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Summer Worship Schedule
Sunday 8:30am (Simple Communion, Pavilion) 10am (Traditional, Sanctuary)
Thursday evening service 7:00 pm continues each week
Regular Worship Schedule Resumes September 9th, (Rally Day)
8:30am and 11am (Sanctuary)
Adult Sunday School 9:15am with Pastor Dave Shank (will continue year round)
Note: Children’s Sunday School resumes September 16th at 9:45am, Adult changes to 9:45am
DEVOTIONS GROUP:

Upcoming Events:
•
•

Join us the First Tuesday of the month from 10 am - 11 am in the Parish Hall. All are welcome,
please come as often as you are able to attend. Our next gathering will be held Tues., Sep. 4th

•

Youth:

•

PM

CONFIRMATION CLASS
The excitement of Rally Day continues into the evening! All 7th and 8th graders are invited to bring a •
parent for the confirmation class orientation meeting: Sunday, September 9th, 6:00-7:00 PM. If you
•
cannot attend this meeting but would like to participate in this Confirmation Class,
please contact Pastor Carolyn.
“RULES OF ENGAGEMENT”
Youth Group meetings will also resume on September 9th from 7:00-8:00 PM!
What are the “Rules of Engagement?”

Sep 3 Evangelism Committee 7pm
Sep 4 Devotions Group.
Join us at 10am
SEP 4 CHURCH COUNCIL 7

•

Sep 9 Rally Day and Involvement Fair
Sep 9 Resume Regular
Worship Schedule
Sep 18 Senior Fellowship
Luncheon
Oct 6 9-11am Women’s
Group

Save the Date
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News & Notes
Pastor’s Corner
This summer, Carla Heyser was accepted into the Lutheran Youth Organization (LYO).
This is the Delaware-Maryland Synod high school leadership program. While attending
Road trip in Ocean City our high school youth saw those who were already part of LYO
leading the event. This sparked Carla’s interest so she applied and was accepted!

“Rejoice always,

pray continually,
give thanks in all
circumstances;
for this is God’s
will for you in
Christ Jesus “
1 Thessalonians
5:16-18 (NIV)

Once a youth is accepted to LYO they attend an event where they are “sorted”
into teams. Those teams are: worship, music, service and outreach, fellowship and hospitality, small group and elementary. Carla auditioned for the music and was “sorted” into
that team! Throughout the coming year, she will attend events with those on all the
teams of LYO, as well as meeting with the music team for rehearsal and preparation.
This team will provide music at different youth events in the synod. She will be working
with the music team synod mentors as well as with her congregational mentor and myself. Her congregational mentor is Dave Riethmiller, who Carla has been working with
over the last few years in the Coming with the Clouds group!
As the congregational mentor, Dave will be working with Carla to find ways to
implement what she is learning at training sessions here at St. Paul’s. This is an exciting
new venture for our congregation and a wonderful opportunity for Carla!
In August the entire LYO group met for an organizational retreat. At the close of
that retreat there was an orientation for adults connected to the youth who are participating. Mike Heyser, Dave Riethmiller and I attended the orientation to find out more
about the group and the things that will be happening. Carla will have a busy schedule
with trainings and meetings. She will be attending both the middle school and high
school synod events. At the end of orientation there was closing worship. Since Carla is
on the music team, she was already part of leading worship for the closing worship service!
It was great to see her already being part of this wonderful group of youth! This
is the largest group the synod has ever had, with 73 youth participating on the six teams!
Please take a moment to congratulate her for being accepted to LYO and to ask
her how things are going over the next few years!
Peace,

Pastor Carolyn
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Associate Pastor
Matthew 6:1-4 - Giving to the Needy
6 “Be careful not to practice your righteousness
in front of others to be seen by them. If you do,
you will have no reward from your Father in
heaven. 2 “So when you give to the needy, do not
announce it with trumpets, as the hypocrites do
in the synagogues and on the streets, to be honored by others. Truly I tell you, they have received their reward in full. 3 But when you give
to the needy, do not let your left hand know what
your right hand is doing, 4 so that your giving
may be in secret. Then your Father, who sees
what is done in secret, will reward you.
Matthew 6:19-24 - Treasures in Heaven
19 “Do not store up for yourselves treasures on
earth, where moths and vermin destroy, and
where thieves break in and steal. 20 But store up
for yourselves treasures in heaven, where moths
and vermin do not destroy, and where thieves do
not break in and steal. 21 For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.22 “The eye is
the lamp of the body. If your eyes are healthy,
[c] your whole body will be full of light. 23 But if
your eyes are unhealthy,[d] your whole body will
be full of darkness. If then the light within you is
darkness, how great is that darkness!24 “No one
can serve two masters. Either you will hate the
one and love the other, or you will be devoted to
the one and despise the other. You cannot serve
both God and money.

