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+IN THE NAME OF JESUS+
WELCOME to the Divine Service at Ascension of Christ! We pray that you will be richly blessed
by God as you hear His Word, receive His gifts and worship Him with your prayer and praise!
TO OUR GUESTS Welcome, we are glad that you have chosen to worship with us this morning.
Please don’t hesitate to ask an usher or a greeter if you have any questions. Be sure to introduce
yourself to our Pastor. We invite you to consider Ascension of Christ if you are looking for a church
home. During the pandemic we gather every Sunday morning at 9:15 & 11:00 for the Divine
Service.
CHILDREN AT ASCENSION At Ascension, we want you to feel at home. First, please relax and
enjoy your time here. Jesus knows that children tend to wiggle and squawk a bit, so please don’t
feel embarrassed by it. Your children are welcome here! To make it easier on your family, please
dare to sit closer to the front where your children can easily see what’s going on, note the colors,
watch the pastors, wonder about those heads on the pulpit, and embrace the action at the altar.
What Jesus does here is for them, too! As we go through the Divine Service, encourage them to
join in on their parts: Amen! Lord have mercy. And with your spirit. I believe! Our Father! And please
be sure to sing and pray your parts too! Children learn by following your lead. There are some
busy bags in the back of the church for you and if you must take your children out of the church,
please hurry back!
THE LORD’S SUPPER IS JOYFULLY RECEIVED HERE TODAY At the altar, our Lord Jesus
Christ delivers His true body and blood into our mouths. His gift of body and blood given in,
with, and under the bread and wine, bestows tremendous benefits. His body and blood forgives
our sins, strengthens our faith, binds us to the Lord, and unites us with each other. In this is life
and salvation. All members of The Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod have publicly confessed this
sacred gift and its blessings and so are encouraged to commune. When you have examined yourself
according to Christ’s bidding (1 Corinthians 11:28), come to His Supper rejoicing, just as Jesus asks,
knowing that our Lord meets you at His altar with joy. If you are a guest and would like to learn
more about the practice of the Lord’s Supper at Ascension of Christ, or if you are uncertain about
whether you should receive the Lord’s Supper, please speak with Pastor Grams before communing
for the first time.
THE LITURGY FOR THE SIXTH SUNDAY OF EASTER Believers in Christ receive the
forgiveness of sins through His name. As baptized believers, we are called to love one another,
clinging to God’s promises and bound by His commands. Our love for God is marked by obedience
to His will. God’s love for us is marked by Christ’s obedience on the cross. In Christ, we have a
faith that grasps, believes, and confesses Him to be the Son of God. This is our victory in
overcoming the world.

+GOD GATHERS US BEFORE HIS HOLY PRESENCE+
Please note the

symbol is used to indicate a sung response.

PRELUDE
Please stand at the sound of the chimes
OPEN HYMN
DEAR CHRISTIANS, ONE AND ALL, REJOICE

Text and tune: Public domain

LSB 556 v 1-5

INVOCATION
P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.
EXHORTATION
P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.
C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins
and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.
Kneel/Stand

Silence for reflection on God's Word and for self-examination.

CONFESSION
P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.
C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We
have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and
by what we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we
have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and
eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk
in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen.
ABSOLUTION
P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake
forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His
authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the
T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.

INTROIT

Psalm 66:1–2, 8–9, 20; antiphon: v. 16

Come and hear, all you who | fear God,*
and I will tell what he has done | for my soul.
Shout for joy to God, | all the earth;*
sing the glory of his name; give to him | glorious praise!
Bless our God, O | peoples;*
let the sound of his | praise be heard,
who has kept our soul among the | living*
and has not let our | feet slip.
Blessèd | be God,*
because he has not rejected my prayer or removed his steadfast | love from
me!
Glory be to the Father and | to the Son*
and to the Holy | Spirit;
as it was in the be- | ginning,*
is now, and will be forever. | Amen.
Come and hear, all you who | fear God,*
and I will tell what he has done | for my soul.
KYRIE
P In peace let us pray to the Lord.
C
Lord, have mercy.
P For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord.
C
Lord, have mercy.
P For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and
for the unity of all let us pray to the Lord.
C
Lord, have mercy.
P For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise let us
pray to the Lord.
C
Lord, have mercy.
P Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.
C
Amen.

HYMN OF PRAISE

THIS IS THE FEAST

SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY
P The Lord be with you.
C
And with your spirit.
P Let us pray. O God, the giver of all that is good, by Your holy inspiration grant
that we may think those things that are right and by Your merciful guiding
accomplish them; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns
with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C
Amen.
Sit
CHOIR ANTHEM

Peace, Peace

+GOD SPEAKS TO US IN HIS WORD+
FIRST READING
Acts 10:34-48
[“God does not show favoritism but accepts men from every nation.”]
34Peter opened his mouth and said:
witnesses, who ate and drank with him
“Truly I understand that God shows no
after he rose from the dead. 42And he
partiality, 35but in every nation anyone
commanded us to preach to the people
who fears him and does what is right is
and to testify that he is the one appointed
36
acceptable to him. As for the word that
by God to be judge of the living and the
he sent to Israel, preaching good news of
dead. 43To him all the prophets bear
peace through Jesus Christ (he is Lord of
witness that everyone who believes in
37
all),
you yourselves know what
him receives forgiveness of sins through
happened
throughout
all
Judea,
his name.”
44While Peter was still saying these
beginning from Galilee after the baptism
that John proclaimed: 38how God
things, the Holy Spirit fell on all who
anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy
heard the word. 45And the believers from
Spirit and with power. He went about
among the circumcised who had come
doing good and healing all who were
with Peter were amazed, because the gift
oppressed by the devil, for God was with
of the Holy Spirit was poured out even
39
him. And we are witnesses of all that he
on the Gentiles. 46For they were hearing
did both in the country of the Jews and in
them speaking in tongues and extolling
Jerusalem. They put him to death by
God. Then Peter declared, 47“Can anyone
40
hanging him on a tree, but God raised
withhold water for baptizing these
him on the third day and made him to
people, who have received the Holy
appear, 41not to all the people but to us
Spirit just as we have?” 48And he
who had been chosen by God as
commanded them to be baptized in the

