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+IN THE NAME OF JESUS+ 

WELCOME to the Divine Service at Ascension of Christ! We pray that you will be richly blessed 

by God as you hear His Word, receive His gifts and worship Him with your prayer and praise! 

TO OUR GUESTS Welcome, we are glad that you have chosen to worship with us this morning. 

Please don’t hesitate to ask an usher or a greeter if you have any questions. Be sure to introduce 

yourself to our Pastor. We invite you to consider Ascension of Christ if you are looking for a church 

home. We gather every Sunday morning for Adult Bible Study at 9:00 am, the Divine Service at 10:15 

am.  

CHILDREN AT ASCENSION At Ascension, we want you to feel at home. First, please relax and 

enjoy your time here. Jesus knows that children tend to wiggle and squawk a bit, so please don’t 

feel embarrassed by it. Your children are welcome here! To make it easier on your family, please 

dare to sit closer to the front where your children can easily see what’s going on, note the colors, 

watch the pastors, wonder about those heads on the lectern, and embrace the action at the altar.  

What Jesus does here is for them, too! As we go through the Divine Service, encourage them to join 

in on their parts: Amen! Lord have mercy. And with your spirit. I believe! Our Father!  And please be 

sure to sing and pray your parts too! Children learn by following your lead. There are some busy 

bags in the back of the church for you and if you must take your children out of the church, please 

hurry back! 

THE LORD’S SUPPER IS JOYFULLY RECEIVED HERE TODAY At the altar, our Lord Jesus 

Christ delivers His true body and blood into our mouths.  His gift of body and blood given in, 

with, and under the bread and wine, bestows tremendous benefits.  His body and blood forgives 

our sins, strengthens our faith, binds us to the Lord, and unites us with each other.  In this is life 

and salvation.  All members of The Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod have publicly confessed this 

sacred gift and its blessings and so are encouraged to commune. When you have examined yourself 

according to Christ’s bidding (1 Corinthians 11:28), come to His Supper rejoicing, just as Jesus asks, 

knowing that our Lord meets you at His altar with joy.  If you are a guest and would like to learn 

more about the practice of the Lord’s Supper at Ascension of Christ, or if you are uncertain about 

whether you should receive the Lord’s Supper, please speak with Pastor Grams before communing 

for the first time. 

THE LITURGY FOR THE THIRD SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST Rebellious generations reject 

the prophets! Why do these servants of the Lord not simply languish and give up? God’s whisper 

repeatedly urges Elijah to continue prophesying. Jesus, the ultimate Prophet, tirelessly strives to 

prophesy divine judgment, justice and grace. He dares not camouflage the cost of true discipleship. 

Rejection is sure to season the life of faithful people. Yet we have an encourager. The Holy Spirit 

curbs the behaviors of our flesh and enable us to persevere with His good gifts. 
  



+GOD GATHERS US BEFORE HIS HOLY PRESENCE+ 
Please note the  symbol is used to indicate a sung response. 

PRELUDE 

Please stand at the sound of the chimes 

OPENING HYMN GOD HIMSELF IS PRESENT LSB 907 

INVOCATION 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

EXHORTATION 

P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto 

God our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us 

forgiveness. 

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 

P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 

C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 

 

Kneel/Stand 

CONFESSION & ABSOLUTION 

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 

P O almighty God, merciful Father, 

C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with 

which I have ever offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal 

punishment. But I am heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and 

I pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter 

sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and 

merciful to me, a poor, sinful being. 

P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained 

servant of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead 

and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins in the 

name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

  



INTROIT sung by the Cantor Psalm 85:8–10, 13; antiphon: v. 7 

  
Antiphon: 

Show us your steadfast love, | O LORD,* 

 and grant us your sal- | vation. 

Psalm: 

Let me hear what God the | LORD will speak,* 

 for he will speak peace to his people, to his saints; 

  but let them not turn back to | folly. 

Surely his salvation is near to those who | fear him,* 

 that glory may dwell | in our land. 

Steadfast love and faith- | fulness meet;* 

 righteousness and peace kiss each | other. 

Righteousness will go be- | fore him* 

 and make his foot- | steps a way. 

 

 

KYRIE  

 

 

GLORIA IN EXCELSIS 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And with your spirit.  

