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+IN THE NAME OF JESUS+
WELCOME to the Divine Service at Ascension of Christ! We pray that you will be richly blessed
by God as you hear His Word, receive His gifts and worship Him with your prayer and praise!
TO OUR GUESTS Welcome, we are glad that you have chosen to worship with us this morning.
Please don’t hesitate to ask an usher or a greeter if you have any questions. Be sure to introduce
yourself to our Pastor. We invite you to consider Ascension of Christ if you are looking for a church
home. We gather every Sunday morning for The Christian Family Education Hour at 9:00 am followed
by the Divine Service at 10:15 am.
CHILDREN AT ASCENSION At Ascension, we want you to feel at home. First, please relax and
enjoy your time here. Jesus knows that children tend to wiggle and squawk a bit, so please don’t
feel embarrassed by it. Your children are welcome here! To make it easier on your family, please
dare to sit closer to the front where your children can easily see what’s going on, note the colors,
watch the pastors, wonder about those heads on the lectern, and embrace the action at the altar.
What Jesus does here is for them, too! As we go through the Divine Service, encourage them to join
in on their parts: Amen! Lord have mercy. And with your spirit. I believe! Our Father! And please be
sure to sing and pray your parts too! Children learn by following your lead. There are some busy
bags in the back of the church for you and if you must take your children out of the church, please
hurry back!
THE LORD’S SUPPER IS JOYFULLY RECEIVED HERE TODAY At the altar, our Lord Jesus
Christ delivers His true body and blood into our mouths. His gift of body and blood given in,
with, and under the bread and wine, bestows tremendous benefits. His body and blood forgives
our sins, strengthens our faith, binds us to the Lord, and unites us with each other. In this is life
and salvation. All members of The Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod have publicly confessed this
sacred gift and its blessings and so are encouraged to commune. When you have examined yourself
according to Christ’s bidding (1 Corinthians 11:28), come to His Supper rejoicing, just as Jesus asks,
knowing that our Lord meets you at His altar with joy. If you are a guest and would like to learn
more about the practice of the Lord’s Supper at Ascension of Christ, or if you are uncertain about
whether you should receive the Lord’s Supper, please speak with Pastor Grams before communing
for the first time.
THE LITURGY FOR THE LAST SUNDAY OF THE CHURCH YEAR The revelation of a new
heaven and earth will be dramatic in the tumultuous last days. But God’s salvation will prevail,
lasting forever, through the reign of the Alpha and Omega – Jesus Christ, our Lord. He alone will
judge with equity and truth, righteousness and grace. For this Last Day, we anticipate and watch,
ceaseless in prayer, kept in God’s love, waiting for the final revelation of God’s mercy. “Amen.
Come, Lord Jesus.”

+GOD GATHERS US BEFORE HIS HOLY PRESENCE+
Please note the

symbol is used to indicate a sung response.

PRELUDE
Please stand and face the processional cross at the sound of the chimes
PROCESSIONAL HYMN PRAISE, MY SOUL, THE KING OF HEAVEN

LSB 793

INVOCATION
P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.
EXHORTATION
P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.
C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins
and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.
Kneel/Stand

Silent reflection upon God’s Word

CONFESSION OF SINS
P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.
C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We
have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and
by what we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we
have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and
eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk
in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen.
ABSOLUTION
P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake
forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His
authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the
T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.

INTROIT

Psalm 39:4-5, 7-8,12 Antiphon 2 Peter 3:13

Antiphon
We are looking forward to a new heaven and a | new earth,*
the home of | righteousness.
Psalm
O LORD, make me know my end and what is the measure | of my days;*
let me know how fleeting | I am!
Behold, you have made my days a few | handbreadths,*
and my lifetime is as nothing be- | fore you.
And now, O Lord, for what | do I wait?*
My hope | is in you.
Deliver me from all my trans- | gressions.*
Do not make me the scorn | of the fool!
Hear my prayer, O LORD, and give ear | to my cry;*
hold not your peace | at my tears!
Glory be to the Father and | to the Son*
and to the Holy | Spirit;
as it was in the be- | ginning,*
is now, and will be forever. | Amen.
Antiphon
We are looking forward to a new heaven and a | new earth,*
the home of | righteousness.
KYRIE
P In peace let us pray to the Lord.
C
Lord, have mercy.
P For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord.
C
Lord, have mercy.
P For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God,
and for the unity of all let us pray to the Lord.
C
Lord, have mercy.
P For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise
let us pray to the Lord.
C
Lord, have mercy.

P
C

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.
Amen.

