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+IN THE NAME OF JESUS+ 
WELCOME to the Divine Service at Ascension of Christ! We pray that you will be richly blessed 

by God as you hear His Word, receive His gifts and worship Him with your prayer and praise! 

TO OUR GUESTS Welcome, we are glad that you have chosen to worship with us this morning. 

Please don’t hesitate to ask an usher or a greeter if you have any questions. Be sure to introduce 

yourself to our Pastor. We invite you to consider Ascension of Christ if you are looking for a church 

home. We gather every Sunday morning for Adult Bible Study at 9:00 am, the Divine Service at 

10:15 am, and Fellowship, Adult Study and Sunday School after church.  

CHILDREN AT ASCENSION At Ascension, we want you to feel at home. First, please relax and 

enjoy your time here. Jesus knows that children tend to wiggle and squawk a bit, so please don’t 

feel embarrassed by it. Your children are welcome here! To make it easier on your family, please 

dare to sit closer to the front where your children can easily see what’s going on, note the colors, 

watch the pastors, wonder about those heads on the lectern, and embrace the action at the altar.  

What Jesus does here is for them, too! As we go through the Divine Service, encourage them to join 

in on their parts: Amen! Lord have mercy. And with your spirit. I believe! Our Father!  And please be 

sure to sing and pray your parts too!  Children learn by following your lead. There are some busy 

bags in the back of the church for you and if you must take your children out of the church, please 

hurry back! 

THE LORD’S SUPPER IS JOYFULLY RECEIVED HERE TODAY At the altar, our Lord Jesus 

Christ delivers His true body and blood into our mouths. His gift of body and blood given in, with, 

and under the bread and wine, bestows tremendous benefits.  His body and blood forgives our 

sins, strengthens our faith, binds us to the Lord, and unites us with each other.  In this is life and 

salvation.  All members of The Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod have publicly confessed this 

sacred gift and its blessings and so are encouraged to commune. When you have examined yourself 

according to Christ’s bidding (1 Corinthians 11:28), come to His Supper rejoicing, just as Jesus asks, 

knowing that our Lord meets you at His altar with joy.  If you are a guest and would like to learn 

more about the practice of the Lord’s Supper at Ascension of Christ, or if you are uncertain about 

whether you should receive the Lord’s Supper, please speak with Pastor Grams before communing 

for the first time. 

THE LITURGY FOR THE FIRST SUNDAY IN ADVENT Behold, the Messiah comes to fulfill the 

Law and the Prophets, and it shall be proclaimed in all of Jerusalem: “This is the prophet Jesus!” 

From Mount Sinai to Calvary, the Lord reveals His edicts, His decrees, and Jesus in the very 

fulfillment of them all. Christ is faithful in the midst of faithlessness; humble in the midst of 

arrogance. He alone is the rightful Prophet, Priest and King. Hosanna in the highest! 



+GOD GATHERS US BEFORE HIS HOLY PRESENCE+ 
Please note the  symbol is used to indicate a sung response. 

PRELUDE 

+BLESSING OF THE ADVENT WREATH+ 
Please stand at the sound of the chimes 

INVOCATION 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

ADDRESS 

P Beloved in the Lord, as we begin the season of Advent, let this wreath remind us 

that Jesus Christ came to conquer the darkness of sin and to lead us into the light 

of His glorious kingdom. As the prophet Isaiah says, “The people who walked in 

darkness have seen a great light; those who dwelt in a land of deep darkness, on 

them has light shined.” 

VERSICLES 

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 

SALUTATION & COLLECT 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And with your spirit. 

P Let us pray. O Lord Jesus Christ, the true light who comes into the world to 

enlighten all people, bless us as we light the candles of this wreath in preparation 

for Your coming, and enkindle in our hearts the fire of Your love that we may 

receive You with joy and gladness and evermore remain steadfast in the faith; for 

You live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

BLESSING OF THE ADVENT WREATH 

P The Lord Almighty, the Father, the T Son, and the Holy Spirit, bless this wreath 

for use in His Church throughout this holy season of Advent. 

