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+IN THE NAME OF JESUS+ 
TO OUR GUESTS  

Welcome, we are so glad that you are here today! While greeters, ushers, and elders are the front 

line of our hospitality, we recognize that making God’s house a home involves the entire 

congregation. Don’t hesitate to check with any of us if you have questions.  Please be sure to 

introduce yourself to our Pastor! We invite you to consider Ascension of Christ if you are looking 

for a church home. 

TO FAMILIES WITH YOUNG CHILDREN  

Jesus knows that children tend to wiggle and squawk a bit, so please don’t feel embarrassed by it.  

Your children are welcome here!  To make it easier on your family, please dare to sit closer to the 

front where your children can easily see what’s going on, note the colors, watch the pastors, 

wonder about those faces on the lectern, and embrace the action at the altar.  What Jesus does here 

is for them, too!  As we go through the Divine Service, encourage them to join in on their parts: 

Amen!  Lord have mercy.  And with your spirit. I believe! Our Father! Holy, Holy, Holy!  And please be 

sure to sing and pray your parts too!  Children learn by following your lead.  There are some busy 

bags in the back of the church for you and if you must take your children out of the church, please 

hurry back!  

SUNDAY SCHOOL  

Children are invited to participate in Sunday school. The children come forward to the altar with 

their teachers at the beginning of the distribution of Holy Communion to receive a blessing before 

being dismissed for their lessons. 

THE LORD’S SUPPER IS JOYFULLY RECEIVED HERE TODAY  

At the altar, our Lord Jesus Christ delivers His true body and blood into our mouths.  His gift of 

body and blood given in, with, and under the bread and wine, bestows tremendous benefits.  His 

body and blood forgives our sins, strengthens our faith, binds us to the Lord, and unites us with 

each other.  In this is life and salvation.  All members of The Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod 

have publicly confessed this sacred gift and its blessings and so are encouraged to commune.  

When you have examined yourself according to Christ’s bidding (1 Corinthians 11:28), come to His 

Supper rejoicing, just as Jesus asks, knowing that our Lord meets you at His altar with joy.  If you 

are a guest and would like to learn more about the practice of the Lord’s Supper at Ascension of 

Christ, or if you are uncertain about whether you should receive the Lord’s Supper, please speak 

with Pastor Grams before communing for the first time. 

THE LITURGY FOR THE FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT The Advent season beckons the Lord 

to rend the heavens and come down, permeating humanity with His almighty incarnation, laying 

waste our sin and unrighteousness. As God’s people, we can do no more than plead for mercy. 

Through the grace of Christ Jesus, we are declared guiltless. Therefore we echo with the myriad of 

saints who eagerly anticipate the coming of Christ, “Blessed is He who comes in the name of the 

Lord.” 



+GOD GATHERS US BEFORE HIS HOLY PRESENCE+ 
Please note the  symbol is used to indicate a sung response. 

PRELUDE 

Please stand at the sound of the chimes 

INVOCATION 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

EXHORTATION   

P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 

C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins 

and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

Kneel/Stand Silent reflection upon God’s Word 

CONFESSION OF SINS 

P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 

C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We 

have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and 

by what we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we 

have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and 

eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. 

Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk 

in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 

DECLARATION OF GRACE 

P In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for His 

sake God forgives us all our sins. To those who believe in Jesus Christ He gives 

the power to become the children of God and bestows on them the Holy Spirit. 

May the Lord, who has begun this good work in us, bring it to completion in the 

day of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

C Amen. 

  



INTROIT Psalm 25:1-3; antiphon: Zechariah 9:9b 

 
Behold, your king is com- | ing to you;* 

righteous and having sal- | vation. 

To you, O Lord, 

I lift up my soul. 

O my God, in you I trust; let me not be put to shame; 

let not my enemies exult over me. 

Indeed, none who wait for you shall be put to shame; 

they shall be ashamed who are wantonly treacherous. 

Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* 

and to the Holy | Spirit; 

as it was in the be- | ginning,* 

is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 

Behold, your king is com- | ing to you;* 

righteous and having sal- | vation. 

