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+IN THE NAME OF JESUS+

WELCOME to the Divine Service at Ascension of Christ! We pray that you will be richly blessed
by God as you hear His Word, receive His gifts and worship Him with your prayer and praise!
TO OUR GUESTS Welcome, we are glad that you have chosen to worship with us this morning.
Please don't hesitate to ask an usher or a greeter if you have any questions. Be sure to introduce
yourself to our Pastor. We invite you to consider Ascension of Christ if you are looking for a church
home. We gather every Sunday morning for Adult Bible Study at 9:00 a.m., the Divine Service at
10:15 a.m. and Sunday School immediately after the Divine Service.

CHILDREN AT ASCENSION At Ascension, we want you to feel at home. First, please relax and
enjoy your time here. Jesus knows that children tend to wiggle and squawk a bit, so please don’t
feel embarrassed by it. Your children are welcome here! To make it easier on your family, please

dare to sit closer to the front where your children can easily see what's going on, note the colors,
watch the pastors, wonder about those heads on the lectern, and embrace the action at the altar.
What Jesus does here is for them, too! As we go through the Divine Service, encourage them to join
in on their parts: Amen! Lord have mercy. And with your spirit. I believe! Our Father! And please be
sure to sing and pray your parts too! Children learn by following your lead. There are some busy
bags in the back of the church for you and if you must take your children out of the church, please
hurry back!

THE LORD’S SUPPER IS JOYFULLY RECEIVED HERE TODAY At the altar, our Lord Jesus
Christ delivers His true body and blood into our mouths. His gift of body and blood given in,

with, and under the bread and wine, bestows tremendous benefits. His body and blood forgives
our sins, strengthens our faith, binds us to the Lord, and unites us with each other. In this is life
and salvation. All members of The Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod have publicly confessed this
sacred gift and its blessings and so are encouraged to commune. When you have examined yourself
according to Christ’s bidding (1 Corinthians 11:28), come to His Supper rejoicing, just as Jesus asks,
knowing that our Lord meets you at His altar with joy. If you are a guest and would like to learn
more about the practice of the Lord’s Supper at Ascension of Christ, or if you are uncertain about
whether you should receive the Lord’s Supper, please speak with Pastor Loree before communing
for the first time.

SECOND SUNDAY IN LENT Jacob wrestled with God; he would not let Him go until he received a
blessing from Him (Gen. 32:22-32). So it was with the Canaanite woman. Though Jesus seemed to ignore and
reject her, she continued to call upon His name and look to Him for help (Mt. 15:21-28). Even when the Lord
called her a little dog, she held on to Him in faith and would not let Him wriggle out of His words: “Yes, Lord,
yet even the dogs eat the crumbs that fall from their masters’ table.” This Gentile woman shows herself to be
a true Israelite, who struggles with God and man in Christ and prevails. “O woman, great is your faith! Be it
done for you as you desire” (Mt. 15:27-28). This is the sanctifying will of God (1 Thess. 4:1-7)—to test your
faith in order that it may be refined and strengthened. For tribulation produces perseverance; perseverance,
character; character, hope. And hope in Christ does not disappoint (Rom. 5:1-5).




+GOD GATHERS US BEFORE HIS HOLY PRESENCE+

Please note the & symbol is used to indicate a sung response.

PRELUDE
Please stand and face the cross at the sound of the chimes.
PROCESSION
THE LITANY PRAYER
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O  Christ, have mer - cy.
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O  Christ, hear us.
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(L) God the Fa - ther in heaven, have mer - cy.
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God the Son, Redeemer of the world, have mer - cy.
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God the Holy Spir - it have mer - cy.
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(L] Be gra-cious to us. Spare us, good Lord.
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Be gra-cious to  us. Help us, good Lord.
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From all sin, from all error, from all . ... ... ... e - vil
From the crafts and assaults of the devil; from sudden and ¢ - vil death;
From pestilence and famine;
from war and bloodshed; from sedition and from re - bel - lion;
From lightning and tempest;
from all calamity by fire and water; and from ever - last - ing death:
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Good Lord, de-liv-er us.
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(L] By the mystery of Your holy incarnation; by Your holy na- tiv -i - ty;
By Your baptism, fasting, and temptation;
by Your agony and bloody sweat; by Your
cross and passion; by Your precious deathand . . . . . . . .. bur-i - al;
By Your glorious resurrection and ascension;
and by the coming of the Holy Spirit, the . . . . .. .. Com - fort - er:
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Help us, good Lord.
o)
1 0}
Hs>—— o0 p— H
LAY . & | bt I 1
F
(L] In all time of our tribulation; in all time
of our prosperity; in the hour of death; and in the day of judg - ment:
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Help us, good Lord.
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We poor sinners im - plore You
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To rule and govern Your holy Christian Church;