C Amen. 

HYMN O LORD, HOW SHALL I MEET YOU LSB 334 

  



EXHORTATION 

P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 

C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins 

and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

Kneel/Stand Silent reflection upon God’s Word 

CONFESSION OF SINS 

P Almighty God, our maker and redeemer, we poor sinners confess unto You that 

we are by nature sinful and unclean and that we have sinned against You by 

thought, word, and deed. Wherefore we flee for refuge to Your infinite mercy, 

seeking and imploring Your grace for the sake of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

C O most merciful God, who has given Your only-begotten Son to die for us, have 

mercy upon us and for His sake grant us remission of all our sins; and by Your 

Holy Spirit increase in us true knowledge of You and of Your will and true 

obedience to Your Word, to the end that by Your grace we may come to 

everlasting life; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 

DECLARATION OF GRACE 

P In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for His 

sake God forgives us all our sins. To those who believe in Jesus Christ He gives the 

power to become the children of God and bestows on them the Holy Spirit. May 

the Lord, who has begun this good work in us, bring it to completion in the day of 

our Lord Jesus Christ. 

C Amen. 

INTROIT Psalm 118:25–28; antiphon: Zechariah 9:9b, alt. 

 
Antiphon 

Behold, your king is com- | ing to you;* 

righteous and having sal- | vation. 

Psalm 

Save us, we pray, | O Lord!* 

O Lord, we pray, give | us success! 

Blessèd is he who comes in the name | of the Lord!* 

We bless you from the house | of the Lord. 

  



The Lord is God, and he has made his light to shine up- | on us.* 

Bind the festal sacrifice with cords, up to the horns of the | altar! 

You are my God, and I will give | thanks to you;* 

you are my God; I will ex- | tol you. 

Gloria Patri 

Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* 

and to the Holy | Spirit; 

as it was in the be- | ginning,* 

is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 

Antiphon 

Behold, your king is com- | ing to you;* 

righteous and having sal- | vation. 
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SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And with your spirit.  

P Let us pray. Stir up Your power, O Lord, and come, that by Your protection we 

may be rescued from the threatening perils of our sins and saved by Your mighty 

deliverance; for You live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, 

now and forever. 

C Amen. 

Sit 

+GOD SPEAKS TO US IN HIS WORD+ 

OLD TESTAMENT Isaiah 2:1–5 

[“They shall beat their swords into plowshares.”]
1The word that Isaiah the son of Amoz 

saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem.2It 

shall come to pass in the latter days that the 

mountain of the house of the Lord shall be 

established as the highest of the 

mountains, and shall be lifted up above the 

hills; and all the nations shall flow to it, 

3and many peoples shall come, and say: 

“Come, let us go up to the mountain of the 

Lord, to the house of the God of Jacob, that 

he may teach us his ways and that we may 

walk in his paths.” For out of Zion shall go 

the law, and the word of the Lord from 

Jerusalem. 4He shall judge between the 



nations, and shall decide disputes for 

many peoples; and they shall beat their 

swords into plowshares, and their spears 

into pruning hooks; nation shall not lift up 

sword against nation, neither shall they 

learn war anymore. 5O house of Jacob, 

come, let us walk in the light of the Lord. 

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

HANDBELL CHOIR Come, O Long Expected Jesus  

EPISTLE Romans 13:8–14 

[The hour has come to wake from slumber. The night is nearly over.]
8Owe no one anything, except to love 

each other, for the one who loves another 

has fulfilled the law. 9The commandments, 

“You shall not commit adultery, You shall 

not murder, You shall not steal, You shall 

not covet,” and any other commandment, 

are summed up in this word: “You shall 

love your neighbor as yourself.” 10Love 

does no wrong to a neighbor; therefore 

love is the fulfilling of the law. 11Besides 

this you know the time, that the hour has 

come for you to wake from sleep. For 

salvation is nearer to us now than when we 

first believed. 12The night is far gone; the 

day is at hand. So then let us cast off the 

works of darkness and put on the armor of 

light. 13Let us walk properly as in the 

daytime, not in orgies and drunkenness, 

not in sexual immorality and sensuality, 

not in quarreling and jealousy. 14But put on 

the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no 

provision for the flesh, to gratify its desires. 