KYRIE 

 

 

 

 
  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  



SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And with your spirit.  

P Let us pray. Stir up Your power, O Lord, and come, that by Your protection we 

may be rescued from the threatening perils of our sins and saved by Your mighty 

deliverance; for You live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, 

now and forever. 

C Amen. 

Sit 

+GOD SPEAKS TO US IN HIS WORD+ 

OLD TESTAMENT Isaiah 64:1–9 

[”Oh, that You would rend the heavens and come down.”]
1Oh that you would rend the heavens 

and come down, that the mountains 

might quake at your presence—2 as when 

fire kindles brushwood and the fire 

causes water to boil—to make your name 

known to your adversaries, and that the 

nations might tremble at your presence! 
3When you did awesome things that we 

did not look for, you came down, the 

mountains quaked at your presence. 
4From of old no one has heard or 

perceived by the ear, no eye has seen a 

God besides you, who acts for those who 

wait for him. 5You meet him who joyfully 

works righteousness, those who 

remember you in your ways. Behold, you 

were angry, and we sinned; in our sins 

we have been a long time, and shall we 

be saved? 6We have all become like one 

who is unclean, and all our righteous 

deeds are like a polluted garment. We all 

fade like a leaf, and our iniquities, like 

the wind, take us away. 7There is no one 

who calls upon your name, who rouses 

himself to take hold of you; for you have 

hidden your face from us, and have 

made us melt in the hand of our 

iniquities. 8But now, O Lord, you are our 

Father; we are the clay, and you are our 

potter; we are all the work of your hand. 
9Be not so terribly angry, O Lord, and 

remember not iniquity forever. Behold, 

please look, we are all your people. 

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

  



EPISTLE 1 Corinthians 1:3–9 

[“He will keep you strong to the end.”]
3Grace to you and peace from God 

our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 
4I give thanks to my God always for 

you because of the grace of God that was 

given you in Christ Jesus, 5that in every 

way you were enriched in him in all 

speech and all knowledge—6even as the 

testimony about Christ was confirmed 

among you—7so that you are not lacking 

in any spiritual gift, as you wait for the 

revealing of our Lord Jesus Christ, 8who 

will sustain you to the end, guiltless in 

the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. 9God is 

faithful, by whom you were called into 

the fellowship of his Son, Jesus Christ our 

Lord. 

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God.

Stand 

ALLELUIA & VERSE  Psalm 24:7 

 
Lift up your heads, | O gates!* 

And be lifted up, O ancient doors,  

that the King of glory may come in. | Alleluia. 

HOLY GOSPEL Mark 11: 1-10 

[“Heaven and earth will pass away, but My words will never pass away.”] 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the 11th chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 
1Now when they drew near to 

Jerusalem and came to Bethphage, to the 

Mount of Olives, then Jesus sent two 

disciples, 2saying to them, “Go into the 

village in front of you, and immediately 

you will find a donkey tied, and a colt 

with her. Untie them and bring them to 

me. 3If anyone says anything to you, you 

shall say, ‘The Lord needs them,’ and he 

will send them at once.” 4This took place 

to fulfill what was spoken by the 

prophet, saying, 5“Say to the daughter of 

Zion, ‘Behold, your king is coming to 

you, humble, and mounted on a donkey, 

and on a colt, the foal of a beast of 

burden.’” 6The disciples went and did as 

Jesus had directed them. 7They brought 

the donkey and the colt and put on them 

their cloaks, and he sat on them. 8Most of 

the crowd spread their cloaks on the 

road, and others cut branches from the 

trees and spread them on the road. 9And 

the crowds that went before him and that 

followed him were shouting, “Hosanna 



to the Son of David! Blessed is he who 

comes in the name of the Lord! Hosanna 

in the highest!” 10And when he entered 

Jerusalem, the whole city was stirred up, 

saying, “Who is this?” 11And the crowds 

said, “This is the prophet Jesus, from 

Nazareth of Galilee.” 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ.

