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+IN THE NAME OF JESUS+ 

WELCOME to the Divine Service at Ascension of Christ! We pray that you will be richly blessed 

by God as you hear His Word, receive His gifts and worship Him with your prayer and praise! 

TO OUR GUESTS Welcome, we are glad that you have chosen to worship with us this morning. 

Please don’t hesitate to ask an usher or a greeter if you have any questions.  Be sure to introduce 

yourself to our Pastor. We invite you to consider Ascension of Christ if you are looking for a church 

home.  We gather every Sunday morning at 10:15 for the Divine Service. 

CHILDREN AT ASCENSION At Ascension, we want you to feel at home. First, please relax and 

enjoy your time here. Jesus knows that children tend to wiggle and squawk a bit, so please don’t 

feel embarrassed by it. Your children are welcome here! To make it easier on your family, please 

dare to sit closer to the front where your children can easily see what’s going on, note the colors, 

watch the pastors, wonder about those heads on the lectern, and embrace the action at the altar.  

What Jesus does here is for them, too! As we go through the Divine Service, encourage them to join 

in on their parts: Amen! Lord have mercy. And with your spirit. I believe!  Our Father!  And please be 

sure to sing and pray your parts too!  Children learn by following your lead. There are some busy 

bags in the back of the church for you and if you must take your children out of the church, please 

hurry back! 

THE LORD’S SUPPER IS JOYFULLY RECEIVED HERE TODAY At the altar, our Lord Jesus 

Christ delivers His true body and blood into our mouths.  His gift of body and blood given in, 

with, and under the bread and wine, bestows tremendous benefits.  His body and blood forgives 

our sins, strengthens our faith, binds us to the Lord, and unites us with each other.  In this is life 

and salvation.  All members of The Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod have publicly confessed this 

sacred gift and its blessings and so are encouraged to commune. When you have examined yourself 

according to Christ’s bidding (1 Corinthians 11:28), come to His Supper rejoicing, just as Jesus asks, 

knowing that our Lord meets you at His altar with joy.  If you are a guest and would like to learn 

more about the practice of the Lord’s Supper at Ascension of Christ, or if you are uncertain about 

whether you should receive the Lord’s Supper, please speak with Pastor Grams before communing 

for the first time. 

THE LITURGY FOR THE SEVENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST God unravels political 

systems, schemes, and nations, using atypical prophets and preachers. God’s chosen messengers 

attempt to subdue rebellion and call for repentance. Their efforts are met with resistance and fury. 

Amos, a herdsman and tender of fig trees, prophesies against Israel, but there is no repentance. 

John the Baptist, the forerunner of Jesus, is unjustly imprisoned and subsequently beheaded. Only 

through the bloodshed of Jesus is sin completely unraveled and forgiven. 
  



+GOD GATHERS US BEFORE HIS HOLY PRESENCE+ 
Please note the  symbol is used to indicate a sung response. 

PRELUDE 

Please stand at the sound of the chimes 

OPENING HYMN COME, THOU FOUNT OF EVERY BLESSING LSB 686 

INVOCATION 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

EXHORTATION 

P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto 

God our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us 

forgiveness. 

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 

P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 

C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 

Kneel/Stand; Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 

CONFESSION & ABSOLUTION 

P O almighty God, merciful Father, 

C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with 

which I have ever offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal 

punishment. But I am heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and 

I pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter 

sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and 

merciful to me, a poor, sinful being. 

P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained 

servant of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead 

and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins in the 

name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
  



INTROIT Psalm 143:1–2, 8a; antiphon: v. 11 

 
Antiphon 

For your name’s sake, O LORD, pre- | serve my life!* 

In your righteousness bring my soul out of | trouble! 

Psalm 

Hear my prayer, O LORD; give ear to my pleas for | mercy!* 

In your faithfulness answer me, in your | righteousness! 

Enter not into judgment with your | servant,* 

for no one living is righteous be- | fore you. 

