
There are three line of thinking that are manifest among Evangelicals. 

 

 

1. Allegorical Interpretation – Symbolic – Emblematic (symbolic, illustrative) 

2. Mystical Interpretation – Sensationalism – Experience  

3. Literal Interpretation – Systematic - Exposition 

 

Evangelicals are found traveling down all of these roads. And that is fine to a certain degree.  

 

When you listen to someone teach or preach you should be able to identify which of these 

approaches are being taken.  

 

1. Allegorical Interpretation 

 

Figurative, Symbolic 

  

 

This is known as covenant theology.  The thought is that two great covenants dominate the entire 

scheme of things in the Bible.  God makes a covenant of Works and one of Grace. 

 

The covenant theologian takes the liberty to spiritualize.  

 

The major problem that the Bible student runs into with this line of thought is the relationship 

of the Church to Israel.  

 

Everything revolves around Allegorical thoughts so therefore the church becomes spiritual 

Israel.    

 

What makes that such a problem?? 

 

It does away with any future for Israel. 

 

It takes away the millennial reign of Christ on this earth. 

 

When you interpret a verse of scripture that brings question about another Bible truth something 

is wrong. 

 

 

2. Mystical Interpretation 



 

This line of thought is controlled by experience. What makes this so dangerous is that your 

experiences are sometimes dreadful. 

 

 Grief, Sorrow, Heartache, are all experiences.   To establish truth about God and His promises 

based on this line of thinking will destroy real genuine faith.  It will soon lead the question 

“WHY WOULD GOD?” 

 

 

 

Charismatic’s 

 

It majors on experience and phenomenon. A man-made dogma, philosophy that uses portions of 

the Bible to support a position already adopted. 

 

 

A Baptism of the Spirit, healings, miracles, tongues, prophecies, extra biblical revelations.  

 

 

 Catholics 

 

Start with a dogma. The immaculate conception, purgatory, prayers for the dead, trans-

substantiation.  These things are not supported by a thorough exegesis of the Scripture but by 

proof text.  

 

Dogmas are proof text taken out of context. 

 

 Baptist  

 

The Lord told me, the Lord showed me, the lord Lead me.  

 

This road of interpretation is full of pot holes, blind curves, and you will soon find out that the 

bridge is out but someone took the sign down. 

 

 

Illustration: 

 A pastor once called me and call me and said I’ve got a question for you. I preached at a church 

that is not separated at all. They smoke on the front porch chew tobacco and dress worldly. They 

are just mountain folk but they really love the Lord. They needed a well at the church and really 



didn’t have the money so they got to praying and one of the men got a stick and stuck it the 

ground and said preacher God told me that there is water right there. So, they called the drilling 

company and told the well driller about the stick he laughed but did as they asked and hit water 

at 150 feet which normally takes over 200 feet.   How do you explain that????  

 

My reply: 

You don’t. But there is no Exposition for it either.  And people will deny truth and rely on 

experience and the devil knows it.  

 

That’s why the antichrist will have no problems convincing the world. Strong delusion has been 

at work for years.  

 

3. Literal Interpretation 

 

This means that any passage of scripture must be interpreted literally, grammatically, and 

culturally. 

 

This is dispensation theology.  It system divides and distinguished things.  

 

Periods of time are brought before us that unveil how God deals with man’s sinfulness. 

 

The church and Israel two separate entities in God’s dealing with mankind.  

 

 

The future Church climaxes at the rapture. 

The future of Israel climaxes’ at the battle of Armageddon, and the millennial right of Christ. 

 

 

 

All three systems of interpretation affirm the doctrine of salvation, through the Lord Jesus 

Christ, Heaven or Hell, Ect..  But don’t be blinded by that common ground there are distinct 

radical differences in vital I repeat vital Biblical truths. 

 

Quote John Phillips 

 

“The Bible is unique, of course, in that the unregenerate cannot unravel it truths at all 1Cor. 2:14. 

