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Regular Worship Schedule 
Sunday 8:30am and 11:00am 

Thursday evening service 7:00PM each week 
 

Adult Sunday School 9:45am with Dave Shank 

 

DEVOTIONS GROUP:  

Join us the First Tuesday of the Month from 10 am - 11 am in the Parish Hall for a “Devotions 
Group.” All are welcome, please come as often as you are able to attend. Our next 
gathering will be held  Tuesday, May 1st 

Youth Schedule— 

May 5 from 9:00AM-11:00AM the Women’s Group will meet in the Parish Hall. Join us for fel-
lowship, and a discussion of Chapter 3 of Twelve Extraordinary Women.  The additional pro-
ject for the day is to be determined!  

Calling all Women! Save the Date for Women’s Group: 

St. Paul’s Lutheran Church 

May 6   6:30PM- Youth Night for all 6th-12th graders  

May 13 9:45AM- Mother’s Day breakfast hosted by the youth going to Houston. The suggested 
donation is $10.  

May 20 6:30PM Youth Night for Houston participants  

 May 13 9:45am- Mother’s Day breakfast hosted by the youth going to Houston. The 

suggested donation is ten dollars. Children under ten are free. 

Save the Date for : 

Yard Sale Bigger than Ever Before: (Saturday, April 28th 8am—2pm) 

Thanks to all who helped in any way to make this possible! More photos 

page 10, 14 and 15 
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Pastor’s Corner 

News & Notes 

April, 

In February, it was the 3rd anniversary of me being called as the Lead Pastor of St. Paul’s. When I was 
first called to this position, we entered a time of figuring out what type of pastoral assistance was 
needed. After a few months, I was approached by a trusted colleague to talk about what was going on 
here, and see if he could offer his assistance. I went into the meeting thinking, “I could really use 
some help with visitation.” And without having said that, it is what Pastor Gerry Rickel was offering. 
From there, I presented the idea to the Council and we entered into a contract with Pastor Gerry for 
him to focus on Pastoral Care and Visitation as well as helping with the Social Outreach Network.  

 Over the last two years he has offered great help! He has connected with many, but most 
especially with our homebound members! He has been an active part of Senior Fellowship! He has 
been a wonderful colleague, and has also helped me with brainstorming! I am very thankful for his 
work in this congregation!  

 As you have heard by now, Pastor Gerry has been asked by the Bishop to serve as an Interim 
Pastor in another congregation. This is a time of great turnover in congregations throughout the syn-
od. There are almost 40 congregations who are transitioning between pastors for various reasons. 
With Pastor Gerry’s years of experience, he is perfect for filling one of these positions. This means 
that Pastor Gerry will not only be leaving St. Paul’s, but he will also be leaving the Community of St. 
Dysmas.  

 This was a new type of arrangement for us, to have a pastor serve here and elsewhere. I be-
lieve our congregation embraced this arrangement and it has worked well! And, as a congregation, we 
have learned more about St. Dysmas and the work being done there!  

 Pastor Gerry will officially be with us through the end of May. His last Sunday with us is May 
6. That is the day of our Semi-Annual Congregational Meeting, so please plan to be with us not only 
for the meeting but to take the time to thank Pastor Gerry for the time he has spent with us! This is 
also a time to wish him well as he prepares to begin serving as an interim pastor!  

 Personally, I am very thankful for the time Pastor Gerry has been here with us! He has been 
a very important part of the ministry in this place! I know he will be missed, especially by our home-
bound members.  

 Please join me in thanking him for his service here and wishing him well on this new adven-
ture!  

Peace,  

Pastor Carolyn  

“If you are not 
allowed to 
laugh in 
heaven, I don't 
want to go 
there. “ 
 
Martin Luther 
 

http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/m/martinluth383752.html
http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/m/martinluth383752.html
http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/m/martinluth383752.html
http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/m/martinluth383752.html
http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/m/martinluth383752.html
http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/m/martinluth383752.html
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Associate Pastor 

—Martin Luther 

April 2018 

Dear Friends; 

After  40 years as an Ordained Pastor and about to say farewell to St. Paul Congregation, you 

would think I might have some wisdom to share.  Well I might but wisdom is in the eye of 

the beholder.  So as the angel once said to Mary, “BEHOLD”! 