Let me hear in the morning of your | steadfast love,* 

for in | you I trust. 

Gloria Patri 

 

 

KYRIE  

 

 

GLORIA IN EXCELSIS 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And with your spirit.  

P Let us pray. O Lord, You granted Your prophets strength to resist the temptations 

of the devil and courage to proclaim repentance. Give us pure hearts and minds 

to follow Your Son faithfully even into suffering and death; through the same Jesus 

Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 

and forever. 

C Amen. 

+GOD SPEAKS TO US IN HIS WORD+ 

Sit 

OLD TESTAMENT Amos 7:7-15 

[The Lord commands Amos, “Go, prophesy to My people Israel.”]
7This is what [the Lord God] showed 

me: behold, the Lord was standing 

beside a wall built with a plumb line, 

with a plumb line in his hand. 8And the 

Lord said to me, “Amos, what do you 

see?” And I said, “A plumb line.” Then 

the Lord said, “Behold, I am setting a 

plumb line in the midst of my people 

Israel; I will never again pass by them; 
9the high places of Isaac shall be made 

desolate, and the sanctuaries of Israel 

shall be laid waste, and I will rise against 

the house of Jeroboam with the sword.” 
10Then Amaziah the priest of Bethel sent 

to Jeroboam king of Israel, saying, 

“Amos has conspired against you in the 

midst of the house of Israel. The land is 

not able to bear all his words. 11For thus 

Amos has said, “‘Jeroboam shall die by 

the sword, and Israel must go into exile 

away from his land.’” 12And Amaziah 

said to Amos, “O seer, go, flee away to 

the land of Judah, and eat bread there, 

and prophesy there, 13but never again 

prophesy at Bethel, for it is the king’s 

sanctuary, and it is a temple of the 

kingdom.” 14Then Amos answered and 

said to Amaziah, “I was no prophet, nor 

a prophet’s son, but I was a herdsman 

and a dresser of sycamore figs. 15But the 

Lord took me from following the flock, 

and the Lord said to me, ‘Go, prophesy 

to my people Israel.’” 

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God.

  



GRADUAL Romans 11: 33, 36 

 
Oh, the depth of the riches and wisdom and know- | ledge of God! 

How unsearchable are his judgments and how inscrutable | his ways! 

For from him and through him and to him are | all things. 

To him be glory forever. | Amen. 

EPISTLE Ephesians 1:3-14 

[Having believed, you were marked with a seal.]
3Blessed be the God and Father of our 

Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in 

Christ with every spiritual blessing in the 

heavenly places, 4even as he chose us in 

him before the foundation of the world, 

that we should be holy and blameless 

before him. In love 5he predestined us for 

adoption as sons through Jesus Christ, 

according to the purpose of his will, 6to the 

praise of his glorious grace, with which he 

has blessed us in the Beloved. 7In him we 

have redemption through his blood, the 

forgiveness of our trespasses, according to 

the riches of his grace, 8which he lavished 

upon us, in all wisdom and insight 
9making known to us the mystery of his 

will, according to his purpose, which he set 

forth in Christ 10as a plan for the fullness of 

time, to unite all things in him, things in 

heaven and things on earth. 
11In him we have obtained an 

inheritance, having been predestined 

according to the purpose of him who 

works all things according to the counsel of 

his will, 12so that we who were the first to 

hope in Christ might be to the praise of his 

glory. 13In him you also, when you heard 

the word of truth, the gospel of your 

salvation, and believed in him, were sealed 

with the promised Holy Spirit, 14who is the 

guarantee of our inheritance until we 

acquire possession of it, to the praise of his 

glory. 

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

Stand 

ALLELUIA & VERSE Matthew 5:10 

 

P Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, for theirs is the 

kingdom of heaven. 

ALLELUIA (Repeated) 



HOLY GOSPEL Mark 6:14-29 

[The death of John the Baptist.] 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the 6th chapter. 