I love so much our Adult Christian Education Class that is held here at St. Paul’s on
Sunday mornings. The one thing that stands out
so much in this group compared to others that I
have lead is the level of engagement and curiosity. We have robust spiritual, cultural and theological conversations that uplift me as a pastoral
leader. I encourage all in the congregation to
please feel free to “drop-in” at any time between
our two worship services on Sundays in the parish hall and to join the dialogue!
During the summer months, our class
has been deeply engaged with scripture and
study. For the past couple of weeks, our conversations have lead us to the two above texts taken
from the book of Matthew. We have encouraged
each other to look at these texts in relation to
our own lives, and we have challenged ourselves
in our spiritual walk around the idea of generosity. We are asking ourselves, “how are we tru-

ly being generous with our time, our talents, and our treasure? How are we giving to others? How are we giving to our
communities? How are we giving to St.
Paul’s?”
As the summer fades into the autumn
months, all in our community will start to think
about our generosity. This time of year seems to
make us pause and think of the beauty of God’s
creation. We are reminded and give thanks as
the autumn leaves turn to bright colors of orange, and yellow and red. There is often a little
bit of crispness to the air. September in many
ways marks a transition as we begin to look toward the autumn holiday season. Such days as
All Hallows Eve, All Saints Sunday and Thanksgiving all come to the horizon just like a harvest
moon rising. During this season we are often
reminded of the harvest of God’s blessings that
are in our lives that are just as real as the crops
and fruits that are harvested and make their way
to our tables. In the spirit of God’s generosity,
we must ask ourselves, how are we being
generous? In the above text from the book of
Matthew we are reminded, “where your treasure
is, there your heart will be also…” I encourage
all of us during this month to take some time to
pray and think about where we are placing our
treasures? I encourage all of us to ask ourselves,
where are we placing our time? Where is
our emphasis in life at the moment?
Where is our giving placed at the moment? Are there places in our life where
we can be more gracious, or give more?
I am personally reminded of these
questions during this time of year because of my
role in the other ministry that I serve. Alongside
my service to St. Paul’s as your associate pastor,
I also currently serve as a development specialist for Wesley Theological Seminary. In that
ministry role, I aid in focusing the attention of
the alumnae and alumni of the institution on
their continual generosity. It is this time of year
that Wesley Seminary enters a time when we ask
our graduates to think about how they can be
better engaged with their alma mater and how
they can generously give back monetarily and in
creative ways.

“Do not store up
treasures on earth”
(Matthew 6:19)
I am always so inspired by
the generosity of our graduates during this time of
year, and it causes me to
think about the generosity
of the members of our community here at St. Paul’s. As
we begin to enter our own
season of stewardship here
at St. Paul’s, let us begin to
ponder and pray, and imagine together. What can
give of our own time,
talent and treasures to
continue to uplift and
grow the ministries of
our church?
This autumn we
will be encouraged in a new
way to reflect upon our generosity. I am excited for this
season, and I look forward
to writing more next month.
To be continued….

