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+IN THE NAME OF JESUS+ 
WELCOME to the Divine Service at Ascension of Christ! We pray that you will be richly blessed 

by God as you hear His Word, receive His gifts and worship Him with your prayer and praise! 

TO OUR GUESTS Welcome, we are glad that you have chosen to worship with us this morning. 

Please don’t hesitate to ask an usher or a greeter if you have any questions. Be sure to introduce 

yourself to our Pastor. We invite you to consider Ascension of Christ if you are looking for a church 

home. We gather every Sunday morning for Adult Bible Study at 9:00 a.m., the Divine Service at 

10:15 a.m. and Sunday School immediately after the Divine Service. 

CHILDREN AT ASCENSION At Ascension, we want you to feel at home. First, please relax and 

enjoy your time here. Jesus knows that children tend to wiggle and squawk a bit, so please don’t 

feel embarrassed by it. Your children are welcome here! To make it easier on your family, please 

dare to sit closer to the front where your children can easily see what’s going on, note the colors, 

watch the pastors, wonder about those heads on the lectern, and embrace the action at the altar.  

What Jesus does here is for them, too! As we go through the Divine Service, encourage them to join 

in on their parts: Amen! Lord have mercy. And with your spirit. I believe! Our Father!  And please be 

sure to sing and pray your parts too! Children learn by following your lead. There are some busy 

bags in the back of the church for you and if you must take your children out of the church, please 

hurry back! 

THE LORD’S SUPPER IS JOYFULLY RECEIVED HERE TODAY At the altar, our Lord Jesus 

Christ delivers His true body and blood into our mouths.  His gift of body and blood given in, 

with, and under the bread and wine, bestows tremendous benefits.  His body and blood forgives 

our sins, strengthens our faith, binds us to the Lord, and unites us with each other.  In this is life 

and salvation.  All members of The Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod have publicly confessed this 

sacred gift and its blessings and so are encouraged to commune. When you have examined yourself 

according to Christ’s bidding (1 Corinthians 11:28), come to His Supper rejoicing, just as Jesus asks, 

knowing that our Lord meets you at His altar with joy.  If you are a guest and would like to learn 

more about the practice of the Lord’s Supper at Ascension of Christ, or if you are uncertain about 

whether you should receive the Lord’s Supper, please speak with Pastor Loree before communing 

for the first time. 

THIRD SUNDAY IN LENT  Jeremiah was charged with speaking evil when he spoke the Word 

of the Lord (Jer. 26:1–15). So also, Jesus is accused of doing evil when in fact He is doing good. He 

casts out a demon from a mute man so that he is able to speak (Luke 11:14–28). But some said Jesus 

did this by the power of Beelzebub, Satan. Like Pharaoh of old, their hearts were hard (Ex. 8:16–

24). They did not recognize the finger of God, the power of the Holy Spirit at work in and through 

Jesus. Jesus is the Stronger Man who overcomes the strong man. He takes the devil’s armor of sin 

and death and destroys it from the inside out by the holy cross. He exorcizes and frees us by water 

and the Word. We were once darkness, but now we are light in Christ the Lord (Eph. 5:1–9). As 

children of light, our tongues are loosed to give thanks to Him who saved us.  



+GOD GATHERS US BEFORE HIS HOLY PRESENCE+ 
Please note the  symbol is used to indicate a sung response. 

PRELUDE  Minuet in G, BWV Anh. 114 – arr. Vaclav Nelhybel 

Please stand and face the cross at the sound of the chimes. 

PROCESSION 

Kneel/remain standing 

THE LITANY PRAYER 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 



 

 

 

 

 
 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 



 
  

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



SALUTATION & COLLECT OF THE DAY 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And with thy spirit.  

P Let us pray. O God, whose glory it is always to have mercy, be gracious to all who 

have gone astray from Your ways and bring them again with penitent hearts and 

steadfast faith to embrace and hold fast the unchangeable truth of Your Word; 

through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 

HYMN                                     O BLESSED LIGHT, O TRINITY LSB 890 

+GOD SPEAKS TO US IN HIS WORD+ 
Sit 

OLD TESTAMENT READING                      Exodus 8:16-24 
16Then the LORD said to Moses, “Say to 

Aaron, ‘Stretch out your staff and strike 

the dust of the earth, so that it may 

become gnats in all the land of Egypt.’” 
17And they did so. Aaron stretched out his 

hand with his staff and struck the dust of 

the earth, and there were gnats on man 

and beast. All the dust of the earth became 

gnats in all the land of Egypt. 18The 

magicians tried by their secret arts to 

produce gnats, but they could not. So 

there were gnats on man and beast. 19Then 

the magicians said to Pharaoh, “This is the 

finger of God.” But Pharaoh’s heart was 

hardened, and he would not listen to 

them, as the LORD had said. 

 20Then the LORD said to Moses, “Rise up 

early in the morning and present yourself 

to Pharaoh, as he goes out to the water, 

and say to him, ‘Thus says the LORD, “Let 

my people go, that they may serve me. 

21Or else, if you will not let my people go, 

behold, I will send swarms of flies on you 

and your servants and your people, and 

into your houses. And the houses of the 

Egyptians shall be filled with swarms of 

flies, and also the ground on which they 

stand. 22But on that day I will set apart the 

land of Goshen, where my people dwell, 

so that no swarms of flies shall be there, 

that you may know that I am the LORD in 

the midst of the earth. 23Thus I will put a 

division between my people and your 

people. Tomorrow this sign shall 

happen.”’” 24And the LORD did so. There 

came great swarms of flies into the house 

of Pharaoh and into his servants’ houses. 

Throughout all the land of Egypt the land 

was ruined by the swarms of flies. 