C Glory be to You, O Lord. 
 

14King Herod heard of it, for Jesus’ 

name had become known. Some said, 

“John the Baptist has been raised from the 

dead. That is why these miraculous powers 

are at work in him.” 15But others said, “He 

is Elijah.” And others said, “He is a 

prophet, like one of the prophets of old.” 
16But when Herod heard of it, he said, 

“John, whom I beheaded, has been raised.” 
17For it was Herod who had sent and seized 

John and bound him in prison for the sake 

of Herodias, his brother Philip’s wife, 

because he had married her. 18For John had 

been saying to Herod, “It is not lawful for 

you to have your brother’s wife.” 19And 

Herodias had a grudge against him and 

wanted to put him to death. But she could 

not, 20for Herod feared John, knowing that 

he was a righteous and holy man, and he 

kept him safe. When he heard him, he was 

greatly perplexed, and yet he heard him 

gladly. 21But an opportunity came when 

Herod on his birthday gave a banquet for 

his nobles and military commanders and 

the leading men of Galilee. 22For when 

Herodias’s daughter came in and danced, 

she pleased Herod and his guests. And the 

king said to the girl, “Ask me for whatever 

you wish, and I will give it to you.” 23And 

he vowed to her, “Whatever you ask me, I 

will give you, up to half of my kingdom.” 
24And she went out and said to her mother, 

“For what should I ask?” And she said, 

“The head of John the Baptist.” 25And she 

came in immediately with haste to the king 

and asked, saying, “I want you to give me 

at once the head of John the Baptist on a 

platter.” 26And the king was exceedingly 

sorry, but because of his oaths and his 

guests he did not want to break his word to 

her. 27And immediately the king sent an 

executioner with orders to bring John’s 

head. He went and beheaded him in the 

prison 28and brought his head on a platter 

and gave it to the girl, and the girl gave it 

to her mother. 29When his disciples heard 

of it, they came and took his body and laid 

it in a tomb. 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise be to You, O Christ

NICENE CREED (Back cover of the hymnal) 

Sit 

HYMN OF THE DAY JESUS, PRICELESS TREASURE LSB 743 

SERMON 



+GOD RECEIVES OUR PRAYERS & OFFERINGS+ 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Kneel/Stand 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH  

Sit 

ORGAN VOLUNTARY 

Stand 

OFFERTORY 

 

 

 

 

 

  



+GOD GIVES US A FORETASTE OF THE FEAST TO COME+ 

PREFACE 

 

 

  

  

  

  

PROPER PREFACE 

SANCTUS  

 

 

 



 

 

LORD'S PRAYER  

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD 

PAX DOMINI  

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C Amen. 

AGNUS DEI  

 

 

 

 

 
  



Sit 

DISTRIBUTION OF HOLY COMMUNION 

DISTRIBUTION HYMNS 

 WHEN ALL THE WORLD WAS CURSED LSB 346 

 THY BODY, GIVEN FOR ME, O SAVIOR LSB 619 

 I WALK IN DANGER ALL THE WAY LSB 716 

 LORD, KEEP US STEADFAST IN YOUR WORD LSB 655 

Stand 

DISMISSAL 

P The true body and precious blood of the Lord and Savior Jesus Christ strengthen 

you in body and soul to life everlasting. 

C Amen. 

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 

P O give thank unto the Lord for He is good. 

C And His mercy endures forever. 

P Let us pray. We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through 

this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us 

through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one another; through 

Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

+GOD BLESSES US AND SENDS US FORTH TO SERVE+ 

BENEDICAMUS AND BENEDICTION 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And with your spirit. 

P Bless we the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord life up His countenance upon you and T give you peace. 

C Amen. Amen. Amen. 

CLOSING HYMN SAVIOR, AGAIN TO THY DEAR NAME WE RAISE LSB 917 

+TO GOD ALONE BE GLORY+ 


