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+IN THE NAME OF JESUS+ 

WELCOME to the Divine Service at Ascension of Christ! We pray that you will be richly blessed 

by God as you hear His Word, receive His gifts and worship Him with your prayer and praise! 

TO OUR GUESTS Welcome, we are glad that you have chosen to worship with us this morning. 

Please don’t hesitate to ask an usher or a greeter if you have any questions. Be sure to introduce 

yourself to our Pastor. We invite you to consider Ascension of Christ if you are looking for a church 

home. We gather every Sunday morning for The Christian Family Education Hour at 9:00 am followed 

by the Divine Service at 10:15 am. 

CHILDREN AT ASCENSION At Ascension, we want you to feel at home. First, please relax and 

enjoy your time here. Jesus knows that children tend to wiggle and squawk a bit, so please don’t 

feel embarrassed by it. Your children are welcome here! To make it easier on your family, please 

dare to sit closer to the front where your children can easily see what’s going on, note the colors, 

watch the pastors, wonder about those heads on the lectern, and embrace the action at the altar.  

What Jesus does here is for them, too! As we go through the Divine Service, encourage them to join 

in on their parts: Amen! Lord have mercy. And with your spirit. I believe! Our Father!  And please be 

sure to sing and pray your parts too! Children learn by following your lead. There are some busy 

bags in the back of the church for you and if you must take your children out of the church, please 

hurry back! 

THE LORD’S SUPPER IS JOYFULLY RECEIVED HERE TODAY At the altar, our Lord Jesus 

Christ delivers His true body and blood into our mouths.  His gift of body and blood given in, 

with, and under the bread and wine, bestows tremendous benefits.  His body and blood forgives 

our sins, strengthens our faith, binds us to the Lord, and unites us with each other.  In this is life 

and salvation.  All members of The Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod have publicly confessed this 

sacred gift and its blessings and so are encouraged to commune. When you have examined yourself 

according to Christ’s bidding (1 Corinthians 11:28), come to His Supper rejoicing, just as Jesus asks, 

knowing that our Lord meets you at His altar with joy.  If you are a guest and would like to learn 

more about the practice of the Lord’s Supper at Ascension of Christ, or if you are uncertain about 

whether you should receive the Lord’s Supper, please speak with Pastor Grams before communing 

for the first time. 

THE LITURGY FOR THE SEVENTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST The need for 

humility and meekness is prevalent throughout Holy Scripture. Prophecies point to Christ Jesus, 

who would be slaughtered and killed by men unjustly. And yet, Christ humbled Himself for this 

purpose. True wisdom from God is couched in complete humility, conveying, about all else, peace. 

This peace from God lays waste warring passions and quarrelsome ways fueled by jealousy and 

ambition. Only those who are unequivocally the humble servants of all will be first. 
  



+GOD GATHERS US BEFORE HIS HOLY PRESENCE+ 
Please note the  symbol is used to indicate a sung response. 

PRELUDE 

Please stand at the sound of the chimes 

OPENING HYMN FATHER WELCOMES LSB 605 

Stand 

INVOCATION  

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

EXHORTATION TO CONFESSION 

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 

P If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand? 

C But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared. 

P Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer and praise, 

and receive the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ in the fellowship of this 

altar, let us first consider our unworthiness and confess before God and one 

another that we have sinned in thought, word, and deed, and that we cannot free 

ourselves from our sinful condition. Together as His people let us take refuge in 

the infinite mercy of God, our heavenly Father, seeking His grace for the sake of 

Christ, and saying: God, be merciful to me, a sinner. 

Kneel/Stand (Silent reflection upon God’s Word) 

CONFESSION & ABSOLUTION 

C Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us to 

everlasting life. Amen. 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake 

forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His 

authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the 

T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

  



INTROIT Psalm 37:5–7; antiphon: v. 4 

 
Antiphon 

Delight yourself | in the LORD,* 

and he will give you the desires | of your heart 

Psalm 

Commit your way | to the Lord;* 

trust in him, and | he will act. 

He will bring forth your righteousness | as the light,* 

and your justice as the | noonday. 

Be still before the Lord and wait patiently | for him;* 

fret not yourself over the one who prospers in his way, over the man who 

carries out evil de- | vices! 

Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* 

and to the Holy | Spirit; 

as it was in the be- | ginning,* 

is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 

Antiphon 

Delight yourself | in the LORD,* 

and he will give you the desires | of your heart 

KYRIE  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



GLORIA IN EXCELSIS 

 

 

 

 

SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And with your spirit.  

P Let us pray. O God, whose strength is made perfect in weakness, grant us humility 

and childlike faith that we may please You in both will and deed; through Jesus 

Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

Sit 

 

 



+GOD SPEAKS TO US IN HIS WORD+ 

OLD TESTAMENT Jeremiah 11:18-20 

[“I had been like a gentle lamb led to the slaughter.”] 

