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+IN THE NAME OF JESUS+ 

WELCOME to the Divine Service at Ascension of Christ! We pray that you will be richly blessed 

by God as you hear His Word, receive His gifts and worship Him with your prayer and praise! 

TO OUR GUESTS Welcome, we are glad that you have chosen to worship with us this morning. 

Please don’t hesitate to ask an usher or a greeter if you have any questions. Be sure to introduce 

yourself to our Pastor. We invite you to consider Ascension of Christ if you are looking for a church 

home. We gather every Sunday morning for The Christian Family Education Hour at 9:00 am followed 

by the Divine Service at 10:15 am. 

CHILDREN AT ASCENSION At Ascension, we want you to feel at home. First, please relax and 

enjoy your time here. Jesus knows that children tend to wiggle and squawk a bit, so please don’t 

feel embarrassed by it. Your children are welcome here! To make it easier on your family, please 

dare to sit closer to the front where your children can easily see what’s going on, note the colors, 

watch the pastors, wonder about those heads on the lectern, and embrace the action at the altar.  

What Jesus does here is for them, too! As we go through the Divine Service, encourage them to join 

in on their parts: Amen! Lord have mercy. And with your spirit. I believe! Our Father!  And please be 

sure to sing and pray your parts too! Children learn by following your lead. There are some busy 

bags in the back of the church for you and if you must take your children out of the church, please 

hurry back! 

THE LORD’S SUPPER IS JOYFULLY RECEIVED HERE TODAY At the altar, our Lord Jesus 

Christ delivers His true body and blood into our mouths.  His gift of body and blood given in, 

with, and under the bread and wine, bestows tremendous benefits.  His body and blood forgives 

our sins, strengthens our faith, binds us to the Lord, and unites us with each other.  In this is life 

and salvation.  All members of The Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod have publicly confessed this 

sacred gift and its blessings and so are encouraged to commune. When you have examined yourself 

according to Christ’s bidding (1 Corinthians 11:28), come to His Supper rejoicing, just as Jesus asks, 

knowing that our Lord meets you at His altar with joy.  If you are a guest and would like to learn 

more about the practice of the Lord’s Supper at Ascension of Christ, or if you are uncertain about 

whether you should receive the Lord’s Supper, please speak with Pastor Grams before communing 

for the first time. 

THE LITURGY FOR TWENTIETH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST Seek the Lord and live. In 

life’s journey, there is great contention between evil and good. One we abhor; the other we cherish. 

As we live in this constant tension, it is difficult to keep our sight focused on Jesus. Sin rears it 

deception and we are enticed to unbelief.  Only in Christ, the Good Teacher, is goodness completely 

revealed. It is Him that we truly seek, for He alone is our treasure in heaven. 
  



+GOD GATHERS US BEFORE HIS HOLY PRESENCE+ 
Please note the  symbol is used to indicate a sung response. 

PRELUDE 

Please stand at the sound of the chimes 

OPENING HYMN TAKE MY LIFE AND LET IT BE LSB 783 

Stand 

INVOCATION  

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

EXHORTATION TO CONFESSION 

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 

P If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand? 

C But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared. 

P Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer and praise, 

and receive the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ in the fellowship of this 

altar, let us first consider our unworthiness and confess before God and one 

another that we have sinned in thought, word, and deed, and that we cannot free 

ourselves from our sinful condition. Together as His people let us take refuge in 

the infinite mercy of God, our heavenly Father, seeking His grace for the sake of 

Christ, and saying: God, be merciful to me, a sinner. 

Kneel/Stand (Silent reflection upon God’s Word) 

CONFESSION & ABSOLUTION 

C Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us to 

everlasting life. Amen. 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake 

forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His 

authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the 

T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

  



INTROIT (Spoken responsively) Psalm 112:3–6; antiphon: v. 1 

Antiphon 

Praise the Lord! Blessèd is the man who | fears the Lord,* 

who greatly delights in his com- | mandments! 

Psalm 

Wealth and riches are | in his house,* 

and his righteousness endures for- | ever. 

Light dawns in the darkness for the | upright;* 

he is gracious, merciful, and | righteous. 

It is well with the man who deals generous- | ly and lends;* 

who conducts his affairs with | justice. 

For the righteous will nev- | er be moved;* 

he will be remembered for- | ever. 

Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* 

and to the Holy | Spirit; 

as it was in the be- | ginning,* 

is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 

Antiphon 

Praise the Lord! Blessèd is the man who | fears the Lord,* 

who greatly delights in his com- | mandments! 

KYRIE  

 
  



GLORIA IN EXCELSIS 

 

 

 

 

SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And with your spirit.  

P Let us pray. Lord Jesus Christ, whose grace always precedes and follows us, help 

us to forsake all trust in earthly gain and to find in You our heavenly treasure; for 

You live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

Sit 

  



+GOD SPEAKS TO US IN HIS WORD+ 

OLD TESTAMENT Amos 5:6-7, 10-15 

[“Seek good, and not evil, that you may live.”] 
6Seek the Lord and live, lest he break out 

like fire in the house of Joseph, and it devour, 

with none to quench it for Bethel, 7O you who 

turn justice to wormwood and cast down 

righteousness to the earth! . . .10They hate him 

who reproves in the gate, and they abhor him 

who speaks the truth. 11Therefore because 

you trample on the poor and you exact taxes 

of grain from him, you have built houses of 

hewn stone, but you shall not dwell in them; 

you have planted pleasant vineyards, but 

you shall not drink their wine. 12For I know 

how many are your transgressions and how 

great are your sins— you who afflict the 

righteous, who take a bribe, and turn aside 

the needy in the gate. 13Therefore he who is 

prudent will keep silent in such a time, for it 

is an evil time. 14Seek good, and not evil, that 

you may live; and so the Lord, the God of 

hosts, will be with you, as you have said. 
15Hate evil, and love good, and establish 

justice in the gate; it may be that the Lord, the 

God of hosts, will be gracious to the remnant 

of Joseph. 

