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Regular Worship Schedule
Thursday Evening Service, 7:00 pm (Chapel)
Sunday Morning Services, 8:30am and 11am (Sanctuary)
Sunday School 9:45am for all (Adult year round with Pastor David Shank)
Children (September to June 2018-2019 school year)
DEVOTIONS GROUP:
Join us the First Tuesday of the month from 10 am - 11 am in the Parish Hall. All are welcome, please
come as often as you are able to attend. Our next gathering will be held Tues., Nov. 6th We will be
discussing the gospel readings we will hear in November.

Upcoming Events:
•
•
•
•

Youth:

•

Are you in grade 6 through 12?
Is your youth in grade 6 through 12?
If so, to be added to the email list for the youth group, please contact Susan Meoni at
smeoni@gmail.com.

•
•

Save the Date
Congregational meeting on Sunday, November 11 at 9:45am in the Parish Hall,
all voting members are encouraged to attend. We will be voting on the 2019 budget.
Food Collection November 18, 2018

Cub Scout Pack 1702 is asking for your help in collecting non-perishable food items to help the
Salvation Army provide Thanksgiving meals for families in need. Food donations can be
brought to Parish Hall until November 18, 2018. Monetary gifts (cash or grocery store gift
cards) for families to purchase fresh food items are welcome. Please see Randy Arndt.

•
•
•
•
•

Nov 1 Return Pledge Cards
Nov 3 Women’s Group 9am
Nov 4 All Saint’s Remembrance Sunday (Time falls
back one hour)
Nov 5 Evangelism Meeting
7pm
Nov 6 Devotions Group.
Join us at 10am
NOV 6 CHURCH COUNCIL 7 PM
Nov 10 8 am Men’s Brotherhood
Nov 11 Congregational
Meeting 9:45am
Nov 18 Food Collection
Nov 20 Senior Fellowship
Luncheon 11am Parish Hall
Nov 21 Thanksgiving Eve
Service 7pm
Dec 2 1st Sunday of Advent
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Thanksgiving Eve Service Wednesday, November 21st at 7pm. All are invited to
reflect, give thanks and receive Holy Communion before the Thanksgiving holiday!

Longest Night/Healing Service
On December 19th at 7:00pm we will gather in the sanctuary for a “Longest Night”
worship service. While Advent and Christmas are typically joyous, for many, it is a difficult time.
People struggle with many things: losses, stresses, sicknesses just to name a few. So, this service
will honor the struggles people experience as well as offer prayers and anointing for healing for
any who suffer with illnesses in mind, body or spirit.
Christmas Eve
December

24th,

6:30pm a family worship service with communion and candle light

December 24th, 10:00pm worship with communion and candle light
Christmas Day
December 25th, 10:00am worship with lessons, carols and communion

News & Notes
Pastor’s Corner

A few weeks ago, we heard the passage in Mark’s Gospel where Jesus tells the disciples, “Let the
little children come to me; do not stop them; for it is to such as these that the kingdom of God
belongs.” (Mark 10:14, NRSV)

“Rejoice always,

pray continually,
give thanks in all
circumstances;
for this is God’s
will for you in
Christ Jesus “
1 Thessalonians
5:16-18 (NIV)

That was the second time within a few weeks where we heard of Jesus welcoming the
children and saying the kingdom of God belongs to them. Each week we gather for worship in
our sanctuary. Some weeks there are a bunch of children present, some weeks there are a few
children, and sadly, some weeks there are no children in our midst. But, our children do gather
for Sunday School! They are full of energy and excitement! They are listening to the stories they
are learning during class, and they are listening to the stories during worship! The Sunday
School hour begins with “Chapel time” where I talk to them about the gospel reading for the day.
We also talk about the seasons of the church year and sometimes we cover other things that are
happening. We then pray together. Beginning this Advent season (which doesn’t begin until the
first Sunday in December, but I want you to know in advance), we are going to incorporate a
Children’s Sermon in our worship time in the sanctuary. We are essentially bringing some of
what we do downstairs up to the Sanctuary!
To do this accomplishes a few things…
1.

2.

3.

