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+IN THE NAME OF JESUS+ 

WELCOME to the Divine Service at Ascension of Christ! We pray that you will be richly blessed 

by God as you hear His Word, receive His gifts and worship Him with your prayer and praise! 

TO OUR GUESTS Welcome, we are glad that you have chosen to worship with us this morning. 

Please don’t hesitate to ask an usher or a greeter if you have any questions. Be sure to introduce 

yourself to our Pastor. We invite you to consider Ascension of Christ if you are looking for a church 

home. We gather every Sunday morning for Adult Bible Study at 9:00 am, the Divine Service at 

10:15 am, and Fellowship after church.  

CHILDREN AT ASCENSION At Ascension, we want you to feel at home. First, please relax and 

enjoy your time here. Jesus knows that children tend to wiggle and squawk a bit, so please don’t 

feel embarrassed by it. Your children are welcome here! To make it easier on your family, please 

dare to sit closer to the front where your children can easily see what’s going on, note the colors, 

watch the pastors, wonder about those heads on the lectern, and embrace the action at the altar.  

What Jesus does here is for them, too! As we go through the Divine Service, encourage them to join 

in on their parts: Amen! Lord have mercy. And with your spirit. I believe! Our Father!  And please be 

sure to sing and pray your parts too! Children learn by following your lead. There are some busy 

bags in the back of the church for you and if you must take your children out of the church, please 

hurry back! 

THE LORD’S SUPPER IS JOYFULLY RECEIVED HERE TODAY At the altar, our Lord Jesus 

Christ delivers His true body and blood into our mouths.  His gift of body and blood given in, 

with, and under the bread and wine, bestows tremendous benefits.  His body and blood forgives 

our sins, strengthens our faith, binds us to the Lord, and unites us with each other.  In this is life 

and salvation.  All members of The Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod have publicly confessed this 

sacred gift and its blessings and so are encouraged to commune. When you have examined yourself 

according to Christ’s bidding (1 Corinthians 11:28), come to His Supper rejoicing, just as Jesus asks, 

knowing that our Lord meets you at His altar with joy.  If you are a guest and would like to learn 

more about the practice of the Lord’s Supper at Ascension of Christ, or if you are uncertain about 

whether you should receive the Lord’s Supper, please speak with Pastor Grams before communing 

for the first time. 

THE LITURGY FOR THE NINTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST Faith is a gift from God – a 

treasury safeguarding our hearts and minds, believing divine mysteries and plain truths, trusting 

in the judgment and grace of God, relishing things seen and unseen, and hoping for imaginable 

and seemingly impossible blessing from God. Abel, Enoch, Noah, and Abraham believed the bold 

assertions of God. The Church continues in that lineage of faith, believing in our greatest treasure, 

Jesus Christ, who subdues fear and cares, forgives and redeems. 

  



+GOD GATHERS US BEFORE HIS HOLY PRESENCE+ 
Please note the  symbol is used to indicate a sung response. 

PRELUDE 

Please stand at the sound of the chimes 

OPENING HYMN HOW FIRM A FOUNDATION LSB 728 

INVOCATION 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

EXHORTATION 

P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto 

God our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us 

forgiveness. 

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 

P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 

C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 

Kneel/Stand 

CONFESSION & ABSOLUTION 

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 

P O almighty God, merciful Father, 

C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with 

which I have ever offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal 

punishment. But I am heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and 

I pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter 

sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and 

merciful to me, a poor, sinful being. 

P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained 

servant of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead 

and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins in the 

name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

  



INTROIT Psalm 147:8–11; antiphon: v. 7 

 
Antiphon: 

Sing to the Lord with thanks- | giving;* 

make melody to our God | on the lyre! 

Psalm: 

He covers the heavens with clouds; he prepares rain | for the earth;* 

he makes grass grow | on the hills. 

He gives to the | beasts their food,* 

and to the young ravens | that cry. 

His delight is not in the strength | of the horse,* 

nor his pleasure in the legs | of a man, 

but the Lord takes pleasure in those who | fear him,* 

in those who hope in his | steadfast love. 

 

 

KYRIE  

 

 
  



GLORIA IN EXCELSIS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY 

 

 

 

P Almighty and merciful God, it is by Your grace that we live as Your people who 

offer acceptable service. Grant that we may walk by faith, and not by sight, in the 

way that leads to eternal life; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives 

and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 

+GOD SPEAKS TO US IN HIS WORD+ 
OLD TESTAMENT Genesis 15:1–6 

[The Lord promises Abraham many descendants.]
1After these things the word of the Lord came 

to Abram in a vision: “Fear not, Abram, I am your 

shield; your reward shall be very great.” 2But 

Abram said, “O Lord God, what will you give me, 

for I continue childless, and the heir of my house 

is Eliezer of Damascus?” 3And Abram said, 

“Behold, you have given me no offspring, and a 

member of my household will be my heir.” 4And 

behold, the word of the Lord came to him: “This 

man shall not be your heir; your very own son 

shall be your heir.” 5And he brought him outside 

and said, “Look toward heaven, and number the 

stars, if you are able to number them.” Then he 

said to him, “So shall your offspring be.” 6And he 

believed the Lord, and he counted it to him as 

righteousness. 

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God.



GRADUAL sung responsively Psalm 34:9, 19, 

 
Fear the LORD,| you his saints, 

for those who fear him lack | nothing! 

Many are the afflictions of the | righteous, 

but the LORD delivers him out | of them all. 