Moreover, even the most devout believers need the Holy Spirit to reveal its mysteries and wonders 

(John 14:16-17, 16:12-15).  At the same time, the Holy Spirit used the laws of language when 



writing the Bible and He uses the laws of Language when making its truths plain. We need to 

know what those laws of language are so that we can rightly divide the word of truth. 2 Tim. 2;15 

 

Golden rule of Bible interpretation:   

 

“If the plain sense makes common sense seek no other sense.” 

 

 

What does Inspiration mean – God Breathed. 

 

It looks at the Scripture in a Literal way, A Cultural way, a Grammatical way A Circumstantial 

way.  

The exact words written, with the grammatical structure they are written in, with the Culture 

they are written to and the Circumstances that revolve around the text.   

 

 

 1. Literal 

When we read and study the Bible we do not try to force into the narrative some allegorical, 

figurative, mystical meaning. 

We address the Scripture with common sense. Understanding the Bible never contradicts itself. 

Once that is established we can dig deep into its truth for treasures. Remember the Bible is the 

Word of God and it is inexhaustible. 

When we study the Bible in this light we are addressing a LITERAL interpretation. When 

someone speaks to us we take what they say at face value even when they are using expression to 

make what they are saying more flowery.  We use idioms. Symbols, and poetic expression to make 

what we say have color. 

When someone says “I’m going to run home” we do not think they are going to “RUN” home.  

 Did you see that man he went and “lost his head”  over nothing.  

the Bible uses these same types of expressions.  

The Bible compares people with animals:  Dogs, lions, wolves, swine, foxes, sheep.  

Before you establish that a passage is figurative or symbolic we first examine the literal meaning 

and establish that it is completely out of harmony with the rest of the Bible. 

 

We take every word at its primary, ordinary, useful meaning unless the facts of the immediate 



context, and plain truth declare otherwise.   

You have got to use common sense when interpreting the Scripture. 

The means of Bible interpretation is distinguished by the difference that’s made between the 

Nation of Israel and the Church.  

 

   2. Cultural 

 

For you to have an intelligent understanding of the Bible you need to know something about the 

geography, and climate of the country and the customs and history of the times. 

Jews have beards. Yet Joseph a type of Christ shaved before he went to face the king.  

 

 i. Times 

The bible was not written in the 20th century nor was it written in the West.  

It was written over a period of 1500 years,  as far as Persia in the East and Rome in the West. It 

was written by men from many walks of life.  Moses and Daniel were statesmen, David, Solomon, 

were Kings, Amos was a cowboy, Joshua was a soldier, Ezra and Ezekiel were priest, Matthew a 

tax collector. Peter and John were fisherman, Luke was a doctor, Paul was a scholar.  

Think of how drastic things have changed in our culture in the last 100 years.  

There is a century between Jeremiah and Isaiah.  During that period of time a whole 

international situation arose. 

400 turbulent years separate the Testaments. Almost twice as old as America.  

Understanding the times is important. 

 

 ii. Territory 

 

Mountains, Rivers, plains, crops, cities, climates, vegetation, and animals.  

Source:  Bible Dictionary.  

Remember that all Bible geography takes its center from Palestine.  

“the utter most part of the north”  it is not north of McQuady 

 



Empire: Both the fall and rise of Empires.  

Egypt, Assyria, Babylon, Persia, Greece, Rome.. 

Canaan and Syria, Moab and Edom, Ammon, Philistia and Arabia, all come and go.  

A knowledge of these help us understand the, what and why of many Bible questions.  

 

Draw a circle of a 900 mile radius and put Jerusalem in the center and you will cover most all of 

Western Civilization.  

Jerusalem was in the line of march for the great powers of the past. It has been taken and 

ransacked again and again.  

Jerusalem can have snow on the streets while 25 miles away you can be in the tropical climate of 

the Dead Sea in short sleeves.  

Customs are important to be familiar with for proper interpretation.  

There is Material Culture and Social Culture: 

Material: Tool, houses, weapons, clothing, utensils. 

Social: customs, practices, rites, ceremonies, politics.  