Our children become incorporated in worship time. This gives the children a “special time”
when they get to come forward during worship, and be part of the conversation while learning the readings for the day. This also gives them a chance to become more familiar with our
worship space and our worship rituals! In doing this, we are heeding what Jesus said, and
bringing the children to him. Even our Lord, in a society that did not regard children in the
same way we do in ours, welcomed the children to be with him. He offered them special
blessings and he made them part of the ministry he was doing. To bring our children to worship and make them part of what we are doing allows us to do the same thing!
We are realizing that the Kingdom of God truly does belong to the children, that their energy
and enthusiasm is good and can be contagious! There is something about the faith of children that is exciting!
Sometimes, to hear a passage presented in a different way than it is during the sermon will
resonate with the grown-ups! I know for me, there are times in worship when the way the
text is presented, “for the children,” helps me to see that passage in a different light and understand it on a new level!

Sure, sometimes the children are squirmy, and sometimes they are too loud, but they
are children! They are part of the ministry we have here at St. Paul’s! They are not just the future
of this place, they are the present of this place! We can learn from them, and from the faith they
have even as we are teaching them of our own faith!
During Advent, the Children’s Sermon will be with the lighting of the candles on the
Advent Wreath, which incorporates our youngest members in that ritual! After Advent, we will
move this time with children to a later part in the service.
Spread the word! Bring the children!

Peace,

Pastor Carolyn
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Associate Pastor
“Through our monetary giving, we can aid in
building a bright future for our community. How
can each of us challenge ourselves in our
giving? We are invited to think about this in two
ways. First, we can make a commitment meeting
or exceeding our pledge from this past year for
2019. Second, we can challenge ourselves between now and December 31st to make an additional gift or gifts to the ministries of St. Paul’s.
Just to dream for a moment, here at St. Paul’s we
have around one hundred and twenty faithful
people and families who give of their treasure to
support the ministries of St. Paul’s on an ongoing
basis. If each would give an additional $18 gift
each week from now until December 31st in commemoration of the end of this 2018 year of ministry, we would gather an additional $28,000.00
for ministry here at St. Paul’s by the close of the
calendar year. Imagine the aid that this
could provide to our community as we
continue to “build this foundation” for
the future of together!”
This is the way I concluded my October
newsletter article. With a promise of a continuing message. In a recent sermon here at St.
Paul’s, I reflected on my love for this time of
year. As we depart the season of “All Hallows
Eve” and move into a season of “Thanksgiving,”
the season of autumn continues.
I love autumn, always have, always
will. Some people look forward to the summer
with the sand beneath their toes and the splash
of the surf. But me, I always look forward to the
brilliance of the trees, and the crunch of the
leaves beneath my feet. I reflect upon a memory
that I have thought of recently as I wrote a sermon in my office here at St. Paul’s. As I gazed
out the window and observed the cars traveling
down Route 216, I was reminded of a time when
I lived in a small studio-style apartment in Hanover, Maryland before I was married to Pastor
Carolyn. I remember as I gazed out that window
- I saw autumn reflected upon my street. Perfect
rows of red trees on one side, and orange trees
on the other. Planted by the creators of this
apartment complex in which I was blessed to
live in for that season of my life. Yet, as I gazed
out on the beauty of each tree, I also watched
the cars passing by on that day, the Mercedes
Benz, the BMW, the new convertible, the things
that represent somehow what has become important in our society. The prestige, the money,
things that are tokens that demonstrate our
standing in our current society. As I continued
to watch the cars pass on this road, I then saw
the station wagon, and then a car not unlike my

