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+IN THE NAME OF JESUS+
WELCOME to the Divine Service at Ascension of Christ! We pray that you will be richly blessed
by God as you hear His Word, receive His gifts and worship Him with your prayer and praise!
TO OUR GUESTS Welcome, we are glad that you have chosen to worship with us this morning.
Please don’t hesitate to ask an usher or a greeter if you have any questions. Be sure to introduce
yourself to our Pastor. We invite you to consider Ascension of Christ if you are looking for a church
home. During the pandemic we gather every Sunday at 9:15 & 10:45a.m. for the Divine Service.
CHILDREN AT ASCENSION At Ascension, we want you to feel at home. First, please relax and
enjoy your time here. Jesus knows that children tend to wiggle and squawk a bit, so please don’t
feel embarrassed by it. Your children are welcome here! To make it easier on your family, please
dare to sit closer to the front where your children can easily see what’s going on, note the colors,
watch the pastors, wonder about those heads on the pulpit, and embrace the action at the altar.
What Jesus does here is for them, too! As we go through the Divine Service, encourage them to
join in on their parts: Amen! Lord have mercy. And with your spirit. I believe! Our Father! And please
be sure to sing and pray your parts too! Children learn by following your lead. There are some
busy bags in the back of the church for you and if you must take your children out of the church,
please hurry back!
THE LORD’S SUPPER IS JOYFULLY RECEIVED HERE TODAY At the altar, our Lord Jesus
Christ delivers His true body and blood into our mouths. His gift of body and blood given in,
with, and under the bread and wine, bestows tremendous benefits. His body and blood forgives
our sins, strengthens our faith, binds us to the Lord, and unites us with each other. In this is life
and salvation. All members of The Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod have publicly confessed this
sacred gift and its blessings and so are encouraged to commune. When you have examined yourself
according to Christ’s bidding (1 Corinthians 11:28), come to His Supper rejoicing, just as Jesus asks,
knowing that our Lord meets you at His altar with joy. If you are a guest and would like to learn
more about the practice of the Lord’s Supper at Ascension of Christ, or if you are uncertain about
whether you should receive the Lord’s Supper, please speak with Pastor Grams before communing
for the first time.
THE LITURGY FOR THE FIRST SUNDAY IN LENT “Lead us not into temptation, but deliver
us from evil.” This petition resonates on the lips of God’s people in the Lord’s Prayer. It is God
who guards us from the devil’s cunning deception. Jesus Himself rallied against Satan in the
wilderness. He intimately knows the perils of facing temptation. We, too, are to remain steadfast,
fortified by the Word of truth, know that the Lord provides the greatest sacrifice in the death of
His only Son.

+GOD GATHERS US BEFORE HIS HOLY PRESENCE+
Please note the

symbol is used to indicate a sung response.

PRELUDE
Please stand at the sound of the chimes
INVOCATION
P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.
EXHORTATION
P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.
C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins
and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.
Kneel/Stand

Silence for reflection on God's Word and for self-examination.

CONFESSION
P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.
C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We
have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and
by what we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we
have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and
eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk
in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen.
ABSOLUTION
P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake
forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His
authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the
T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.

INTROIT

Psalm 91:9–13; antiphon: vv. 15–16

Antiphon:
When he calls to me, I will answer him; I will be with him in | trouble;*
I will rescue him and | honor him.
With long life I will sat- | isfy him*
and show him my sal- | vation.
Psalm
Because you have made the LORD your | dwelling place—*
the Most High, who is my | refuge—
no evil shall be allowed to be- | fall you,*
no plague come | near your tent.
For he will command his angels con- | cerning you*
to guard you in | all your ways.
On their hands they will | bear you up,*
lest you strike your foot a- | gainst a stone.
You will tread on the lion and the | adder;*
the young lion and the serpent you will trample | underfoot.
Glory be to the Father and | to the Son*
and to the Holy | Spirit;
as it was in the be- | ginning,*
is now, and will be forever. | Amen.
When he calls to me, I will answer him; I will be with him in | trouble;*
I will rescue him and | honor him.
With long life I will sat- | isfy him*
and show him my sal- | vation.

KYRIE

SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY
P The Lord be with you.
C
And with your spirit.
P Let us pray. O Lord God, You led Your ancient people through the wilderness and
brought them to the promised land. Guide the people of Your Church that
following our Savior we may walk through the wilderness of this world toward
the glory of the world to come; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who
lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C
Amen.
Sit
CHOIR ANTHEM

Out of the Depths

+GOD SPEAKS TO US IN HIS WORD+
OLD TESTAMENT

Genesis 22:1–18
[Abraham prepares to offer Isaac as a sacrifice.]