+  It isn’t our grandparents church any more and it’s not our parents church anymore.  

Things are changing so fast that sometimes I wonder whose church it is. 

+  So we need to get it through our thick Lutheran heads that it isn’t our church but God’s 

church.  We need to get out of the way and let God do what God is going to do. 

+  We would be a whole lot better off if we would speak the truth of the mothers/fathers (the 

Gospel) in the language of the children (Jesus loves me) 

+  It is all about Jesus!!! 

+  The most important job of the pastor is to love her/his people.  After all God loves ME 

warts and all.  So I need to pass the Creator’s love around. 

+  It seems to me that the pastor has something to offer.  After all she/he has been called, 

trained, approved, voted on, goes to conferences and workshops, and spends time reading 

and talking with other pastors.  Perhaps she/he has can lead St. Paul’s into the future if we 

would only let him/her. 

+  Everyone should lighten up.  Church should be FUN! 

+  The church needs to stand up for what is right in society.  If we don’t…who will.  Peace, 

love and justice is more than just prayers on Sunday morning…it is the Christian lifestyle!  

+  Too much talking…more doing! 

+  St. Paul’s best days are still ahead!!! 

Everyone has a book in them.  Lucky for you that is mine (or perhaps only an outline)! 

Blessings on the Years Ahead! 

Pastor Gerry 

“Lord Jesus,  

You are my righteous-
ness, I am your sin.  

You took on you what 

was mine; yet set on me 
what was yours.  

You became what you 

were not, that I might 
become what I was 

not.” 

Affirmation 

Thank you for all the Good Wishes and Congratulations on the 

birth of my Second Grand Child, “Nari” (Korean for Lilly) in Port-

land. Liz and I will be visiting her for the for first time over Moth-

er’s Day. 

Pastor Gerry 
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News and Notes 

President's Message            

April,  2018   

Words and Meaning 

Greetings ,and as always, I 

hope that you are in good 

health and spirits as you read 

this.  We are a third of the way 

through 2018 and about to 

convene for the semi-annual 

congregational meeting .  We 

have been busy as a congrega-

tion as we prepared and cele-

brated the Resurrection of Our 

Lord.  The youth have been 

busy supporting activities tied 

to the group that will travel to 

Houston.  The new Women's 

Group is meeting regularly and 

the Evangelism Committee is 

working to create visibility in 

the community.  I send a 

hearty thank you to everyone 

who has supported these and 

the other activities of our con-

gregation. 

My vision of a more vibrant 

and growing church is becom-

ing reality.  It has taken the 

commitment of many of you to 

put St. Paul's  higher in your 

list of priorities.  Again, I say 

Thank You.  And where will we 

be in 3 or 5 or 10  years?   We 

can only guess, but I can safely 

say that if we don't change and 

are not open to changes in our 

worship and music, we will 

become a stagnant and unin-

viting place of worship.  I am 

writing this because in the past 

month we have had some 

changes to the Sunday liturgy 

that some have not liked.  But I 

hear this any time we make 

changes to the service.  What 

I'd ask everyone to do is re-

main involved, be open to 

changes in the liturgy, and 

share concerns and sugges-

tions with the Worship and 

Music Committee. 

We are a community of       

Lutherans, and we are a tradi-

tional congregation. But tradi-

tional does not mean we can-

not bring change into our ser-

vice.  After 11 years, we 

brought new hymnals into St. 

Paul's.  This is a comprehen-

sive reference that has been 

overdue for introduction.  In 

my life, this is, I think, the 4th 

Service Book and Hymnal to be 

used and deemed "current".  I 

will learn to use it and embrace 

it.  It is not perfect, and we will 

work to make services  enjoya-

ble and easy to follow.  As the 

church seasons change, Pr. 

Carolyn and the Worship and 

Music Committee will work to 

explain why changes to the 

liturgy make sense. 

 Change is part of the Lutheran 

tradition, going all the way 

back to Luther's desire to move 

the Catholic church to reform 

and change itself.  The church 

has adapted from being a 

group of followers who con-

tributed all their belongings to 

the community of believers, to 

a diverse group of denomina-

tions that mostly exist as a 

corporate model.  These de-

nominations seek  others to 

"join" and become members of 

the church body while  we pur-

sue our secular lives away from 

church.  Yet overall, the mes-

sage for over 2000 years has 

been to remember that we re-

ceive God's grace through His 

Son who was sacrificed so that 

we might have eternal salva-

tion.  It is a debt that we can 

never repay. It is a debt so 

great that we cannot allow our 

human traits and actions be-

come more important than 

remembering why we call our-

selves Christians. This is a 

message that has been handed 

down through the centuries 

through many languages and 

methods. 

