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+IN THE NAME OF JESUS+ 
WELCOME to the Divine Service at Ascension of Christ! We pray that you will be richly blessed 

by God as you hear His Word, receive His gifts and worship Him with your prayer and praise! 

TO OUR GUESTS Welcome, we are glad that you have chosen to worship with us this morning. 

Please don’t hesitate to ask an usher or a greeter if you have any questions. Be sure to introduce 

yourself to our Pastor. We invite you to consider Ascension of Christ if you are looking for a church 

home. We gather every Sunday morning for Adult Bible Study at 9:00 am, the Divine Service at 10:15 

am and fellowship immediately after the Divine Service. 

CHILDREN AT ASCENSION At Ascension, we want you to feel at home. First, please relax and 

enjoy your time here. Jesus knows that children tend to wiggle and squawk a bit, so please don’t 

feel embarrassed by it. Your children are welcome here! To make it easier on your family, please 

dare to sit closer to the front where your children can easily see what’s going on, note the colors, 

watch the pastors, wonder about those heads on the lectern, and embrace the action at the altar.  

What Jesus does here is for them, too! As we go through the Divine Service, encourage them to join 

in on their parts: Amen! Lord have mercy. And with your spirit. I believe! Our Father!  And please be 

sure to sing and pray your parts too! Children learn by following your lead. There are some busy 

bags in the back of the church for you and if you must take your children out of the church, please 

hurry back! 

THE LORD’S SUPPER IS JOYFULLY RECEIVED HERE TODAY At the altar, our Lord Jesus 

Christ delivers His true body and blood into our mouths. His gift of body and blood given in, with, 

and under the bread and wine, bestows tremendous benefits. His body and blood forgives our sins, 

strengthens our faith, binds us to the Lord, and unites us with each other.  In this is life and 

salvation.  All members of The Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod have publicly confessed this 

sacred gift and its blessings and so are encouraged to commune. When you have examined yourself 

according to Christ’s bidding (1 Corinthians 11:28), come to His Supper rejoicing, just as Jesus asks, 

knowing that our Lord meets you at His altar with joy. If you are a guest and would like to learn 

more about the practice of the Lord’s Supper at Ascension of Christ, or if you are uncertain about 

whether you should receive the Lord’s Supper, please speak with Pastor Grams before communing 

for the first time. 

THE LITURGY FOR THE FIFTH SUNDAY IN LENT Decaying skeletons are revived in hearing 

the prophecies of God. Graveyards are opened; the dead are raised—the Lord does it all! Lifeless 

creatures respond to the Holy Spirit. Hostile flesh wars against God and dies, but those continually 

revived by the Spirit live in peace. Dead Lazarus is three days entombed in stench, and yet, when 

Jesus speaks, he rises, he lives! Lazarus sheds the shroud of death, and the Lord has done it all. 

  



+GOD GATHERS US BEFORE HIS HOLY PRESENCE+ 
Please note the  symbol is used to indicate a sung response. 

PRELUDE 

Please stand and face the baptismal font at the sound of the chimes. 

INVOCATION 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

EXHORTATION  

P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 

C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins 

and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

Silence for reflection on God's Word and for self-examination. 

CONFESSION 

P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 

C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We 

have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and 

by what we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we 

have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and 

eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.  

Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk 

in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name.  Amen. 

ABSOLUTION 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake 

forgives you all your sins.  As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His 

authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the 

T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

  



INTROIT Psalm 116:1-4,8 Antiphon v. 15 

 
Antiphon: 

Precious in the sight | of the Lord* 

is the death | of his saints. 

Psalm 

I love the Lord, because | he has heard* 

my voice and my pleas for | mercy. 

Because he inclined his | ear to me,* 

therefore I will call on him as long | as I live. 

The snares of death encompassed me; the pangs of Sheol laid | hold on me;* 

I suffered distress and | anguish. 

Then I called on the name | of the Lord:* 

“O Lord, I pray, deliv- | er my soul!” 

For you have delivered my | soul from death,* 

my eyes from tears, my feet from | stumbling. 

Gloria Patri 

Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* 

and to the Holy | Spirit; 

as it was in the be- | ginning,* 

is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 

Antiphon (repeated) 

KYRIE 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And with your spirit.  