name of Jesus Christ. Then they asked
him to remain for some days.
EPISTLE

P
C

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
1 John 5:1-8

[“This is the victory that his overcome the world.”]
Everyone who believes that Jesus is
overcomes the world except the one who
the Christ has been born of God, and
believes that Jesus is the Son of God?
6This is he who came by water and
everyone who loves the Father loves
whoever has been born of him. 2By this
blood—Jesus Christ; not by the water
we know that we love the children of
only but by the water and the blood. And
God, when we love God and obey his
the Spirit is the one who testifies, because
3
commandments. For this is the love of
the Spirit is the truth. 7For there are three
God, that we keep his commandments.
that testify: 8the Spirit and the water and
And his commandments are not
the blood; and these three agree.
4
burdensome. For everyone who has
P This is the Word of the Lord.
been born of God overcomes the world.
C Thanks be to God.
And this is the victory that has overcome
the world—our faith. 5Who is it that
1

Stand
ALLELUIA

We know that Christ being raised from the dead will never die again; death no longer has
dominion over him.
In the world you will have tribulation. But take heart; I have overcome the world.

Tune: © 1985 Fintan O’Carroll and Christopher Walker, admin. OCP Publications. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002436

HOLY GOSPEL

John 15:9-17
[“If you obey My commands, you will remain in My love.”]

P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the 15th chapter.
C
Glory to You, O Lord.
9[Jesus said:] “As the Father has loved
someone lays down his life for his
me, so have I loved you. Abide in my
friends. 14You are my friends if you do
love. 10If you keep my commandments,
what I command you. 15No longer do I
you will abide in my love, just as I have
call you servants, for the servant does not
kept my Father’s commandments and
know what his master is doing; but I
11
abide in his love. These things I have
have called you friends, for all that I have
spoken to you, that my joy may be in
heard from my Father I have made
you, and that your joy may be full.
known to you. 16You did not choose me,
12“This is my commandment, that
but I chose you and appointed you that
you love one another as I have loved you.
you should go and bear fruit and that
13Greater love has no one than this, that
your fruit should abide, so that whatever

you ask the Father in my name, he may
give it to you. 17These things I command
you, so that you will love one another.”

P
C

This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.

NICENE CREED
C

I believe in one God,
the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth
and of all things visible and invisible.
And in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the only-begotten Son of God,
begotten of His Father before all worlds,
God of God, Light of Light,
very God of very God,
begotten, not made,
being of one substance with the Father,
by whom all things were made;
who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven
and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary
and was made man;
and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.
He suffered and was buried.
And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures
and ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of the Father.
And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead,
whose kingdom will have no end.
And I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord and giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified,
who spoke by the prophets.
And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,
I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,
and I look for the resurrection of the dead
and the life T of the world to come. Amen.

Sit
HYMN OF THE DAY DEAR CHRISTIANS, ONE AND ALL, REJOICE LSB 556 v 6-10

Text and tune: Public domain

SERMON

+GOD RECEIVES OUR PRAYERS & OFFERINGS+
ANNOUNCEMENTS
Stand/Kneel
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
Sit
ORGAN VOLUNTARY

Stand
OFFERTORY

+GOD GIVES A FORETASTE OF THE FEAST TO COME+
PREFACE

C And

with

your

spirit.

PROPER PREFACE
SANCTUS

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING
THE WORDS OF OUR LORD
THE PROCLAMATION OF CHRIST
P As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death
until He comes.
C Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.
LORD'S PRAYER
P O Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, in giving us Your body and blood to
eat and to drink, You lead us to remember and confess Your holy cross and
passion, Your blessed death, Your rest in the tomb, Your resurrection from the
dead, Your ascension into heaven, and Your coming for the final judgment. So
remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray…

PAX DOMINI
P The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C
Amen.
AGNUS DEI

Sit
DISTRIBUTION OF HOLY COMMUNION

DISTRIBUTION HYMN

Tune and text: Public domain

WHAT A FRIEND WE HAVE IN JESUS

LSB 770

DISTRIBUTION HYMN

Tune and text: Public domain

LOVE DIVINE, ALL LOVES EXCELLING

LSB 700

DISTRIBUTION HYMN

WATER, BLOOD, AND SPIRIT CRYING

LSB 597

Tune: © 2003 Jeffrey N. Blersch. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002436
Text: © 1999 Stephen P. Starke, admin. Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002436

Stand
DISMISSAL
P The true body and precious blood of the Lord and Savior Jesus Christ strengthen
you in body and soul to life everlasting. Depart in peace.
C Amen.

POST COMMUNION CANTICLE

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER
P Let us pray. Almighty God, you have overcome death through your Son Jesus
Christ, and have opened for us the gate to eternal life. As you have given us the
benefits of his death and resurrection in this sacrament, help us continually to
bring them to good effect in our lives; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C Amen.

+GOD BLESSES US AND SENDS US FORTH TO SERVE+
BENEDICTION
P The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace.
C
Amen.

CLOSING HYMN

NOW THANK WE ALL OUR GOD

Text and tune: Public domain

+TO GOD ALONE BE GLORY+

LSB 895