own, and those also made me think. I remember
as I took a break and leaned back in my chair, I
once more looked out the window, and I saw the
clouds hovering above the skyline of the rooftops and I saw the brilliance of God’s work next
to a crystal-clear blue sky. As I continued to
write at my desk with my windows open and the
precious autumn air filling my lungs, I heard a
conversation. I looked down and I saw both a
tenant and a person who worked to maintain
the apartments. They were both smiling, they
were having a great time sharing in each other’s
presence. One working there on site, and one
carrying a satchel as if on their way to their
place of work. Each a servant in their own way,
but I pondered who are they serving? And this
then begged me to ask the question, “Who are
we all serving? Ourselves? God?” Are we
relying on selfish ambitions and the desire to
“be great” in the eyes of others? Do we wish glory for ourselves? Do we have a passion to be
noticed, to stand-out, to have all the accolades
and recognition that we “deserve?” Pastor and
founder of the Methodist tradition John Wesley
once wrote on this desire in his 44th sermon,
entitled “Original Sin,”
“We worship ourselves when we pay
that honor to ourselves which is due to God
only. Therefore all pride is idolatry; it is ascribing to ourselves what is due to God alone.”
Each of us is a servant in our own
way, but who are we serving? How are we
serving? How are we called to serve? And
I know that we hear this all the time, but ask
yourself for a moment, how are you called to
serve? In God’s eyes, in God’s Kingdom, the
ideas of power and prestige are different altogether. For it is when we serve, others and
God, that is what truly makes us great.
All are precious in God’s sight. God reaches out
to all, even when we are lost in our own pride or
vanity, our own selfish desire for recognition,
even then, God has outstretched arms ready and
waiting to welcome us back into God’s presence.
Christ says, “It is not so among you, but whoever wishes to become great among you must be
your servant, and whoever wishes to be first
among you must be slave.” Servant leaders,
humility, mercy, humbleness, the things that
may not seem strong in our world, these are
what are most precious in the eyes of God. Just
as Christ came to serve - so are we called to do
so. Our example is clear my friends. As we find
ourselves at this time of year pondering the
things to give thanks for in our lives, let us ask,
“how is our serving and our giving
joined together?”

“but whoever wishes
to become great
among you must be
your servant, and
whoever wishes to be
first among you must
be slave “
Specifically,
how are the ways that
we are spending the
money that we earn
linked with our call to
serve others in the name
of Christ and in the light
of the Gospel message.
You have heard some
powerful, wonderful,
and thoughtful temple
talks over the past few
weeks before our time of
worship together. Allow
us all to continue to be
challenged to think
about our giving to the
ministry here at St.
Paul’s.

Pastor Dave +
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Council President
President's Message—Erik Domaas

October 2018
“With God all
things are
possible!”
Matthew 19:26
KJV

GIVING THANKS

Greetings! As you read this we are now well into the Autumn season , and St. Paul's
will have again sponsored Trunk or Treat as a community event. This is usually a fun
event for the kids and adults, and our youth have stepped up to sponsor games this
year. I hope that it was a successful event! We pause on All Saints Sunday to remember those who have passed ahead of us- and then we look forward to beginning of the
holiday season- before long it will be Thanksgiving.
I think back and we have so much to be thankful for. We are part of a long time congregation here in Fulton. God has a plan for St. Paul's, and He has a plan for each of us
in this church family. Our vision that began years ago to grow the size of this church
property was re-energized to finally complete the expansion of the cemetery. Through
the generosity of many of you, the cemetery expansion was quickly completed. There
were some other capital improvements that were also completed this year-the choir
room renovation, the roof was repaired and the gutters improved to help mitigate the
water collecting in the basement, the gas heat conversion was begun, and the parsonage porch was repaired. We have two more years to collect funds to offset these projects and to complete many more. I ask that each of you join me in helping to reach
our 3-year goal of $316,000.
That work and so much more only happens when you and your fellow members decide
to commit your time to the work of St. Paul's. I send a heartfelt thank you to all of you
who were able and willing to give your time to the many events and activities that we
enjoyed together this year. It takes the talents of many people to make this a living
congregation. Please consider giving more of your time to this wonderful community
of Christ. I am thankful that each of you has made St. Paul's part of your life.

Peace,

Erik
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Stewardship
•
•

ELCA
A reminder: Now that everyone is settling back into the regular routine, if you are
behind in your pledge please, prayerfully consider, “catching-up”.
Pledge cards - return your pledges either via the mail or in person during
worship on November 1st or 4th!
“Verily I say unto you, Inas-

Save—a– Life with Narcan Training

much as ye did it not to one
of the least of these, ye did it
not to me..’’