18The Lord made it known to me and 

I knew; then you showed me their deeds. 
19But I was like a gentle lamb led to the 

slaughter. I did not know it was against 

me they devised schemes, saying, “Let us 

destroy the tree with its fruit, let us cut 

him off from the land of the living, that 

his name be remembered no more.” 

20But, O Lord of hosts, who judges 

righteously, who tests the heart and the 

mind, let me see your vengeance upon 

them, for to you have I committed my 

cause. 

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God.

CHOIR ANTHEM Children of the Heavenly Father 

NEW TESTAMENT James 3:3-13 – 4:10 

[“A friend of the world becomes an enemy of God.”]
13Who is wise and understanding 

among you? By his good conduct let him 

show his works in the meekness of 

wisdom. 14But if you have bitter jealousy 

and selfish ambition in your hearts, do 

not boast and be false to the truth. 15This 

is not the wisdom that comes down from 

above, but is earthly, unspiritual, 

demonic. 16For where jealousy and 

selfish ambition exist, there will be 

disorder and every vile practice. 17But the 

wisdom from above is first pure, then 

peaceable, gentle, open to reason, full of 

mercy and good fruits, impartial and 

sincere. 18And a harvest of righteousness 

is sown in peace by those who make 

peace. 
1What causes quarrels and what 

causes fights among you? Is it not this, 

that your passions are at war within you? 
2You desire and do not have, so you 

murder. You covet and cannot obtain, so 

you fight and quarrel. You do not have, 

because you do not ask. 3You ask and do 

not receive, because you ask wrongly, to 

spend it on your passions. 4You 

adulterous people! Do you not know that 

friendship with the world is enmity with 

God? Therefore whoever wishes to be a 

friend of the world makes himself an 

enemy of God. 5Or do you suppose it is 

to no purpose that the Scripture says, 

“He yearns jealously over the spirit that 

he has made to dwell in us”? 6But he 

gives more grace. Therefore it says, “God 

opposes the proud, but gives grace to the 

humble.” 7Submit yourselves therefore 

to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee 

from you. 8Draw near to God, and he will 

draw near to you. Cleanse your hands, 

you sinners, and purify your hearts, you 

double-minded. 9Be wretched and 



mourn and weep. Let your laughter be 

turned to mourning and your joy to 

gloom. 10Humble yourselves before the 

Lord, and he will exalt you. 

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God.

Stand 

ALLELUIA AND VERSE 

 

 

 

 

Stand  

HOLY GOSPEL Mark 9:30-37 

[“If anyone wants to be first he must be the very last.”] 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the 9th chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 
 

30[The disciples] went on from there 

and passed through Galilee. And [Jesus] 

did not want anyone to know, 31for he 

was teaching his disciples, saying to 

them, “The Son of Man is going to be 

delivered into the hands of men, and 

they will kill him. And when he is killed, 

after three days he will rise.” 32But they 

did not understand the saying, and were 

afraid to ask him. 33And they came to 

Capernaum. And when he was in the 

house he asked them, “What were you 

discussing on the way?” 34But they kept 

silent, for on the way they had argued 

with one another about who was the 

greatest. 35And he sat down and called 

the twelve. And he said to them, “If 

anyone would be first, he must be last of 

all and servant of all.” 36And he took a 

child and put him in the midst of them, 



and taking him in his arms, he said to 

them, 37“Whoever receives one such 

child in my name receives me, and 

whoever receives me, receives not me 

but him who sent me.”  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ

NICENE CREED (Back cover of the hymnal) 

Sit 

HYMN OF THE DAY LORD OF GLORY, YOU HAVE BOUGHT US LSB 851 

SERMON 

+GOD RECEIVES OUR PRAYERS & OFFERINGS+ 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Kneel/Stand 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH  

Sit 

OFFERING 

OFFERTORY 

 

 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 



+GOD GIVES US A FORETASTE OF THE FEAST TO COME+ 

Stand 

PREFACE 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And with your spirit. 

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord.  

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give Him thanks and praise.  

PROPER PREFACE 

SANCTUS 

 

 

 

 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 

LORD’S PRAYER 

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD 

PAX DOMINI 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C Amen. 

  



AGNUS DEI 

 

 

 

 
Sit 

DISTRIBUTION OF HOLY COMMUNION 

DISTRIBUTION HYMNS                      THE LAMB LSB 547 

 THE TREE OF LIFE LSB 561 

 THERE IS A REDEEMER 

 

 

 

 



Tune and text: © 1982 Birdwing Music, admin. EMI. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002436 

 

Stand 

DISMISSAL 

P The true body and precious blood of the Lord and Savior Jesus Christ strengthen 

you in body and soul to life everlasting. 

C Amen. 

 

NUNC DIMITTIS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 

P Let us pray. We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us 

through this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would 

strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward 

one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with 

You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

BENEDICAMUS & BENEDICTION 

P Let us bless the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

 The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

 The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 

Stand 

CLOSING HYMN    FATHER WE THANK THEE WHO HAST PLANTED LSB 652 

Tune and text: © 1982 Birdwing Music, admin. EMI. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002436 

 

+TO GOD ALONE BE GLORY+ 


