
 

 
POST-COMMUNION COLLECT 

P Let us pray. Gracious God, our heavenly Father, You have given us a foretaste of 
the feast to come in the Holy Supper of Your Son's body and blood. Keep us firm 
in the true faith throughout our days of pilgrimage that, on the day of His coming, 
we may, together with all Your saints, celebrate the marriage feast of the Lamb in 
His kingdom which has no end; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who 
lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

C Amen. 

+GOD BLESSES US AND SENDS US FORTH TO SERVE+ 
BENEDICTION  

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 

CLOSING HYMN PRAISE MY SOUL, THE KING OF HEAVEN LSB 793  

+TO GOD ALONE BE GLORY+ 
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+IN THE NAME OF JESUS+ 
WELCOME to the Divine Service at Ascension of Christ! We pray that you will be richly blessed 
by God as you hear His Word, receive His gifts and worship Him with your prayer and praise! 

TO OUR GUESTS Welcome, we are glad that you have chosen to worship with us this morning. 
Please don’t hesitate to ask an usher or a greeter if you have any questions. Be sure to introduce 
yourself to our Pastor. We invite you to consider Ascension of Christ if you are looking for a church 
home. We gather every Sunday morning for Adult Bible Study at 9:00 am, the Divine Service at 
10:15 am, and Fellowship, Children’s Sunday School, and Confirmation immediately following 
worship.  

CHILDREN AT ASCENSION At Ascension, we want you to feel at home. First, please relax and 
enjoy your time here. Jesus knows that children tend to wiggle and squawk a bit, so please don’t 
feel embarrassed by it. Your children are welcome here! To make it easier on your family, please 
dare to sit closer to the front where your children can easily see what’s going on, note the colors, 
watch the pastors, wonder about those heads on the lectern, and embrace the action at the altar.  
What Jesus does here is for them, too! As we go through the Divine Service, encourage them to join 
in on their parts: Amen! Lord have mercy. And with your spirit. I believe! Our Father!  And please be 
sure to sing and pray your parts too! Children learn by following your lead. There are some busy 
bags in the back of the church for you and if you must take your children out of the church, please 
hurry back! 

THE LORD’S SUPPER IS JOYFULLY RECEIVED HERE TODAY At the altar, our Lord Jesus 
Christ delivers His true body and blood into our mouths. His gift of body and blood given in, with, 
and under the bread and wine, bestows tremendous benefits.  His body and blood forgives our 
sins, strengthens our faith, binds us to the Lord, and unites us with each other.  In this is life and 
salvation.  All members of The Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod have publicly confessed this 
sacred gift and its blessings and so are encouraged to commune. When you have examined yourself 
according to Christ’s bidding (1 Corinthians 11:28), come to His Supper rejoicing, just as Jesus asks, 
knowing that our Lord meets you at His altar with joy.  If you are a guest and would like to learn 
more about the practice of the Lord’s Supper at Ascension of Christ, or if you are uncertain about 
whether you should receive the Lord’s Supper, please speak with Pastor Loree before communing 
for the first time. 

THE LITURGY FOR LAST SUNDAY OF THE CHURCH YEAR Christ is everything – making 
peace by the blood of His cross. This is the most valuable proclamation for the end of the Church 
Year. Christ the King holds in balance all things: the visible and the invisible; the heavens and the 
earth; the dead and the living; the wicked and the redeemed. Upon the cross, Jesus utters words 
that forgive and reserve for repentant sinners eternal paradise. Through Christ alone we are 
declared to be His treasured possessions forever. 

 

 

 

 

 
Sit 
DISTRIBUTION OF HOLY COMMUNION 
 CROWN HIM WITH MANY CROWNS LSB 525 
 ALLELUIA! SING TO JESUS LSB 821 
 ALL HAIL THE POWER OF JESUS’ NAME LSB 549 
                                                   JESUS SHALL REIGN               LSB 832 

THE DISMISSAL 
P The true body and precious blood of the Lord and Savior Jesus Christ strengthen 

you in body and soul to life everlasting.  Depart in peace. 
C Amen. 

POST-COMMUNION CANTICLE  

 

 

 



 

PROPER PREFACE 

SANCTUS  

 

 

 

 

 
PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 

LORD'S PRAYER  

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD 

PAX DOMINI  
P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C Amen. 

AGNUS DEI 

 

+GOD GATHERS US BEFORE HIS HOLY PRESENCE+ 
Please note the  symbol is used to indicate a sung response. 

PRELUDE 

Please stand at the sound of the chimes. 
OPENING HYMN O WORSHIP THE KING LSB 804 

INVOCATION 
P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 

EXHORTATION   
P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 
C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins 

and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

Kneel/Stand Silent reflection upon God’s Word 
CONFESSION OF SINS 

P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 
C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We 

have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and 
by what we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we 
have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and 
eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. 
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk 
in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name.  Amen. 

