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+IN THE NAME OF JESUS+ 
WELCOME to the Divine Service at Ascension of Christ! We pray that you will be richly blessed 

by God as you hear His Word, receive His gifts and worship Him with your prayer and praise! 

TO OUR GUESTS Welcome, we are glad that you have chosen to worship with us this morning. 

Please don’t hesitate to ask an usher or a greeter if you have any questions. Be sure to introduce 

yourself to our Pastor. We invite you to consider Ascension of Christ if you are looking for a church 

home. We gather every Sunday morning for The Christian Family Education Hour at 9:00 am followed 

by the Divine Service at 10:15 am. 

CHILDREN AT ASCENSION At Ascension, we want you to feel at home. First, please relax and 

enjoy your time here. Jesus knows that children tend to wiggle and squawk a bit, so please don’t 

feel embarrassed by it. Your children are welcome here! To make it easier on your family, please 

dare to sit closer to the front where your children can easily see what’s going on, note the colors, 

watch the pastors, wonder about those heads on the lectern, and embrace the action at the altar.  

What Jesus does here is for them, too! As we go through the Divine Service, encourage them to join 

in on their parts: Amen! Lord have mercy. And with your spirit. I believe! Our Father!  And please be 

sure to sing and pray your parts too! Children learn by following your lead. There are some busy 

bags in the back of the church for you and if you must take your children out of the church, please 

hurry back! 

THE LORD’S SUPPER IS JOYFULLY RECEIVED HERE TODAY At the altar, our Lord Jesus 

Christ delivers His true body and blood into our mouths.  His gift of body and blood given in, 

with, and under the bread and wine, bestows tremendous benefits.  His body and blood forgives 

our sins, strengthens our faith, binds us to the Lord, and unites us with each other.  In this is life 

and salvation.  All members of The Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod have publicly confessed this 

sacred gift and its blessings and so are encouraged to commune. When you have examined yourself 

according to Christ’s bidding (1 Corinthians 11:28), come to His Supper rejoicing, just as Jesus asks, 

knowing that our Lord meets you at His altar with joy.  If you are a guest and would like to learn 

more about the practice of the Lord’s Supper at Ascension of Christ, or if you are uncertain about 

whether you should receive the Lord’s Supper, please speak with Pastor Grams before communing 

for the first time. 

THE LITURGY FOR THE SECOND SUNDAY IN ADVENT Divine judgment is swift and 

decisive! In time, the Lord is sure to obliterate all opposition to what is good and right. In spite of 

this conflict, divine grace in Jesus fortifies the Church in prayer, partnership, good works, affection, 

love, discernment, and excellence. God’s Word and Sacraments continuously equip the forgiven 

and forgiving Church to be vigilant about the coming wrath, but also to be generous in bearing 

fruits of repentance as we await the salvation of God. 



+GOD GATHERS US BEFORE HIS HOLY PRESENCE+ 
Please note the  symbol is used to indicate a sung response. 

PRELUDE 

Please stand at the sound of the chimes 

OPENING HYMN ON JORDAN’S BANK THE BAPTIST’S CRY LSB 344 

INVOCATION 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

EXHORTATION 

P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 

C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins 

and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

Kneel/Stand Silent reflection upon God’s Word 

CONFESSION OF SINS 

P Almighty God, our maker and redeemer, we poor sinners confess unto You that we 

are by nature sinful and unclean and that we have sinned against You by thought, 

word, and deed. Wherefore we flee for refuge to Your infinite mercy, seeking and 

imploring Your grace for the sake of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

C O most merciful God, who has given Your only-begotten Son to die for us, have 

mercy upon us and for His sake grant us remission of all our sins; and by Your Holy 

Spirit increase in us true knowledge of You and of Your will and true obedience to 

Your Word, to the end that by Your grace we may come to everlasting life; through 

Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 

DECLARATION OF GRACE 

P In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for His sake 

God forgives us all our sins. To those who believe in Jesus Christ He gives the power 

to become the children of God and bestows on them the Holy Spirit. May the Lord, 

who has begun this good work in us, bring it to completion in the day of our Lord 

Jesus Christ. 

C Amen. 