Women’s Group 11/3 Service Project
Do you knit or crochet or would you
like to learn? The Women's Group
will be making hats for The 500 Hats
Project, to go to Frederick Elementary School students in Baltimore.
We have 5 boxes of yarn donated
from the yard sale and lots of easy
patterns! Join us 11/3 to get started
or see/email Judy Hewitt in advance if
you want yarn and/or patterns.
You can also use your own - any color, any yarn, any pattern, in child sizes.
Judy will collect hats through Sunday
12/9 and deliver them to the group
that will take them to the school,
along with hats made by prisoners
from Jessup (Knitting Behind Bars).
This is a year round project, so hats
collected after 12/9 will go to next
year's giveaway.
The project is open to all, both male
and female.

Thanks,
Judy Hewitt
Thanks, Patrick Thompson for bringing this to our attention.
Stewardship Opportunity to Help National Hunger and Homelessness Awareness Week, Nov 14, 2018 6pm
Twilight Fun Run: This free event is a 5K Run/Walk for the purpose of bringing awareness to homelessness and housing instability in Howard County as a part of the National Hunger and Homelessness
Awareness Week (November 10-18, 2018). This is a twilight run – so attendees are encouraged to wear
bright clothing and bring a flashlight! The event is free but those who plan to attend are asked to register
online (https://www.eventbrite.com/e/giving-run-to-benefit-bridges-to-housing-stability-tickets50537357597). For those who would like to support Bridges financially: cash donations will be accepted at the event & 10%
of Charm City Run sales (between 5 – 8 pm on November 14, 2018) will be donated to Bridges to Housing Stability. The
run/walk will take place on Wednesday, November 14, 2018 from 6:00 pm to 7:00 pm and will start at Charm City Run,
continue around Lake Elkhorn, and end back at Charm City Run (approx. 3 miles). The event page can be accessed
(http://bridges2hs.org/events/charm-city-twilight-giving-run/)
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St. Paul’s Senior Fellowship
Our next Senior Fellowship luncheon will be held on Tuesday, November 20th beginning at 11:30am. Email or phone RSVP (Joe and
Cathy Dymek: 410-531-1057 or
jcdymek@verizon.net). You may also RSVP
on the yellow sheets. Our speaker, Kevin
Leonard from the Laurel Leader, researches and writes on local history. His
topic will be WWII Internees at Fort Meade.
We look forward to seeing you there!

Men’s Brotherhood
The Men of St. Paul’s gather on the 2nd Saturday of each month for breakfast, a
brief business meeting and devotions. All males in the congregation are welcome and invited to attend! Next meeting is October 13th
Officers: Ken Keefer, President; Mike Heyser, Vice President; Randy Baldini
Treasurer; Randy Arndt, Secretary

Women’s Group
The Women of St. Paul’s will resume their studies of “Twelve Extraordinary Women” by John MacArthur, starting with Chapter 5 0n Nov. 3rd
(the first Saturday of the month) from 9 to 11am. Please join us for study,
food, fun and fellowship. We also usually have a service project. All Women are welcome to join.

Music– Notable Events
Audio Recordings
Youth ChoirTuesdays from 6:15-6:45pm.

Bell ChoirMeets in the Bells Room, Tuesdays
at 7pm
Chancel Choir- meets
Thursdays from 7-8:30pm

Check out the website for St Paul’s service’s recordings. All services from the
last 2 months can be found under Gallery/Audio. Just click http://
stpaulslutheran.info/messages/sermonaudio
Hearing assistance is available. Please
ask an usher.
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A Congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church of America
ST. PAUL’S LUTHERAN CHURCH

11795 Route 216
Fulton MD 20759

“Like” us on Facebook!

Phone: 301-725-0241

For a while now we have had a St. Paul’s Facebook group, well now
we have a public page! Find us and click “like” and watch us for announcements! Tell your “friends too!”