Pastor Dave +
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Council President
President's Message—Erik Domaas

August 2018

“With God all
things are
possible!”
Matthew 19:26
KJV

Wow, what a fun and busy summer it has been. Once again St. Paul's was blessed to be able to host the
week-long Vacation Bible School. We run a unique program because it is a daytime program. Many
churches now host an evening program because that is when volunteers are available. We owe a large
thanks to everyone who helps makes this unique program possible. Our youth are instrumental to this
volunteer pool- a special thanks as well to those younger folks who were able to help.
We were able to host the second annual Peach Festival in the pavilion, and despite the Sunday afternoon
event time, we again saw a great turnout and we enjoyed entertainment from the Silver Hill String Band.
Thanks to everyone who supported this fun, family-friendly event . Special thanks s to the Heyser family for generously supplying peaches for baking, peaches for sale , and making a generous contribution of
baked goods for sale. Because the event falls right at the end of VBS, we are able to enjoy the outdoor
games and the tractor ride that are held over from VBS. The evangelism committee will work to expand
this event next year to a true community outreach event.
We enjoyed hearing from the youth who attended the gathering in Houston as they led worship August
16 and August 19. As I write this, we are days away from the annual Corn Roast. A special thanks to the
Men's Brotherhood and to the many members of the congregation who help make this a fun, traditional
event for our church family. I expect that we will have a great event again this year. All of these events
show that we have the talent and energy to reach our surrounding community and be the welcoming,
traditional church that we want to be.
In order to help us become that vibrant community, we will sponsor a new version of Rally Sunday on
September 9th. This will be a chance to enroll for Sunday school and for us to showcase our numerous
ministries and groups to each other and to the community. If you have been curious about music ministry, helping with worship, outreach or service ministries, I hope you will plan to attend after one of the
two Sunday services on September 9th.
Peace,

Erik
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Stewardship

ELCA

A reminder:
As summer continues, and as you travel, pleases don't forget your gifts and offerings for
St. Paul's! We also ask that you please prayerfully consider where you currently are in your
giving. If you are behind on your pledge (either officially made or made within your
family) and are able to "catch up," please do!
“Verily I say unto you, Inasmuch as ye did it not to one
Charitable Giving under the New Tax Law
by Erik Domaas
As we wind down the calendar year, it is important to remember that your monetary gifts help this congregation do the work that
none of us can accomplish as individuals. The changes to the tax law this year affect the deductibility of your charitable gifts that
many of us have become accustomed to using. I encourage you to not become fixated on the tax law, and instead to prayerfully consider the real reason you give to St. Paul's, and to increase your commitment of giving regular offering as well as supporting the capital campaign.
There are still some ways to help minimize your tax burden. If you are 70 1/2 years old and own assets in a traditional IRA, you
may be facing the requirement to take a minimum distribution from that IRA. You can direct a gift to be sent to qualified charities
directly from your IRA as part of your required minimum distribution. This gift is not considered part of your taxable income for
2018 as long as the gift occurs this calendar year.
If you cannot itemize deductions, but your charitable giving could be "bunched" or "bundled" to a level that exceeds the new standard deductions , you could create a gift for the coming 2 or 3 years donated in a single year. This would be one strategy that seems
popular among financial planners and the development professionals who raise funds for charities. If you were to do this, the charity should be notified of your special gifting actions.
If you have traditionally given to charities at the very end of the year- you are not alone. However, the landscape has changed, and
it may not be necessary to wait until year-end to see the tax effects, if any, on your charitable giving. St. Paul's will be seeking guidance and assistance from the Synod's charitable giving coordinator to bring us information. Together with educational assets and
outside expertise, we hope to bring knowledge and workshops to Fulton to help with Legacy Planning. If this type of workshop is of
interest to you, please let the church office know.
Lastly, the outlines above are informational only that I gathered from numerous print and on-line resources. You should do your
own research and consult your own tax and legal advisors to ensure that your plans and actions achieve your desired goals.
Peace,

Erik

Senior Fellowship Project
This fall, the Senior Fellowship will be assembling care packages for college students living away from home. These
packages are a nice way to remind young college students that they are thought of and cared about. We are looking for
the names and addresses of your children, grandchildren, nieces, nephews and friends of the family that you think
might like to have one. If you would like to make a monetary contribution to this Senior Fellowship project, it would
be greatly appreciated. The cost of each care package is approximately $50 which includes the contents and the mailing. Please sign up on the back of the yellow sheet, place the required information in the collection plate or email Joe
and Cathy Dymek at jcdymek@verizon.net.
Please submit the following information for your care package.