Illustraion: When Jesus told his disciples in Mark 14:13 to follow a man with a pitcher of water 

to locate the room for the Passover what was so specific about those instructions.  (it was the 

custom for women to do such work) 

 

3. Grammatical Interpretation 

 

God has communicated his mind to the world in words.  THE WORD OF GOD 

  i. Words 

**How to study Words. Concordances and Lexicons  (beware not to allow any of these sources to 

shake your confidence in the Word of God.) 

Illustrate some Word studies with Strongs. 

Sin  ( example Phillip Bible explorers pg 26-34 

Love 

 

  ii.  Figures of Speech 



When literal interpretation is the means by which one established truth common sense has to be 

used.  

Express an idea more forcefully.  

 

This can sound complicated but it is something that we use every day in conversation. To fail to 

discern and recognize in the Bible can and will lead into error.  

   **Simile** 

 “He shall be like a tree planted by the rivers of water” 

 ‘Ye are as sheep going astray” 

 

   **Metaphor** 

 

The difference is a connecting word 

“all flesh is grass”   metaphor connecting word “all flesh is as grass” simile 

“The lord is my shepherd” Ye are the salt of the earth”, “this is my body”,  “I am the bread of life”. 

All are metaphors 

Ill. The Catholic take john 6 literally “this is my body”., what about John 10 “I Am the door” 

 

 

  **Allegory** 

Just because the Bible uses allegory do not allow allegorical thought into passages that are not 

there. 

Allegory, like simile and metaphors it draws its strength from comparisons. However it is far 

more complex. It represents one thing from another. It brings out teachings from past events.  

Examples. Psa 80, Isa. 5, Matt 12:43-45 

Dangerous interpretation can result when reading allegory into passages. 

 

  **Paradox** 

A seeming contradiction 

Matthew 16:25 (AV)  



25 For whosoever will save his life shall lose it: and whosoever will lose his life for my sake shall 

find it.  

 

1 Timothy 5:6 (AV)  

6 But she that liveth in pleasure is dead while she liveth.  

 

 

 

  **Irony** 

expressing a thought in such a way that naturally conveys the opposite meaning.  Sarcastic if you 

will, mockery, dryness.  

 

Elijah prophets of Baal. 

1 Kings 18:27 (AV)  

27 And it came to pass at noon, that Elijah mocked them, and said, Cry aloud: for he is a god; 

either he is talking, or he is pursuing, or he is in a journey, or peradventure he sleepeth, and 

must be awaked.  

 

  **Personification** 

when things are given the characteristics of persons. 

James 1:15 

Deuteronomy 13:8 (AV)  

8 Thou shalt not consent unto him, nor hearken unto him; neither shall thine eye pity him, 

neither shalt thou spare, neither shalt thou conceal him:  

 

This verse gives the”eye”  emtoins  

 

Matthew 6:3 (AV)  

3 But when thou doest alms, let not thy left hand know what thy right hand doeth:  

 

Joel 1:10 (AV)  

10 The field is wasted, the land mourneth; for the corn is wasted: the new wine is dried up, the oil 

languisheth.  

 

Judges 5:20 (AV)  



20 They fought from heaven; the stars in their courses fought against Sisera.  

 

Psalm 85:10 (AV)  

10 Mercy and truth are met together; righteousness and peace have kissed each other.  

 

James 1:15 (AV)  

15 Then when lust hath conceived, it bringeth forth sin: and sin, when it is finished, bringeth 

forth death.  

 

 

  **Anthropomorphism**  

  

Where figures of speech ascribe characteristics to God. 

See ill. Phillips pg. 44 

Face, Eyes, Ears, Nose, Feathers. 

 

  **Anthropopathy** 

Figures of speech which ascribe human feelings and passions to God. 

Sorrow, grief, rejoicing, repentence, anger, hatred, displeasure, zeal, pity. 

Gen 6:6 – God repents. 

Exo. 20:25 – God is jealous 

When we read that the Lord is forgetting, laughing, thinking, begetting, seeing, smelling, or 

riding. these two figures of speech are being used. 