God has brought us together to 

be part of the community we 

call St. Paul's.  I think of it as a 

family- a big family where we 

see some other family mem-

bers more often than others.  

And as we work together, the 

chance we may have a disa-

greement  becomes greater the 

more often we work together.  

However, problems and disa-

greements don't get solved by 

not talking about them.  And 

walking away never solved a 

problem either.  Thus, I close 

by encouraging everyone to 

commit to make this a stronger 

community of believers who 

are committed to  vibrant 

growth and open communica-

tion.  We can respectfully disa-

gree; we can seek to under-

stand positions and statements 

we don't agree with; and we 

can choose to be involved for 

positive change. But, please 

don't  pull away from being 

involved.  I'd like to see you all 

on Sunday. 

Peace, 

Erik 

Council President 

“The Lord must 

have loved 

ordinary people 

because he made 

so many of us...”  

“In every single 

day, in every 

walk of life, 

ordinary people 

do extraordinary 

things. Ordinary 

People 

accomplish 

Extraordinary 

things!” 

Jim Valvano 

N.C State 1983 
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Stewardship       ELCA 

“Verily I say unto you, Inas-

much as ye did it not to one 

of the least of these, ye did it 

not to me..’’ 

MATTHEW 22:37b-39 

Volume 11, Issue 05 

A reminder:  

If you have not made your pledges for 2018 and for the Capital Campaign, you can still mail them in or put them in the 

offering plate! There are extra cards available in the Narthex! 

 
March giving $28,216  
March expenses $26,050  
 
Year to date giving $76,462 
Year to date expenses $10,4516  

 

2017 giving statements are available in the office, if anyone needs a correction or if 

I inadvertently left someone out please email me at  Frederickdonna@verizon.net.  

From the Evangelism Committee: 

I have written about How/When/Where does the Evangelism Committee START – well it’s  

happening!!  It may only be baby steps, but we plan to be making full strides in the next cou-

ple months.  We welcomed David Shank into the fold bringing with him years of experience 

and spirit. 

  

You have seen the banners “flying” in front of the church welcoming one and all to our Lenten 

Services and Easter Celebration.  But this is not the only way to reach out – we all need to spread the 

word to neighbors, friends, even strangers welcoming them to our church.   And as we have new peo-

ple arrive, be sure to welcome them into our church body.   

  

Activities that are in the works: 

             Youth Breakfast for Mother’s Day  - May 13th; 

Columbia Jazz Band performance – May 20th at 1:00 pm; 

Church Picnic & Fireworks              – July 7th  

 

We cordially invite you to join us with your ideas and thoughts that will energize OUR congregation. 

 



Youth Choir-             

Tuesdays from 6:15-6:45pm. 

Bell Choir-           

Meets in the Bells Room, Tuesdays 

at 7pm  

Chancel Choir-   meets  

  Thursdays from  7-8:30pm               
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News & Notes 

Men’s Brotherhood 

The Men of St. Paul’s gather on the 2nd Saturday of each month for  breakfast, a 
brief business meeting and  devotions. All males in the congregation are wel-
come and invited to attend! The May meeting is Saturday, the 12h at 8:00AM.  

Officers: Ken Keefer, President; Mike Heyser, Vice President; Randy Baldini 
Treasurer; Randy Arndt, Secretary  

Music– Notable Events   

Our next Senior Fellowship luncheon will be held on Tuesday, May 15th 
beginning at 11:30am with food, fellowship and fun. Please wear your 
red, white and blue in celebration of our country.  This will be the last 
luncheon until we resume in September.  If you plan to attend, please 
RSVP by calling or emailing Joe and Cathy Dymek at (410-531-1057 or 
jcdymek@verizon.net) or signing up on the yellow sheets. 
 
Hope to see you there! 

