Ascension of Christ Lutheran Church
16935 W. 14 Mile Road, Beverly Hills, Michigan 48025
Phone: 248.644.8890 Web: www.ascensionofchrist.org
The Reverend Daniel E. Grams, Pastor
A member congregation of The English District of
The Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod

The Ascension of Our Lord
Thursday, May 13th A.D. 2021

+IN THE NAME OF JESUS+
WELCOME to the Divine Service at Ascension of Christ! We pray that you will be richly blessed
by God as you hear His Word, receive His gifts and worship Him with your prayer and praise!
TO OUR GUESTS Welcome, we are glad that you have chosen to worship with us this morning.
Please don’t hesitate to ask an usher or a greeter if you have any questions. Be sure to introduce
yourself to our Pastor. We invite you to consider Ascension of Christ if you are looking for a church
home. During the pandemic we gather every Sunday morning at 9:15 & 11:00 for the Divine
Service.
CHILDREN AT ASCENSION At Ascension, we want you to feel at home. First, please relax and
enjoy your time here. Jesus knows that children tend to wiggle and squawk a bit, so please don’t
feel embarrassed by it. Your children are welcome here! To make it easier on your family, please
dare to sit closer to the front where your children can easily see what’s going on, note the colors,
watch the pastors, wonder about those heads on the lectern, and embrace the action at the altar.
What Jesus does here is for them, too! As we go through the Divine Service, encourage them to
join in on their parts: Amen! Lord have mercy. And with your spirit. I believe! Our Father! And please
be sure to sing and pray your parts too! Children learn by following your lead. There are some
busy bags in the back of the church for you and if you must take your children out of the church,
please hurry back!
THE LORD’S SUPPER IS JOYFULLY RECEIVED HERE TODAY At the altar, our Lord Jesus
Christ delivers His true body and blood into our mouths. His gift of body and blood given in,
with, and under the bread and wine, bestows tremendous benefits. His body and blood forgives
our sins, strengthens our faith, binds us to the Lord, and unites us with each other. In this is life
and salvation. All members of The Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod have publicly confessed this
sacred gift and its blessings and so are encouraged to commune. When you have examined yourself
according to Christ’s bidding (1 Corinthians 11:28), come to His Supper rejoicing, just as Jesus asks,
knowing that our Lord meets you at His altar with joy. If you are a guest and would like to learn
more about the practice of the Lord’s Supper at Ascension of Christ, or if you are uncertain about
whether you should receive the Lord’s Supper, please speak with Pastor Grams before communing
for the first time.
THE LITURGY FOR ASCENSION DAY Jesus promises to release the power of the Holy Spirit
that will sustain the Church as she magnifies the name of Christ, in all wisdom, knowledge, and
enlightenment. Today, the Church honors Jesus’ ascent into the heavenly realms. In His absence
from us, we shall be comforted and sustained by the Spirit of God. In our waiting for Christ’s
return, we boldly proclaim repentance and the forgiveness of sins to all nations.
FLOWERS ON THE ALTAR The Altar Flowers are sponsored by Allen Kerkes with thanksgiving
to God on the occasion of his baptismal anniversary.

+GOD GATHERS US BEFORE HIS HOLY PRESENCE+
Please note the

symbol is used to indicate a sung response.

PRELUDE
Please stand and face the Processional Cross at the sound of the chimes
PROCESSIONAL HYMN
A HYMN OF GLORY LET US SING
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Be now our joy on earth, O Lord,
And be our future great reward.
Alleluia, alleluia!
Then, throned with You forever, we
Shall praise Your name eternally.
Alleluia, alleluia!
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!
O risen Christ, ascended Lord,
All praise to You let earth accord:
Alleluia, alleluia!
You are, while endless ages run,
With Father and with Spirit one.
Alleluia, alleluia!
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!

Text: © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002436

INVOCATION
P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.
EXHORTATION
P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.
C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins
and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.
Kneel/Stand

Silence for reflection on God's Word and for self-examination.

