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+IN THE NAME OF JESUS+ 
WELCOME to the Divine Service at Ascension of Christ!  We pray that you will be richly 

blessed by God as you hear His Word, receive His gifts and worship Him with your prayer 

and praise! 

TO OUR GUESTS Welcome, we are glad that you have chosen to celebrate Christmas 

with us this evening.  Please don’t hesitate to ask an usher or a greeter if you have any 

questions.  Please be sure to introduce yourself to our Pastor.  We invite you to consider 

Ascension of Christ if you looking for a church home.  During the pandemic we gather 

every Sunday at 9:15 & 10:45a.m. for the Divine Service. 

CHILDREN AT ASCENSION At Ascension, we want you to feel at home.  First, please relax 

and enjoy your time here. Jesus knows that children tend to wiggle and squawk a bit, so please 

don’t feel embarrassed by it.  Your children are welcome here!  To make it easier on your 

family, please dare to sit closer to the front where your children can easily see what’s going 

on, note the colors, watch the pastors, wonder about those heads on the pulpit, and embrace 

the action at the altar.  What Jesus does here is for them, too!  As we go through the Divine 

Service, encourage them to join in on their parts: Amen!  Lord have mercy.  And with your spirit. 

I believe!  Our Father!  And please be sure to sing and pray your parts too!  Children learn by 

following your lead.  There are some busy bags in the back of the church for you and if you 

must take your children out of the church, please hurry back! 

THE LORD’S SUPPER IS JOYFULLY RECEIVED HERE TODAY At the altar, our Lord Jesus 

Christ delivers His true body and blood into our mouths.  His gift of body and blood given in, 

with, and under the bread and wine, bestows tremendous benefits.  His body and blood 

forgives our sins, strengthens our faith, binds us to the Lord, and unites us with each other.  

In this is life and salvation.  All members of The Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod have 

publicly confessed this sacred gift and its blessings and so are encouraged to commune. When 

you have examined yourself according to Christ’s bidding (1 Corinthians 11:28), come to His 

Supper rejoicing, just as Jesus asks, knowing that our Lord meets you at His altar with joy.  If 

you are a guest and would like to learn more about the practice of the Lord’s Supper at 

Ascension of Christ, or if you are uncertain about whether you should receive the Lord’s 

Supper, please speak with Pastor Grams before communing for the first time. 

THE LITURGY FOR THE SECOND SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY The Lord persists. He 

speaks, we listen; by faith, we are able to respond. Samuel is roused f om his sleep repeatedly 

and is finally encouraged to respond, “Speak. Lord, for Your servant hears.” Jesus bids Philip 

to follow, and he does. Jesus claims to have known Nathanael, and in turn Nathanael confesses 

that Jesus is the Son of God. We, too, can only be responsive to God’s will once we have heard 

His Word and believe. 



+GOD GATHERS US BEFORE HIS HOLY PRESENCE+ 
Please note the  symbol is used to indicate a sung response. 

PRELUDE 

Please stand at the sound of the chimes 

+GOD GATHERS US BEFORE HIS HOLY PRESENCE+ 
INVOCATION 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

EXHORTATION 

P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto 

God our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us 

forgiveness. 

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 

P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 

C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 

Kneel/Stand Silence for reflection on God's Word and for self-examination. 

CONFESSION OF SINS 

P O almighty God, merciful Father, 

C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with 

which I have ever offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal 

punishment. But I am heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and 

I pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter 

sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and 

merciful to me, a poor, sinful being. 

ABSOLUTION 

P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained 

servant of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead 

and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins in the 

name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

  



INTROIT Psalm 40:1–5; antiphon: vv. 10a, b 

 
I have not hidden your deliverance with- | in my heart;* 

I have spoken of your faithfulness and your sal- | vation; 

I waited patiently | for the Lord;* 

he inclined to me and | heard my cry. 

He drew me up from the pit of destruction, out of the | miry bog,* 

and set my feet upon a rock, making my | steps secure. 

He put a new song in my mouth, a song of praise | to our God.* 

Many will see and fear, and put their trust | in the Lord. 

Blessèd is the man who makes the | Lord his trust,* 

who does not turn to the proud, to those who go astray af- | ter a lie! 

You have multiplied, O Lord my God, your wondrous deeds and your thoughts 

toward us; none can com- | pare with you!* 

I will proclaim and tell of them, yet they are more than | can be told. 

Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* 

and to the Holy | Spirit; 

as it was in the be- | ginning,* 

is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 

I have not hidden your deliverance with- | in my heart;* 

I have spoken of your faithfulness and your sal- | vation. 

KYRIE 

 

 

GLORIA IN EXCELSIS  

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



COLLECT OF THE DAY 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And with your spirit. 

P Let us pray. Almighty and everlasting God, who governs all things in heaven and 

on earth, mercifully hear the prayers of Your people and grant us Your peace 

through all our days; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and 

reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

Sit 

CHOIR ANTHEM Now Thank We All Our God 

+GOD SPEAKS TO US IN HIS WORD+ 

OLD TESTAMENT 1 Samuel 3:1-20 

[The Lord calls Samuel.]
1The young man Samuel was 

ministering to the Lord under Eli. And 

the word of the Lord was rare in those 

days; there was no frequent vision. 
2At that time Eli, whose eyesight had 

begun to grow dim so that he could not 

see, was lying down in his own place. 
3The lamp of God had not yet gone out, 

and Samuel was lying down in the 

temple of the Lord, where the ark of God 

was. 4Then the Lord called Samuel, and 

he said, “Here I am!” 5and ran to Eli and 

said, “Here I am, for you called me.” But 

he said, “I did not call; lie down again.” 

So he went and lay down. 6And the Lord 

called again, “Samuel!” and Samuel 

arose and went to Eli and said, “Here I 

am, for you called me.” But he said, “I 

did not call, my son; lie down again.” 
7Now Samuel did not yet know the Lord, 

and the word of the Lord had not yet 

been revealed to him. 8And the Lord 

called Samuel again the third time. And 

he arose and went to Eli and said, “Here 

I am, for you called me.” Then Eli 

perceived that the Lord was calling the 

young man. 9Therefore Eli said to 

Samuel, “Go, lie down, and if he calls 

you, you shall say, ‘Speak, Lord, for your 

servant hears.’” So Samuel went and lay 

down in his place. 10And the Lord came 

and stood, calling as at other times, 

“Samuel! Samuel!” And Samuel said, 

“Speak, for your servant hears.” 11Then 

the Lord said to Samuel, “Behold, I am 

about to do a thing in Israel at which the 

two ears of everyone who hears it will 

tingle. 12On that day I will fulfill against 

Eli all that I have spoken concerning his 

house, from beginning to end. 13And I 

declare to him that I am about to punish 

his house forever, for the iniquity that he 



knew, because his sons were 

blaspheming God, and he did not 

restrain them. 14Therefore I swear to the 

house of Eli that the iniquity of Eli’s 

house shall not be atoned for by sacrifice 

or offering forever.” 15Samuel lay until 

morning; then he opened the doors of the 

house of the Lord. And Samuel was 

afraid to tell the vision to Eli. 16But Eli 

called Samuel and said, “Samuel, my 

son.” And he said, “Here I am.” 17And Eli 

said, “What was it that he told you? Do 

not hide it from me. May God do so to 

you and more also if you hide anything 

from me of all that he told you.” 18So 

Samuel told him everything and hid 

nothing from him. And he said, “It is the 

Lord. Let him do what seems good to 

him.” 19And Samuel grew, and the Lord 

was with him and let none of his words 

fall to the ground. 20And all Israel from 

Dan to Beersheba knew that Samuel was 

established as a prophet of the Lord. 

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God.

EPISTLE 1 Corinthians 6:12-20 

[“You are not your own; you were bought at a price.”]
12“All things are lawful for me,” but 

not all things are helpful. “All things are 

lawful for me,” but I will not be enslaved 

by anything. 13“Food is meant for the 

stomach and the stomach for food”—and 

God will destroy both one and the other. 

The body is not meant for sexual 

immorality, but for the Lord, and the 

Lord for the body. 14And God raised the 

Lord and will also raise us up by his 

power. 15Do you not know that your 

bodies are members of Christ? Shall I 

then take the members of Christ and 

make them members of a prostitute? 

Never! 16Or do you not know that he who 

is joined to a prostitute becomes one 

body with her? For, as it is written, “The 

two will become one flesh.” 17But he who 

is joined to the Lord becomes one spirit 

with him. 
18Flee from sexual immorality. Every 

other sin a person commits is outside the 

body, but the sexually immoral person 

sins against his own body. 19Or do you 

not know that your body is a temple of 

the Holy Spirit within you, whom you 

have from God? You are not your own, 
20for you were bought with a price. So 

glorify God in your body. 