P Let us pray. Lord of all power and might, author and giver of all good things, graft 

into our hearts the love of Your name and nourish us with all goodness that we 

may love and serve our neighbor; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who 

lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

+GOD SPEAKS TO US IN HIS WORD+ 

OLD TESTAMENT 1 Kings 19:9-21 

[Elisha becomes Elijah’s assistant]
Behold, the word of the Lord came to 

[Elijah], and he said to him, “What are you 

doing here, Elijah?” 10He said, “I have been 

very jealous for the Lord, the God of hosts. 

For the people of Israel have forsaken your 

covenant, thrown down your altars, and 

killed your prophets with the sword, and I, 

even I only, am left, and they seek my life, to 

take it away.” 11And he said, “Go out and 

stand on the mount before the Lord.” And 

behold, the Lord passed by, and a great and 

strong wind tore the mountains and broke in 

pieces the rocks before the Lord, but the Lord 

was not in the wind. And after the wind an 

earthquake, but the Lord was not in the 

earthquake. 12And after the earthquake a fire, 

but the Lord was not in the fire. And after the 

fire the sound of a low whisper. 13And when 

Elijah heard it, he wrapped his face in his 

cloak and went out and stood at the entrance 

of the cave. And behold, there came a voice 

to him and said, “What are you doing here, 

Elijah?” 14He said, “I have been very jealous 

for the Lord, the God of hosts. For the people 

of Israel have forsaken your covenant, 

thrown down your altars, and killed your 

prophets with the sword, and I, even I only, 

am left, and they seek my life, to take it 

away.” 15And the Lord said to him, “Go, 

return on your way to the wilderness of 

Damascus. And when you arrive, you shall 

anoint Hazael to be king over Syria. 16And 

Jehu the son of Nimshi you shall anoint to be 

king over Israel, and Elisha the son of 

Shaphat of Abel-meholah you shall anoint to 

be prophet in your place. 17And the one who 

escapes from the sword of Hazael shall Jehu 

put to death, and the one who escapes from 

the sword of Jehu shall Elisha put to death. 
18Yet I will leave seven thousand in Israel, all 

the knees that have not bowed to Baal, and 

every mouth that has not kissed him.” 19So he 

departed from there and found Elisha the son 

of Shaphat, who was plowing with twelve 

yoke of oxen in front of him, and he was with 

the twelfth. Elijah passed by him and cast his 

cloak upon him. 20And he left the oxen and 

ran after Elijah and said, “Let me kiss my 

father and my mother, and then I will follow 

you.” And he said to him, “Go back again, for 

what have I done to you?” 21And he returned 

from following him and took the yoke of 



oxen and sacrificed them and boiled their 

flesh with the yokes of the oxen and gave it 

to the people, and they ate. Then he arose and 

went after Elijah and assisted him 

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God.

GRADUAL sung responsively Romans 10:15b, 18b; Isaiah 52:7b, alt. 

How beautiful are the feet of those who preach the | good news,* 

 who publish peace and bring good news of sal- | vation. 

Their voice has gone out to | all the earth,* 

 and their words to the ends | of the world. 

EPISTLE Galatians 5:1, 13–25 

[“You are no longer a slave, but a son.”]
1For freedom Christ has set us free; stand 

firm therefore, and do not submit again to a 

yoke of slavery. . . .13For you were called to 

freedom, brothers. Only do not use your 

freedom as an opportunity for the flesh, but 

through love serve one another. 14For the 

whole law is fulfilled in one word: “You shall 

love your neighbor as yourself.” 15But if you 

bite and devour one another, watch out that 

you are not consumed by one another. 16But I 

say, walk by the Spirit, and you will not 

gratify the desires of the flesh. 17For the 

desires of the flesh are against the Spirit, and 

the desires of the Spirit are against the flesh, 

for these are opposed to each other, to keep 

you from doing the things you want to do. 
18But if you are led by the Spirit, you are not 

under the law. 19Now the works of the flesh 

are evident: sexual immorality, impurity, 

sensuality, 20idolatry, sorcery, enmity, strife, 

jealousy, fits of anger, rivalries, dissensions, 

divisions, 21envy, drunkenness, orgies, and 

things like these. I warn you, as I warned you 

before, that those who do such things will not 

inherit the kingdom of God. 22But the fruit of 

the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, 

kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 
23gentleness, self-control; against such things 

there is no law. 24And those who belong to 

Christ Jesus have crucified the flesh with its 

passions and desires. 25If we live by the Spirit, 

let us also walk by the Spirit. 