  



INTROIT Psalm 81:8, 10–11, 13; antiphon: Luke 3:4b 

 
Antiphon 

The voice of one crying in the | wilderness:* 

“Prepare the way of the Lord, make his | paths straight.” 

Psalm 

Hear, O my people, while I ad- | monish you!* 

O Israel, if you would but lis- | ten to me! 

I am the LORD your God, who brought you up out of the land of | Egypt.* 

Open your mouth wide, and I will | fill it. 

But my people did not listen | to my voice;* 

Israel would not sub- | mit to me. 

Oh, that my people would lis- | ten to me,* 

that Israel would walk | in my ways! 

Gloria Patri 

Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* 

and to the Holy | Spirit; 

as it was in the be- | ginning,* 

is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 

Antiphon 

The voice of one crying in the | wilderness:* 

“Prepare the way of the Lord, make his | paths straight.” 

KYRIE 

P In peace let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God,  

and for the unity of all let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise  

let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 

C Amen. 



SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And with your spirit.  

P Let us pray. Stir up our hearts, O Lord, to make ready the way of Your only-

begotten Son, that by His coming we may be enabled to serve You with pure 

minds; through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You 

and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

Sit 

+GOD SPEAKS TO US IN HIS WORD+ 

OLD TESTAMENT Malachi 3:1-7 

[“Who can endure the day of His coming?”]
1“Behold, I send my messenger and 

he will prepare the way before me. And 

the Lord whom you seek will suddenly 

come to his temple; and the messenger of 

the covenant in whom you delight, 

behold, he is coming, says the Lord of 

hosts. 2But who can endure the day of his 

coming, and who can stand when he 

appears? For he is like a refiner’s fire and 

like fullers’ soap. 3He will sit as a refiner 

and purifier of silver, and he will purify 

the sons of Levi and refine them like gold 

and silver, and they will bring offerings 

in righteousness to the Lord. 4Then the 

offering of Judah and Jerusalem will be 

pleasing to the Lord as in the days of old 

and as in former years. 

5“Then I will draw near to you for 

judgment. I will be a swift witness 

against the sorcerers, against the 

adulterers, against those who swear 

falsely, against those who oppress the 

hired worker in his wages, the widow 

and the fatherless, against those who 

thrust aside the sojourner, and do not 

fear me, says the Lord of hosts. 
6“For I the Lord do not change; 

therefore you, O children of Jacob, are 

not consumed. 7From the days of your 

fathers you have turned aside from my 

statutes and have not kept them.” 

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

CHOIR ANTHEM Come, Jesus, Holy Son of God 

EPISTLE Philippians 1:2-11 

[Discern what is best until the day of Christ.]
2Grace to you and peace from God 

our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 

3I thank my God in all my 

remembrance of you, 4always in every 



prayer of mine for you all making my 

prayer with joy, 5because of your 

partnership in the gospel from the first 

day until now. 6And I am sure of this, 

that he who began a good work in you 

will bring it to completion at the day of 

Jesus Christ. 7It is right for me to feel this 

way about you all, because I hold you in 

my heart, for you are all partakers with 

me of grace, both in my imprisonment 

and in the defense and confirmation of 

the gospel. 8For God is my witness, how 

I yearn for you all with the affection of 

Christ Jesus. 9And it is my prayer that 

your love may abound more and more, 

with knowledge and all discernment, 10so 

that you may approve what is excellent, 

and so be pure and blameless for the day 

of Christ, 11filled with the fruit of 

righteousness that comes through Jesus 

Christ, to the glory and praise of God. 

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God.

Stand 

ALLELUIA AND VERSE Luke 3:4, 6 

 
Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths straight; all flesh shall see the 

salvation of God. Alleluia. 

