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Regular Worship Schedule    

Thursday Evening  Service,  7:00 pm  (Chapel) 

Sunday Morning Services,    8:30am and 11am (Sanctuary) 
 

Sunday School 9:45am for all (Adult year round with Pastor David Shank) 

Children (September to June 2018-2019 school year) 
 

DEVOTIONS GROUP:  

Join us the First Tuesday of the month from 10 am - 11 am in the Parish Hall. All are welcome, 
please come as often as you are able to attend. Our next gathering will be held  Tues.,  Dec. 4th 
We will be discussing the gospel readings we will hear in December.  

Youth: 

The confirmation class will meet on December 2 and December 16 from 6:30pm-8:00pm 

St. Paul’s Lutheran Church 

Save the Date 

Advent Early Morning 
Spoken Prayer Service  
Wed: Dec. 5, Dec. 12, and 
Dec. 19 Led by Pr. David 
Shank, Chapel 7am (6:30am 
individual)  
 

Sunday School Christmas 
Program and St. Lucia Cel-
ebration December 9th be-
ginning at 2pm You, your 
family,  your friends and 
neighbors are cordially invited 
to St. Paul's Sunday School 
Christmas Pageant on Sunday, 
December 9th at 2pm.  On this 
special afternoon, our youth 
will narrate the story of our 
Savior's birth.  Our Youth En-
semble, Coming With The 
Clouds, our Sunday School 
students, and our Cantor, Mr. 
Tom, will enchant you with 
their songs and music celebrat-
ing this glorious event!   Im-
mediately following our pag-
eant, please join us as we con-
tinue our celebration with a St. 
Lucia parade, fellowship and 
holiday treats.  If you would 
like to contribute desserts to 
our St. Lucia celebration, 
please sign up on the sheet in 
the Narthex. 
 

 “Greening of the Church” 

December 9 about 4pm 

after St. Lucia  

 

Longest Night/Healing 

Service 

On December 19th at 

7:00pm we will have a Long-

est Night service in the sanctu-

ary. During this service we will 

also have time for individual 

prayers for healing. These 

prayers are for healing in 

mind, body or spirit! This is 

also a time to stop for a quiet 

worship service in the midst of 

all that is moving at a faster 

pace around us as the world 

prepares for the Christmas 

celebrations.  

The following information is 

adapted from Sundays and 

Seasons to explain why we 

gather for a service such as this 

during the Advent season:  

“While Advent is a season of 

hope and Christmas is a sea-

son of joy, not everyone feels 

hopeful or like celebrating. 

Grief, illness, aging, depres-

sion, loneliness, unemploy-

ment, and loss are magnified. 

Even those who are not strug-

gling with losses may feel the 

stress of preparations and 

expectations around Christ-

mas time. A Longest Night 

(Blue Christmas) service may 

provide a time and place of 

solace during the often frenet-

ic days surrounding the cele-

bration of Christmas. We 

come together seeking healing 

and room to share grief, sad-

ness, loneliness, or confusion 

when these emotions often feel 

out of place during the holi-

days.”                                   

Please Worship with us! 

Christmas Eve 

December 24th,  6:30pm A 

family worship service with 

communion and candle light 

December 24th, 10:00pm 

Worship with communion and 

candle light  

Christmas Day 

December 25th, 10:00am 
Worship with lessons, carols 
and communion 
 

Family Fun between Ser-
vices during Sunday 
School Time Dec. 30th 
9;45am (details pg. 11) 
 

12th Night Program  

Jan 6th, 4:00pm 
“Celebration of a Star”  see 
pg. 11 
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Pastor’s Corner 

News & Notes  

“Rejoice always, 
pray continually, 
give thanks in all 
circumstances; 
for this is God’s 
will for you in 
Christ Jesus “ 
 
1 Thessalonians 
5:16-18 (NIV) 
 

The beginning of the Advent season brings us to the beginning of a new liturgical year! We follow 

a three-year cycle for the readings used during worship. They are called years A, B, and C. Each 

of these years has one gospel that is used for the majority of the year, A is Matthew, B is Mark 

and C is Luke. We read the gospel according to John at various times throughout those three 

years! In 2019 we will be in, “Year C” or the, “Year of Luke.” Which means for most of the Sun-

days beginning the first Sunday of Advent (December 2) through Christ the King Sunday at the 

end of November 2019 we will be hearing from Luke’s Gospel.  