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

Stand 

ALLELUIA 

 

 



VERSE OF THE DAY Luke 9:51 

When the days drew near for him to be |taken up,  

he set his face to go to Jeru- |salem.  

Alleluia (repeated) 

HOLY GOSPEL Luke 9:51-62 

[Some reject Jesus; others follow him.] 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the 9th chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 
 

51When the days drew near for [Jesus] to 

be taken up, he set his face to go to Jerusalem. 
52And he sent messengers ahead of him, who 

went and entered a village of the Samaritans, 

to make preparations for him. 53But the 

people did not receive him, because his face 

was set toward Jerusalem. 54And when his 

disciples James and John saw it, they said, 

“Lord, do you want us to tell fire to come 

down from heaven and consume them?” 
55But he turned and rebuked them. 56And 

they went on to another village. 57As they 

were going along the road, someone said to 

him, “I will follow you wherever you go.” 
58And Jesus said to him, “Foxes have holes, 

and birds of the air have nests, but the Son of 

Man has nowhere to lay his head.” 59To 

another he said, “Follow me.” But he said, 

“Lord, let me first go and bury my father.” 
60And Jesus said to him, “Leave the dead to 

bury their own dead. But as for you, go and 

proclaim the kingdom of God.” 61Yet another 

said, “I will follow you, Lord, but let me first 

say farewell to those at my home.” 62Jesus 

said to him, “No one who puts his hand to 

the plow and looks back is fit for the 

kingdom of God.” 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ

THE NICENE CREED (back of the hymnal) 

Sit 

HYMN OF THE DAY SAINTS, SEE THE CLOUD OF WITNESSES LSB 667 

SERMON 

+GOD RECEIVES OUR PRAYERS & OFFERINGS+ 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Kneel/Stand 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH  

Sit 

OFFERING 



Stand 

OFFERTORY 

 

 

 

 

 

+GOD GIVES US A FORETASTE OF THE FEAST TO COME+ 

PREFACE 

 

 

  

  



  

  

PROPER PREFACE 

SANCTUS  

 

 

 

 

 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 

Blessed are You, O Lord our God, king of all creation, for You have had mercy on us and given 

Your only-begotten Son that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have eternal life.  

In Your righteous judgment You condemned the sin of Adam and Eve, who ate the forbidden 

fruit, and You justly barred them and all their children from the tree of life. Yet, in Your great 

mercy, You promised salvation by a second Adam, Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord, and made 

His cross a life-giving tree for all who trust in Him. We give You thanks for the redemption 

You have prepared for us through Jesus Christ. Grant us Your Holy Spirit that we may 

faithfully eat and drink of the fruits of His cross and receive the blessings of forgiveness, life, 

and salvation that come to us in His body and blood. Hear us as we pray in His name… 



LORD'S PRAYER  

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

PAX DOMINI  

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C Amen. 

AGNUS DEI  

 

 

 

 

 

Sit 

DISTRIBUTION OF HOLY COMMUNION 

DISTRIBUTION HYMN I COME, O SAVIOR, TO THY TABLE LSB 618 

 “COME, FOLLOW ME,” THE SAVIOR SPAKE LSB 688 

 GOD OF THE PROPHETS, BLESS THE PROPHET’S SONS LSB 682 

 WHAT IS THIS BREAD LBS 629 

 

 

 



Stand 

DISMISSAL 

P The true body and precious blood of the Lord and Savior Jesus Christ strengthen 

you in body and soul to life everlasting. 

C Amen. 

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 

P O give thank unto the Lord for He is good. 

C And His mercy endures forever. 

P Let us pray. We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through 

this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us 

through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one another; through 

Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

+GOD BLESSES US AND SENDS US FORTH TO SERVE+ 

BENEDICAMUS AND BENEDICTION 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And with your spirit. 

P Bless we the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord life up His countenance upon you and T give you peace. 

C Amen. Amen. Amen. 

CLOSING HYMN ALMIGHTY FATHER, BLESS THE WORD LSB 923 

 

+TO GOD ALONE BE GLORY+ 