HYMN OF PRAISE

SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY
P The Lord be with you.
C
And with your spirit.
P Let us pray. Lord Jesus Christ, so govern our hearts and minds by Your Holy Spirit
that, ever mindful of Your glorious return, we may persevere in both faith and
holiness of living; for You live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever.
C
Amen.
Sit

+GOD SPEAKS TO US IN HIS WORD+
OLD TESTAMENT

Daniel 7:9-10, 13-14

[“The Ancient of days took his seat”]
As I looked, thrones were placed,
came one like a son of man, and he came
and the Ancient of days took his seat; his
to the Ancient of Days and was
clothing was white as snow, and the hair
presented before him. 14And to him was
of his head like pure wool; his throne was
given dominion and glory and a
fiery flames; its wheels were burning fire.
kingdom, that all peoples, nations, and
10A stream of fire issued and came out
languages should serve him; his
from before him; a thousand thousands
dominion is an everlasting dominion,
served him, and ten thousand times ten
which shall not pass away, and his
thousand stood before him; the court sat
kingdom one that shall not be destroyed.
in judgment, and the books were opened.
P This is the Word of the Lord.
...
C Thanks be to God.
13I saw in the night visions, and
behold, with the clouds of heaven there
9

CHOIR ANTHEM

Beautiful Savior

EPISTLE

Revelation 1:4-8

[“To the seven churches that are in Asia”]
John to the seven churches that are
and ever. Amen. 7Behold, he is coming
in Asia: Grace to you and peace from him
with the clouds, and every eye will see
who is and who was and who is to come,
him, even those who pierced him, and all
and from the seven spirits who are before
tribes of the earth will wail on account of
his throne, 5and from Jesus Christ the
him. Even so. Amen. 8“I am the Alpha
faithful witness, the firstborn of the dead,
and the Omega,” says the Lord God,
and the ruler of kings on earth. To him
“who is and who was and who is to
who loves us and has freed us from our
come, the Almighty.”
sins by his blood 6and made us a
P This is the Word of the Lord.
kingdom, priests to his God and Father,
C Thanks be to God.
to him be glory and dominion forever
4

Stand
ALLELUIA AND VERSE

HOLY GOSPEL

John 18:33-37

[“My kingdom is not of this world”]
P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the 18th chapter.
C Glory to You, O Lord.
33Pilate
entered his headquarters
have you done?” 36Jesus answered, “My
again and called Jesus and said to him,
kingdom is not of this world. If my
“Are you the King of the Jews?” 34Jesus
kingdom were of this world, my servants
answered, “Do you say this of your own
would have been fighting, that I might
accord, or did others say it to you about
not be delivered over to the Jews. But my
35
me?” Pilate answered, “Am I a Jew?
kingdom is not from the world.” 37Then
Your own nation and the chief priests
Pilate said to him, “So you are a king?”
have delivered you over to me. What
Jesus answered, “You say that I am a

king. For this purpose I was born and for
this purpose I have come into the
world—to bear witness to the truth.
Everyone who is of the truth listens to
NICENE CREED
Sit
HYMN OF THE DAY

my voice.”
P
C

This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.
(Back Cover of Hymnal)

LO! HE COMES WITH CLOUDS DESCENDING

SERMON

+GOD RECEIVES OUR PRAYERS & OFFERINGS+
ANNOUNCEMENTS
Kneel/Stand
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
Sit
OFFERING
Stand
OFFERTORY
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+GOD GIVES US A FORETASTE OF THE FEAST TO COME+
PREFACE

C

And with your spirit.

PROPER PREFACE
SANCTUS

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING
LORD'S PRAYER
THE WORDS OF OUR LORD
PAX DOMINI
P The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C
Amen.
AGNUS DEI

Sit

DISTRIBUTION OF HOLY COMMUNION
Guests: please read our statement concerning the Lord’s Supper at the front of the worship folder.
DISTRIBUTION HYMNS
JESUS SHALL REIGN
RISE, MY SOUL, TO WATCH AND PRAY
ALL PRAISE TO THEE, FOR THOU, O KING DIVINE

LSB 832
LSB 663
LSB 815

THE DISMISSAL
P The true body and precious blood of the Lord and Savior Jesus Christ strengthen
you in body and soul to life everlasting. Depart in peace.
C Amen.
POST-COMMUNION CANTICLE

POST-COMMUNION COLLECT
P Let us pray. Gracious God, our heavenly Father, You have given us a foretaste of
the feast to come in the Holy Supper of Your Son's body and blood. Keep us firm
in the true faith throughout our days of pilgrimage that, on the day of His coming,
we may, together with all Your saints, celebrate the marriage feast of the Lamb in
His kingdom which has no end; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who
lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C
Amen.

+GOD BLESSES US AND SENDS US FORTH TO SERVE+
BENEDICTION
P The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace.
C
Amen.

CLOSING HYMN

CHRIST IS SURELY COMING

+TO GOD ALONE BE GLORY+

LSB 509