 In Luke there are some themes we will hear throughout the year. One is the theme of a 

journey. Jesus does a lot of his teaching in this gospel while he is on the journey toward Jerusa-

lem where he faced his death. Yes, all of the gospels have Jesus teaching as he makes his final 

trip to Jerusalem, but Luke has more teachings during this time than the other gospel writers. 

This teaching while on the journey also highlights the fact that we too are on a journey. For us, as 

followers of Jesus, we are on this journey we call discipleship!  

 Luke also has an interesting view of the cross where Jesus’ death on the cross shows a 

clashing of God’s plan and human sinfulness. With this clash, and Jesus’ death on the cross, we 

can also see the times when we are unwilling to welcome Jesus into our lives and embrace his 

presence and the salvation he gives. This also speaks to the journey we are on as disciples. When 

Jesus tells us to take up our cross to follow him, we are entering into a particular way of life by 

following him to the cross.  

 We also hear a lot about salvation in Luke’s gospel. But, salvation in Luke is not some-

thing far off that we cannot experience until after this life. Instead, salvation is seen as liberation 

for those who are oppressed. It is having our status from this world reversed as a way of showing 

us how God’s kingdom works. Salvation is also a restoration of life in this gospel, where those 

who are sick or injured are restored to life through Jesus’ healing touch.  

 In Luke, we also hear about food, table and hospitality. Jesus spends a significant 

amount of time in Luke eating with people. This points us to the eating we do as we share the 

table with others as well as pointing us to the meal of Holy Communion, which we come together 

to share each week! We learn about welcoming and hospitality, important lessons in our lives 

and as a congregation!  

 For Luke, to be a follower of Jesus is not something we do from time to time. It is a daily 

reality for us. Salvation is not something far off, it is “today,” as we can work to liberate those 

who are oppressed, raise the status of the least of those among us, and restore life in various 

ways!  

 This year we are setting out on a journey with Luke. We will hear these stories from his 

voice as we learn more of what it is to be on this journey with Jesus, and with each other! As we 

wrap up calendar year 2018, we enter into liturgical year 2019, we reflect back, and we look for-

ward (themes for Advent and the wrapping up of the year but also seeing how we move forward 

as disciples each day)!  

 

Peace, 

Pastor Carolyn 

http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/m/martinluth383752.html
http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/m/martinluth383752.html
http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/m/martinluth383752.html
http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/m/martinluth383752.html
http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/m/martinluth383752.html
http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/m/martinluth383752.html
http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/m/martinluth383752.html
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Associate Pastor

“What can I give him, 

poor as I am? If I were 

a shepherd, I would 

bring a lamb; if I were 

a wise man, I would do 

my part; yet what can I 

give him – give him my 

heart.” ELW #294 

 

Pastor Dave + 

“I sat down to write this message today in hope 

of writing an upbeat and exciting Advent and 

Christmas message to our congregation. Howev-

er, today my heart is heavy. Here in my church 

office, the sun is shining outside the window, I 

have a “Charlie Brown Christmas” snow 

globe on my desk, and a pretty good rendition of 

“Carol of the Bells” is playing over the speak-

ers of my laptop. However, I don’t have that 

“Christmas” feeling that I often feel and enjoy at 

this time of the year. At least, not on this partic-

ular day. This feeling causes me to stop and 

ponder, how many others feel this way 

today? Or feel this heaviness or sadness 

throughout the Advent and Christmas 

season?  

It is important as followers of Christ that we 

think of our sisters and brothers during this 

time of year that may not be experiencing the 

joy that this season often promises to bring. 

There are many during this time of year that are 

experiencing loss, or grief or despair. Perhaps 

they are experiencing a separation from loved 

ones. Whether this distance is a geographical 

gap caused by work, or duty or deployment. Or 

if this is a permanent separation caused by the 

recent death of beloved friend or loved one.  

We are called during this time of year to take 

special care of these people in our lives. We are 

all called to be ministers of hope and 

love. This does not need to be a difficult thing. 

Perhaps it is a surprise phone call, or a hand-

written note. Perhaps it is a simple text, or social 

media message that says, “You are loved, 

and I care.”    

