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+GOD GATHERS US BEFORE HIS HOLY PRESENCE+ 
Stand. The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

INVOCATION 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

EXHORTATION  

P I will go to the altar of God, 

C to God my exceeding joy. 

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 

Kneel/Stand Silence for reflection on God's Word and for self-examination. 

CONFESSION & ABSOLUTION 

P Let us confess our sins unto God Almighty. 

C I confess to God Almighty, before the whole company of heaven and to you, 

my brothers and sisters, that I have sinned in thought, word, and deed by my 

fault, by my own fault, by my own most grievous fault; wherefore I pray God 

Almighty to have mercy on me, forgive me all my sins, and bring me to 

everlasting life. Amen. 

P The almighty and merciful Lord grant you pardon, forgiveness, and remission 

of all your sins. 

C Amen. 

INTROIT Luke 1:68, 76–79; antiphon: Malachi 3:1 

Behold, I send my messenger and he will prepare the way be- | fore me.* 

And the Lord whom you seek will suddenly come to his | temple. 

Blessèd be the Lord God of | Israel,* 

for he has visited and redeemed his | people. 

And you, child, will be called the prophet of the | Most High;* 

for you will go before the Lord to pre- | pare his ways, 

to give knowledge of salvation to his | people* 

in the forgiveness | of their sins, 

because of the tender mercy | of our God,* 

whereby the sunrise shall visit us | from on high 

to give light to those who sit in darkness and in the shad- | ow of death,* 

to guide our feet into the | way of peace. 

Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* 



and to the Holy | Spirit; 

as it was in the be- | ginning,* 

is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 

Behold, I send my messenger and he will prepare the way be- | fore me.* 

And the Lord whom you seek will suddenly come to his | temple. 

KYRIE 

A Lord, have mercy. 

C Lord, have mercy. 

A Christ, have mercy. 

C Christ, have mercy. 

A Lord, have mercy. 

C Lord, have mercy. 

GLORIA GLORY TO GOD, WE GIVE YOU THANKS AND PRAISE LSB 946 

 

 

 

 
Text: © 1991 Kevin Mayhew Ltd. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002436 

  



SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY spoken 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And with your spirit. 

P Let us pray Almighty God, through John the Baptist, the forerunner of Christ, 

You once proclaimed salvation. Now grant that we may know this salvation and 

serve You in holiness and righteousness all the days of our life; through our 

Lord Jesus Christ, Your Son, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 

Sit 

+GOD SPEAKS TO US IN HIS WORD+ 

OLD TESTAMENT READING Isaiah 40:1–5 

[Comfort for God’s people.] 

1Comfort, comfort my people, says 

your God. 2Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, 

and cry to her that her warfare is ended, 

that her iniquity is pardoned, that she has 

received from the Lord’s hand double for 

all her sins. 3A voice cries: “In the 

wilderness prepare the way of the Lord; 

make straight in the desert a highway for 

our God. 4Every valley shall be lifted up, 

and every mountain and hill be made low; 

the uneven ground shall become level, and 

the rough places a plain. 5And the glory of 

the Lord shall be revealed, and all flesh 

shall see it together, for the mouth of the 

Lord has spoken.” 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Stand 

ALLELUIA AND VERSE 

 

 
  



HOLY GOSPEL Luke 1:57-80 

[The birth of John the Baptist.] 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke the 1st chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 

57Now the time came for Elizabeth to 

give birth, and she bore a son. 58And her 

neighbors and relatives heard that the Lord 

had shown great mercy to her, and they 

rejoiced with her.  59And on the eighth day 

they came to circumcise the child. And 

they would have called him Zechariah 

after his father, 60but his mother answered, 

“No; he shall be called John.” 61And they 

said to her, “None of your relatives is 

called by this name.”  62And they made 

signs to his father, inquiring what he 

wanted him to be called. 63And he asked for 

a writing tablet and wrote, “His name is 

John.” And they all wondered. 64And 

immediately his mouth was opened and 

his tongue loosed, and he spoke, blessing 

God. 65And fear came on all their 

neighbors. And all these things were talked 

about through all the hill country of Judea, 
66and all who heard them laid them up in 