Email:
st.paulfulton@gmail.com

www.facebook.com/StPaulsFulton

We’re on the Web!
www.stpaulslutheran.info

Women’s Daily Grace— God had other plans for me!
10/16/2018
Have you ever felt as though God has plans for you that are so unusual that never in your
wildest dreams would have been on your “radar”?
That’s how I felt four years ago when I was elected to the office of synodical women’s organization president. I was content to edit the newsletter, minding my own business,
working in a library, and retiring from many years of working with young people.
But, God had other plans for me.
Remember this Jeremiah 29:11 verse? “For surely I know the plans I have for you, says
the Lord, plans for your welfare and not for harm, to give you a future with hope.”
When I look back, I suspect that God had been preparing me for this role without my knowledge. I had only to trust in
God’s guidance as “I did my job.” It hasn’t always been easy, but I knew the Holy Spirit was there to keep me on task.
Remember, God has a plan and is calling you. Will you listen and answer God’s call?
This message by Karen Retzlaff, president of the Eastern North Dakota synodical women’s organization, was adapted
from the SWO’s June-August 2018 Connections newsletter.

Lectionary Readings for the Month
Nov 4th—All Saint’s Sunday
Isaiah 25:6-9; Psalm 24 (5) ;Revelation 21:1-6a;
John 11:32-44

Nov. 11th - 25th Sunday after Pentecost
1 Kings 17:8-16; Psalm 146 (8); Hebrews 9:24-28;
Mark 12:38-44

Nov. 18th - 26th Sunday after Pentecost
Daniel 12:1-3 Psalm 16 (9) Hebrews 10:11-14 [15-18] 1925 Mark 13:1-8

Nov. 25th—Christ the King Sunday
Daniel 7:9-10, 13-14; Psalm 93 (2);
Revelation 1:4b-8; John 18:33-37
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“Going behind the music of
classic holidays carols”
The next piece of St. Paul’s history
comes to us from Evelyn Potter in the
form of an article taken from the
Howard County Edition of the Sun. I
know that the Choir is looking to add
some new voices so why not get the
congregation thinking ahead and perhaps inspire someone to join the
Choir.

By: Kerry Griffin
St. Paul’s Archivist
October 14, 2018
Tales from the Archives is a presentation
from the Archives at St. Paul’s.
Contributions of items of significance to
the Church History or contributions of stories are welcome and encouraged.
Please submit by the 20th of the month.
It is the goal of the Archive to preserve
the Church History and make selected
portions of it known to the congregation
from time to time.
I can be contacted at:
301.518.8460 cell

What’s happening in the Archive?


“Going behind the music of classic
holiday carols” taken from an article
by Rona S. Hirsch Special to the Sun
Howard County Edition. Songs: A Fulton church will celebrate the history
and harmony of famous as well as obscure Christmas hymns

The whole idea of this performance
“Christmas Carols Around the
World” (Dec. 8, 2001 at 4pm) was
to focus on the Birth of Jesus around
the world and explore countries that
celebrate it and to include everyone
and “Close the door of hate and open
the door of love.” (A quote from
Robert Louis Stevenson.) Something
that is still very much needed in our
time as well.
This tradition began in 1990 sponsored by Baltimore’s Polish Community Association at the ballroom of the
Polish National Alliance Building in
Fells Point. It was the brain child of
Kaya Ploss. St Paul’s Chancel Choir
was part of these performances as
well.

baritone Andrew David Levy, St.
Paul’s Chancel Choir and Youth Choir
members including Amanda and
Dayna Jorgenson.
The 2001 program showcased 20 carols which included hymns from England, France, The United States, Italy,
Austria, China, Poland and the Balkans, with a narrative explaining their
history.
The Chancel Choir performed the
dark “Coventry Carol” which dates
from the 15-th Century English play.
Alina and Krys sang “Silent Night,
Holy Night” to guitar in German from
a copy of the original manuscript. The
English version “Night of Silence” was
sung by Dayna Jorgenson and Amanda Plecha. The girls also sang a Chilean and Czechoslovakian carol with the
choir.
The concert was beautifully done and
connected everyone to the different
cultures celebrating Christmas and
made the world seem a little smaller
as well as being uplifting and as Rev.
Rod Ronneberg (Pastor at the time of
St. Paul’s) said, “It’s a wonderful way
for people to start the holiday season.”