As we ponder the mystery and magnificence of 

the Christ-Child entering the world in our hearts 

once again this year, I encourage our com-

munity to take time for silent prayer. Take 

some time away during the next few weeks and 

pray. Talk to God, pray for others, pray for God’s 

work in your own life, and I ask that you pray 

for our church community at St. Paul’s. Ask God 

to be with you and with us as we discern God’s 

will and mission for our community.  

There are several opportunities here at the 

church where we will be providing a place for 

you to pray, and I encourage to participate in 

one of them. Whether it is in the early morning 

Advent prayer and communion time here at 

church on Wednesday mornings, worship on 

Sundays, attending the “longest night” worship 

service on December 19th, or some quiet time in 

front of a Christmas candle or by the tree. Wher-

ever you call your place of solace and reflection, 

I encourage you to pray. Open yourself up to the 

whispers of the Holy Spirit during the busyness 

of this season and listen to what God may be 

whispering to your soul.  

I end my message today with one of my favorite 

Advent/Christmas hymns. It is one that has had 

special meaning to me since childhood. Perhaps 

this will bless your prayer life as it has mine. I 

find the words a very good place to start a con-

versation with God during this Advent/

Christmas season. This is taken from the ELW 

#294: 

In the Bleak Midwinter 

“In the bleak mid-winter, frosty wind made 

moan, earth stood hard as iron, water like a 

stone; snow had fallen snow on snow, snow on 

snow, in the bleak midwinter, long ago. 

Heaven cannot hold him, nor earth sustain; 

heaven and earth shall flee away when he comes 

to reign; in the bleak midwinter a stable place 

sufficed the Lord God almighty, Jesus Christ. 

What can I give him, poor as I am? If I 

were a shepherd, I would bring a lamb; if 

I were a wise man, I would do my part; 

yet what can I give him – give him my 

heart.” 

 

God bless you, and to you and yours, I wish you 

a Prayerful Advent, and a Meaningful 

Christmas, 
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President's  Message—Erik Domaas 

             November  2018         A  NEW YEAR 

 

     We have begun a new church year, Advent begins soon, and Christmas will soon be 

here.  I hope this past Thanksgiving was one of blessings and memories, of healing and 

reconciliation.  I am struck by the amount of joking that goes on about "having" to get 

together with relatives we'd rather not have to see, but what is lost is the true amount 

of loving homecomings and gatherings that do take place.  I am grateful that St. Paul's 

has a Thanksgiving Eve service- I encourage you to take a break from the bustle of the 

beginnings of the holidays to worship and give thanks next year as a way to help reflect 

on the blessings we all have and share. 

Christmas will bring us  plenty of ads, sales, commercials, commercials, and more 

commercials.  Sadly , the religion in the holiday is swept further away from the secu-

lar ,  the result of some confused argument that religion should not even be spoken 

about in public.  We are blessed to be able to worship freely- that message should be 

remembered and practiced regularly.  We must be welcoming to those who will come 

visit us this Christmas season.  Don't be afraid to say hello to a new or unfamiliar face 

when you come to church.  St. Paul's has a lot to offer you and your neighbors. 

Finally, I ask that each of you make a commitment to next year's Stewardship goal and 

share that commitment with the church office.  Next year will require, perhaps more 

importantly than in many recent years, diligence in using our shared resources.  Next 

year will also require the generosity  that each of us can show as thanks to God for all 

that has been given to us.  Thank you for generosity of your time , talents, and treas-

ures as much as you are able. 

May each of you have a safe and blessed  Advent and Christmas.  Please join in the hol-

iday celebrations at church as you are able. 

 

Peace, 

Erik 

Council President 

“Christmas is the 

celebration of Jesus 

coming to Earth so 

that you and I can 

go to Heaven.  

That's the best gift 

any of us could ever 

hope to receive.” 

Charles F. Stanley  
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Stewardship       ELCA 

“Verily I say unto you, Inas-
much as ye did it not to one 
of the least of these, ye did 

it not to me..’’ 

Volume 11, Issue 12 

• A reminder: Now that year is winding down, if you are behind in your pledge 

please, prayerfully consider, “catching-up”. 