P Let us pray. Almighty God, by Your great goodness mercifully look upon Your people 

that we may be governed and preserved evermore in body and soul; through Jesus 

Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one 

God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

Sit 

  



+GOD SPEAKS TO US IN HIS WORD+ 

OLD TESTAMENT Ezekiel 37:1-14 

[The valley of dry bones.] 
1The hand of the Lord was upon me, and he 

brought me out in the Spirit of the Lord and set 

me down in the middle of the valley; it was full 

of bones. 2And he led me around among them, 

and behold, there were very many on the 

surface of the valley, and behold, they were 

very dry. 3And he said to me, “Son of man, can 

these bones live?” And I answered, “O Lord 

God, you know.” 4Then he said to me, 

“Prophesy over these bones, and say to them, O 

dry bones, hear the word of the Lord. 5Thus 

says the Lord God to these bones: Behold, I will 

cause breath to enter you, and you shall live. 
6And I will lay sinews upon you, and will cause 

flesh to come upon you, and cover you with 

skin, and put breath in you, and you shall live, 

and you shall know that I am the Lord.” 
7So I prophesied as I was commanded. And 

as I prophesied, there was a sound, and behold, 

a rattling, and the bones came together, bone to 

its bone. 8And I looked, and behold, there were 

sinews on them, and flesh had come upon 

them, and skin had covered them. But there 

was no breath in them. 9Then he said to me, 

“Prophesy to the breath; prophesy, son of man, 

and say to the breath, Thus says the Lord God: 

Come from the four winds, O breath, and 

breathe on these slain, that they may live.” 10So 

I prophesied as he commanded me, and the 

breath came into them, and they lived and 

stood on their feet, an exceedingly great army. 
11Then he said to me, “Son of man, these 

bones are the whole house of Israel. Behold, 

they say, ‘Our bones are dried up, and our hope 

is lost; we are clean cut off.’ 12Therefore 

prophesy, and say to them, Thus says the Lord 

God: Behold, I will open your graves and raise 

you from your graves, O my people. And I will 

bring you into the land of Israel. 13And you shall 

know that I am the Lord, when I open your 

graves, and raise you from your graves, O my 

people. 14And I will put my Spirit within you, 

and you shall live, and I will place you in your 

own land. Then you shall know that I am the 

Lord; I have spoken, and I will do it, declares 

the Lord.” 

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God.

CHOIR ANTHEM Ah, Holy Jesus 

EPISTLE Romans 8:1-11 

[Through Christ, the law of the Spirit of life sets me free.]
1There is therefore now no condemnation 

for those who are in Christ Jesus. 2For the law 

of the Spirit of life has set you free in Christ 

Jesus from the law of sin and death. 3For God 

has done what the law, weakened by the flesh, 

could not do. By sending his own Son in the 

likeness of sinful flesh and for sin, he 

condemned sin in the flesh, 4in order that the 

righteous requirement of the law might be 

fulfilled in us, who walk not according to the 

flesh but according to the Spirit. 5For those who 

live according to the flesh set their minds on the 

things of the flesh, but those who live according 

to the Spirit set their minds on the things of the 

Spirit. 6To set the mind on the flesh is death, but 

to set the mind on the Spirit is life and peace. 



7For the mind that is set on the flesh is hostile to 

God, for it does not submit to God’s law; 

indeed, it cannot. 8Those who are in the flesh 

cannot please God. 
9You, however, are not in the flesh but in 

the Spirit, if in fact the Spirit of God dwells in 

you. Anyone who does not have the Spirit of 

Christ does not belong to him. 10But if Christ is 

in you, although the body is dead because of 

sin, the Spirit is life because of righteousness. 
11If the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the 

dead dwells in you, he who raised Christ Jesus 

from the dead will also give life to your mortal 

bodies through his Spirit who dwells in you. 

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God

Stand 

VERSE FOR LENT 

 

 

 

HOLY GOSPEL John 11:1-45 

[After raising Lazarus, the Pharisees begin to plot to take Jesus’ life.] 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the 11th chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord.  

1Now a certain man was ill, Lazarus of 

Bethany, the village of Mary and her sister 

Martha. 2It was Mary who anointed the Lord 

with ointment and wiped his feet with her hair, 

whose brother Lazarus was ill. 3So the sisters 

sent to him, saying, “Lord, he whom you love 

is ill.” 4But when Jesus heard it he said, “This 

illness does not lead to death. It is for the glory 

of God, so that the Son of God may be glorified 

through it.” 
5Now Jesus loved Martha and her sister 

and Lazarus. 6So, when he heard that Lazarus 

was ill, he stayed two days longer in the place 

where he was. 7Then after this he said to the 

disciples, “Let us go to Judea again.” 8The 

disciples said to him, “Rabbi, the Jews were just 

now seeking to stone you, and are you going 

there again?” 9Jesus answered, “Are there not 

twelve hours in the day? If anyone walks in the 

day, he does not stumble, because he sees the 

light of this world. 10But if anyone walks in the 

night, he stumbles, because the light is not in 

him.” 11After saying these things, he said to 

them, “Our friend Lazarus has fallen asleep, but 

I go to awaken him.” 12The disciples said to him, 

“Lord, if he has fallen asleep, he will recover.” 



