Ascension of Christ Lutheran Church
16935 W. 14 Mile Road, Beverly Hills, Michigan 48025
Phone: 248.644.8890 Web: www.ascensionofchrist.org
The Reverend Daniel E. Grams, Pastor
The Reverend Larry K. Loree, Jr., Associate Pastor
A member congregation of The English District of
The Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod

The Baptism of Our Lord
Sunday, January 9th A.D. 2022

+IN THE NAME OF JESUS+
WELCOME to the Divine Service at Ascension of Christ! We pray that you will be richly blessed
by God as you hear His Word, receive His gifts and worship Him with your prayer and praise!
TO OUR GUESTS Welcome, we are glad that you have chosen to worship with us this morning.
Please don’t hesitate to ask an usher or a greeter if you have any questions. Be sure to introduce
yourself to our Pastor. We invite you to consider Ascension of Christ if you are looking for a church
home. We gather every Sunday morning for Christian Education Hour at 9:00 am followed by the
Divine Service at 10:15 am.
CHILDREN AT ASCENSION At Ascension, we want you to feel at home. First, please relax and
enjoy your time here. Jesus knows that children tend to wiggle and squawk a bit, so please don’t
feel embarrassed by it. Your children are welcome here! To make it easier on your family, please
dare to sit closer to the front where your children can easily see what’s going on, note the colors,
watch the pastors, wonder about those heads on the lectern, and embrace the action at the altar.
What Jesus does here is for them, too! As we go through the Divine Service, encourage them to join
in on their parts: Amen! Lord have mercy. And with your spirit. I believe! Our Father! And please be
sure to sing and pray your parts too! Children learn by following your lead. There are some busy
bags in the back of the church for you and if you must take your children out of the church, please
hurry back!
THE LORD’S SUPPER IS JOYFULLY RECEIVED HERE TODAY At the altar, our Lord Jesus
Christ delivers His true body and blood into our mouths. His gift of body and blood given in,
with, and under the bread and wine, bestows tremendous benefits. His body and blood forgives
our sins, strengthens our faith, binds us to the Lord, and unites us with each other. In this is life
and salvation. All members of The Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod have publicly confessed this
sacred gift and its blessings and so are encouraged to commune. When you have examined yourself
according to Christ’s bidding (1 Corinthians 11:28), come to His Supper rejoicing, just as Jesus asks,
knowing that our Lord meets you at His altar with joy. If you are a guest and would like to learn
more about the practice of the Lord’s Supper at Ascension of Christ, or if you are uncertain about
whether you should receive the Lord’s Supper, please speak with Pastor Grams before communing
for the first time.
THE LITURGY FOR THE BAPTISM OF OUR LORD Baptism in Christ carefully balances the
terror of death and the exhalation of resurrection. Sin is dismantled, disarmed, and destroyed. The
sinner, engrafted now to Christ, becomes a new creation, baptized and resurrected like Jesus, alive
to God and claimed by Him forever. The realm of death cannot possess the life of a believer. John
boldly engages in this ministry of proclamation and divine action. Even Jesus submits to Baptism,
receiving the declaration of His Father, “You are My beloved Son.”

+GOD GATHERS US BEFORE HIS HOLY PRESENCE+
Please note the

symbol is used to indicate a sung response.

PRELUDE
Please stand at the sound of the chimes
OPENING HYMN
OF THE FATHER’S LOVE BEGOTTEN

LSB 384

+GOD GATHERS US BEFORE HIS HOLY PRESENCE+
INVOCATION
P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.
EXHORTATION
P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto
God our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us
forgiveness.
P Our help is in the name of the Lord,
C who made heaven and earth.
P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord,
C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin.
Kneel/Stand Silence for reflection on God's Word and for self-examination.

CONFESSION OF SINS
P O almighty God, merciful Father,
C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with
which I have ever offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal
punishment. But I am heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and
I pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter
sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and
merciful to me, a poor, sinful being.
ABSOLUTION
P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained
servant of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead
and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins in the
name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.

INTROIT

Psalm 2:7–11, 12c; antiphon: Isaiah 42:1a

Antiphon
Behold my servant, whom | I uphold,*
my chosen, in whom my | soul delights.
Psalm
I will tell of | the decree:*
The Lord said to me, “You are my Son; today I have be- | gotten you.
Ask of me, and I will make the nations your | heritage,*
and the ends of the earth your pos- | session.
You shall break them with a | rod of iron*
and dash them in pieces like a potter’s | vessel.”
Now therefore, O | kings, be wise;*
be warned, O rulers | of the earth.
Serve the | Lord with fear,*
and rejoice with | trembling,
for his wrath is quickly | kindled.*
Blessèd are all who take ref- | uge in him.
Gloria Patri
Glory be to the Father and | to the Son*
and to the Holy | Spirit;
as it was in the be- | ginning,*
is now, and will be forever. | Amen.
Antiphon
Behold my servant, whom | I uphold,*
my chosen, in whom my | soul delights.
KYRIE

GLORIA IN EXCELSIS

COLLECT OF THE DAY
P The Lord be with you.
C
And with your spirit.
P Let us pray. Father in heaven, at the Baptism of Jesus in the Jordan River You
proclaimed Him Your beloved Son and anointed Him with the Holy Spirit. Make
all who are baptized in His name faithful in their calling as Your children and
inheritors with Him of everlasting life; through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord,
who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C
Amen.

+GOD SPEAKS TO US IN HIS WORD+
OLD TESTAMENT

Isaiah 43:1-7
[“Fear not, for I have redeemed you.”]