Joe & Cathy 

St. Paul’s Senior Fellowship 

Audio Recordings  

Check out the website for St Paul’s ser-

vice’s  recordings.  All services from the 

last 2 months can be found under  Gal-

lery/Audio. Just click http://

stpaulslutheran.info/messages/sermon-

audio 

Hearing assistance is available. Please 

ask an usher. 

mailto:jcdymek@verizon.net
http://stpaulslutheran.info/messages/sermon-audio
http://stpaulslutheran.info/messages/sermon-audio
http://stpaulslutheran.info/messages/sermon-audio


11795 Route 216                           

Fulton MD 20759 

Phone: 301-725-0241 

Email: 

st.paulfulton@gmail.com 

We’re on the Web! 

www.stpaulslutheran.info  

 

A Congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church of America 

S T .  P A U L ’ S  L U T H E R A N  C H U R C H  

 

“Like” us on Facebook!         

For a while now we have had a St. Paul’s Facebook group, well now 
we have a public page! Find us and click “like” and watch us for an-
nouncements! Tell your friends too! 

Last But Not Least 

May 6– 6th Sunday of Easter  

Acts 10:44-48; Psalm 98; 1 John 5:1-6; John 15:9-17  

May 13– Ascension of our Lord 
 

Acts 1:1-11; Psalm 47; Ephesians 1:15-23; Luke 24:44-53 

May 20— Pentecost 
 

Acts 2:1-21; Psalm 104:24-34, 35b; Romans 8:22-27; John 
15:26-27, 16:4b-15 

May 27– Trinity Sunday 
 

Isaiah 6:1-8; Psalm 29; Romans 8:12-17; John 3:1-17  

Lectionary Readings for the Month 

Volume 11, Issue 05 
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Women’s Daily Grace— Celebrate Creation! 
4/22/2018 

Every day, appreciate creation. Go outside today, and say out loud to yourself or some-
one else, “What a beautiful day God has made!” And mean it when you say it. It’s amaz-
ing, the difference you’ll feel toward creation when you make a practice of being grate-
ful for it.  
We stewards also need to make changes in our lives that reflect our gratitude for crea-
tion. For an immediate impact on the earth, start watching what you eat. Truly healthy 
foods are healthy for both the environment and our bodies because they require mini-
mal processing, packaging or shipping. Instead of processed fruit or energy bars, choose 

the actual source material: Eat an apple! Try eating lower on the food chain several times a week. This means going meat 
free, focusing on vegetable combinations and other sources of protein. Explore and experiment with new recipes.  

 
This was adapted from “Faith reflections: Everyday earth day” by Amy Waelchli that appeared in the April 2013 issue 
Cafe. Today is the fourth Sunday of Easter and Earth Day. Please pray for traveling mercies for the Women of the 
ELCA executive board members who travel home today. 

 

https://www.boldcafe.org/faith-reflections-everyday-earth-day/


 By: Kerry Griffin  

St. Paul’s Archivist  

April 22, 2018 

Tales from the Archives is a presentation 

from the Archives at St. Paul’s.  

Contributions of items of significance to 

the Church History or contributions of sto-

ries are welcome and encouraged.  

Please submit by the 20th of the month. 

It is the goal of the Archive to preserve 

the Church History and make selected 

portions of it known to the congregation 

from time to time.  

I can be contacted at:  

301.518.8460 cell  

What’s happening in the Archive? 

 St. Paul’s— Feb 1948—July 1953 

 Remembering & honoring those who 

served our country.  

News & Notes 
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St. Paul’s   1948 - ‘53 

For May I thought I would contin-

ue with St. Paul’s story where I left 

off in April 

February 17, 1948 

St. Paul’s Brotherhood was organized 

and the following officers were elect-

ed: President John Bassler, Vice 

President, Norman Wessel, Secre-

tary, Raymond Moore, Treasurer, Lee 

Hall, Chaplin Robert Kemp and cus-

todian Emory Iager. 

April 25, 1948 

Two additional plates and alms ba-

sins were placed in the chancel. The 

plates were donated by a family of 

the congregation and the alms basin 

was purchased by the church. 

September 26, 1948 

Pastor Anderson, having accepted a 

call to the parish of Columbiana-New 

Waterford, Ohio, preached his fare-

well sermon. 

February 27, 1949 

Pastor Robert F. Hein, having been 

dully called, began serving St. Paul’s 

Lutheran Church. 