EPISTLE Hebrews 11:1–16 
[The faith of Abraham and others]

1Now faith is the assurance of things hoped 

for, the conviction of things not seen. 2For by it the 

people of old received their commendation. 3By 

faith we understand that the universe was created 

by the word of God, so that what is seen was not 

made out of things that are visible. 
4By faith Abel offered to God a more 

acceptable sacrifice than Cain, through which he 

was commended as righteous, God commending 

him by accepting his gifts. And through his faith, 

though he died, he still speaks. 5By faith Enoch 

was taken up so that he should not see death, and 

he was not found, because God had taken him. 

Now before he was taken he was commended as 

having pleased God. 6And without faith it is 

impossible to please him, for whoever would 

draw near to God must believe that he exists and 

that he rewards those who seek him. 7By faith 

Noah, being warned by God concerning events as 

yet unseen, in reverent fear constructed an ark for 

the saving of his household. By this he condemned 

the world and became an heir of the righteousness 

that comes by faith. 
8By faith Abraham obeyed when he was 

called to go out to a place that he was to receive as 

an inheritance. And he went out, not knowing 

where he was going. 9By faith he went to live in 

the land of promise, as in a foreign land, living in 

tents with Isaac and Jacob, heirs with him of the 

same promise. 10For he was looking forward to the 

city that has foundations, whose designer and 

builder is God. 11By faith Sarah herself received 

power to conceive, even when she was past the 

age, since she considered him faithful who had 

promised. 12Therefore from one man, and him as 

good as dead, were born descendants as many as 

the stars of heaven and as many as the 

innumerable grains of sand by the seashore. 
13These all died in faith, not having received 

the things promised, but having seen them and 

greeted them from afar, and having 

acknowledged that they were strangers and exiles 

on the earth. 14For people who speak thus make it 

clear that they are seeking a homeland. 15If they 

had been thinking of that land from which they 

had gone out, they would have had opportunity 

to return. 16But as it is, they desire a better country, 

that is, a heavenly one. Therefore God is not 

ashamed to be called their God, for he has 

prepared for them a city. 

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

  



Stand 

ALLELUIA 

 

VERSE OF THE DAY Luke 12:32 

 
Fear not, | little flock, 

 for it is your Father’s good pleasure to give you the | kingdom. 

Alleluia (repeated) 

HOLY GOSPEL Luke 12:22–34 

[“It is your Father’s good pleasure to give you the kingdom.”] 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the 12th chapter. 

C Glory be to You, O Lord. 
 

22[Jesus] said to his disciples, “Therefore I tell 

you, do not be anxious about your life, what you 

will eat, nor about your body, what you will put 

on. 23For life is more than food, and the body more 

than clothing. 24Consider the ravens: they neither 

sow nor reap, they have neither storehouse nor 

barn, and yet God feeds them. Of how much more 

value are you than the birds! 25And which of you 

by being anxious can add a single hour to his span 

of life? 26If then you are not able to do as small a 

thing as that, why are you anxious about the rest? 
27Consider the lilies, how they grow: they neither 

toil nor spin, yet I tell you, even Solomon in all his 

glory was not arrayed like one of these. 28But if 

God so clothes the grass, which is alive in the field 

today, and tomorrow is thrown into the oven, how 

much more will he clothe you, O you of little faith! 
29And do not seek what you are to eat and what 

you are to drink, nor be worried. 30For all the 

nations of the world seek after these things, and 

your Father knows that you need them. 31Instead, 

seek his kingdom, and these things will be added 

to you. 
32“Fear not, little flock, for it is your Father’s 

good pleasure to give you the kingdom. 33Sell your 

possessions, and give to the needy. Provide 

yourselves with moneybags that do not grow old, 

with a treasure in the heavens that does not fail, 

where no thief approaches and no moth destroys. 
34For where your treasure is, there will your heart 

be also.” 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise be to You, O Christ

THE NICENE CREED (back of the hymnal) 

Sit 

HYMN OF THE DAY CONSIDER HOW THE BIRDS ABOVE LSB 736 



SERMON 

+GOD RECEIVES OUR PRAYERS & OFFERINGS+ 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Kneel/Stand 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH  

Sit 

OFFERING 

Stand 

OFFERTORY 

 

 

 

 

 

  



+GOD GIVES US A FORETASTE OF THE FEAST TO COME+ 

PREFACE 

 

 

  

  

  

  

PROPER PREFACE 

SANCTUS  

 

 

 

 



 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 

LORD'S PRAYER  

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

PAX DOMINI 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C Amen. 

AGNUS DEI  

 

 

 

 

 
Sit 

DISTRIBUTION OF HOLY COMMUNION 

DISTRIBUTION HYMN 

 SAINTS, SEE HOW THE CLOUDS OF WITNESSES LSB 667 

 IF THOU BUT TRUST IN GOD TO GUIDE THEE LSB 750 

 HAVE NO FEAR, LITTLE FLOCK LBS 735 



Stand 

DISMISSAL 

P The true body and precious blood of the Lord and Savior Jesus Christ strengthen 

you in body and soul to life everlasting. 

C Amen. 

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 

P O give thank unto the Lord for He is good. 

C And His mercy endures forever. 

P Let us pray. We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through 

this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us 

through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one another; through 

Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

+GOD BLESSES US AND SENDS US FORTH TO SERVE+ 

BENEDICAMUS AND BENEDICTION 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And with your spirit. 

P Bless we the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord life up His countenance upon you and T give you peace. 

C Amen. Amen. Amen. 

CLOSING HYMN WE ARE CALLED TO STAND TOGETHER LSB 828 

+TO GOD ALONE BE GLORY+ 