ABSOLUTION 
P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake 

forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His 
authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the 
T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
  



INTROIT Psalm 134; antiphon: Psalm 33:8 

 
Antiphon: 
Let all the earth | fear the Lord;* 

let all the inhabitants of the world stand in | awe of him! 
Psalm: 
Come, bless the Lord, all you servants | of the Lord,* 

who stand by night in the house | of the Lord! 
Lift up your hands to the | holy place* 

and | bless the Lord! 
May the Lord bless you from | Zion,* 

he who made | heaven and earth! 
Gloria Patri: 
Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* 

and to the Holy | Spirit; 
as it was in the be- | ginning,* 

is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 
Antiphon: (repeated) 

KYRIE ~ [KEE-ree-yay] 
P …		let us pray to the Lord: 

 
HYMN OF PRAISE 

 

 

 

 

 

+GOD GIVES US A FORETASTE OF THE FEAST TO COME+ 
PREFACE  

 

 
 C     And with your spirit. 

 

 

 



happen when it is dry?” 
32Two others, who were criminals, 

were led away to be put to death with 
him. 33And when they came to the place 
that is called The Skull, there they 
crucified him, and the criminals, one on 
his right and one on his left. 34And Jesus 
said, “Father, forgive them, for they 
know not what they do.” And they cast 
lots to divide his garments. 35And the 
people stood by, watching, but the rulers 
scoffed at him, saying, “He saved others; 
let him save himself, if he is the Christ of 
God, his Chosen One!” 36The soldiers 
also mocked him, coming up and 
offering him sour wine 37and saying, “If 
you are the King of the Jews, save 
yourself!” 38There was also an inscription 

over him, “This is the King of the Jews.” 
39One of the criminals who were 

hanged railed at him, saying, “Are you 
not the Christ? Save yourself and us!” 
40But the other rebuked him, saying, “Do 
you not fear God, since you are under the 
same sentence of condemnation? 41And 
we indeed justly, for we are receiving the 
due reward of our deeds; but this man 
has done nothing wrong.” 42And he said, 
“Jesus, remember me when you come 
into your kingdom.” 43And he said to 
him, “Truly, I say to you, today you will 
be with me in Paradise.” 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise to You, O Christ.

NICENE CREED (Back cover of hymnal) 

Sit 
HYMN OF THE DAY LORD, ENTHRONED IN HEAVENLY SPLENDOR LSB 534 

SERMON 

+GOD RECEIVES OUR PRAYERS & OFFERINGS+ 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Kneel/Stand 
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

Sit 
OFFERING 

Stand 
OFFERTORY 

 

 
  



SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And with your spirit.  
P Let us pray. Lord Jesus Christ, You reign among us by the preaching of Your cross. 

Forgive Your people their offenses that we, being governed by Your bountiful 
goodness, may enter at last into Your eternal paradise; for You live and reign with 
the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

Sit 
+GOD SPEAKS TO US IN HIS WORD+ 

OLD TESTAMENT Malachi 3:13-18 
[“Once more you shall see the distinction between the righteous and the wicked.”]

13“Your words have been hard 
against me, says the Lord. But you say, 
‘How have we spoken against you?’ 
14You have said, ‘It is vain to serve God. 
What is the profit of our keeping his 
charge or of walking as in mourning 
before the Lord of hosts? 15And now we 
call the arrogant blessed. Evildoers not 
only prosper but they put God to the test 
and they escape.’” 

16Then those who feared the Lord 
spoke with one another. The Lord paid 
attention and heard them, and a book of 

remembrance was written before him of 
those who feared the Lord and esteemed 
his name. 17“They shall be mine, says the 
Lord of hosts, in the day when I make up 
my treasured possession, and I will spare 
them as a man spares his son who serves 
him. 18Then once more you shall see the 
distinction between the righteous and 
the wicked, between one who serves God 
and one who does not serve him.” 

P This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

 
GRADUAL Revelation 7:14b; Psalm 84:5 

 
These are the ones coming out of the great tribu- | lation.* 
 They have washed their robes and made them white in the blood | of the Lamb. 
Blessèd are those whose strength is | in you,* 
 in whose heart are the highways to | Zion. 

 

EPISTLE Colossians 1:13–20 
[“He is before all things.”]

13He has delivered us from the 
domain of darkness and transferred us to 
the kingdom of his beloved Son, 14in 
whom we have redemption, the 
forgiveness of sins. 

15He is the image of the invisible God, 
the firstborn of all creation. 16For by him 
all things were created, in heaven and on 
earth, visible and invisible, whether 
thrones or dominions or rulers or 
authorities—all things were created 
through him and for him. 17And he is 
before all things, and in him all things 

hold together. 18And he is the head of the 
body, the church. He is the beginning, 
the firstborn from the dead, that in 
everything he might be preeminent. 19For 
in him all the fullness of God was pleased 
to dwell, 20and through him to reconcile 
to himself all things, whether on earth or 
in heaven, making peace by the blood of 
his cross. 

P This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God.

Stand 
ALLELUIA AND VERSE  

 

 
HOLY GOSPEL Luke 23:27–43 

[“If You are the King of the Jews, save Yourself.”] 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the 23rd chapter. 
C Glory to You, O Lord.  
27And there followed [Jesus] a great 

multitude of the people and of women 
who were mourning and lamenting for 
him. 28But turning to them Jesus said, 
“Daughters of Jerusalem, do not weep 
for me, but weep for yourselves and for 
your children. 29For behold, the days are 

coming when they will say, ‘Blessed are 
the barren and the wombs that never 
bore and the breasts that never nursed!’ 
30Then they will begin to say to the 
mountains, ‘Fall on us,’ and to the hills, 
‘Cover us.’ 31For if they do these things 
when the wood is green, what will 