April 30, 1949 

First meeting of Junior Mission 

Band. The name was later changed to 

Junior Lutherans in 1959. The society 

was for children ages eight to eleven 

years.  

August 1949 

The Luther League expended $195 

for painter the upstairs interior of the 

church. Mr. Melvin Scaggs was se-

lected as painter. The task was com-

pleted in early December. 

September 1949 

As an addition to the cemetery, a 

triangular parcel of ground located in 

the back of the cemetery was pur-

chased. 

October 1, 1949 

A flagstone bulletin board, construct-

ed on the front lawn of the church 

was completed by Mr. Roger Gordon. 

Mr. Elmer Wessel made the cross 

that was incorporated in the stone 

work. 

February 18, 1950 

A fence was erected on the west and 

south sides of the cemetery. 

March 1950 

A contract was awarded to Mr. How-

ard Ingram to refinish the basement 

with knotty pine paneling, asphalt 

tile floor, and acoustical tile ceiling at 

a cost of $4,461.69. The money was 

provided from the following funds: 

 Improvement Fund  $2000 

 Sunday School …….  $2000 

 Luther League……...  $ 250 

 Ladies Aid $ Mission $200 

March 5, 1950 

A cash memorial in lieu of the cus-

tomary gift of flowers was present to 

St. John’s Home, Mars, PA by the 

ladies Aid and Missionary Society in 

memory of a member of the congre-

gation. 

A brass missal stand (reading stand) 

was placed on the altar to hold liturgy 

and prayer books. The was dedicated 

in memory of the parents of Rev. 

Frank Florstedt, given by Pastor and 

Mrs. Frank T. Florstedt. 

April 16, 1950 

Dedication of the church base-

ment. Also a spinet Baldwin piano 

was procured by the Sunday School. 

June 1950 

Members of the Ladies Aid and Mis-

sionary Society formed the Mars 

Home Auxiliary. 

September 1950 

Mixed bowling league teams bowled 

at Edmonson Village with St. John’s 

of Pfeiffer’s Corner. The teams were 

Braves, Giants, Cardinals, Phillies, 

Cubs, Pirates, Dodgers and Red legs 

 

The Ladies Aid and Missionary 

Society visited Baltimore City 

Hospital on a continual basis until 

October 1, 1961 distrusting dona-

tions of candy, cookies, chewing 

gum and fruit. 

 

(Continued page 9) 
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(continued from page 8) 

January 1951 

The practice of having two ushers aid-

ing during communion was com-

menced. 

April 1951 

The practice of handing the communion 

card to the usher as the communicants 

left the pews to partake of the Holy Sac-

rament was continued. 

July 1951 

A gift of $200 was given to the Brother-

hood by the Ladies Aid and Missionary 

Society. 

 December 1951 

A movie projector (Bell and Howell, 

16mm sound) was purchased at a cost 

of $511.25 . The project was funded by 

the Sunday School, Brotherhood, Ladies 

Aid and Missionary Society and the 

Luther League. 

January 1952 

The Junior Choir was organized by Mrs. 

Robert f. Hein. 

 May 3, 1952 

The Council appointed a Lot Committee 

for the new parsonage consisting of Lee 

Hall, Albert Wessel, Cissel Grauel, Ells-

worth Iager, Elmer Wessel and Roland 

Grauel. 

A plot of ground adjacent to the church 

property (1.5 acres) was purchased from 

Mr. Carl Iager to erect a new parsonage. 

Of the total cost, the expenditure was 

authorized from four separate funds. 

August 6, 1952 

A foundation was dug by fourteen men 

of the congregation on which the Iager 

house was moved in order to provide 

location space for the new parsonage. 

Through the efforts t of these men the 

church was able to realized a savings in 

construction costs. The Iager house was 

then moved to its new location by the 

Frizzell Brothers. 

October 1, 1952 

A deed of transfer for 1.5 Acres of prop-

erty for the new parsonage was execut-

ed by Carl and Josie Iager. 

Mr. and Mrs. Albert W. Brady through 

deed of transfer made a gift of a small 

triangular plot of ground to the Church 

located between the new lot and the 

county road. 

January 1953 

The Junior Mission Band made 14 Kid-

die Kits designate for Korea or Germa-

ny. The Jr. Mission Band held a Thank-

offering service. 