 

Pledge Drive Results To Date: 
St. Paul’s has received 39 pledges for about $150,000 for 2019. (Exact figures next month) 

Women’s Group Service Project 

Do you knit or crochet? The Women's 
Group is making hats for the          
500 Hats Project,  to go to Frederick 
Elementary School students in Balti-
more. If you would like to join in 
making hats, yarn and patterns are 
available in the Parish Hall. You can 
also use your own yarn in any color 
and pattern of your choice in child 
sizes.  
     Judy Hewitt will collect hats 
through Sunday, December 9 (when 
we will bless the hats during worship) 
and deliver them to the group that will 
take them to the school. Our hats will 
be joined with hats made by prisoners 
from Jessup (Knitting Behind Bars). 
This is a year round project, so hats 
collected after the 9th will go to next 
year's giveaway.  
     The project is open to all, both 
male and female!  
 
Thanks, 
Judy Hewitt 

Grass Root Projects 

During Christmas time, please remember others. St. Paul’s 

will again be doing the Angel Tree. There are tags on the 

tree in the Parish Hall, If you don’t see one and would like 

to give, please see or contact Randy Arndt.  St. Paul’s will 

also be doing Christmas Baskets again this year. We are 

especially looking for gifts of pasta and sauces, but any non-

perishable is welcome. Be creative and use your imagina-

tion. Cash donations are also welcome. Questions see Randy 

Arndt. 

Deadline December 16th 

Kitchen Manager classes now forming Dec. 1st 

It is time again for us to renew our Kitchen 

Manger training so we can use the church 

kitchen for meals. If your interested in taking 

the training, please see Randy Arndt. 

Help fill the Christmas 

Baskets 



Youth Choir-             

Tuesdays from 7 to 7:45pm. 

Bell Choir-           

Meets in the Bells Room, Tuesdays 

at 7pm  

Chancel Choir-   meets        

Thursdays from  7 to 8:30pm               
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Men’s Brotherhood 

The Men of St. Paul’s gather on the 2nd Saturday of each month for  breakfast, a 
brief business meeting and  devotions. All males in the congregation are wel-
come and invited to attend!  Next meeting is December 8th 

Officers: Ken Keefer, President; Mike Heyser, Vice President; Randy Baldini 
Treasurer; Randy Arndt, Secretary  

Music– Notable Events   

Our December luncheon will be held on the 18th (the 3rd Tuesday) be-
ginning at 11:30am.  Please wear your festive red and green and come 
enjoy some food, fellowship and fun!  No 
gifts necessary. To RSVP, you may sign up 
on the yellow sheets or contact Joe and 
Cathy Dymek (jcdymek@verizon.net or 410-
531-1057).  We look forward to seeing 
you and please bring a friend! 
 
 

St. Paul’s Senior Fellowship 

Audio Recordings  

Check out the website for St Paul’s ser-

vice’s  recordings.  All services from the 

last 2 months can be found under  Gal-

lery/Audio. Just click http://

stpaulslutheran.info/messages/sermon-

audio 

Hearing assistance is available. Please 

ask an usher. 

Women’s Group 

The Women of St. Paul’s will resume their studies of “Twelve Extraordinary Women” 
by John MacArthur, starting with Chapter 5 “Hannah” 0n Dec. 1 (the first Saturday of 
the month) from 9 to 11am. Please join us for study, food, fun and fellowship. We also 
usually have a service project. All Women are welcome to join. 

mailto:jcdymek@verizon.net
http://stpaulslutheran.info/messages/sermon-audio
http://stpaulslutheran.info/messages/sermon-audio
http://stpaulslutheran.info/messages/sermon-audio


11795 Route 216                           
Fulton MD 20759 

Phone: 301-725-0241 

Email: 

st.paulfulton@gmail.com 

We’re on the Web! 

www.stpaulslutheran.info  

 

A Congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church of America 

S T .  P A U L ’ S  L U T H E R A N  C H U R C H  

 

“Like” us on Facebook! Visit Instagram & Twitter         

For a while now we have had a St. Paul’s Facebook group, well now 
we have a public page! Find us and click “like” and watch us for an-
nouncements! Tell your “friends too!” Don’t forget to visit us on In-
stagram and Twitter as well. The links are at the bottom of any page 
on the church website. 