Senior Fellowship College Student Care Package
I/We would like one sent to:
NAME: _________________________________________
ADDRESS: ______________________________________
______________________________________
YOUR NAME:____________________________________
RELATIONSHIP TO STUDENT: ____________________
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St. Paul’s Senior Fellowship
Our next Senior Fellowship luncheon will be held on Tuesday, September 18th beginning at 11:30am with food, fellowship and fun. If you plan
to attend, please RSVP by calling or emailing Joe and Cathy Dymek at
(410-531-1057 or jcdymek@verizon.net) or signing up on the yellow
sheets. Our theme will be filling college “care” packages. See sheet on
page 5 for more information
Hope to see you there!
Joe & Cathy

Men’s Brotherhood
The Men of St. Paul’s gather on the 2nd Saturday of each month for breakfast, a
brief business meeting and devotions. All males in the congregation are welcome and invited to attend! Next meeting is September 14th.
Officers: Ken Keefer, President; Mike Heyser, Vice President; Randy Baldini
Treasurer; Randy Arndt, Secretary

Women’s Group
The Women of St. Paul’s will resume their studies of “Twelve Extraordinary Women” by John MacArthur, starting with Chapter 4 0n October 6th
(the first Saturday of the month) from 9 to 11am. Please join us for study,
food, fun and fellowship. We also usually have a service project. All Women are welcome to join.

Music– Notable Events
Audio Recordings
Youth ChoirTuesdays from 6:15-6:45pm.

Bell ChoirMeets in the Bells Room, Tuesdays
at 7pm
Chancel Choir- meets
Thursdays from 7-8:30pm

Check out the website for St Paul’s service’s recordings. All services from the
last 2 months can be found under Gallery/Audio. Just click http://
stpaulslutheran.info/messages/sermonaudio
Hearing assistance is available. Please
ask an usher.
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A Congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church of America
ST. PAUL’S LUTHERAN CHURCH

11795 Route 216
Fulton MD 20759
Phone: 301-725-0241
Email:
st.paulfulton@gmail.com

We’re on the Web!
www.stpaulslutheran.info

“Like” us on Facebook!
For a while now we have had a St. Paul’s Facebook group, well now
we have a public page! Find us and click “like” and watch us for announcements! Tell your “friends too!”

www.facebook.com/StPaulsFulton

Women’s Daily Grace— Invitation to Hospitality!
8/19/2018

We read again and again in the Old Testament that one of the practices that
marked the culture of Israel was hospitality for the stranger
(Deuteronomy 10:18-19). Hospitality and compassion could create new, equivalently life-giving intergenerational family ties.
God’s command to show hospitality is not just fit for ancient people, but also for
us, in our time.
Does God’s invitation to hospitality include our neighbors (even those we do not
know) who are poor or struggling or lonely? Might we also think of our congregations this way, as places
where hospitality and the gift of family ties can create that web for people who don’t otherwise have it?
God, open our eyes and hearts to the power of hospitality to make the world a healthier, more loving place
where everyone knows home.
This message is an excerpt from “Hospitality as grace” by Catherine Malotky in the May 2018 issue of
Gather magazine.

Lectionary Readings for the Month
Sep. 2—15th Sunday after Pentecost
Deuteronomy 4:1-2, 6-9 Psalm 15, James 1:17-27,
Mark 7:1-8, 14-15, 21-23

Sep. 30th—19th Sunday after Pentecost
Numbers 11:4-6, 10-16, 24-29, Psalm 19:7-14
James 5:13-20 Mark 9:38-50

Sep. 9th - 16th Sunday after Pentecost
Isaiah 35:4-7a, Psalm 146 , James 2:1-17, Mark 7:24-37

Sep. 16th - 17th Sunday after Pentecost
Isaiah 50:4-9a, Psalm 116:1-9, Psalm 116:1-9, James 3:1-12 ,
Mark 8:27-38

Sep. 23rd—18th Sunday after Pentecost
Jeremiah 11:18-20, Psalm 54, James 3:13 -4:3, 7-8a,
Mark 9:30-37
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Herman and Katie Wessel
September’s story comes to us from Patrick Thompson and I thought it
would be good to share some additional Wessel history.

By: Kerry Griffin
St. Paul’s Archivist
August 21, 2018
Tales from the Archives is a presentation
from the Archives at St. Paul’s.
Contributions of items of significance to
the Church History or contributions of stories are welcome and encouraged.
Please submit by the 20th of the month.