to preserve all pastors and ministers of Your

Church in the true knowledge and understanding

of Your wholesome Word and to sustain themin holy . . . . . liv - ing;

To put an end to all schisms and causes of offense;
to bring into the way of truth all who have erredand . . . . . are de - ceived;

To beat down Satan under our feet;
to send faithful laborers into Your harvest;

and to accompany Your Word with Your grace and . . . . . . Spir - it
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We implore You to hear wus, good Lord.
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To raise those who fall and to strengthen those
who stand; and to comfort and help the weakhearted and the dis - tressed:
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We implore You to hear us, good Lord.



To give to all peoples concord and peace;
to preserve our land from discord and strife;

to give our country Your protectioninevery. . . . . .. ... time of need;

To direct and defend our president/queen/king and all in
authority; to bless and protect our magistrates and all our peo -

To watch over and help all who are in danger,
necessity, and tribulation; to protect and guide all who  trav -

To grant all women with child, and all mothers
with infant children, increasing happiness in
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their blessings; to defend all orphans and widows and pro-vide for them;

To strengthen and keep all sick persons and
young children; to free those in bondage; and to have mercy on us

all:
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We implore You to hear us, good Lord.
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(L) To forgive our enemies, persecutors, and slanderers
and to turn their hearts; to give and preserve for our
use the kindly fruits of the earth; and graciously to hear our prayers:
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We implore You to hear us, good Lord.
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(L Lord Jesus Christ, Son of God,
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Christ, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world,
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(L) Christ, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world,
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(L] Christ, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world,
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grant us Your peace.
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O  Christ, have mer - cy.
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SALUTATION & COLLECT OF THE DAY

(P} The Lord be with you.
JAnd with thy spirit.

[P Letus pray. O God, You see that of ourselves we have no strength. By Your mighty
power defend us from all adversities that may happen to the body and from all evil
thoughts that may assault and hurt the soul; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our
Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

LSB 758

J”Amen.
HYMN THE WILL OF GOD IS ALWAYS BEST
+GOD SPEAKS TO US IN HIS WORD+
Sit
OLD TESTAMENT READING

2The same night he arose and took his
two wives, his two female servants, and his
eleven children, and crossed the ford of the
Jabbok. #He took them and sent them
across the stream, and everything else that
he had. 2*And Jacob was left alone. And a
man wrestled with him until the breaking
of the day. »When the man saw that he did
not prevail against Jacob, he touched his
hip socket, and Jacob’s hip was put out of
joint as he wrestled with him. *Then he
said, “Let me go, for the day has broken.”
But Jacob said, “I will not let you go unless
you bless me.” And he said to him, “What
is your name?” And he said, “Jacob.”
BThen he said, “Your name shall no longer
be called Jacob, but Israel, for you have

Genesis 32:22-32
striven with God and with men, and have
prevailed.” *Then Jacob asked him,
“Please tell me your name.” But he said,
“Why is it that you ask my name?” And
there he blessed him. 3So Jacob called the
name of the place Peniel, saying, “For I
have seen God face to face, and yet my life
has been delivered.” 3'The sun rose upon
him as he passed Penuel, limping because
of his hip. 3?Therefore to this day the
people of Israel do not eat the sinew of the
thigh that is on the hip socket, because he
touched the socket of Jacob’s hip on the
sinew of the thigh.

(P) This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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The troubles of my heart | are enlarged;*

bring me out of my dis- | tresses.

Psalm 25:17-18

Consider my affliction and my | trouble,*

and forgive | all my sins.