Dec. 2nd —1st Sunday of Advent  
 Isaiah 64:1-9 Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19 (7)1 Corinthians 1:3-9 Mark 
13:24-37 
 

Dec. 9th - 2nd Sunday of Advent  
Isaiah 40:1-11 Psalm 85:1-2, 8-13 (13) 2 Peter 3:8-15a Mark 1:1-8 
 

Dec. 16th - 3rd Sunday of Advent  
Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11 Psalm 126 (3) or Luke 1:46b-55 (52) 1 Thessalo-
nians 5:16-24 John 1:6-8, 19-2 
 

Dec. 23rd —4th Sunday of Advent 
2 Samuel 7:1-11, 16 Luke 1:46b-55 (52) or Psalm 89:1-4, 19-26 (1) 
Romans 16:25-27 Luke 1:26-38 

Lectionary Readings for the Month 
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Women’s Daily Grace— Challenges and Joys! 
11/22/2018 

As families gather this Thanksgiving, it’s worth remembering that forgiveness is the pow-
erful variable that helps families grow together. We all need forgiveness, and in families 
we need to forgive each other and ourselves. 
 
If we inspire respect and compassion toward each other, differences will seem more mi-
nor and the tensions will be passing, insignificant irritations. We will seek the long term 
wholeness of the family knowing that short-term concerns will strengthen us. 
 

My family, as mixed and blended as it can get, brings a challenge and joy to my life that I would not change for the 
world, even on the worst days. 
 
This is adapted from “Blended Families,” a devotion found in Living from the Heart of God: A Journal for Life’s Stag-
es, published by Women of the ELCA in 2007. Today is Thanksgiving Day. The readings are Joel 2:21-27; Psalm 126; 1 
Timothy 2:1-7; Matthew 6:25-33. 
. 

Dec. 30th— 1st Sunday of Christmas 
Isaiah 61:10-62:3 Psalm 148 (13) Galatians 4:4-7 Luke 
2:22-40 



 By: Kerry Griffin  

St. Paul’s Archivist  

November22, 2018 

Tales from the Archives is a presentation 

from the Archives at St. Paul’s.  

Contributions of items of significance to 

the Church History or contributions of sto-

ries are welcome and encouraged.  

Please submit by the 20th of the month. 

It is the goal of the Archive to preserve 

the Church History and make selected 

portions of it known to the congregation 

from time to time.  

I can be contacted at:  

301.518.8460 cell  

What’s happening in the Archive? 

 Celebrating 200 years of Silent Night 
(1818—2018) 

News & Notes  
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“The carol “Silent Night“ is 

200 years old this year.” 
 

For December, I thought it would be 

appropriate to look at one of the tradi-

tions here at St. Paul’s which is to sing 

Silent Night by candle light.   I was 

delighted that this favorite has been 

around almost 50 years longer than 

St. Paul’s (coming up on 150). 
 

Origins 
 

Arthur-  Joseph  Mohr (young Assis-

tant Priest of Oberndorf's St. Ni-

kola church)  
Composer– Franz Xaver  Gruber

(Organist friend and teacher in near 

by Arnsdorf of Joseph Mohr) 

Country of Origin—Austria in 

Oberndorf near Salzburg. 
Original form—Poem written by 

Joseph Mohr around 1816 

1st Performance—December 24, 

1818. 
 

Many believe the Silent Night was 
born out of necessity.  

“The organ was defective and the 
mouse was to blame” 

Truthfulness: 0 % 

• What is actually true is that 
although the organ was playable, 
it was also in dire need of repair. 
In the following year, organ build-
er Carl Mauracher from the 
Zillertal valley was called to 
Oberndorf in order to examine the 
instrument. 

Joseph Mohr and Franz Xaver 
Gruber could have decided to per-
form the song with the guitar from 
the very beginning, as they 
planned on singing the song after 
the Christmas mass in front of the 
nativity scene  

The song “Silent Night” 
The original poem and its six 
stanzas. 
 
Silent night! Holy night! 
All are sleeping, alone and awake 
Only the intimate holy pair, 
Lovely boy with curly hair, 
Sleep in heavenly peace! 
Sleep in heavenly peace! 

  

Silent night! Holy night! 
Son of God, O how he laughs 
Love from your divine mouth, 

Then it hits us – the hour of salva-
tion. 
Jesus at your birth! 
Jesus at your birth! 

