of the children running around the parish hall. The church building is usually alive. But recently it
feels very dead. A stark image and contrast to what is usually “normal” here at St. Paul’s.
This experience, this image is striking, jarring, sharp, it cuts to bone, but even more so, it cuts to our very
souls. It cuts to my soul. I mourn not being able to see you all my sisters and brothers and Christ. I mourn
not being able to be physically with my colleagues, and my family. My mother, my father, my bishop, other
pastors and friends. I mourn not having my freedom. And I am sure that there are people and things that
you are mourning in your own life this day. Whether it is connected to the current pandemic in our world,
or not.
The imagery in the texts that are before us this day are just as striking, just as jarring. In the reading from
Ezekiel we are given an image of a valley of dry bones. In verse 2 of the 37th Chapter of Ezekiel it is noted,
“there (the bones) were very many lying in the valley, and they were very dry.” Ezekiel is told to speak to the
bones, to prophesy, and in this speaking, this action, as noted in verse 7, “suddenly there was a noise, a rattling, and the bones came together, bone to its bone. (Ezekiel looks) and there were sinews on them, and
flesh had come upon them, and skin had covered them; but there was not breath in them…
So, we have bones now coming together as corpses. The action continues as Ezekiel continues to prophesy,
continues to speak, and then alas, “the breath came into them, and they lived, and stood on their feet.” Later
in this passage, these bones, these people are likened to the people of Israel. They cry out, “Our bones are
dried up, and our hope is lost; we are cut off completely.” This cry has new meaning to us today, does it not,
“our hope is lost, we are cut off completely.” Keep these images, and this passage in your mind.
Let us move onto the Gospel text assigned for this day. In this text from John, we have another death to life
illustration. A familiar tale for many of us in who have been in the faith for years. Perhaps even since our
childhood. I remember this tale growing up vividly. It is the story often called the “raising of Lazarus.” We
just read the story together, so I won’t recount it too much, but what I want you to concentrate on is once
again this is a story of death leading to life. In this story it is through the confident command of Christ, in
the Hebrew text, it was the voice of God commanding Ezekiel, yet in both stories, it was the power of the
Holy Spirit that provided the catalyst and prompted death to become life. (continued page 17)
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You see for us in this time, that power is what we need to hold onto. That promise of the Holy Spirit. It’s the
one thing that keeps us bonded as sisters and brothers. It is a mysterious thing, perhaps a peculiar thing, but
it is power that is recorded in both the old and new testaments. And it is here with us this evening as real as
this candle, this flame burning. God’s spirit is within you and within me. And it is that spirit that lives on in
this life and the next. It is the promise of resurrection, the promise of hope. Jesus says in John’s Gospel,
“Are there not twelve hours of daylight? Those who walk during the day do not stumble, because they see the
light of this world. But those who walk at night stumble because the light is not in them. Sisters, brothers,
friends, family, we see the light of this world as believers in Christ. And not only do we see it. But we are it.
We…are…the light. Just as Jesus commanded, Ezekiel prophesied, and through their words their action they
brought hope to others. So, can we. Through our thoughts, our prayers, our actions, our voices, bring hope
to others during this dark time. For we have the same holy spirit present in our lives, coursing through our
veins, the question is, what will we do with this gift of the Spirit?
I began my sermon setting up a stark contrast of our church building physically empty and full. I said that it
brings me sadness. It still does. But I now say what if this empty building is metaphorically our tomb. And
we are being commanded out of it to ponder, to realize, that it’s nice that we have it, but the church was never the building, the church is us. Always and forever, it lives in the people that carry this message of hope
and light in this generation and the next. The church lives on. In this life and the next. For darkness is shattered by light, and death is defeated by the promise of resurrection, the promise life and life everlasting, this
promise gives us hope. And it is this message of hope that leave you with today. Where are you seeing hope?
Where are you seeing light? Where are you seeing the life-giving presence of the Holy Spirit?”
Work continues on the endowment fund proposal, pictorial directory, and other 150 year celebration events.
The Evangelism team has prepared cards made up for 150+ prayers. These cards are sent out when the
group prays for people in the congregation.
The council will begin meeting weekly on Tuesday nights as we monitor the developments on the corona virus outbreak and its effects on St. Paul’s and our faith community.

Pastor Dave +
11795 Rte. 216
Fulton, MD 20759
Stpaulslutheran.info, Instagram: stpaulsfulton Twitter: @stpaulsfulton

301-725-0241

St.paulfulton@gmail.com
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Special thanks to all our contributors and those
that make the News & Notes possible!
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Parish Staff
Rev. Carolyn Shank
Lead Pastor 443-474-2673
pastorcarolynshank@gmail.com
Rev Dave C. Shank
Associate Pastor 301-725-0241
revdavidshank@gmail.com

Tom Leeseberg-Lange
Cantor 410-465-8825
tom4813@verizon.net
Administrative Assistant 301-725-0241
Maya Wilcox (Mon 10-2 pm, Tues.-Fri. 9-1 pm)
st.paulfulton@gmail.com

Parish Council and Contacts
President, Julie Smith 301-483-4774

toomuchjrs@verizon.net
Vice President, Russ Werner 301-421-1815
wwerner@travelers.com
Secretary, Deborah L. Cowell 301-412-8145

dljcowell@gmail.com
Treasurer, Mark Slater 301-928-4300
Mark.a.slater@nasa.gov

Special Notes: Have an item to share for the newsletter?
Please submit items of interest by the 20th of the month
for publication the first Sunday of the following month.
Please let the church know of any Affirmations or
people we should remember and other prayer requests.

Last But Not Least

Stewardship Bob Peters 301-490-5326

Photo releases: As we continue to update our
website we need your help! We have people who
take photos at events and we would like to highlight these events through the website! But, we
also respect your need for privacy. We will not
post photos that show the faces of anyone under
18. We also will not post your photo without your
permission. We ask that you contact the church
office via email or snail mail or put a note in the
“communications box” in the office and let us
know if you DO NOT want your image used on the
site.

bob.peters31@gmail.com

Social Media - Kim Moseman

Financial Secretary, Donna Frederick 301-776-9598
frederickdonna@verizon.net
Evangelism, Pastor Dave Shank 301-725-0241
Worship & Music, Betty Kerwin 301-725-2541
Social Outreach, Lisa Slater mnlslater@verizon.net
Christian Education Elizabeth Ohl
Elizabeth.Ohl@gmail.com

Youth & Family, Susan Meoni smeoni@gmail..com
Property John Murphy 410-917-1022 salj098@msn.com

Are you on Instagram or Twitter? If so, watch for information about St. Paul’s on both!

Communications, Kerry Griffin 301-518-8460

Instagram: stpaulsfulton and Twitter: @stpaulsfulton

kerrygriffin@verizon.net
St. Paul’s Care Ministry, Judy Hewitt-Hassel
410-442-8294 bjnlh4@gmail.com