But now thus says the Lord, he who created
you, O Jacob, he who formed you, O Israel: “Fear
not, for I have redeemed you; I have called you
by name, you are mine. 2When you pass through
the waters, I will be with you; and through the
rivers, they shall not overwhelm you; when you
walk through fire you shall not be burned, and
the flame shall not consume you. 3For I am the
Lord your God, the Holy One of Israel, your
Savior. I give Egypt as your ransom, Cush and
Seba in exchange for you. 4Because you are
precious in my eyes, and honored, and I love you,
1

I give men in return for you, peoples in exchange
for your life. 5Fear not, for I am with you; I will
bring your offspring from the east, and from the
west I will gather you. 6I will say to the north,
Give up, and to the south, Do not withhold;
bring my sons from afar and my daughters from
the end of the earth, 7everyone who is called by
my name, whom I created for my glory, whom I
formed and made.”

P
C

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

GRADUAL

Praise the LORD, all | nations!*
Extol him, all | peoples!
For great is his steadfast | love toward us,*
and the faithfulness of the LORD endures for- | ever.

Psalm 117:1–2a; 96:8

Ascribe to the LORD the glory | due his name;*
bring an offering, and come in- | to his courts!
EPISTLE

Romans 6: 1-11
[We are united with Christ in His death and resurrection in Baptism]

1What shall we say then? Are we to continue
in sin that grace may abound? 2By no means! How
can we who died to sin still live in it? 3Do you not
know that all of us who have been baptized into
Christ Jesus were baptized into his death? 4We
were buried therefore with him by baptism into
death, in order that, just as Christ was raised from
the dead by the glory of the Father, we too might
walk in newness of life. 5For if we have been
united with him in a death like his, we shall
certainly be united with him in a resurrection like
his. 6We know that our old self was crucified with
him in order that the body of sin might be brought

to nothing, so that we would no longer be
enslaved to sin. 7For one who has died has been
set free from sin. 8Now if we have died with
Christ, we believe that we will also live with him.
9We know that Christ being raised from the dead
will never die again; death no longer has
dominion over him. 10For the death he died he
died to sin, once for all, but the life he lives he lives
to God. 11So you also must consider yourselves
dead to sin and alive to God in Christ Jesus.

P
C

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Stand
ALLELUIA & VERSE

You are my be-loved Son|
with you I am | well pleased.
Alleluia (repeated)

HOLY GOSPEL
P
C

[John baptizes Jesus in the Jordan[]]
The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the 3rd chapter.
Glory be to You, O Lord.

As the people were in expectation, and all
were questioning in their hearts concerning John,
whether he might be the Christ, 16John answered
them all, saying, “I baptize you with water, but he
who is mightier than I is coming, the strap of
whose sandals I am not worthy to untie. He will
baptize you with the Holy Spirit and with fire.
17His winnowing fork is in his hand, to clear his
15

Luke 3: 15-22

threshing floor and to gather the wheat into his
barn, but the chaff he will burn with
unquenchable fire.” 18So with many other
exhortations he preached good news to the
people. 19But Herod the tetrarch, who had been
reproved by him for Herodias, his brother’s wife,
and for all the evil things that Herod had done,
20added this to them all, that he locked up John in

prison. 21Now when all the people were baptized,
and when Jesus also had been baptized and was
praying, the heavens were opened, 22and the Holy
Spirit descended on him in bodily form, like a
dove; and a voice came from heaven, “You are my

beloved Son; with you I am well pleased.”

P
C

This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise be to You, O Christ.

NICENE CREED
Sit
HYMN OF THE DAY

(Back of the hymn)
TO JORDAN’S RIVER CAME OUR LORD

LSB 405

SERMON

+GOD RECEIVES OUR PRAYERS AND OFFERINGS+
ANNOUNCEMENTS
Kneel/Stand
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
OFFERING
OFFERTORY

+GOD GIVES US A FORETASTE OF THE FEAST TO COME+
PREFACE

PROPER PREFACE
SANCTUS

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING
LORD’S PRAYER chanted by the celebrant

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD
PAX DOMINI
P The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C
Amen.
AGNUS DEI

Sit

DISTRIBUTION OF HOLY COMMUNION
DISTRIBUTION HYMN
BAPTIZED INTO YOUR NAME MOST HOLY
LSB 590
THE STAR PROCLAIMS THE KING IS HERE
LSB 399
JESUS, ONCE WITH SINNERS NUMBERED
LSB 404
Stand
DISMISSAL
P The true body and precious blood of the Lord and Savior Jesus Christ strengthen
you in body and soul to life everlasting. Depart in peace.
C Amen.
NUNC DIMITTIS

THANKSGIVING AND POST COMMUNION PRAYER
P O give thanks unto the Lord, for He is good,
C
and His mercy endures forever.
P Let us pray. O God the Father, the fountain and source of all goodness, who in
loving-kindness sent Your only-begotten Son into the flesh, we thank You that for
His sake You have given us pardon and peace in this Sacrament, and we ask You
not to forsake Your children but always to rule our hearts and minds by Your Holy
Spirit that we may be enabled constantly to serve You; through Jesus Christ, Your
Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and forever.
C
Amen.

+GOD BLESSES US AND SENDS US FORTH TO SERVE+
SALUTATION AND BENEDICAMUS
P The Lord be with you.
C
And with your spirit.
P Bless we the Lord.
C
Thanks be to God.
BENEDICTION

P

The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord lift His countenance upon you and T give you peace.
C
Amen. Amen. Amen
CLOSING HYMN

MARK HOW THE LAMB OF GOD’S SELF-OFFERING

+GLORY BE TO GOD ALONE+

LSB 600