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God.

  



Stand 

ALLELUIA & VERSE 

 

You are my servant, Israel, in whom I will be glorified. 

 

HOLY GOSPEL John 1:43-51 

[The calling of Philip and Nathanael] 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the first chapter. 

C Glory be to You, O Lord.   

43The next day Jesus decided to go to 

Galilee. He found Philip and said to him, 

“Follow me.” 44Now Philip was from 

Bethsaida, the city of Andrew and Peter. 
45Philip found Nathanael and said to 

him, “We have found him of whom 

Moses in the Law and also the prophets 

wrote, Jesus of Nazareth, the son of 

Joseph.” 46Nathanael said to him, “Can 

anything good come out of Nazareth?” 

Philip said to him, “Come and see.” 
47Jesus saw Nathanael coming toward 

him and said of him, “Behold, an Israelite 

indeed, in whom there is no deceit!” 
48Nathanael said to him, “How do you 

know me?” Jesus answered him, “Before 

Philip called you, when you were under 

the fig tree, I saw you.” 49Nathanael 

answered him, “Rabbi, you are the Son of 

God! You are the King of Israel!” 50Jesus 

answered him, “Because I said to you, ‘I 

saw you under the fig tree,’ do you 

believe? You will see greater things than 

these.” 51And he said to him, “Truly, 

truly, I say to you, you will see heaven 

opened, and the angels of God ascending 

and descending on the Son of Man.” 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise be to You, O Christ

  



NICENE CREED 

C I believe in one God, 

     the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth 

          and of all things visible and invisible. 

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 

     the only-begotten Son of God, 

     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 

     God of God, Light of Light, 

     very God of very God, 

     begotten, not made, 

     being of one substance with the Father, 

     by whom all things were made; 

     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 

     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 

     and was made man; 

     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 

     He suffered and was buried. 

     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 

          and ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 

     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 

     whose kingdom will have no end. 

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the Lord and giver of life, 

     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, 

     who spoke by the prophets. 

     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 

     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 

     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 

     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 

  



Sit 

HYMN OF THE DAY THE ONLY SON FROM HEAVEN LSB 402 

 

 

 

 
Tune and text: Public domain 

 

SERMON 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

+GOD RECEIVES OUR PRAYERS AND OFFERINGS+ 

Kneel/Stand 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

Sit 

OFFERING 

 

 



Stand 

OFFERTORY 

 

 

 

 

 
 

+GOD GIVES US A FORETASTE OF THE FEAST TO COME+ 

PREFACE 

 

 

 

 
 



 

 

PROPER PREFACE 

SANCTUS 

 

 

 

 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD 

PAX DOMINI  

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C Amen. 

 

 



AGNUS DEI   

 

 

 

 

 
Sit 

DISTRIBUTION OF HOLY COMMUNION 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



DISTRIBUTION HYMN THE CHURCH’S ONE FOUNDATION LSB 644 

 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



DISTRIBUTION HYMN SONGS OF THANKFULNESS AND PRAISE LSB 394 

 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 

  



DISTRIBUTION HYMN JESUS HAS COME AND BRINGS PLEASURE LSB 533 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: © 1982 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002436 
Tune: Public domain 

  



Stand 

DISMISSAL 

P The true body and precious blood of the Lord and Savior Jesus Christ strengthen 

you in body and soul to life everlasting.  Depart in peace. 

C Amen. 

NUNC DIMITTIS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  



THANKSGIVING AND POST COMMUNION PRAYER 

P O give thanks unto the Lord, for He is good, 

C and His mercy endures forever. 

P Let us pray. We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us 

through this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would 

strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and fervent love toward one 

another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You 

and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

+GOD BLESSES US AND SENDS US FORTH TO SERVE+ 

SALUTATION AND BENEDICAMUS 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And with your spirit. 

P Bless we the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

BENEDICTION 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord lift His countenance upon you and T give you peace. 

C Amen. Amen. Amen 

  



CLOSING HYMN SPREAD THE REIGN OF GOD THE LORD LSB 830 

 

 
 

5 Enter, mighty Word, the field; 

Ripe the promise of its yield. 

But the reapers, oh, how few 

For the work there is to do! 

 

6 Lord of harvest, great and kind, 

Rouse to action heart and mind; 

Let the gath’ring nations all 

See Your light and heed Your call. 

Text and tune: Public domain 

+GLORY BE TO GOD ALONE+ 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 