their hearts, saying, “What then will this 

child be?” For the hand of the Lord was 

with him.67And his father Zechariah was 

filled with the Holy Spirit and prophesied, 

saying, 68“Blessed be the Lord God of 

Israel, for he has visited and redeemed his 

people 69and has raised up a horn of 

salvation for us in the house of his servant 

David, 70as he spoke by the mouth of his 

holy prophets from of old, 71that we should 

be saved from our enemies and from the 

hand of all who hate us; 72to show the 

mercy promised to our fathers and to 

remember his holy covenant, 73the oath 

that he swore to our father Abraham, to 

grant us 74that we, being delivered from the 

hand of our enemies, might serve him 

without fear, 75in holiness and 

righteousness before him all our days. 
76And you, child, will be called the prophet 

of the Most High; for you will go before the 

Lord to prepare his ways, 77to give 

knowledge of salvation to his people in the 

forgiveness of their sins, 78because of the 

tender mercy of our God, whereby the 

sunrise shall visit us from on high 79to give 

light to those who sit in darkness and in the 

shadow of death, to guide our feet into the 

way of peace.” 80And the child grew and 

became strong in spirit, and he was in the 

wilderness until the day of his public 

appearance to Israel. 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 

 

  



APOSTLES’ CREED 

C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth. 

  

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 

     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

     born of the virgin Mary, 

     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

     was crucified, died and was buried. 

     He descended into hell. 

     The third day He rose again from the dead. 

     He ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 

     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 

  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the holy Christian Church, 

          the communion of saints, 

     the forgiveness of sins, 

     the resurrection of the body, 

     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Sit 

HYMN OF THE DAY     SING PRAISE TO THE GOD OF ISRAEL LSB 936 

 

 

 

 
Text: © 1992 Stephen P. Starke, admin. Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002436 
Tune: Public domain 

HOMILY 

+GOD RECEIVES OUR PRAYERS & OFFERINGS+ 

Kneel/Stand 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

L In peace let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

L For the gift of divine peace and of pardon, with all our heart and with all our 

mind, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 



L For the holy Christian Church, here and scattered throughout the world, and for 

the proclamation of the Gospel and the calling of all to faith, let us pray to the 

Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

L For this nation, for our cities and communities, and for the common welfare of 

us all, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

L For seasonable weather and for the fruitfulness of the earth, let us pray to the 

Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

L For those who labor, for those whose work is difficult or dangerous, and for all 

who travel, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

L For all those in need, for the hungry and homeless, for the widowed and 

orphaned, and for all those in prison, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

L For the sick and dying and for all those who care for them, let us pray to the 

Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

L For . . . [additional bids for prayer may be inserted here] . . . let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

L Finally, for these and for all our needs of body and soul, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. Christ, have mercy. Lord, have mercy. 

P O Lord, heavenly Father, we gratefully remember the sufferings and death of 

Your dear Son, Jesus Christ, for our salvation. Rejoicing in His victorious 

resurrection from the dead, we draw strength from His ascension before You, 

where He ever stands for us as our own High Priest. Gather us together from the 

ends of the earth to celebrate with all the faithful the marriage feast of the Lamb 

in His kingdom, which has no end. Graciously receive our prayers, deliver and 

preserve us, for to You alone we give all glory, honor, and worship, Father, Son, 

and Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 

 



+GOD GIVES US A FORETASTE OF THE FEAST TO COME+ 

Stand 

PREFACE 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And with your spirit. 

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord. 

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 

PREFACE & PROPER PREFACE 

P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give 

thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our 

Lord, whose way John the Baptist prepared, proclaiming Him the promised Messiah, 

the very Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world, and calling sinners to 

repentance that they might escape from the wrath to be revealed when He comes 

again in glory. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of 

heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying: 

SANCTUS  

 

 

 

 

 



LORD’S PRAYER 

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD 

PAX DOMINI 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C Amen.  

AGNUS DEI 

 

 

 

 

 

Sit 

DISTRIBUTION OF HOLY COMMUNION 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



DISTRIBUTION HYMN WHEN ALL THE WORLD WAS CURSED LSB 346 

 

 

 

 
Tune: Public domain 
Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002436 

Stand 

DISMISSAL 

P The true body and precious blood of the Lord and Savior Jesus Christ strengthen 

you in body and soul to life everlasting.  Depart in peace. 

C Amen. 

POST-COMMUNION COLLECT 

P Let us pray. We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us 

through this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would 

strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward 

one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with 

You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 



BENEDICTION 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

 The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

 The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace. 

C Amen.  
 

CLOSING HYMN       PREPARE THE ROYAL HIGHWAY             LSB 343 

 

 

 

 

Tune: Public domain 
Text: © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002436 

 

POSTLUDE 

+TO GOD ALONE BE ALL GLORY+ 