Thanks to Evelyn for sharing this
piece of our holiday history here at St.
It came to St. Paul’s in 1999 when
Alina Kozinska St. Paul’s music direc- Paul’s. While we no longer have these
concerts at St. Paul’s it is food for
tor and professional singer accepted
an invitation from Kaya Ploss to host thought as this year’s plans unfold
the concert at St. Paul’s. (This began with our present Cantor Tom
Leeseberg-Lange, Chancel Choir and
our tradition of a half-an-hour prelude of Christmas Carols before Christ- Youth Choir.
mas Eve as there was so much music
So as we celebrate Thanksgiving this
to share. A tradition that still continmonth and give thanks at the beginues today.)
ning of the holiday season, please conAlina edited the script, incorporating
the history of about 20 carols and
selected the music with follow congregant Anne Bentz. Their goal was to
highlight carols from as many different cultures as possible.

sider offering your time and talent to
one of St. Paul’s Choirs and be a part
of our new traditions at St. Paul’s such
as 12th Night which is an Epiphany
Celebration which also feature carols,
history, food and fellowship.

The concert was given a second year
in 2000 and added a harpist Krys
Surowiec (Alina’s sister) to St. Paul’s
Chancel Choir.

Special thanks to Sandy August for
filling in some of the details not in the
articles.

Respectfully Submitted,
For 2001’s performance Alina
Kozinska concert featured her and her
husband’s(Stan Plecha) daughter
Amanda Plecha, baritone Jozef
Archivist
Surowiec, Krys Kozinsk, bass-

Kerry Griffin
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Behind the Music of the
Carols
The Chancel Choir of St. Paul’s
Lutheran Church in Fulton, MD
practices for the “Christmas Carols Around the World” concert.
This event will feature stories
about the hymns.

Karl Merton Ferron: Sun Staff

Amanda Plecha, 14 (left) of Columbia and
Dayna Jorgenson, 12 of Clarksville practice singing “Night of Silence” The pair will
also perform a Chilean folk song and Czechoslovakian carol with the choir. The
“Christmas Carols Around the World” concert will be presented at 4pm Dec 8 at St.

Members of St. Paul’s Lutheran Church Chancel
Choir will perform “Coventry Carol” which dates
to a 15th-century play.
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Property committee Notes November 2018 Activity
1.
2.

3.
4.

5.
6.
7.

The gas conversion continues, but at a slower pace than predicted. B G & E apparently has a huge
backlog. The new date for installation of the gas lines are November 26-30th.
With the work on the parsonage porch completed, George Mader is finishing up with all the remaining items that needed to be abated. The new basement door has been installed and work is beginning on the pantry. This should complete all the repairs needed for the abatement.
A leak developed in the old entry of the church. The ridge and flashing has been resealed and the
leak seems to have stopped.
There seems to be a lot of dissatisfaction with the cleaning of the church. After looking over the contract with Jani King, we found a lot of what was supposed to be cleaned, was not and that it was not
being cleaned with the frequency spelled out in the contract. We are looking at other options.
Randy Arndt contacted Simplex Grinnell about getting the fire suppression system in the kitchen
hydro tested.
Randy Arndt is in the process of setting up training for recertification for servsafe. Please contact
Randy a.s.a.p. if you would like to sign up for training.
Ken Keefer brought up the idea of a community garden. We are researching and getting information on if and how to proceed with this.

John Murphy
Property Committee

Men’s Brotherhood Notes from October 2018 meeting:
1. We discussed the progress on the Natural Gas Conversion project.
2. We decided to not have a Farm to Table Dinner this November but may schedule one next Spring.
3. We discussed that Thrivent is offering matching funds for Thrivent Members who wish to contribute to Hurricane Relief efforts.
4. We had a brief devotional Lead by Pr. Dave.
The Men’s Brotherhood is open to all men in the congregation of any age. We meet on the 2nd Saturday
of each month for a Breakfast Meeting in the Fellowship Hall at 8:00 am. Anyone with questions on
the Brotherhood can contact any of the Officers.