  

Silent night! Holy night! 
Which brought salvation to the 
world, 
From Heaven’s golden heights, 
Mercy’s abundance was made visi-
ble to us: 
Jesus in human form, 
Jesus in human form. 

  

Silent night! Holy night! 
Where on this day all power 
of fatherly love poured forth 
And like a brother lovingly em-
braced 
Jesus the peoples of the world, 
Jesus the peoples of the world. 

  

Silent night! Holy night! 
Already long ago planned for us, 
When the Lord frees from wrath 
Since the beginning of ancient 
times 
A salvation promised for the 
whole world. 
A salvation promised for the 
whole world. 

  

Silent night! Holy night! 
To shepherds it was first made 
known 
By the angel, Alleluia; 
Sounding forth loudly far and 
near: 
Jesus the Savior is here! 
Jesus the Savior is here! 

 

As you can on the facing page the 

world of 1792 to 1816 was not unlike 

our own, wars, political unrest and 

crime were common place . The world 

had survived Napoleon!  

 

Perhaps, the world is once again ready 

for Silent Night and there is hope for 

peace and good will for our time! 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 
 

Kerry Griffin 
Archivist 

 

 

 
Assistant Priest, Joseph Mohr 



(continued from page 8) 
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Source: 

https://www.stillenacht.com/en/  

Franz Xavier Gruber, Com-

poser of Silent Night 

St. Nikola Church” 

Oberndorf, Austria 

Circulation 
The global journey of “Silent Night” 
 

Two hundred years after “Silent Night” 

was first performed in Oberndorf, it is 

counted among the best known and 

most beloved Christmas songs — taken 

up and interpreted by musical artists 

from across every genre. Every year on 

Christmas, it is sung by around two 

billion people across the globe: on all 

continents and in 300 languages and 

dialects. The song’s dissemination 

around the world is almost as much of 

a miracle as its creation. Or, to put it in 

Victor Hugo’s (1802 – 1885) words: 

“Nothing is stronger than an idea 

whose time has come.” You might 

say that the world had finally been 

ready for “Silent Night”. 

Origin 
A new song is created during difficult times 
 
War, natural catastrophes, hunger, misery, poverty and epidemics: “Silent Night” is created dur-

ing difficult times. The song’s creators, Joseph Mohr and Franz Xaver Gruber, also grow up in an 

environment absolutely unsuitable for children or adolescents: French troops, occupations and 

violent crimes are part of everyday life. Their parents struggle to let their children out of the 

house or even feed them. And a devastating political and economic landscape offers little to no 

future. Evaluating their circumstances, hopelessness overcomes the people. Those with strong 

faith in God can fall back on something. The rest becomes desperate, losing trust and confidence 

in a better future. Perhaps it is exactly this traumatic environment that makes people so recep-

tive to a new song about home. Like a light during a dark night, it gives off a spark of hope and 

warmth. 

https://www.stillenacht.com/en/
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Property committee notes for December 2018 activity 

1. The gas conversion is still in progress. The latest estimated date for install is the end of November or the first of Decem-

ber. Miss utility should have everything marked by November 27th. 

2. Parsonage repairs: George Mader came back to paint around the basement door at no cost.  A leak in the drain pipe 

from the kitchen was repaired. Eventually the galvanized drain should be replaced. 

3. Randy Arndt has purchased the books for the Servsafe kitchen manager training. He has also printed out a study guide. 

The class is scheduled for Saturday December 1st. 

4. Ken Keefer purchased and replaced the bulbs for the sconce lights in the basement. 

5. The failed light on the front west corner of the church was replaced. 

6. The community garden is still in the exploratory stage. It may become an Eagle Scout project. Our insurance company 

has been contacted to see if there are any added liability issues.  

7. Carl Gutschick was contacted to give us an estimate for the feasibility and cost for developing a third lot to be consid-

ered for sale. 

8. Thanks to Pastor Dave for helping to clear the sidewalks for the Thursday service on the 15th. 

9. John Parker has given us proposals to do parking lot repairs. He has agreed to hold his price through 2019 for us. He 

has also agreed to continue snow plowing for us. 