Herman Wessel was born in Germany and came to America in 1876. Three
of his brothers came to America with his brothers August and George also
settling in Fulton and being members of St. Paul’s. Herman married Catherine (Katie) Hines, the daughter of Jacob and Catherine Hines founding
members of St. Paul’s, in 1880 in the parsonage of St. Paul’s by Rev. Ide.
Katie was the only one of 6 brothers and sister to maintain membership at
St. Paul’s her entire life. Herman and Katie purchased farmland that today is
much of the Maple Lawn community. Herman would eventually divide his
farm giving half to each of his sons. The half on what is today John’s Hopkins Road, with part being the residential part of Maple Lawn and the rest
currently being where APL is, was given to his younger son Edward and the
half being where much of the commercial district of Maple Lawn going to his
son Arthur. Herman died in 1926 after he was kicked by a horse and several
days later had a heart attack. Katie lived with her son Edward and his wife
Margaret until she had a stroke in the early 1930s. At that time she went to
live with her daughter Elizabeth until she died in 1944. Both are buried in
St. Paul’s Cemetery. Herman and Katie had 5 children.
1)Arthur William Wessel (1881-1951) married Mary Bassler (18901941). Their children were Frank, John, Stanley, Albert Vernon, Irving, Raymond and Dorothy (married name Vollmerhausen). All are buried in St.
Paul’s Cemetery
2)Annie Wessel (1883-1929) married Walter Sealing (1888-1937).
Their children were Spencer, Lester, Catherine, Mildred (married name Wallich), Donald and Allen
3)Edward August Wessel (1885-1953) married Margaret H. Zeltman
(1885-1943). Their children were Melvin, Howard, Roland and Edna
(married name Thompson). All are buried in St. Paul’s Cemetery.

It is the goal of the Archive to preserve
the Church History and make selected
portions of it known to the congregation
from time to time.

4)Charles R. Wessel. He was born in 1888 and died in December
1888. He is buried beside his parents in St. Paul’s Cemetery

I can be contacted at:

All of Herman and Katie’s children and grandchildren were raised attending
St. Paul’s. Many of them stayed active as adults and raised their own families here as well. Their granddaughter Mabel Wehland Brown was a faithful
regular for church events and was the oldest member of the congregation
when she passed away. Many of their grandchildren served on committees
to help benefit St. Paul’s. In the 1950’s and 60’s Edna served as the superintendent of Sunday Schools. Each Christmas Edna made a baggie full of little
chocolate bars and an orange for every child that came to Sunday School.
Edna also served as chairmen of the annual turkey dinners. It was not uncommon for the church to serve over 1000 dinners at each of these meals.
When Edna married she also got her husband Willis involved in the congregation. He served on the committee to build the parish hall and also served
on the church council as financial secretary.

301.518.8460 cell

What’s happening in the Archive?


Herman and Katie Wessel

5)Elizabeth Wessel (1890-1974) married Vincent Vernon Wehland
(1885-1959). Their children were Mabel (married name Brown) and Lawrence. All are buried in St. Paul’s Cemetery.

Today there are still many family members attending with Herman and
Katie’s great granddaughter Linda Skinner (daughter of Mabel Wehland and
Leo Brown) and great grandson Terry Thompson (son of Edna Wessel and
Willis Thompson) and his wife Patty and great, great grandson Patrick
Thompson (son of Terry and Patty Thompson) regularly attending the
Thursday night service. When Edna and Willis’ great grandson was baptized
at St. Paul’s they became the 6th generation to be baptized in our church.