Ken Keefer

Brotherhood President.
.
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From the Evangelism Committee:
I have written about How/When/Where does the Evangelism Committee START – well it’s
happening!! It may only be baby steps, but we plan to be making full strides in the next
couple months. We welcomed David Shank into the fold bringing with him years of experience and spirit.
We all need to spread the word to neighbors, friends, even strangers welcoming them to
our church. And as we have new people arrive, be sure to welcome them into our church
body.
Activities that are in the works:
November 21st 7pm Wednesday, Thanksgiving Eve Service.
We cordially invite you to join us with your ideas and thoughts that will energize
OUR congregation.

Too Young for Sunday School?
Is your child too young for Sunday School? From 9:45am-10:45am parents may bring their infant
(s)/toddler(s) to our Nursery and enjoy conversation time with Pastor Carolyn and other parents.
In October, we will begin discussing the book Is That Poop on My Arm?: Parenting While Christian by Justin Lind-Ayres
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Council Synopsis
St. Paul’s Council Meeting Synopsis:
October 2, 2018
Devotions-Pastor Carolyn
OLD BUSINESS DISCUSSIONS:
Review and approval of September minutes.
Rally Day was filled with a positive energy and many committees participated and the event
was well attended.
Capital Campaign including Cemetery board is up to date.
Property highlights-Lead abatement on parsonage is complete. Water test was negative for
lead. BG&E is backed up, so waiting for the natural gas tie-ins.
NEW BUSINESS DISCUSSIONS:
Evangelism meeting was held on October 1st. Evangelism will start to work with other committees to assist in programs and activities. Ken Keefer had a great idea to create a community garden. A community garden template will be created.

The current copier lease ends in January 2019. Doceo Office Solutions have provided a new
quote, which was approved.
The 2019 Budget was reviewed and changes were made as needed.
CLOSED IN PRAYER-PASTOR CAROLYN
NEXT MEETING, Tuesday, November 6, 2018 @ 7pm
Humbly submitted,
Julie Smith
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LEAD (Living Everyday as Disciples)
There is an African Proverb that says, “If you want to go fast, go alone. If you want
to go far, go together.” We know that everyone here at St. Paul’s wants to see the
church “go far” and that is why we are on the LEAD journey. Over the summer the
LEAD team held a number of listening sessions, where members were able to share
what they see as the important characteristics of the congregation. Our next step will
be to listen to the community to see what they need and hopefully we will find a way to pair up our passion and the community’s needs.
Before we go out in the community we wanted to share some of what we heard this summer. The biggest
thing and something that many will not find surprising is that what is changing is the world outside of the
church. People are being pulled in many directions by other activities that weren’t around 10, 20 or 50
years ago. We also found that many people are passionate about music. Not just the hymns we sing during the service but also our different musical groups (Choirs, Bell Choir and Coming with the Clouds)
and the concerts we have had in our pavilion. Our congregation also stands behind and has a lot of support for our young people. We support our youth and the different opportunities that they have to participate in fellowship and Christian education. Our members also let us know that they are proud to be part
of a traditional Lutheran congregation and we would like to see more people becoming members. Our
members also have a desire to serve the community. Many aren’t completely sure what this would look
like but they still want to see us reaching out to neighbors (locally, nationally or global is still to be determined) and helping. There are many other great and thought-provoking things that we will be reflecting
on as we go over everything that was said at the listening sessions.
Our LEAD team is now going out to talk to the community so we ask that you keep us in your prayers
during this task. Also, members of our LEAD team will be updating committees with information we
learned from the congregation that may help them with their missions. We will be back to have more
discussions with the congregation once we learn what the community needs.
Thank you again!
The LEAD Team
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Octoberfest in the Pavilion—Huge Success!

A great time was had by all at
our Octoberfest sponsored by
Worship and Music.