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God.

Stand 

ALLELUIA AND VERSE Psalm 24:7 

 
Alleluia. Lift up your heads, O gates! And be lifted up, O | ancient doors,  

that the King of glory may come in. Allel- |uia. 

HOLY GOSPEL Matthew 21:1-11 

[Watch, therefore, because you do not know the day.] 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 21st  chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 

  1Now when they drew near to 

Jerusalem and came to Bethphage, to the 

Mount of Olives, then Jesus sent two 

disciples, 2saying to them, “Go into the 

village in front of you, and immediately 

you will find a donkey tied, and a colt with 

her. Untie them and bring them to me. 3If 

anyone says anything to you, you shall say, 



‘The Lord needs them,’ and he will send 

them at once.” 4This took place to fulfill 

what was spoken by the prophet, saying, 
5“Say to the daughter of Zion, ‘Behold, 

your king is coming to you, humble, and 

mounted on a donkey, and on a colt, the 

foal of a beast of burden.’” 6The disciples 

went and did as Jesus had directed them. 
7They brought the donkey and the colt and 

put on them their cloaks, and he sat on 

them. 8Most of the crowd spread their 

cloaks on the road, and others cut branches 

from the trees and spread them on the 

road. 9And the crowds that went before 

him and that followed him were shouting, 

“Hosanna to the Son of David! Blessed is 

he who comes in the name of the Lord! 

Hosanna in the highest!” 10And when he 

entered Jerusalem, the whole city was 

stirred up, saying, “Who is this?” 11And the 

crowds said, “This is the prophet Jesus, 

from Nazareth of Galilee.” 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ.

APOSTLES’ CREED (Back Cover of Hymnal) 

Sit 

HYMN OF THE DAY SAVIOR OF THE NATIONS, COME! LSB 332 

SERMON 

+GOD RECEIVES OUR PRAYERS & OFFERINGS+ 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Kneel/Stand 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

Sit 

OFFERING 

Stand 

OFFERTORY 

 

 



 

 

 

 

+GOD GIVES US A FORETASTE OF THE FEAST TO COME+ 

PREFACE  

 

 

 C     And with your spirit. 

 

 

 

 

PROPER PREFACE 



SANCTUS  

 

 

 

 

 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 

LORD'S PRAYER  

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD 

PAX DOMINI  

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C Amen. 

AGNUS DEI 

 

 

 



 

 

Sit 

DISTRIBUTION OF HOLY COMMUNION 

DISTRIBUTION HYMNS 

 WAKE, AWAKE, FOR NIGHT IS FLYING LSB 516 

 O BRIDE OF CHRIST. REJOICE LSB 335 

 LIFT UP YOUR HEADS, YE MIGHTY GATES LSB 340 

Stand 

THE DISMISSAL 

P The true body and precious blood of the Lord and Savior Jesus Christ strengthen 

you in body and soul to life everlasting.  Depart in peace. 

C Amen. 

 

NUNC DIMITTIS  

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

POST-COMMUNION COLLECT 

P Let us pray. We give you thanks to you almighty God, that You have fed us with 

the very body and blood of Your dear Son, Jesus Christ. We pray that through this 

salutary gift You would graciously strengthen us in faith toward You and fervent 

in love toward one another, so that we may be prepared when He comes again to 

be our Judge, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 

and forever.   

C Amen. 

 

+GOD BLESSES US AND SENDS US FORTH TO SERVE+ 
BENEDICTION  

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 

CLOSING HYMN THE ADVENT OF OUR KING LSB 331 

POSTLUDE 

 

+TO GOD ALONE BE GLORY+ 