1After these things God tested Abraham and
said to him, “Abraham!” And he said, “Here am
I.” 2He said, “Take your son, your only son Isaac,
whom you love, and go to the land of Moriah, and
offer him there as a burnt offering on one of the
mountains of which I shall tell you.” 3So Abraham
rose early in the morning, saddled his donkey,
and took two of his young men with him, and his
son Isaac. And he cut the wood for the burnt
offering and arose and went to the place of which
God had told him. 4On the third day Abraham
lifted up his eyes and saw the place from afar.
5Then Abraham said to his young men, “Stay here
with the donkey; I and the boy will go over there
and worship and come again to you.” 6And
Abraham took the wood of the burnt offering and
laid it on Isaac his son. And he took in his hand
the fire and the knife. So they went both of them
together. 7And Isaac said to his father Abraham,
“My father!” And he said, “Here am I, my son.”
He said, “Behold, the fire and the wood, but where
is the lamb for a burnt offering?” 8Abraham said,
“God will provide for himself the lamb for a burnt
offering, my son.” So they went both of them

together.
9When they came to the place of which God
had told him, Abraham built the altar there and
laid the wood in order and bound Isaac his son
and laid him on the altar, on top of the wood.
10Then Abraham reached out his hand and took
the knife to slaughter his son. 11But the angel of the
Lord called to him from heaven and said,
“Abraham, Abraham!” And he said, “Here am I.”
12He said, “Do not lay your hand on the boy or do
anything to him, for now I know that you fear
God, seeing you have not withheld your son, your
only son, from me.” 13And Abraham lifted up his
eyes and looked, and behold, behind him was a
ram, caught in a thicket by his horns. And
Abraham went and took the ram and offered it up
as a burnt offering instead of his son. 14So
Abraham called the name of that place, “The Lord
will provide”; as it is said to this day, “On the
mount of the Lord it shall be provided.” 15And the
angel of the Lord called to Abraham a second time
from heaven 16and said, “By myself I have sworn,
declares the Lord, because you have done this and
have not withheld your son, your only son, 17I will

surely bless you, and I will surely multiply your
offspring as the stars of heaven and as the sand
that is on the seashore. And your offspring shall
possess the gate of his enemies, 18and in your
offspring shall all the nations of the earth be

blessed, because you have obeyed my voice.”

A
C

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

EPISTLE

James 1:12–18
[“God cannot be tempted by evil, nor does He tempt anyone."]

Blessed is the man who remains steadfast
under trial, for when he has stood the test he will
receive the crown of life, which God has promised
to those who love him. 13Let no one say when he is
tempted, “I am being tempted by God,” for God
cannot be tempted with evil, and he himself
tempts no one. 14But each person is tempted when
he is lured and enticed by his own desire. 15Then
desire when it has conceived gives birth to sin, and
sin when it is fully grown brings forth death.
12

Do not be deceived, my beloved brothers.
Every good gift and every perfect gift is from
above, coming down from the Father of lights
with whom there is no variation or shadow due to
change. 18Of his own will he brought us forth by
the word of truth, that we should be a kind of
firstfruits of his creatures.
16

17

A
C

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God

Stand
VERSE FOR LENT

HOLY GOSPEL

Mark 1:9-15
[Jesus is tempted by Satan.]

P
C

The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the 1st chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord.

In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of
Galilee and was baptized by John in the Jordan.
10And when he came up out of the water,
immediately he saw the heavens opening and the
Spirit descending on him like a dove. 11And a
voice came from heaven, “You are my beloved
9

Son; with you I am well pleased.”
12The Spirit immediately drove him out into
the wilderness. 13And he was in the wilderness
forty days, being tempted by Satan. And he was
with the wild animals, and the angels were
ministering to him.

Now after John was arrested, Jesus came
into Galilee, proclaiming the gospel of God, 15and
saying, “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of
God is at hand; repent and believe in the gospel.”
14

P
C

This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.

APOSTLES’ CREED
C I believe in God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day He rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life T everlasting. Amen.

Sit
HYMN OF THE DAY MARK HOW THE LAMB OF GOD’S SELF-OFFERING LSB 600

Tune: Public domain
Text: © 1990 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002436

SERMON

+GOD RECEIVES OUR PRAYERS AND OFFERING+
ANNOUNCEMENTS
Stand
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
Sit
ORGAN VOLUNTARY
Stand
OFFERTORY

+GOD GIVES A FORETASTE OF THE FEAST TO COME+
PREFACE

C

And

PROPER PREFACE
SANCTUS

with

your

spirit.

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING
LORD’S PRAYER
THE WORDS OF OUR LORD
PAX DOMINI
P The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C
Amen.
AGNUS DEI

Sit
DISTRIBUTION OF HOLY COMMUNION

DISTRIBUTION HYMN

DISTRIBUTION HYMN

JESUS, LEAD THOU ON

THE LAMB

Text and tune: © 1987 and 1997 MorningStar Music Publishers. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002436

LSB 718

LSB 547

DISTRIBUTION HYMN

A MIGHTY FORTRESS IS OUR GOD

LSB 656

Tune and text: Public domain

Stand
DISMISSAL
P The true body and precious blood of the Lord and Savior Jesus Christ strengthen
you in body and soul to life everlasting. Depart in peace.
C Amen.
POST COMMUNION CANTICLE

POST-COMMUNION COLLECT
P Let us pray. We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us
through this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would
strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one
another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C Amen.

+GOD BLESSES US AND SENDS US FORTH TO SERVE+
BENEDICTION
P The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace.
C Amen.
CLOSING HYMN

O LORD, THROUGHOUT THESE FORTY DAYS

Tune: Public domain
Text: © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002436

+TO GOD ALONE BE GLORY+

LSB 418