October 6 (12-3pm)

Bittersweet

Marilyn & Jim

We had members from the congregation and the community
participate. Some even came in
Bavarian clothing and there was
dancing! Plenty of food, chili,
sandwiches, wraps, fruit etc.
both provided and brought to
share and of course there was
plenty of music to enjoy!
We had three groups performing music we knew and original
music as well. Ralph Leeseberg
entertained on guitar all the
way from Columbus Ohio.
Bittersweet (Lisa and Sadie)
came to us from Ellicott City and
entertained on guitars made by
Lisa’s husband! Then last but
not least Marilyn and Jim from
DC Metro Area also entertained
us with guitar and some jokes
as wells.
Ralph’s closing number, an original song, offered a possible
solution to the troubles of our
time. “It really doesn’t matter
where there from, or how their
different, or what they say, the
only thing that matters is we
Love them anyway!”

Ralph Leesberg
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So if you missed it, you missed a
most enjoyable afternoon of
food, fun, fellowship!

Trunk or TreatThis year’s Trunk or Treat sponsored by
the Youth featured a new format; games
for the little ones, a “haunted trail” for the
older ones, plenty of trunks to visit for
trick or treating! We did some Evangelizing as well. Pastor David gave out 50 treats
with a flyer attached for Thanksgiving Eve
Service. The weather for the most part was
delightful with some sun, but a chilly
breeze. Most importantly it did not rain!
There was food and beverage being sold by
the Youth and they also ran the games.
Simply a beautiful, heart warming family
fellowship time. Pastor David and Carolyn
estimate during the 4-6pm period we had
foot traffic of about 89 to 150 people including people from outside the community. We even collected canned goods. Wonderfully done! Can’t wait for next year’s
festivities!
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The pumpkin car

The Evangelism Table

The “Chicken Coupe”

The “haunted” flat bed

Skelton lounge

Pastor David’s “Treats”

The Halloween Spirit

The “duck” game

The Youth Snack Table

Candy Land Van
The 95 “Reeses” in honor of
Martin Luther’s 95 Thesis as
today was Reformation Sunday!

101 Dalmatians
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Incredible!
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Special thanks to all our contributors and those
that make the News & Notes possible!
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Parish Staff
Rev. Carolyn Shank
Lead Pastor 443-474-2673
pastorcarolynshank@gmail.com
Rev Dave C. Shank
Associate Pastor 301-725-0241
revdavidshank@gmail.com
Tom Leeseberg-Lange
Cantor 410-465-8825
tom4813@verizon.net
Maya Wilcox
Administrative Assistant 301-725-0241
st.paulfulton@gmail.com (Mon 10-2pm, Tues -Fri 9-1pm)

Parish Council and Contacts
President, Erik Domaas 301-221-4306
edomaas@gmail.com
Vice President, Russ Werner 301-421-1815
wwerner@travelers.com
Secretary, Julie Smith toomuchjrs@verizon.net
Treasurer, Mark Slater 301-928-4300
mnlslater@verizon.net
Financial Secretary, Donna Frederick 301-776-9598
frederickdonna@verizon.net
Evangelism, Pastor Dave Shank
Worship & Music, Dave Riethmiller 724-518-1414
astrodave84@gmail.com
Social Outreach, Lisa Slater mnlslater@verizon.net
Christian Education, Elizabeth Ohl
Elizabeth.ohl@gmail.com
Stewardship, Bob Peters 301-490-5326
bob.peters31@gmail.com
Youth & Family, Susan Meoni
smeoni@gmail.com
Property, John Murphy 410-917-1022
SalJo98@msn.com
Communications, Kerry Griffin 301-518-8460
kerrygriffin@verizon.net

Special Notes: Have an item to share for the newsletter?
Please submit items of interest by the 20th of the month for
publication the first Sunday of the following month.
Please let the church know of any Affirmations or people we should remember and other prayer requests.

Last But Not Least
Photo releases

As we continue to update our website we need your
help!
We have people who take photos at events and we
would like to highlight these events through the
website! But, we also respect your need for privacy.
We will not post photos that show the faces of anyone under 18. We also will not post your photo without your permission. Over the next few weeks we
ask that you contact the church office via email or
snail mail or put a note in the “communications
box” in the office and let us know if you DO NOT
want your image used on the site.

Social Media
Are you on Instagram or Twitter?
If so, watch for information about St. Paul’s new
accounts on both! Instagram: stpaulsfulton
and Twitter: @stpaulsfulton