10. We had issues with the fire alarm on the 19th. Ken Keefer discovered that it was a Verizon issue again, was able to con-

tact Verizon and get it repaired 

John Murphy 

Property Committee 

Men’s Brotherhood Notes from November 2018 meeting: 
 
1. We discussed the progress on the Natural Gas Conversion project. 
2. We received an update on the LEAD interviews from John Korslund.   
3. We had a brief devotional Lead by Pr. Dave. 
4. We helped with the Altar Guild’s cleaning project after the meeting. 
 
The Men’s Brotherhood is open to all men in the congregation of any age.  We meet on the 2nd Saturday of each month for a 
Breakfast Meeting in the Fellowship Hall at 8:00 am.  Anyone with questions on the Brotherhood can contact any of the 
Officers. 
 

Ken Keefer 
Brotherhood President. 

Altar Guild/Brotherhood Brass Cleaning Altar Guild/Brotherhood Wood Polishing 
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From the Evangelism Committee: 

I have written about How/When/Where does the Evangelism Committee START – well it’s  

happening!!  It may only be baby steps, but we plan to be making full strides in the next 

couple months.  We welcomed David Shank into the fold bringing with him years of experi-

ence and spirit. 

  

We all need to spread the word to neighbors, friends, even strangers welcoming them to 

our church.   And as we have new people arrive, be sure to welcome them into our church 

body.   

  

Activities that are in the works: 
December 15th Handout Flyers in Maple Lawn to extend an invitation 
to St. Paul’s Christmas Programs 
           

January 6th 4pm 12th Night (A joint committee project.) 
 

We cordially invite you to join us with your ideas and thoughts that will 

energize OUR congregation. 

 

Too Young for Sunday School? 
Is your child too young for Sunday School? From 9:45am-10:45am parents may bring their infant
(s)/toddler(s) to our Nursery and enjoy conversation time with Pastor Carolyn and other parents.  
 

Family Fun between Services during Sunday School Time (from page 1) 
 Join us from 9:45am-10:45am on December 30 for some fun in the Parish Hall! 
There will be activities led by the youth as well as Christmas music! All are welcome!  

12th Night Program (from page 1) 

              January 6th, 4:00pm “Celebration of a Star” 
Our neighbors and church family are invited to join us for 
musical presentations by the choirs of St Paul’s (Chancel, 
Youth, “Coming with the Clouds”) and the Lutheran Bells. 
There will be a pot-luck and special activities as well.  
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News & Notes 

St. Paul’s Council Meeting Synopsis:  

November 6, 2018 

Devotions-Pastor Carolyn  

INTRODUCTIONS OF VISITORS 

-Randy Arndt-ServSafe Kitchen Manager Certification Information 
-Yvonne Lembo-ELCA Foundation Endowment and Legacy Planner 
 

OLD BUSINESS DISCUSSIONS:  

Review and approval of October minutes. 

October Activities, October Music Festival had talented performers, good food and attendance. Trunk 

or Treat – Youth and Evangelism team worked together to create a fun filled afternoon. 

Property highlights-New lighting was donated and installed by Ken Keefer for the upstairs hallway, 

stairwell and basement landing, as well as, new bulbs installed in the narthex. 

NEW BUSINESS DISCUSSIONS:  

Evangelism meeting was held on November 5th.  Ken Keefer had a great idea to create a community 

garden.  A community garden template will be created and this will become an Eagle Scout Project. 

The new copier has been delivered and the old copier removed. 

Budget presentation was reviewed for the November 11th Congregational Meeting. 

Income Gap Letter sent on November 2nd. 

St. Francis of Assisi Roman Catholic Community will use the sanctuary for a 4pm Christmas Eve 

Mass.  

St. Paul’s Christmas Eve schedule will be 6:30pm and 10pm 
Christmas Day 10am. 

Council will have more vacancies in May, 2019.  Dave Riethmiller has served four years as the Music & 

Worship Committee Chair.  Erik Domaas will step down as President to pursue other interests.  Coun-

cil was asked to prayerfully consider someone already in council to pursue President position. 

CLOSED IN PRAYER-PASTOR CAROLYN  

NEXT MEETING, Tuesday, December 4, 2018 @ 7pm 

Humbly submitted, 

Julie Smith 
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LEAD (Living Everyday as Disciples) 
 

There is an African Proverb that says, “If you want to go fast, go alone. If you want 
to go far, go together.” We know that everyone here at St. Paul’s wants to see the 
church “go far” and that is why we are on the LEAD journey.  Over the summer the 
LEAD team held a number of listening sessions, where members were able to share 
what they see as the important characteristics of the congregation. Our next step will 

be to listen to the community to see what they need and hopefully we will find a way to pair up our pas-
sion and the community’s needs.   
  