(Continued page 9)
Herman & Katherine Window

Page 8

Volume 11, Issue 09
(continued from page 8)

&

Herman Wessel

Katherine Wessel

Arthur Wessel
(Son of Herman &

Lizzie Wessel Wehland

Edna Willis Thompson
Carolyn Thompson
(daughter of
Edna Wessel)

Roland, Howard, Edna, Melvin, Margaret and
Edward Wessel

Willis, Edna, Carolyn, Frank Downey,

Mabel and Bob Wehland

Patrick Thompson Baptism

Edna Willis Thompson family at 6th generations
baptism

Page 9

News & Notes
Property Committee Notes August 2018 Activity:
Constellation Energy started on the conversion to natural gas. At this point the piping work is mostly completed. We
are waiting on BGE to provide a revised plan and request permits from the State and Howard County. We expect
to have the work completed by the end of September.
Grass mowing continues.
The roofer fixed the gutter issue that was resulting in water in the basement.
The bulletin boards in the hallway have been removed and the walls were painted. The intent is to have a limited number of historic paintings and pictures in the hallway to create a cleaner less cluttered effect.
Several lights were replaced.
The flower beds beside the church were weeded and weed killer was applied to the weeds inside and around the Air
Conditioner enclosure.
The main Air Conditioner needed some significant repairs. This has been completed and the smaller units also received tune-ups.
Thanks, to all those persons who have helped out in the past and also to those who have volunteered to help going forward.
Ken Keefer
Property Committee Chairman

Men’s Brotherhood Notes from August 2018 meeting:
We discussed the upcoming Corn Roast.
We discussed once again organizing a night at the Bowie BaySox.
We discussed the various Property Committee projects.
We discussed the upcoming Rally Day ministry fair.
We had a brief devotional Lead by Pr. Dave.
The Men’s Brotherhood is open to all men in the congregation of any age. We meet on the 2nd Saturday of each month for a
Breakfast Meeting in the Fellowship Hall at 8:00 am. Anyone with questions on the Brotherhood can contact any of the
Officers.

From the Evangelism Committee:
I have written about How/When/Where does the Evangelism Committee START – well it’s
happening!! It may only be baby steps, but we plan to be making full strides in the next couple
months. We welcomed David Shank into the fold bringing with him years of experience and
spirit.
We all need to spread the word to neighbors, friends, even strangers welcoming them to our
church. And as we have new people arrive, be sure to welcome them into our church body.
Activities that are in the works:
September 9th—Rally Day!
We cordially invite you to join us with your ideas and thoughts that will energize OUR congregation.
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Photos from Ken of the Peach Festival and Corn Roast!
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Special thanks to all our contributors and those
that make the News & Notes possible!
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Parish Staff
Rev. Carolyn Shank
Lead Pastor 443-474-2673
pastorcarolynshank@gmail.com
Rev Dave C. Shank
Associate Pastor 301-725-0241
revdavidshank@gmail.com
Tom Leeseberg-Lange
Cantor 410-465-8825
tom4813@verizon.net
Maya Wilcox
Administrative Assistant 301-725-0241
st.paulfulton@gmail.com (Mon 10-2pm, Tues -Fri 9-1pm)

Parish Council and Contacts
President, Erik Domaas 301-221-4306
edomaas@gmail.com
Vice President, Russ Werner 301-421-1815
wwerner@travelers.com
Secretary, Julie Smith toomuchjrs@verizon.net
Treasurer, Mark Slater 301-928-4300
mnlslater@verizon.net
Financial Secretary, Donna Frederick 301-776-9598
frederickdonna@verizon.net
Evangelism, Pastor Dave Shank
Worship & Music, Dave Riethmiller 724-518-1414
astrodave84@gmail.com
Social Outreach, Lisa Slater mnlslater@verizon.net
Christian Education, Elizabeth Ohl
Elizabeth.ohl@gmail.com
Stewardship, Bob Peters 301-490-5326
bob.peters31@gmail.com
Youth & Family, Susan Meoni
smeoni@gmail.com
Property, Ken Keefer 301-490-5465
ken.keefer@verizon.net
Communications, Kerry Griffin 301-518-8460
kerrygriffin@verizon.net

Special Notes: Have an item to share for the newsletter?
Please submit items of interest by the 20th of the month for
publication the first Sunday of the following month.
Please let the church know of any Affirmations or people we should remember and other prayer requests.

Last But Not Least
Photo releases

As we continue to update our website we need your
help!
We have people who take photos at events and we
would like to highlight these events through the
website! But, we also respect your need for privacy.
We will not post photos that show the faces of anyone under 18. We also will not post your photo without your permission. Over the next few weeks we
ask that you contact the church office via email or
snail mail or put a note in the “communications
box” in the office and let us know if you DO NOT
want your image used on the site.