EPISTLE

'Therefore, since we have been justified
by faith, we have peace with God through
our Lord Jesus Christ. 2Through him we
have also obtained access by faith into this
grace in which we stand, and we rejoice in
hope of the glory of God. 3More than that,
we rejoice in our sufferings, knowing that
suffering produces endurance, “and

Stand
TRACT

Romans 5:1-5

endurance produces character, and
character produces hope, Sand hope does
not put us to shame, because God’s love
has been poured into our hearts through
the Holy Spirit who has been given to us.
(P) This is the Word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God

Psalm 106:1-4

Oh give thanks to the LORD, for | he is good,*
for his steadfast love endures for- | ever!
Who can utter the mighty deeds | of the LORD,*

or declare | all his praise?

Blessed are they who observe | justice,*
who do righteousness | at all times!

Remember me, O LORD, when you show favor to your | people;*

help me when you | save them.

HOLY GOSPEL

Matthew 15:21-28

[P} The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 15 chapter.

J”Glory be to Thee, O Lord.

YJesus went away from there and
withdrew to the district of Tyre and

Sidon. 22And behold, a Canaanite woman

from that region came out and was

crying, “Have mercy on me, O Lord, Son

of David; my daughter is severely
oppressed by a demon.” ?But he did not
answer her a word. And his disciples
came and begged him, saying, “Send her
away, for she is crying out after us.” 2He



answered, “I was sent only to the lost
sheep of the house of Israel.” *But she
came and knelt before him, saying,
“Lord, help me.” *And he answered, “It

table.” »Then Jesus answered her, “O
woman, great is your faith! Be it done for
you as you desire.” And her daughter
was healed instantly.

is not right to take the children’s bread
and throw it to the dogs.” #She said,
“Yes, Lord, yet even the dogs eat the
crumbs that fall from their masters’

P} This is the Gospel of the Lord.
JPraise be to Thee, O Christ.

NICENE CREED (back of the hymnal)
Sit

HYMN OF THE DAY WHEN IN THE HOUR OF DEEPEST NEED LSB 615
SERMON

+GOD RECEIVES OUR PRAYERS AND OFFERING+

Stand
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH

Sit
OFFERING

Stand
OFFERTORY
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Let the clear in - scrip-tion be: Je-sus, cru-ci - fied for me,
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Is my life, my hope’s foun-da-tion, Andmy glo-ry
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+GOD GIVES A FORETASTE OF THE FEAST TO COME+

PREFACE
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It is meet and right so to do.
PROPER PREFACE
SANCTUS
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heav’'n and earth are full of Thy glo - ry. Ho -san - na,
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ho - san - na, ho - san-na in the high - est. Bless-ed is He,
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bless-ed is He, bless-edis He that cometh in the name of the Lord.
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Ho-san - na, ho-san - na, ho - san-na in the high - est.
LORD’S PRAYER

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD
PAX DOMINI
(P} The peace of the Lord be with you always.
JAmen.
AGNUS DEI
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tak -est a-way the sin of the world, havemer-cyup-on us.
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world, grant us Thy peace. A - men.
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DISTRIBUTION HYMNS
FROM GOD CAN NOTHING MOVE ME LSB 713
I TRUST, O LORD, YOUR HOLY NAME LSB 734
GOD LOVED THE WORLD SO THAT HE GAVE L1SB 571
Stand
DISMISSAL

(P) The true body and precious blood of the Lord and Savior Jesus Christ strengthen you
in body and soul to life everlasting. Depart I+ in peace.
Amen.

POST-COMMUNION HYMN O HOLY SPIRIT, GRANT US GRACE LSB 693

THANKSGIVING
P} O give thanks unto the Lord, for He is good,
Jand His mercy endureth forever.

POST-COMMUNION COLLECT
P} Letus pray.
O God the Father, the fountain and source of all goodness, who in loving-kindness
sent Your only-begotten Son into the flesh, we thank You that for His sake You
have given us pardon and peace in this Sacrament, and we ask You not to forsake
Your children but always to rule our hearts and minds by Your Holy Spirit that
we may be enabled constantly to serve You; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our
Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.

)Amen.



+GOD BLESSES US AND SENDS US FORTH TO SERVE+

SALUTATION AND BENEDICAMUS
P} The Lord be with you.

DAnd with thy spirit.
(P) Bless we the Lord.

j\Thanks be to God.

BENEDICTION
(P} The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious unto you.

The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and I« give you peace.

)Amen, amen, amen.
POSTLUDE

+TO GOD ALONE BE GLORY+