March 8, 1953 

A parsonage building committed was 

formed to plan the new parsonage. 

Members were Pastor Robert F. Hein, 

C. Ellsworth Iager, George Barnes, 

Frank Bassler, John Bassler, Cissel 

Grauel, Kenneth Grauel, Poland Grauel, 

Lee Hall, William Kahler, Sr. Otis 

Mauck, Theodore Schaefer, Albert Wes-

sel and Elmer Wessel. 

March 25,1 953 

The Ladies Aid and Missionary Society 

voted to place four palms in the chancel 

for Palm Sunday annually. Also the 

practice of presenting memorials to the 

Mars Home in lieu of flowers was estab-

lished. 

July 12, 1953 

Mr. Russel Wheeler was contracted as 

architect for the parsonage, Which was 

s to be of stone veneer, Cape Cod style, 

one and one-half stores, containing sev-

en or eight rooms as follows; study, liv-

ing room, dining room and kitchen. 

Downstairs, three of four bedrooms, full 

basement and a garage with breezeway. 

July 13, 1953 

A new Honor Roll plaque for service-

men was placed on order and updated 

with the following names: 

  

Conclusion 

Looking through our history, I see a 

call to St. Paul’s ending in 1948  

some 70 years ago with:  

Pastor Anderson leaving us and a 

new beginning with Pastor Robert 

Hein Joining us.  

I certainly want to take this oppor-

tunity to thank Pastor Gerry for his 

service to St. Paul’s. He will be 

missed and I wish him well as I am 

sure the entire St. Paul’s family 

does . I  will miss helping with his 

laptop. 

I look forward to welcoming Pastor 

Dave Shank as our new Assistant 

Pastor in June. So the cycle contin-

ues. 

There are remarkable examples of 

service to the church  form the early 

fifties with volunteering and work 

toward the improvement of the 

church. 

The opportunity to be of equal ser-

vice is still with us today. 

What legacy would you like to leave 

behind? 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Kerry Griffin 

Archives 

 

 

 Elwood Moore  

Harold Roberts  

Charles Thompson, Jr.  

Calvin Miles 

Frederick Bassler, 

Thomas Lacey, 

Austin Madison 

 Samuel Nichols, Jr. 

Norman Bassler 

 Theodore Schaefer, Jr.  

Frank Kemp 

Harry Wessel 

 Carl Miles, 

Carl Dean 

 Donald Grauel 

 Harold Iager, 

John Tyler, Jr.  

Calvin Grauel 

 Harvey Haviland, Jr. 

George F. Eley 

 David Brown. 
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Property Committee Notes, April, 2018 

1.  We received a quote for partial change over to Natural Gas from Constellation Energy.  However, the quote 

did not include the cost of doing a retro-fit on the Boilers.  So I am attempting to get more detail on the total 

cost before proceeding 

2. We have started looking again at replacement of the sign out front.  We are planning on a replacement that 

would include LED panels that could be programed remotely.  Two members of the Council volunteered to 

utilize their contacts to get additional quotes. 

3. Grass mowing has started.   

4. The outside door to the Chapel required some minor repair. 

5. The door to the little chapel in the basement had a broken hinge which was repaired. 

6. The outside grey railings are being re-painted. 

7. The placement of the new cemetery trees was determined. 

Thanks to all those persons who have helped out in the past and also to those who have volunteered to help going 

forward. 

Ken Keefer 

Property Committee Chairman 

Men’s Brotherhood Notes from April 2018 Meeting: 

1. We discussed the Mulch Project, it will continue at least until the Yard Sale between 9:00 and 12:00. 
2. We also discussed the Easter Breakfast which was a success. 
3. We discussed this year’s Scholarship; the materials are on the credenza in the Narthex.  So far we have not received 

any applications. 
4. It was discussed that the Yard Sale room is nearing capacity.  We have therefore been utilizing some excess space in 

the quilting room and hallway.  We expect to have a large quantity of merchandise for the sale on April 28th.  We also 
discussed that we will have use of the garage 2 weeks before the sale for larger items. 

5. We had a discussion centered on changes to the services based on season changes and the new hymnal. 
 
The Men’s Brotherhood is open to all men in the congregation of any age.  We meet on the 2nd Saturday of each month for 
a Breakfast Meeting in the Fellowship Hall at 8:00 am.  Anyone with questions on the Brotherhood can contact any of the 
Officers. 
 