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God.

CHOIR ANTHEM O God Our Help in Ages Past 

NEW TESTAMENT Hebrews 3:12-19 

[“Take care, lest there be in any of you an evil unbelieving heart.”]
12Take care, brothers, lest there be in any 

of you an evil, unbelieving heart, leading you 

to fall away from the living God. 13But exhort 

one another every day, as long as it is called 

“today,” that none of you may be hardened 

by the deceitfulness of sin. 14For we share in 

Christ, if indeed we hold our original 

confidence firm to the end. 15As it is said, 

“Today, if you hear his voice, do not 

harden your hearts as in the rebellion.” 
16For who were those who heard and yet 

rebelled? Was it not all those who left Egypt 

led by Moses? 17And with whom was he 

provoked for forty years? Was it not with 

those who sinned, whose bodies fell in the 

wilderness? 18And to whom did he swear that 

they would not enter his rest, but to those 

who were disobedient? 19So we see that they 

were unable to enter because of unbelief. 

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God.

  



Stand 

ALLELUIA AND VERSE 

 

 

 

 

Stand  

HOLY GOSPEL Mark 10: 17-22 

[Jesus and the young rich man.] 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the 10th chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord.  
17As [Jesus] was setting out on his 

journey, a man ran up and knelt before him 

and asked him, “Good Teacher, what must I 

do to inherit eternal life?” 18And Jesus said to 

him, “Why do you call me good? No one is 

good except God alone. 19You know the 

commandments: ‘Do not murder, Do not 

commit adultery, Do not steal, Do not bear 

false witness, Do not defraud, Honor your 

father and mother.’” 20And he said to him, 

“Teacher, all these I have kept from my 

youth.” 21And Jesus, looking at him, loved 

him, and said to him, “You lack one thing: go, 

sell all that you have and give to the poor, 

and you will have treasure in heaven; and 

come, follow me.” 22Disheartened by the 

saying, he went away sorrowful, for he had 

great possessions. 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ

NICENE CREED (Back cover of the hymnal) 

Sit 

HYMN OF THE DAY THEE WILL I LOVE, MY STRENGTH, MY TOWER LSB 694 

SERMON 



+GOD RECEIVES OUR PRAYERS & OFFERINGS+ 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Kneel/Stand 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH  

Sit 

OFFERING. 

Stand 

OFFERTORY CREATE IN ME LSB 956 

 

 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 

+GOD GIVES US A FORETASTE OF THE FEAST TO COME+ 

Stand 

PREFACE 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And with your spirit. 

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord.  

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give Him thanks and praise.  



PROPER PREFACE 

SANCTUS 

 

 

 

 
 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 

LORD’S PRAYER 

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD 

PAX DOMINI 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C Amen. 

  



AGNUS DEI 

 

 

 

 

Sit 

DISTRIBUTION OF HOLY COMMUNION 

DISTRIBUTION HYMNS 

 SEEK YE FIRST LSB 712 

 COME, WE THAT LOVE THE LORD LSB 669 

 JESUS, PRICELESS TREASURE LSB 743 

 GREAT IS THY FAITHFULNESS LSB 809 
 

Stand 

DISMISSAL 

P The true body and precious blood of the Lord and Savior Jesus Christ strengthen 

you in body and soul to life everlasting. 

C Amen. 

  



NUNC DIMITTIS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 

P Let us pray. We give thanks to You, heavenly Father, that You have given us one 

Spirit to drink through the body and blood of Your Son. Grant that Your Holy 

Spirit unite us all in the holy fellowship of faith and love; through Jesus Christ our 

Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. 

C Amen. 

  



BENEDICAMUS & BENEDICTION 

P Let us bless the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

 The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

 The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 

Stand 

CLOSING HYMN ALL FOR CHRIST I HAVE FORSAKEN  

(Tune: LSB 427 “In the Cross of Christ I Glory”) 

1 All for Christ I have forsaken 

    And have taken up my cross; 

Worldly joy, its fame and fortune, 

    Now I count as worthless dross. 

 

2 Who is sweeter than Christ Jesus? 

    No good thing in Him I lack! 

Hand to plow, at peace I follow 

    Where He leads me . . . why look back? 

 

3 Gone the past, unknown the future— 

    Grace supplies my daily breath; 

Strong in Christ through death’s dark valley, 

    Firm and faithful unto death. 

 

4 When God takes me home to heaven, 

    Should this be the day I die, 

God will keep my spouse and children 

    As the apple of His eye. 

 

5 Though the road ahead be thorny, 

    Though dark clouds all light obscure, 

Though my cross-shaped path grows steeper, 

    With the Lord, I am secure. 

Text: © 1999 Stephen P. Starke, admin. Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002436 