Anthropomorphism, and anthropopathy. 

 

  **Hyperbole** 

A figure of speech that says more than is literally meant to heighten the sense. 

 

Exodus 8:17 (AV)  

17 And they did so; for Aaron stretched out his hand with his rod, and smote the dust of the 

earth, and it became lice in man, and in beast; all the dust of the land became lice throughout all 

the land of Egypt.  



 

Deuteronomy 1:28 (AV)  

28 Whither shall we go up? our brethren have discouraged our heart, saying, The people is 

greater and taller than we; the cities are great and walled up to heaven; and moreover we have 

seen the sons of the Anakims there.  

 

Judges 20:16 (AV)  

16 Among all this people there were seven hundred chosen men lefthanded; every one could sling 

stones at an hair breadth, and not miss.  

 

  **Metonymy** 

A figure of speech where a related thing stands for the figure itself. 

 

1. The cause is used for the effect 

Example – “Neither shall the sword go through the land” sword is substituted for war 

2. The effect is used for the cause 

Example – “two nations is in thy womb” Gen 25:23  the word nations is substituted for the two 

infants whose descendants would become those nations.  

3. The name of a place is used for what is in the place, or when a vessel is used for what is in 

the vessel.  

 

Luke 19:9 (AV)  

9 And Jesus said unto him, This day is salvation come to this house, forsomuch as he also is a son 

of Abraham.  

 

Example – Luke 19:9 the word house is used for what the house contained Zaccheus and his 

family. 

 

1 Corinthians 11:26 (AV)  

26 For as often as ye eat this bread, and drink this cup, ye do shew the Lord’s death till he come.  

 

Example – 1 Cor. 11:26 – The cup stands for what it contains.  ( noting this figure of speech could 

avoid many arguments as to wither or not grape juice or wine should be used as communion.) 



 

  **Synecdoche**  

A figure of speech where a part of a thing is substituted for the whole thing. 

 

Genesis 42:38 (AV)  

38 And he said, My son shall not go down with you; for his brother is dead, and he is left alone: if 

mischief befall him by the way in the which ye go, then shall ye bring down my gray hairs with 

sorrow to the grave.  

 

Example - Gen 42:38 Gray hairs stand for Jacob himself. 

 

  **Ellipsis** 

Not technically a Figure of speech but is important that we understand how it works in the 

Bible. 

It appears when a gap is purposely left in a sentence which leaves out one or more words. 

The words are necessary to understand yet can be left out without altering the sence. 

Matthew 14:19 (AV)  

19 And he commanded the multitude to sit down on the grass, and took the five loaves, and the 

two fishes, and looking up to heaven, he blessed, and brake, and gave the loaves to his disciples, 

and the disciples to the multitude.  

 

 

Example – Matt 14:19 What is left out?  The loaves to the multitude. He did not give the 

multitude the disciples.  

 

  **Polysyndeton** 

A figure of speech that is used to slow you down and draw your attention to each item in a 

sequence.  

It reveals itself by the constant repetition of the word “and” 

It is approximately 100 times in Gen. 1 

  Gen. 22  God tempts Abraham 

 Luke 15 Parable the Sheep, Silver, Son.  



Most modern translation eliminate the use of this figure and rob the reader of its ability to slow 

you down and instruct you. 

 

  **Euphemism** 

 A figure of speech that is used to exchange harsh words in a more pleasant way.  

People cover up sin with this figure of speech. Adultery – Affair, Drunkard –Alcoholic, 

Sodomite – Gay. 

It is used in the scripture to lighten the blow of some reality. 

Ill. When David ask is the young man Absalom safe.  

2 Samuel 18:32 (AV)  

32 And the king said unto Cushi, Is the young man Absalom safe? And Cushi answered, The 

enemies of my lord the king, and all that rise against thee to do thee hurt, be as that young man 

is.  

 

**Figures of speech do not weaken the authority of the statement but adds power and force to 

what is said.** 

yet must be identified when literal interpretation is used to rightly divide truth.  

 

 

 