HOLY GOSPEL Luke 3:1-20 

[John goes into the country preaching a Baptism of repentance.] 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the 3rd chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord.  
1In the fifteenth year of the reign of 

Tiberius Caesar, Pontius Pilate being 

governor of Judea, and Herod being 

tetrarch of Galilee, and his brother Philip 

tetrarch of the region of Ituraea and 

Trachonitis, and Lysanias tetrarch of 

Abilene, 2during the high priesthood of 

Annas and Caiaphas, the word of God 

came to John the son of Zechariah in the 

wilderness. 3And he went into all the 

region around the Jordan, proclaiming a 

baptism of repentance for the forgiveness 

of sins. 4As it is written in the book of the 

words of Isaiah the prophet, “The voice 

of one crying in the wilderness: ‘Prepare 

the way of the Lord, make his paths 

straight. 5Every valley shall be filled, and 

every mountain and hill shall be made 

low,  and the crooked shall become 

straight, and the rough places shall 

become level ways, 6and all flesh shall 

see the salvation of God.’” 
7He said therefore to the crowds that 

came out to be baptized by him, “You 

brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee 

from the wrath to come? 8Bear fruits in 



keeping with repentance. And do not 

begin to say to yourselves, ‘We have 

Abraham as our father.’ For I tell you, 

God is able from these stones to raise up 

children for Abraham. 9Even now the axe 

is laid to the root of the trees. Every tree 

therefore that does not bear good fruit is 

cut down and thrown into the fire.” 
10And the crowds asked him, “What 

then shall we do?” 11And he answered 

them, “Whoever has two tunics is to 

share with him who has none, and 

whoever has food is to do likewise.” 
12Tax collectors also came to be baptized 

and said to him, “Teacher, what shall we 

do?” 13And he said to them, “Collect no 

more than you are authorized to do.” 
14Soldiers also asked him, “And we, what 

shall we do?” And he said to them, “Do 

not extort money from anyone by threats 

or by false accusation, and be content 

with your wages.” 
15As the people were in expectation, 

and all were questioning in their hearts 

concerning John, whether he might be 

the Christ, 16John answered them all, 

saying, “I baptize you with water, but he 

who is mightier than I is coming, the 

strap of whose sandals I am not worthy 

to untie. He will baptize you with the 

Holy Spirit and with fire. 17His 

winnowing fork is in his hand, to clear 

his threshing floor and to gather the 

wheat into his barn, but the chaff he will 

burn with unquenchable fire.” 
18So with many other exhortations he 

preached good news to the people. 19But 

Herod the tetrarch, who had been 

reproved by him for Herodias, his 

brother’s wife, and for all the evil things 

that Herod had done, 20added this to 

them all, that he locked up John in 

prison. 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ.

APOSTLES’ CREED (Back Cover of Hymnal) 

Sit 

HYMN OF THE DAY HERALD, SOUND THE NOTE OF JUDGMENT LSB 511 

SERMON 

+GOD RECEIVES OUR PRAYERS & OFFERINGS+ 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Kneel/Stand 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

Sit 

OFFERING 



Stand 

OFFERTORY 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  



+GOD GIVES US A FORETASTE OF THE FEAST TO COME+ 

PREFACE  

 

 
 C     And with your spirit. 

 

 

 

 

PROPER PREFACE 

SANCTUS  

 

 

 

 



 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 

LORD'S PRAYER  

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD 

PAX DOMINI  

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C Amen. 

AGNUS DEI 

 

 

 

 

 

Sit 

DISTRIBUTION OF HOLY COMMUNION 

Guests: please read our statement concerning the Lord’s Supper at the front of the worship folder. 

DISTRIBUTION HYMNS 

 WHEN ALL THE WORLD WAS CURSED LSB 346 

 THE NIGHT WILL SOOM BE ENDING LSB 337 

 ONCE HE CAME IN BLESSING LSB 333 



Stand 

THE DISMISSAL 

P The true body and precious blood of the Lord and Savior Jesus Christ strengthen 

you in body and soul to life everlasting.  Depart in peace. 

C Amen. 

NUNC DIMITTIS  

 

 

 

 

 

 
  



POST-COMMUNION COLLECT 

P Let us pray. We give you thanks to you almighty God, that You have fed us with 

the very body and blood of Your dear Son, Jesus Christ. We pray that through this 

salutary gift You would graciously strengthen us in faith toward You and fervent 

in love toward one another, so that we may be prepared when He comes again to 

be our Judge, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 

and forever.   

C Amen. 

+GOD BLESSES US AND SENDS US FORTH TO SERVE+ 

BENEDICTION  

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 

CLOSING HYMN PREPARE THE ROYAL HIGHWAY LSB 343 

POSTLUDE 

 

+TO GOD ALONE BE GLORY+ 