Ken Keefer 
Brotherhood President. 

Yard Sale, April 28, 2018 Presale Photos 
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LEAD Update (Living Everyday as Disciples) 

LEAD Listening Sessions 

The LEAD Listening Sessions are here!  

The following Listening Sessions have been scheduled. Our first round is for groups that are already meeting. So, please 
plan to join us for these sessions during groups you are already attending. If you are part of more than one group, please 
plan to attend only ONE listening session!  

May 5- During Women's Group 

May 6- During Youth Group 

May 12- During Men's Brotherhood  

May 15- During Senior Fellowship 

May 31- During Thursday Evening Worship  

 

After these sessions have been held, we will schedule other groups so everyone has an opportunity to be part of this im-
portant step in the LEAD process.  

 

The questions we will ask are: 

1. List three reasons why people would want to come to this congregation? 

2. What is keeping this congregation from growing?  

3. What do you perceive the challenges in the neighborhood to be? What evidence supports your perception? What 
would be your first steps to address these?  

4. How does the congregation's passion serve the community?  

5. What are three things about this congregation that you would not want to change as we welcome new people?  

 

We look forward to hearing your thoughts!  

The LEAD Listening Team  

 
 

Peace,  

Pastor Carolyn 

St. Paul's Lutheran Church  

Fulton, Maryland 

LEAD Update (Living Everyday as Disciples) LEAD Update (Living Everyday as Disciples) 
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WELCOME TO ST. PAUL LABYRINTH – PART 2 

 What Is A Labyrinth 

The labyrinth is an ancient resource to help people center their lives and become open to the presence of God 

in their lives and become open to God’s presence and voice.   The original labyrinths have been in existence for 

over 4,000 years and predate Christianity.  The earliest Christians adapted them to be used as places of medi-

tation and healing.  Christians began using labyrinths in churches/cathedrals in the Middle Ages.  One of the 

most recognized labyrinths is on the floor of the Chartres Cathedral in France.  This is a model for many mod-

ern labyrinths. 

St. Paul’s labyrinth is rather unique in that it is square. 

What a Labyrinth is not…a Maze 

Labyrinths are usually  single pathways that lead to the center of the pattern and then back out  by retracing 

the same path.  Unlike in mazes, one cannot get become lost or trapped. 

The Labyrinth as a Journey 

The Labyrinth is a path for prayer, reflection and meditation.  It invites the walker to set aside the cares of the 

world and enter into A PLACE OF GRACE.  To walk the labyrinth is to make a pilgrimage, to discover some-

thing about ourselves and God.  It echoes the turns and twists in life. 

The best way to learn about it is to walk it – with 

an open heart and an open mind.  There is no 

right or wrong way to walk the path.  Just relax 

and enjoy the experience. 

Tips For Walking 

+ Maintain silence for your reflection 

+ Walk at your own pace 

+ Leave only footprints in this Place of Grace 

Take a few Moments to… 

+ Relax in the pavilion both before and after 

+ Consider journaling your experience(s) 

+ Walk the path again 

+ Contemplate, meditate and reflect 

Ways of Walking the Labyrinth 

There are many ways to use the labyrinth for prayer.  The following is a suggestion for you to use.  Remember 

there is no right way to walk the path. 

     Begin on the outside of the labyrinth.  As you enter the labyrinth, begin by asking God to come near and 
hear your prayer.  Use the labyrinth to let go of your burdens, sins and struggles.  As you walk, reflect on your 
life and your struggles. 

(Contributed by Pastor Gerry) 

St. Paul’s Prayer Labyrinth—located behind the Pavilion 

( An Eagle Scout Project) 
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Church Council Synopsis 

St. Paul’s Council Meeting Synopsis:  

April 3, 2018 

Devotions-Pastor Carolyn  

OLD BUSINESS DISCUSSIONS:  

March meeting minutes were reviewed and approved.  

LEAD Update-The group will begin “Focus Groups” within the congregation’s small group meetings in May 

and June.  The LEAD Group will also focus on individual’s that do not attend any of the small group meet-

ings or who are shut-ins. 