CONFESSION
P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.
C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We
have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and
by what we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we
have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and
eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk
in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen.
ABSOLUTION
P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake
forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His
authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the
T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.

INTROIT

Psalm 110:1, 4–5; antiphon: Psalm 47:5

God has gone up | with a shout,*
the LORD with the sound of a | trumpet.
The LORD says to my Lord: “Sit at my | right hand,*
until I make your enemies your | footstool.”
The LORD has sworn and will not | change his mind,*
“You are a priest forever after the order of Mel- | chizedek.”
The Lord is at your | right hand;*
he will shatter kings on the day | of his wrath.
Glory be to the Father and | to the Son*
and to the Holy | Spirit;
as it was in the be- | ginning,*
is now, and will be forever. | Amen.
God has gone up | with a shout,*
the LORD with the sound of a |trumpet.
KYRIE
P In peace let us pray to the Lord.
C
Lord, have mercy.
P For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord.
C
Lord, have mercy.
P For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for
the unity of all let us pray to the Lord.
C
Lord, have mercy.
P For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise let us pray to
the Lord.
C
Lord, have mercy.
P Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.
C
Amen.

HYMN OF PRAISE

THIS IS THE FEAST

SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY
P The Lord be with you.
C
And with your spirit.
P Let us pray. Almighty God, as Your only-begotten Son, our Lord Jesus Christ,
ascended into the heavens, so may we also ascend in heart and mind and
continually dwell there with Him, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C
Amen.

Sit
CHOIR ANTHEM

Awake My Soul

+GOD SPEAKS TO US IN HIS WORD+
FIRST READING

Acts 1:1-11
[The ascension of Jesus recalled by Luke]

In the first book, O Theophilus, I have
dealt with all that Jesus began to do and
teach, 2until the day when he was taken up,
after he had given commands through the
Holy Spirit to the apostles whom he had
chosen. 3To them he presented himself alive
after his suffering by many proofs, appearing
to them during forty days and speaking
about the kingdom of God. 4And while
staying with them he ordered them not to
depart from Jerusalem, but to wait for the
promise of the Father, which, he said, “you
heard from me; 5for John baptized with
water, but you will be baptized with the Holy
Spirit not many days from now.” 6So when
they had come together, they asked him,
“Lord, will you at this time restore the
kingdom to Israel?” 7He said to them, “It is
1

not for you to know times or seasons that the
Father has fixed by his own authority. 8But
you will receive power when the Holy Spirit
has come upon you, and you will be my
witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and
Samaria, and to the end of the earth.” 9And
when he had said these things, as they were
looking on, he was lifted up, and a cloud took
him out of their sight. 10And while they were
gazing into heaven as he went, behold, two
men stood by them in white robes, 11and said,
“Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking
into heaven? This Jesus, who was taken up
from you into heaven, will come in the same
way as you saw him go into heaven.”

P
C

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

EPISTLE

Ephesians 1:15-23
[God has appointed Jesus head over the Church.]

For this reason, because I have heard of
your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love
toward all the saints, 16I do not cease to give
thanks for you, remembering you in my
prayers, 17that the God of our Lord Jesus
Christ, the Father of glory, may give you a
spirit of wisdom and of revelation in the
knowledge of him, 18having the eyes of your
hearts enlightened, that you may know what
is the hope to which he has called you, what
are the riches of his glorious inheritance in
the saints, 19and what is the immeasurable
greatness of his power toward us who
15

believe, according to the working of his great
might 20that he worked in Christ when he
raised him from the dead and seated him at
his right hand in the heavenly places, 21far
above all rule and authority and power and
dominion, and above every name that is
named, not only in this age but also in the one
to come. 22And he put all things under his feet
and gave him as head over all things to the
church, 23which is his body, the fullness of
him who fills all in all.

P
C

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Stand
ALLELUIA

We know that Christ being raised from the dead will never die again;
death no longer has dominion over him.
Behold, I am with you always, to the end of the age.