APOSTLES’ CREED 

C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth. 

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 

     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

     born of the virgin Mary, 

     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

     was crucified, died and was buried. 

     He descended into hell. 

     The third day He rose again from the dead. 

     He ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 

     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the holy Christian Church, 

          the communion of saints, 

     the forgiveness of sins, 

     the resurrection of the body, 

     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 

  



Sit 

HYMN OF THE DAY           O SAVIOR, REND THE HEAVENS WIDE LSB 355 

 

 

 

 
 

5 O Morning Star, O radiant Sun, 

When will our hearts behold Your dawn? 

O Sun, arise; without Your light 

We grope in gloom and dark of night. 

 

6 Sin’s dreadful doom upon us lies; 

Grim death looms fierce before our eyes. 

O come, lead us with mighty hand 

From exile to our promised land. 

 
7 There shall we all our praises bring 

And sing to You, our Savior King; 

There shall we laud You and adore 

Forever and forevermore. 

Tune: Public domain 
Text: © 1969 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002436 



SERMON 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

+GOD RECEIVES OUR PRAYERS & OFFERINGS+ 

Kneel/Stand 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

Sit 

OFFERING    “Ode to Joy” – Carson Blanski, Piano 

Stand 

OFFERTORY 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



+GOD GIVES US A FORETASTE OF THE FEAST TO COME+ 

PREFACE  

 
    C     And with your spir-  it. 

 

 

 

 

PROPER PREFACE 

SANCTUS 

 

 

 

 



 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 

LORD'S PRAYER  

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD 

PAX DOMINI  

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C Amen. 

AGNUS DEI 

 

 

 

 

 

Sit 

DISTRIBUTION OF HOLY COMMUNION 

 

 

 

 



DISTRIBUTION HYMN           SAVIOR OF THE NATIONS, COME LSB 332 

 

 

 

5 God the Father was His source, 

Back to God He ran His course. 

Into hell His road went down, 

Back then to His throne and crown. 

 

6 For You are the Father’s Son 

Who in flesh the vict’ry won. 

By Your mighty pow’r make whole 

All our ills of flesh and soul. 

 

 

7 From the manger newborn light 

Shines in glory through the night. 

Darkness there no more resides; 

In this light faith now abides. 

 

D 8 Glory to the Father sing, 

Glory to the Son, our king, 

Glory to the Spirit be 

Now and through eternity.

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



DISTRIBUTION HYMN    O LORD, HOW SHALL I MEET YOU LSB 334 

 

 

 

 
 

5 Sin’s debt, that fearful burden, 

    Cannot His love erase; 

Your guilt the Lord will pardon 

    And cover by His grace. 

He comes, for you procuring 

    The peace of sin forgiv’n, 

His children thus securing 

    Eternal life in heav’n. 

 

6 He comes to judge the nations, 

    A terror to His foes, 

A light of consolations 

    And blessèd hope to those 

Who love the Lord’s appearing. 

    O glorious Sun, now come, 

Send forth Your beams so cheering, 

    And guide us safely home. 



DISTRIBUTION HYMN THE ADVENT OF OUR KING             LSB 331 

 

 
 

5 Before the dawning day 

    Let sin’s dark deeds be gone, 

The sinful self be put away, 

    The new self now put on. 

D 6 All glory to the Son, 

    Who comes to set us free, 

With Father, Spirit, ever one 

    Through all eternity. 
Tune and text: Public domain 

 Stand 

THE DISMISSAL 

P The true body and precious blood of the Lord and Savior Jesus Christ strengthen 

you in body and soul to life everlasting.  Depart in peace. 

C Amen. 

POST-COMMUNION CANTICLE  

 

 

 



 

 

 

POST-COMMUNION COLLECT 

 

+GOD BLESSES US AND SENDS US FORTH TO SERVE+ 
BENEDICTION  

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 

CLOSING HYMN THE KING SHALL COME WHEN MORNING DAWNS LSB 348 

 

 

 

+TO GOD ALONE BE GLORY+ 