Before we go out in the community we wanted to share some of what we heard this summer.  The biggest 
thing and something that many will not find surprising is that what is changing is the world outside of the 
church.  People are being pulled in many directions by other activities that weren’t around 10, 20 or 50 
years ago.  We also found that many people are passionate about music.  Not just the hymns we sing dur-
ing the service but also our different musical groups (Choirs, Bell Choir and Coming with the Clouds) 
and the concerts we have had in our pavilion.  Our congregation also stands behind and has a lot of sup-
port for our young people.  We support our youth and the different opportunities that they have to partici-
pate in fellowship and Christian education.  Our members also let us know that they are proud to be part 
of a traditional Lutheran congregation and we would like to see more people becoming members.  Our 
members also have a desire to serve the community.  Many aren’t completely sure what this would look 
like but they still want to see us reaching out to neighbors (locally, nationally or global is still to be deter-
mined) and helping.  There are many other great and thought-provoking things that we will be reflecting 
on as we go over everything that was said at the listening sessions. 
  
Our LEAD team is now going out to talk to the community so we ask that you keep us in your prayers 
during this task.  Also, members of our LEAD team will be updating committees with information we 
learned from the congregation that may help them with their missions.  We will be back to have more 
discussions with the congregation once we learn what the community needs.   
 
Thank you again! 
 
The LEAD Team 



Last But Not Least 

Parish Staff 

Rev. Carolyn Shank 

Lead Pastor 443-474-2673 

pastorcarolynshank@gmail.com 

Rev Dave C. Shank 

Associate Pastor 301-725-0241 

revdavidshank@gmail.com 

Tom Leeseberg-Lange 

Cantor 410-465-8825 

 tleeseberglange@gmail.com  

Maya Wilcox  

Administrative Assistant 301-725-0241  

st.paulfulton@gmail.com (Mon 10-2pm, Tues -Fri 9-1pm) 

Parish Council and Contacts 

President, Erik Domaas 301-221-4306 

edomaas@gmail.com 

Vice President, Russ Werner 301-421-1815 

wwerner@travelers.com 

Secretary, Julie Smith toomuchjrs@verizon.net 

Treasurer, Mark Slater 301-928-4300 

mnlslater@verizon.net 

Financial Secretary, Donna Frederick 301-776-9598  

frederickdonna@verizon.net 

Evangelism, Pastor Dave Shank 

Worship & Music, Dave Riethmiller 724-518-1414  

astrodave84@gmail.com 

Social Outreach, Lisa Slater mnlslater@verizon.net 

Christian Education, Elizabeth Ohl 

Elizabeth.ohl@gmail.com 

Stewardship, Bob Peters 301-490-5326 

bob.peters31@gmail.com 

Youth & Family, Susan Meoni 

smeoni@gmail.com 

Property, John Murphy  410-917-1022  

SalJo98@msn.com 

Communications, Kerry Griffin 301-518-8460 

kerrygriffin@verizon.net  

 

Volume 11, Issue 12 News & Notes Special thanks to all our contributors and those 

that make the News & Notes possible! 

Special Notes: Have an item to share for the newsletter? 
Please submit items of interest by the 20th of the month for 
publication the first Sunday of the following month. 

Please let the church know of any Affirmations or peo-
ple we should remember and other prayer requests. 

 
 
Photo releases  
As we continue to update our website we need your 
help!  
 

We have people who take photos at events and we 
would like to highlight these events through the 
website! But, we also respect your need for privacy. 
We will not post photos that show the faces of any-
one under 18. We also will not post your photo with-
out your permission. We ask that you contact the 
church office via email or snail mail or put a note in 
the “communications box” in the office and let us 
know if you DO NOT want your image used on the 
site.  
 

Social Media  
Are you on Instagram or Twitter?  
If so, watch for information about St. Paul’s new 
accounts on both!  Instagram: stpaulsfulton 
and Twitter: @stpaulsfulton 

mailto:tleeseberglange@gmail.com