The last Wednesday’s Lenten morning devotions and evening services were canceled due to inclement weath-

er.  All three Easter Services were well attended and received positive reviews. 

NEW BUSINESS DISCUSSIONS:  

Evangelism Group will meet on Monday, April 16th.   

New trees will be planted at the cemetery border to complete the bond requirements.  Mike Heyser to order 

trees and coordinate installation. 

Personnel Changes: Pastor Gerry gave his resignation letter on April 1, 2018.  Bishop Gohl had meeting 

with Pastor Carolyn and Reverend Dave Shank, Bishop Gohl gave Reverend Dave preaching rights with the 

church.  Although details are not clear, Reverend Dave will begin the candidacy process to become Lutheran 

Pastor.  Council approved motion to offer Rev. Dave Shank an annual $20,000 part-time Associate Pastor 

contract (12-15 hrs. week) beginning June 1st, 2018. 

NEW COUNCIL COMMITTEE CHAIRS are needed for Evangelism, Youth and Family, and Religious 

Education, please see Russ Werner or Jack Frost for more information. 

2017 Council Committee Reports are due by April 8th.  

CLOSED IN PRAYER-PASTOR CAROLYN  

NEXT MEETING, Tuesday, May 1st at 7pm 

Julie Smith 
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Yard Sale Huge Success! 

 
Thanks to all for making the 2018 Congregational Yard Sale a great success. Thanks to all of you 
St. Paul’s was able to raise money for the capital fund campaign with minimal expense! More infor-
mation and complete report will be presented at the semi—annual Congregational Meeting. 
John Korslund, Yard Sale Chair 

The concession stand raised funds which will  go to the Scholarship Fund.  I had six volunteers.  All expenses were covered by 

the Thrivent Action Team seed money. 

Jim Grooms 

The Bake Sale had 13 volunteers. All proceeds are going to the Youth trip to Houston this summer. All costs were covered 

by Thrivent plus donated baked goods. 

Peace, 

Ande Heyser 
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The yard sale was the biggest yet! Very well attended 

and many true “yard salers” came very early despite the 

morning fog as you can see in the top photos. 

The Parish Hall was just bursting with treasures and 

bargains. Even the narthex was pressed into service. 

Photo mid right is the Parish Hallway with all sorts of 

books and video delights. 

Once you had the “bargain of the day” volunteers 

checked you out and got you  ready to enjoy what was a 

lovely day of “Food, Fun, Fellowship and Community.” 



Parish Staff 

Rev. Carolyn Shank 

Lead Pastor 443-474-2673 

pastorcarolynshank@gmail.com 

Rev Gerry Rickel 

Associate Pastor 443-326-1115 

ric7277@verizon.net 

Tom Leeseberg-Lange 

Cantor 410-465-8825 

tom4813@verizon.net 

Administrative Assistant 

Maya Wilcox 301-725-0241 Mon 10-2pm, T-Fri 9-1pm 

st.paulfulton@gmail.com 

Parish Council and Contacts 

President, Erik Domaas 301-221-4306 

edomaas@gmail.com 

Vice President, Russ Werner 301-421-1815 

wwerner@travelers.com 

Secretary, Julie Smith toomuchjrs@verizon.net 

Treasurer, Mark Slater 301-928-4300 

mnlslater@verizon.net 

Financial Secretary, Donna Frederick 301-776-9598  

frederickdonna@verizon.net 

Evangelism, Open 

Worship & Music, Dave Riethmiller 

724-518-1414 astrodave84@gmail.com 

Social Outreach, Lisa Slater mnlslater@verizon.net 

Christian Education, Karen Jennings 

410-353-4873 jmj8740@verizon.net 

Stewardship, Bob Peters 301-490-5326 

bob.peters31@gmail.com 

Youth & Family, Rachel Stephens 

rweig486@gmail.com 

Property Ken Keefer 301-490-5465 

ken.keefer@verizon.net 

Communications, Kerry Griffin 301-518-8460 

kerrygriffin@verizon.net  

Volume 11, Issue 05 News & Notes Special thanks to all our contributors and those 

that make the News & Notes possible! 

Special Notes: Have an item to share for the newsletter? 

Please submit items of interest by the 20th of the month for 
publication the first Sunday of the following month. 

Please let the church know of any Affirmations or peo-

ple we should remember and other Prayer requests. 

 