13Now Jesus had spoken of his death, but they 

thought that he meant taking rest in sleep. 
14Then Jesus told them plainly, “Lazarus has 

died, 15and for your sake I am glad that I was 

not there, so that you may believe. But let us go 

to him.” 16So Thomas, called the Twin, said to 

his fellow disciples, “Let us also go, that we 

may die with him.” 
17Now when Jesus came, he found that 

Lazarus had already been in the tomb four 

days. 18Bethany was near Jerusalem, about two 

miles off, 19and many of the Jews had come to 

Martha and Mary to console them concerning 

their brother. 20So when Martha heard that 

Jesus was coming, she went and met him, but 

Mary remained seated in the house. 21Martha 

said to Jesus, “Lord, if you had been here, my 

brother would not have died. 22But even now I 

know that whatever you ask from God, God 

will give you.” 23Jesus said to her, “Your brother 

will rise again.” 24Martha said to him, “I know 

that he will rise again in the resurrection on the 

last day.” 25Jesus said to her, “I am the 

resurrection and the life. Whoever believes in 

me, though he die, yet shall he live, 26and 

everyone who lives and believes in me shall 

never die. Do you believe this?” 27She said to 

him, “Yes, Lord; I believe that you are the 

Christ, the Son of God, who is coming into the 

world.” 
28When she had said this, she went and 

called her sister Mary, saying in private, “The 

Teacher is here and is calling for you.” 29And 

when she heard it, she rose quickly and went to 

him. 30Now Jesus had not yet come into the 

village, but was still in the place where Martha 

had met him. 31When the Jews who were with 

her in the house, consoling her, saw Mary rise 

quickly and go out, they followed her, 

supposing that she was going to the tomb to 

weep there. 32Now when Mary came to where 

Jesus was and saw him, she fell at his feet, 

saying to him, “Lord, if you had been here, my 

brother would not have died.” 33When Jesus 

saw her weeping, and the Jews who had come 

with her also weeping, he was deeply moved in 

his spirit and greatly troubled. 34And he said, 

“Where have you laid him?” They said to him, 

“Lord, come and see.” 35Jesus wept. 36So the 

Jews said, “See how he loved him!” 37But some 

of them said, “Could not he who opened the 

eyes of the blind man also have kept this man 

from dying?” 
38Then Jesus, deeply moved again, came to 

the tomb. It was a cave, and a stone lay against 

it. 39Jesus said, “Take away the stone.” Martha, 

the sister of the dead man, said to him, “Lord, 

by this time there will be an odor, for he has 

been dead four days.” 40Jesus said to her, “Did I 

not tell you that if you believed you would see 

the glory of God?” 41So they took away the 

stone. And Jesus lifted up his eyes and said, 

“Father, I thank you that you have heard me. 42I 

knew that you always hear me, but I said this 

on account of the people standing around, that 

they may believe that you sent me.” 43When he 

had said these things, he cried out with a loud 

voice, “Lazarus, come out.” 44The man who had 

died came out, his hands and feet bound with 

linen strips, and his face wrapped with a cloth. 

Jesus said to them, “Unbind him, and let him 

go.” 
45Many of the Jews therefore, who had 

come with Mary and had seen what he did, 

believed in him. 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 

APOSTLES’ CREED (back of the hymnal) 



Sit 

HYMN OF THE DAY MY SONG IS LOVE UNKNOWN LSB 430 

SERMON 

+GOD RECEIVES OUR PRAYERS AND OFFERING+ 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Stand 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

Sit 

OFFERING 

Stand 

OFFERTORY 

 

 

 

 

 

 



+GOD GIVES A FORETASTE OF THE FEAST TO COME+ 

PREFACE 

 

 
  C      And        with      your       spirit. 

 

 

 

 

PROPER PREFACE 

SANCTUS 

 

 

 

 



PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 

LORD’S PRAYER  

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD 

PAX DOMINI  

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C Amen.  

AGNUS DEI 

 

 

 

 
Sit 

DISTRIBUTION OF HOLY COMMUNION 

DISTRIBUTION HYMNS  

 O CHRIST, WHO SHARED OUR MORTAL LIFE LSB 552 v 1, 9, 10, 4 

 WHAT IS THIS BREAD LSB 629 

 JESUS, I WILL PONDER NOW LSB 440 

 THE LAMB  LSB 547 

Stand 

DISMISSAL 

P The true body and precious blood of the Lord and Savior Jesus Christ strengthen 

you in body and soul to life everlasting.  Depart in peace. 

C Amen. 

  



POST COMMUNION CANTICLE 

 

 

 

 

POST-COMMUNION COLLECT 

P As often as you eat this bread and drink this cup 

C You proclaim the Lord’s death until He comes. 

P Let us pray. Heavenly Father, as you did not spare your own Son, but gave him 

up for us all: Grant that we who have received his body and blood in the sacrament 

may live in him and he in us, so that, as your children, we may walk in your ways 

and serve you all the days of our life; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and 

reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

+GOD BLESSES US AND SENDS US FORTH TO SERVE+ 

BENEDICTION 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace. 

C Amen.  

CLOSING HYMN WHAT WONDROUS LOVE IS THIS LSB 543 

+TO GOD ALONE BE GLORY+ 