Tune: © 1985 Fintan O’Carroll and Christopher Walker, admin. OCP Publications. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002436

HOLY GOSPEL

Luke 24:44-53
[The ascension of Jesus]

P
C

The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the 24th chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord.

Then he said to them, “These are my
words that I spoke to you while I was still
with you, that everything written about me
in the Law of Moses and the Prophets and the
Psalms must be fulfilled.” 45Then he opened
their minds to understand the Scriptures,
46and said to them, “Thus it is written, that
the Christ should suffer and on the third day
rise from the dead, 47and that repentance and
forgiveness of sins should be proclaimed in
his name to all nations, beginning from
Jerusalem. 48You are witnesses of these
things. 49And behold, I am sending the
44

promise of my Father upon you. But stay in
the city until you are clothed with power
from on high.” 50Then he led them out as far
as Bethany, and lifting up his hands he
blessed them. 51While he blessed them, he
parted from them and was carried up into
heaven. 52And they worshiped him and
returned to Jerusalem with great joy, 53and
were continually in the temple blessing God.

P
C

This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.

(After the Gospel reading, the Paschal Candle is extinguished)
NICENE CREED
C I believe in one God,
the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth
and of all things visible and invisible.
And in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the only-begotten Son of God,
begotten of His Father before all worlds,
God of God, Light of Light,
very God of very God,
begotten, not made,
being of one substance with the Father,
by whom all things were made;
who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven
and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary
and was made man;
and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.
He suffered and was buried.
And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures
and ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of the Father.
And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead,
whose kingdom will have no end.
And I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord and giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified,
who spoke by the prophets.
And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,
I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,
and I look for the resurrection of the dead
and the life T of the world to come. Amen.

Sit
HYMN OF THE DAY

Text and tune: Public domain

SERMON

SEE, THE LORD ASCENDS IN TRIUMPH
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+GOD RECEIVES OUR PRAYERS & OFFERINGS+
Stand/Kneel
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
Sit
OFFERTORY HYMN

UP THROUGH ENDLESS RANKS OF ANGELS
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Tune: © 1973 Henry V. Gerike. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002436
Text: © 1974 Augsburg Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002436

+GOD GIVES A FORETASTE OF THE FEAST TO COME+
PREFACE
P The Lord be with you
C
And with your spirit.
P Lift up your hearts.
C
We lift them to the Lord.
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C
It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

PROPER PREFACE
SANCTUS

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING
THE WORDS OF OUR LORD
THE PROCLAMATION OF CHRIST
P As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death
until He comes.
C Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.
LORD'S PRAYER
P O Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, in giving us Your body and blood to
eat and to drink, You lead us to remember and confess Your holy cross and
passion, Your blessed death, Your rest in the tomb, Your resurrection from the
dead, Your ascension into heaven, and Your coming for the final judgment. So
remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray…
PAX DOMINI
P The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C
Amen.

AGNUS DEI

Sit
DISTRIBUTION OF HOLY COMMUNION
DISTRIBUTION HYMN

DRAW US TO THEE

LSB 701

DISTRIBUTION HYMN

ALLELUIA! SING TO JESUS

LSB 821

Stand
DISMISSAL
P The true body and precious blood of the Lord and Savior Jesus Christ strengthen
you in body and soul to life everlasting. Depart in peace.
C Amen.
POST COMMUNION CANTICLE

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER
P God our Father, you have raised our humanity in Christ and have fed us with the
bread of heaven: mercifully grant that, nourished with such spiritual blessings, we
may set our hearts in the heavenly places; through the same Jesus Christ our Lord
who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit one God now and forever.
C
Amen.

+GOD BLESSES US AND SENDS US FORTH TO SERVE+
BENEDICTION
P The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace.
C
Amen.
CLOSING HYMN

CROWN HIM WITH MANY CROWNS

Tune and text: Public domain

+TO GOD ALONE BE GLORY+
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