 P   This is the Word of the Lord. 

 C  Thanks be to God.

 



GRADUAL Psalm 9:19, 3 

 

Arise, O LORD! Let not | man prevail;* 

 let the nations be judged be- | fore you! 

When my enemies | turn back,* 

 they stumble and perish before your | presence. 

EPISTLE                       Ephesians 5:1-9 

     1Therefore be imitators of God, as 

beloved children. 2And walk in love, as 

Christ loved us and gave himself up for 

us, a fragrant offering and sacrifice to 

God. 

     3But sexual immorality and all 

impurity or covetousness must not even 

be named among you, as is proper among 

saints. 4Let there be no filthiness nor 

foolish talk nor crude joking, which are 

out of place, but instead let there be 

thanksgiving. 5For you may be sure of 

this, that everyone who is sexually 

immoral or impure, or who is covetous 

(that is, an idolater), has no inheritance in 

the kingdom of Christ and God. 6Let no 

one deceive you with empty words, for 

because of these things the wrath of God 

comes upon the sons of disobedience. 
7Therefore do not associate with them; 8for 

at one time you were darkness, but now 

you are light in the Lord. Walk as children 

of light 9(for the fruit of light is found in 

all that is good and right and true). 

P   This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God.

Stand 

TRACT Psalm 123:1–3a 

To you I lift | up my eyes,* 

 O you who are enthroned in the | heavens! 

Behold, as the eyes of servants look to the hand of their | master,* 

 so our eyes look to the LORD our God, till he has mercy up- | on us. 

Have mercy upon us, | O LORD,* 

 have mercy up- | on us. 

HOLY GOSPEL                            Luke 11:14-28 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the 11th chapter. 

C Glory be to Thee, O Lord.  

14Now [Jesus] was casting out a demon that was mute. When the demon had gone out, 



the mute man spoke, and the people 

marveled. 15But some of them said, “He 

casts out demons by Beelzebul, the prince 

of demons,” 16while others, to test him, 

kept seeking from him a sign from heaven. 
17But he, knowing their thoughts, said to 

them, “Every kingdom divided against 

itself is laid waste, and a divided 

household falls. 18And if Satan also is 

divided against himself, how will his 

kingdom stand? For you say that I cast out 

demons by Beelzebul. 19And if I cast out 

demons by Beelzebul, by whom do your 

sons cast them out? Therefore they will be 

your judges. 20But if it is by the finger of 

God that I cast out demons, then the 

kingdom of God has come upon you. 
21When a strong man, fully armed, guards 

his own palace, his goods are safe; 22but 

when one stronger than he attacks him and 

overcomes him, he takes away his armor in 

which he trusted and divides his spoil. 

23Whoever is not with me is against me, 

and whoever does not gather with me 

scatters. 

     24“When the unclean spirit has gone out 

of a person, it passes through waterless 

places seeking rest, and finding none it 

says, ‘I will return to my house from which 

I came.’ 25And when it comes, it finds the 

house swept and put in order. 26Then it 

goes and brings seven other spirits more 

evil than itself, and they enter and dwell 

there. And the last state of that person is 

worse than the first.” 

     27As he said these things, a woman in 

the crowd raised her voice and said to him, 

“Blessed is the womb that bore you, and 

the breasts at which you nursed!” 28But he 

said, “Blessed rather are those who hear 

the word of God and keep it!” 

P   This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C   Praise be to Thee, O Christ. 

NICENE CREED (back of the hymnal) 
 

Sit 

HYMN OF THE DAY IN THE VERY MIDST OF LIFE LSB 755 

SERMON 

+GOD RECEIVES OUR PRAYERS AND OFFERING+ 

Stand 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

Sit 

OFFERING  “On My Heart Imprint Your Image” arr. Tyleen Stults 

Stand 

OFFERTORY                             LSB 422 



 

 

 

 

+GOD GIVES A FORETASTE OF THE FEAST TO COME+ 
 

PREFACE  

 

 
  

 

 
  



 

 

PROPER PREFACE 

SANCTUS  

 

 

 

 

 

LORD’S PRAYER  

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD 

PAX DOMINI  

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C Amen.  



 

AGNUS DEI  

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Sit 

DISTRIBUTION HYMNS 

 O GOD OF LIGHT LSB 836 

 O LITTLE FLOCK, FEAR NOT THE FOE LSB 666 

                                                          O CHRIST, WHO ART THE LIGHT AND DAY LSB 882 

  

Stand 

DISMISSAL 

P The true body and precious blood of the Lord and Savior Jesus Christ 

strengthen you in body and soul to life everlasting.  Depart T in peace. 

C Amen. 

POST-COMMUNION HYMN          GOD HAS SPOKEN BY HIS PROPHETS  LSB 583 

 



THANKSGIVING  

P     O give thanks unto the Lord, for He is good, 

C and His mercy endureth forever. 

POST-COMMUNION COLLECT 

P Let us pray. 

 O God the Father, the fountain and source of all goodness, who in loving-kindness 

sent Your only-begotten Son into the flesh, we thank You that for His sake You 

have given us pardon and peace in this Sacrament, and we ask You not to forsake 

Your children but always to rule our hearts and minds by Your Holy Spirit that 

we may be enabled constantly to serve You; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our 

Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. 

 C Amen.  

 

+GOD BLESSES US AND SENDS US FORTH TO SERVE+ 
 

SALUTATION AND BENEDICAMUS 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And with thy spirit. 

P Bless we the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

BENEDICTION  

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious unto you. 

The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and T give you peace. 

C  Amen, amen, amen. 

 

POSTLUDE  

 

+TO GOD ALONE BE GLORY+ 

 


